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END OF SILENT FILMS 





Overdose of 


English Actors Along 


Bway Just Now; After That, What? 


More English actors in New 
York now than have been seen here 
in many seascns, with seemingly 
another one or more on every in- 
coming boat. 


Latest to arrive, during the past 
week were Evelyn Roberts for Gil- 
bert Miller’s ‘The Good Fairy,’ 
and Rosalind Fuller for Maurice 
Browne’s ‘Unknown Soldier.’ Due 
this week is Robert Douglas, also 
for ‘The Good Fairy.’ 

In New York at present is an 
English company in ‘The Good 
Companions,’ another in ‘The Fa- 
ther,’ several English players in 
‘Lean Harvest’ and ‘The Breadwin- 
ners,’ and others in the Bel Geddes 
version of ‘Hamlet,’ now rehearsing. 
Also a couple in Max Gordon’s new 
musical, ‘The Cat and the Fiddle.’ 

Situation has a number of the 
New York agents seriously worried 
from several angles. First is the 
constant stream of complaints from 
American actors naturally passed 
by. Answer to them is that it is al- 
most impossible to get local talent, 
with those available asking for 
higher figures than is willing to be 
paid by producers. Also, that Eng- 
lish plays are currently more or 
less a vogue, and for English plays 
you must have English players. 

What is a worry is what to do 
with the foreign talent when they’ve 
finished in their respective shows. 

(Continued on page 34) 


Hays Office Won't 


Front on Hearst’s 
Theatre Breadlnes 





The Hays office is keeping hands 
off Heirst’'s Times Square bread- 
line plans this winter. While no 
Suggestions have been, or will be, 
made to the publisher, the feeling 
in film circles is that this philan- 
thropy should take place in less 
conspicuous locales. 

As a publicity stunt and for ad- 
vertising purposes it is conceded 
that Hearst couldn't have picked a 
better location but it puts a mental 
pressure on the picture or legit 
patron. 

So it looks as though individual 
showmen will have to take this 
matter up with Hearst, if so in- 
clined. 


Now He Is Wild 


Syracuse, Oct. 19. 

Gordon Goines, Negro, who was 
©bject of stares of carnival mobs as 
‘The Wild Man of Borneo,’ was de- 
Ported from Syracuse to his native 
Canada. 

Goines gave up ‘wild-manning’ to 
Peddle morphine. He was nabbed, 
Set six months in Onondaga Peni- 
tentiary and then an additional 30 
days for illegally entering the coun- 
try. Deportation followed. 








Alice Brady’s Idea 


It was Alice Brady and she 
was just finishing a long re- 
hearsal at the Guild of Eugene 
O'Neill’s new play, ‘Mourning 
Becomes Electra,’ which is 
really three plays with 13 acts. 

O'Neill was standing on the 
stage and la Brady approached 
him: 

‘Sometime, mister,’ and it 
was Bill’s daughter still talk- 
ing, ‘you should write a black- 
out.’ 











FRENCH FIGHT 
ON FILM DIRT 


Paris, Oct. 19. 

Looks like suggestiveness and dirt 
of all kinds will have to be taken off 
the screen here, with an unwritten 
agreement along the Hays code lines 
going in. Customers are against the 
immorality angle on the screen, and 
have shown it several times recently. 

Productions such as Natan’'s ‘Fau- 
bourg Montmartre’ and Osso’s ‘Paris 
Beguin,’ first showing the drug 
mania at its worst, and the other 
overdoing suggestiveness in every 
way, have been whistled in numerous 
spots. Paramount’s smash picture, 
‘Marius,’ gets its greatest applause 
in the sequence where the father 


makes one of those moral speeches 
ordering his son to marry the girl 
he had seduced. 

Trade papers have now taken on 
the campaign for cleanliness, 


Sylvia’s Blab Dries Up 
Hollywood Inside Stuff 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
The literary massage disclosed on 
the private side of Hollywood life 





by Sylvia is blamed by the profes- 
sional chatterers for eddies of si- 
lence now whirling through the 
beauty salons patronized by studio 
femininity. 

As concertedly as though some- 
one had spoken to them about it, 
picture femmes under beauty aid 
are keeping tight lips on any topic 
concerning social relations in the 
colony. 

The weather, yes, or the depres- 
sien, or how-soon-licht wines. 

But the listening posts of the 
dirt-gleaners have become valueless 





for any inside info, ~ 


+ 





TUDIOS HALT 
TITLE VERSIONS 


Passing of Industry’s Origin 
—Only 1,500 of 22,000 
Film Theatres Now With- 
out Sound—Mostly Barn 
and Store Type 


’32 FINAL YEAR 


Silent pictures have one more 
year to live before they become ob- 
solete in the U. S. The most re- 
mote spots in the country, where 
they are at present surviving, will 
then be forced to close, as no more 
silent prints will be available. 

From the millions it made for the 
industry the silent picture, during 
its death struggle in 1932, will bring 
in rentals approximating $260,000 
The same will come from 1,500 the- 
atres, the last of the 22,000 to hold 
out on sound. 

Complete transition of the Ameri- 
can film theatre from silence to 


(Continued on page 62) 


ST. PAUL TRIES 
SPENDING 
SPREE 


St. Paul, Oct. 19. 


Loosening up dollars that hadn't 
seen daylight for months, civic clubs, 
merchants, newspapers, radio sta- 
tions and theatres staged an original 
event Friday (16) which sent cash 
registers and ticket machines into 
record spins. 

Newspapers put out record week- 
day papers, one with 121,000 lines in 
66 pages, and every ad guaranteed 
to carry lowest prices of past 20 
years. Trolley company hauled 

(Continued on page 24) 








Radio’s Legit Criticism, 
Scooping the Dailies 

Nightly criticism of legit shows 
by Bide Dudley will go on the air 
starting Monday (26) over WMCA, 
New York. 

Dudley will broadcast every 
night at midnight, describing the 
opening attended that evening. 
When there is more than one open- 
ing, he'll catch up on open nights. 

Daily paper reviews are not 
available until mornings. 

Same broadcast will be repeated 
every afternoon over the same sta- 
tion for the benefit of those who 
miss the midnite spiel. 


oy 








Cordial Shops as New Style Speaks 
Are Raided Regularly, but Reopen 





The Purest Art 


Albany, N. Y., Oct. 19. 

tadio, the purest of arts, 

does not even call for an actual 

kiss in plays or sketches broad- 
cast. 

When the action demands 
kissing, the smacking noise is 
produced by a man standing 
before the mike who slaps the 
back of one hand with the palm 
of the other, 

This is the procedure, at least, 
in the studio of WGY, Sche- 
nectady station, which pioneer- 
ed in the presentation of radio 
drama. 


B'WAY'S LEMONS 
FREEZE ANGELS 


Bigger reason than depresh for 
inactivity among shortroll produc- 
ers is given by them as the failure 
of the season to develop a hit. Un- 
til that event happens they claim 
it will be impossible to scrape up 
enough to get going on a show. 

As it is now a constant stream 
of losers is serving only to tighten 
otherwise loose purse strings. If it 
keeps up there will be only left the 
East and Hudson rivers as a choice. 














Is Broadcasting Replacing 
Cigar Passing in Politics? 


During the past month President 
Hoover has spoken over the NBC 
and CBS networks a total of 10 
times. Sets a record. 

NEC carried the President seven 
times during the past four weeks 
and CBS four. 





Par Contracts with Juve 
Trio from $50 to $1,250 


Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 

Paramount contracts with a five- 
year-old kid for a 30-week year at 
$50, a 15-year-old kid for two pic- 
tures with a $5,000 guarantee on 
each, and a 17-year-old girl for one 
picture, with ‘Mrs. Wiggs of the 
Cabbage Patch’ mentioned, are up 
for court approval. 

The tot is Jerry Schatz, called 
Jerry Tucker for pictures. Chain of 
four yearly options winding up at 
$200 added. Junior Durkin has the 
contract for two pictures before 
February at $1,250 a week and four 
weeks’ ruarantee on each. 

Charlotte Virginia Henry, 
for the ‘Mrs. Wiggs’ picture at $200 
a week, but only two weeks’ work 
promised, 


aioned 


New vogue for securing alcoholic 
drinks has given rise to a wave of 
popularity for cordial shops. Week- 
ly opening rate for these stores in 
New York according to one oper- 
ator, is between 25 and 75. There 
are probably more raids than that 
also within the seven-day period but 
a reopening follows immediately 
after a closing. 

Some of the places are links in 
chain operated systems. Others are 
indeperidents. None of the cordial- 
eers has much of a stock in at a 
time. Usually a small supply is 
kept on hand since a raid cleans 
out the entire joint. 

There are few, if any, of this 
style speak in the immediate Broad- 
way vicinity. That, explained the 
operator, is because of the exorb- 
itant rental rates. 

Many cordial outlets are located 
in residential sections, particularly 
some of the best living neighbs. 
Here it is the custom to mail weekly 
price lists, with introductory cards, 
to the residents of the particular 
section. This may also be one way 
in which regular speak trade h: 
been hurt, although no beer is sc" 
by cordialists. 

Practically all the stores | 

(Continued on page 62) 


Sister Aimee Is Given 
The Red Ink Business 
By the Bean Shouters 


Boston, Oct. 19. 

Aimee Semple McPherson-Hutton 
after her nine-day revival at the 
Boston Garden faces a deficit of 
$15,000. She intended to give half 
the profit to the unemployed of Bos- 
ton, but it looks as though Boston's 
unemployed will have to depend on 
Billy Sunday or a Gypsy Smith. 

Sister Hutton and the choir sing- 
ing David played to SRO at the big 
Boston Garden the latter part of 
the week. Ona rainy Thursday 
evening over 18,000 people came to 
shout with Aimee, but when her 
manager counted up the amen 
shouters and the curiosity seekers 
had contributed but $1,900, which is 
$700 less than Sister Hutton’s daily 
overhead. 

It was Mayor Curley’s suggestion 
that the evangelist donate half the 
profit to the unemployed. Aimee 
balked but the mayor's signed state- 
ment to the press gave the unem- 
ployed the upper hand. She con- 
firmed his announcement and was 
off to a bad start. 

It looks as though the church- 
going population is spending Amy's 
revival money for other pleasures 
and going to Sister for a free show. 

Aimee can return to Los Angeles 
and Angelus Temple and tell the 
elders it was a wonderful revival 
|but she can have them use up some 
jred ink on the books, 














ee 








pals RSNA thar Sl 


ee 


ue 


Pin tile Se Bligh | Reeere jG 
od 











I Gee Foe Sa os ew 


Pa al el kal bl 


< 7c teeta 


Tal 6 RM hk REN GRER OPEN is. 


rho RRA R De Sie Ra 


( 
, 









SS en 


hand Pe nae 
be ppg eo a 





pik lid 8 


area 








a ey 





i= VARIETY 








PICTURES 





Tuesday, October 20. 193) 





No Call for Burly Villains Since 
Gang Films Planted Sleek Heavies 








Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Suavity of villainy in pictures has 
almost made a dodo of the strong 
outdoor he-man who was good for 
four figured salary and plenty work 
not so long ago. 

Ernest Torrence, Alan Hale, 
Charles Bickford, Fred Kohler and 


those of that-ilk were kept busier 
than” others, but are now in the 
freelance class, finding engage- 
ments not so plentiful. 
Routine Casting 
Gangland’s,;. suave . heavies -did 


muc’: to quell the big hulk type and 
it has :the scenario: writer. and 
easter sporting the more genteel 
lads as heavies in outdoor stories. 

Only two of the physically big 
boys. are left under contract as 
leads. These are George Bancroft 
at Paramount and Victor McLaglen 
at Fox and neither are used as vil- 
lains. Both studios. admit difficulty 
in finding suitable stories for these 
men. 

Calls for heavies now go to the 
boys who can wear tails and look 
as if to the manner born. 


BACK TO MAMMA AND 
OKAYING HOLLYWOOD 








Cincinnati, Oct. 19. 
Justa Rale, now 21, who left here 
when’ 19, is back to home and 


mother after two years in Holly- 
wood. Miss Rale says that while 
among the studios she received lit- 
tle opportunity, but has no com- 
plaint against any company or di- 
rector. 

Miss Rale’s position of being per- 
fectly satisfied to retire from the 
screen without having achieved her 
ambition or becoming married, has 
surprised this part of the country. 
Around here disappointed Holly- 
woodians always have had an alibi 
for dying on the lots. 

The girl says it was her own 
fault. ‘I must have lacked the tal- 
ent I thought I had,’ she says. 





Chicago Show Moving 
Intact to Oriental 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 

Entire stage and screen show at 
the Chicago this week will move to 
the Oriental next week. That in- 
cludes the film ‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) 
and the local B. & K. unit. Only 
exception is Evans and Mayor re- 
placing Al Trahan. 

Business for the bill at the Chi- 
cago is responsible for the unprece- 
dented move. 


Garbo Veil Thins 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Pressure from many sources is 
being exerted on Metro to force the 
studio into permitting interviews 
with Greta Garbo. Studio’s pub- 
licity department has been heckled 
by fan mag representatives to ar- 
range tete-a-tetes between inter- 
viewers and Garbo. 

Lately, because of the wide pub- 
licity on Garbo’s non-interviewing 








habits, large newspapers in New 
York and elsewhere have been 
hounding studio execs and Harry 


Edington, Garbo’s business manager, 
who concocted the secrecy veil idea. 

Studio is not expected to hold 
them off much longer, 


Cagney in Person 


Early in November James Cagney 
will start a tour of the Warner 
houses in personal showings. 

Cagney is under a Warner pro- 
duction contract. While he is mov- 
ing over the route the WB picture 
with Cagney, ‘Blonde Crazy’ will be 
released. 

Walter Meyers of the Warner N. 
Y. booking office is entering the 
Cagney dates, 








Coaching By Film 


Looks like an _ unintended 
boost for visual edneation 
when Chick Meehan, N. Y. U. 
coach borrows one of the Co- 
lumbia shorts on football to 
show to his gridiron charges. 

Meehan saw one of the 
shorts. It had a slow motion 
analysis of one of the plays 
he has been trying to teach his 
footballers. Some kind of a 
back line play used by Notre 
Dame or Southern California. 


LILYAN TASHMAN BACK 
BUT LOWE CONTINUES 











it is understood. 

She sails for Hollywood on the 
‘Adriatic’ Oct. 24, but Lowe will 
continue his European tour, return- 
ing on the ‘Conte Grande’ Nov. 7. 





Patrician Has Warburton 
In Barthelmess Remakes 


Patrician Pictures, 
and Walter Camp's independent 
producing unit, has. given John 
Warburton, Theatre Guild juvenile,a 
one-picture contract with options 
and will try a build-up. 

Patrician will use Warburton in 
remakes of ‘Fury,’ ‘Bright Shaw,’ 
‘Fighting Blade’ and. ‘Enchanted 
‘Cottage,’ which Barthelmess made 
for Patrician’s old Inspiration com- 
pany. Warburton’s present assign- 
ment is ‘30 Days.’ 





Emil . Jensen 





Good-bye in Spanish 


Holly wood, Oct. 19. 

Three more Spanish: names—two 
actors and one writer—kiss Holly- 
wood good-bye to return to the 
Homeland, and report all fed up. 

Trio are Martinez Sierra, play- 
‘wright, formerly doing a trick each 
at Metro. and Fox, and Jose Crespo 
and Juan de Landan, players, re- 
cently off the Metro list. 

Sierra goes to Paris, where he 
will be.a producer of Spanish pic- 
tures for Paramount. at Joinville. 


SAILINGS 








Nov. 10 (Paris to New York) 
Paul Kohner, Francis Marion 
(Bremen), 


Nov. 7 (Naples to New York) Ed- 
mund Lowe (Conte Grande). 

Oct. 25 (Los Angeles to New 
York), A. Alperstein (Virginia). 

Oct. 24 (London to New York) S. 
L. Rothafel and party (Europa). 

Oct. 24 (Paris to New York) Lil- 
yan Tashman (Adriatic). 

Oct. 23 (London to Capetown), 
Hyde and Burrell, Roy Rogers, Mur- 
ray and Balliov and Merton (Car- 
narvon Castle). 

Oct. 21 (London to New 
Chris Charlton (Aquitania). 

Oct. 21 (London to New York) 
Clifford and Marion (Aquitania). 

Oct. 21 (Paris to Galveston) 
Rocky Twins (Mexique). 

Oct. 18 (London to New York), 
Benn Levy (Bremen). 

Oct. 18 (Paris to New York), Ru- 
dolph Laubenthal, Maria Jeritza, 
Elizabeth Orms, Claire Dux, Max 
Lorenz, Dora Mortimer, Jean Kie- 
pura, Richard Tauber (Bremen). 

Oct. 17 (Berlin to New York) 
Rudolph Laubenthal, Frieda Leider, 
Maria  Jeritza, Elizabeth Ohms, 
Claire Dux-Swift, Lucy Doriane 
(Bremen). 


York). 


Oct. 16 (Capetown to London) 
IKkeith Gerrard, Marilyn Alfred 
(Armadale Castie), 

Oct. 16 (London to New York), 
Nick Long (lle de France), 

Oct. 16 (Paris to New York) 


Harry Spirer (Ile de France), 








If you cannot make light of 
your troubles keep them dark. 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 


Oct. 15 (New York to London) 
John Gilbert (europa). 
Oct. 14 (New York to London) 


Fanny Holtzman (Europa). 
Nov. 10 (Paris to New York) Paul 
Kohner, Frances Marion (Bremen) 
Oct. 7 ‘Paris to New York) 
Frances Strauss, Sylvia Lowenthal 














(De Grasse). 


Paris, Oct. 19. 
Lilyan Tashman, here on vaca- 
tion with her husband, Edmund 
Lowe, has been suddenly’ recalled, 
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WILL MAHONEY 





American comedian seen in Lon- 
jon in years. He provokes laugh- 
ter that cannot be suppressed.” 


Direction 





| RALPH G. FARNUM 


1560 Broadway 








‘PEP CLUB’S BALL OUT; 


| STIRS SOME MEMBERS 


Resentment in Paramount is said 
to have followed in the wake of the 


fdecision by officials and the board 
‘of directors: of the Paramount Pep 
‘Club, .Par’s social. organization, to 
dispense with the annual banquet- 
ball this season. Paramount is quot- 
‘ed as having ruled that out, with the 
‘feeling that it would entail expendi- 
tures for the employees which they, 
perhaps, cannot conveniently shoul- 
der, although feeling obligated: to 
attend. 

One kickback is reported:to have 
been.that members did. not like the 
‘idea, of the Pep Club officials deter- 
‘mining the banquet would be out 
without giving the members a voice 
‘on the proposal. 

_. P-P’s substitute for the banquet 
was Jast week’s 9a, m. meeting in 


‘New York, with Jesse L. Lasky, Sam 
Katz and Ralph Kohn delivering 
speeches. 





FLORIDA ON CANVAS 


And Then to Screen Through Pathe 
; Studio 





Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Despite the Los Angeles Chamber 
of Commerce, Pathe is looking for 
Florida to supply locations for the 

Ann Harding picture, ‘Prestige.’ 
Al. D’Agostino, art director, left 
here for Florida to find locations 
conforming with the film’s Indo- 
Chino setting. He will sketch and 
paint Florida Everglades scenery 
and then come here to imitate it at 

the studio. Synthetic two-ways. 





Beth Brown at Metro 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Beth Brown is at the Metro stu- 
dio making an adaptation of ‘Polly 
of the’ Circus,’ stage play which 
‘was released in silent form. 

Miss Brown made a study of the 
show lots while writing one of her 
novels and is treading familiar 
ground, 





TERRIS’ ‘CHRISTMAS CAROL’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Tom Terriss has made an adapta- 
tion of Dickens’ ‘Christmas Carol’ 
and is planning to produce it in 
time for holiday release. 
Hope is that the production will 


become an annual, playing every 
Christmas, 
Terriss played ‘Christmas Carol’ 


as an act in vaude for several years. 





WINSTON’S PLAYS 


Harold Winston is back in 
York from Paramount's 
as a director. He will 
or two plays while here. 

Paramount allows Winston three 
months in New York and can then 
apply an option on 
desired, 


New 
lot 
one 


Coast 


stage 
his services if 


LOOKING "EM OVER 





Hugh Hoffman, of Universal, is 
in New York looking over current 
shows for Junior Laemmle. He'll 
jremain about four weeks. 


It’s an annual trip for Hoffman. } 


In Earl Carroll “Vanities.” The} 
London “Times” said: “Mr. Will 
Mahoney is the most amusing 


ithe auditorium of the Paramount, |' 


Sectional Surefire Yarns Are Out; “4 
Favor Stories National in Scope 





Oakie’s N. G. 


Hollywood, Oct. 39. 
Getting a load of Frederic 
March in makeup for ‘Dr. 
Jekyll,” Jack Oakie humphed 
in disgust. 
‘There’s darned few of legit 
comics left,’ he muttered. 


LOCAL OPTION SUNDAY 
BILL FOR N. Y. LEGITS 


A bill calling for Sunday legit 
shows, with the approval of the 
latter’ to be made optional to local 
governments, is in store. for intro- 
iduction at the next New York State 
legislature. New: York. Theatre 
League, with other legit groups pos- 
fsibly in, will be instrumental in 
having the measure: introduced by a 
New York City assemblyman.! 

It is declared the bill will deal 
only with Sunday night legits. 

Purpose of making the bill pro- 
vide for local option is to circum- 
vent certain parts of New York 
state opposed to Sunday. 











‘Special Stubs and Ads, 
| For. Pictures’ Relief Week 


To guatantee against slip-tps in 
jreceipts, the’ Hays Organization is 
‘ordering special reels of tickets for 
film theatres the week’ of Nov. 18- 
'25,.- when unemployment donation 
‘performances will be projected. 
Paul Gulick, of Universal, has 
‘been assigned the task of. getting 
‘out a press book. ‘This will in- 
‘corporate news matter and adver 
jtising. Publicity and ad depart- 
‘ments in all companies are being 
called upon to provide 24-sheets and 
‘accessories, 


Letting Mitzi Go 


Hollywood, Oct..19, 

Mitzi Green’s parents have been 
informed by Paramount .that the 
option on the child actress won't be 
renewed Nov. 27. Par. shook its 
head. at the demand for $1,250 
weekly, twice Mitzi’s present salary. 

Mitzi may make an RKO vaude 
tour at $3,500 weekly. However, this 
‘is not set. 


Durante’s Split Billing 


Hollywood, Oct. i9. 

Chuck Reisner has the assignment 
‘to direct ‘Turn to the Right’ for 
‘Metro. 

Jimmie Durante will share top 
billing on this with William Haines. 
Other in the trio will be Cliff Ed- 
wards. 


Kent-Seidelman -Back 


After viewing the foreign. situa- 
tion generally, Sidney R. Kent re- 
‘turns to New York this morning 
(Tuesday) on the Majestic: He 
joined Joseph H. Seidelman,. as- 
sistant to E. E. Shauer in charge 
of Paramount's foreign department 
on the other sde, Seidelman then re- 
turning with, Kent and.Mrs. Kent. 

Eugene Zukor, who went across 
with Seidelman, came back alone 
two weeks ago. 














Schenck May Not Sail 


Joseph M: Schenck may eall off 
his proposed trip to Europe. 

Schenck is in New York waiting 
to confer with A. W. Kelly, foreign 
head, who returns today (Tucsday) 
on the Majestic. Another factor 
that may keep the UA head here is 
the illness of his mother. 
NEW U MEMBERS 

Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Waycoff has been given a 
month contract by Universal 
with usual options. Player is from 
legit. 

James Flavin, Blanche 
vaudeville partner, is 
Universal coniractee, 


Leon 
six 


Sweet's 


also a new 


- Digges West for WB 
Dudle y 
jengagsed for Warners 

Mr. Wong.’ 


wWoV. 1. 





Digges, now in the east, 


‘Honorable 
report on the, Coast 


j be lore 





! 


Marked changes in demand for 
plot, theme, substance and backs 
ground of stories is declared within 
eastern scenario quarters, to 
due to the need for material 
will be national rather than 
tional in appeal. With the new 
trend in story buying, produ ing 
firms are taking rights consics rably 
in advance so that the materia] y il} 
be timely and satisfactory 
released. 

More than ever the theatre view. 
point is figuring’ in ‘scenario activi< 
ties, east and west, producer. 
distributors having found within the’ 
past’'two years or more that certain 
pictures invariably lose tremendous 


be 
that 


sec. 


when 


revenue in some sections of the 
country though they até big in 
others.” Society dramas,’ drawing 
room comedies, and gangster pic- 
tures are being avoided on the 
ground that’ these types are secs 
tional on’ boxoffice value. 

There doesn't seem much ‘doubt 


that comedies are riding high on a 
revived crest. That the people want 
to laugh and forget their worries. is 
gaining: important influence in the 
current buying of script material. 
Some companies -now'‘ entirely 
eschew the filming of matérial that 
will "be familiar only in” the big 
centers, , 





Dreiser’s Percentage Deal 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

‘J. G. Bachman, independent pro- 
ducer, and Theodore Dreiser aré in 
a huddle over the production of 
Dreiser’s ‘Jennie Gerhardt.’ Deal 
will probably go through on a per- 
centage arrangement with Dricser 
instead of an outright buy. 

Backman’s’ first cffort'as an inde 
producer, ‘Terror by Night,’ has just 
been completed and is being consid- 
ered by Paramount as ‘possible re- 
lease on'the Par schedule; similar 
to. ‘The Mad Parade.’ 








Chevalier in ‘Love’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Alfred Savoir’s play, ‘Love Me 
Tonight,’ has been bought by Par- 
amount for the second Maurice 
Chevalier-Jeanette MacDonald pice 
ture under Ernst Lubitsch’s direce 
tion. Three songs in the picture. | 

Genevieve Tobin is set for second 
femme in the trio’s first, ‘One Heur 
With You.” Lubitsch will also act 
in this. 





Hollywood Party 


Frank Borzage, Mrs. Borzage, thé 
director's brother Lou, Sonia Levien, 
Fox writer, and her husband, Carl 
Hovery, freelance scenarist, leit 
Saturday (17) for Hollywood. 

Borzage has been taking exteriors 
around New York for ‘After Tomor= 
row, John Golden play, on which 
Miss Levien has been writing am 
adaptation while east. i 


. 7 . ° - 
Mankiewicz Again Writer 
Hollywood, Oct. 19% 
Herman Mankiewicz has, returned 
to Paramount’s scenario department 
as a writer. He had been promoted, 
recently to an associate producer's 
berth. Mankiewicz’ last story, muse 
sical titled ‘School for Sweethearts, 
was abandoned by Par after several 
montlis’ preparation. 


Cantor’s $7,500 / 


Philadelphia, Oct. 1%. 





Eddie Cantor is getting $7,500 
plus a split over $25,000 for his 
week at the Grand Opera House, 


owned by Lew Berman. 
House is one of the United Thes 
atre chain. 


‘WAYSIDE’ ON L. I. 


Hollywood, Oct. 1%. 


Nancy Carroll's next picture for 
Paramount will be ‘Wayside,’ and 


will be filmed at the New York 


studio. Phillips Holmes has tie 
other lead, making pair's fourth 
film together. 

Pauline Frederick has already 


cone east for this. 





HOFFENSTEIN RENEWS 





Hollywood, Oct. j4% 
Sam Hoffenstein, who wrott 
iscreen version vf ‘American Tras- 


edy,’ has been given a new ¢ trac 
by Par. . 
lle is now on ‘Evenings ier ‘ 
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‘Just a Monkey in a Cage, Wails 
What-a-Man, Facing Vaude Ordeal 





Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 

To Ma Kennedy-Hudson, her 
forthcoming tour for RKO at $2,000 
a week is just another means of 
reaching a ‘new field and a new 
audience to whom to appeal with 
the creed of the gospel, although,’ 
she hastens to qualify herself, ‘we 
will by no means preach.’ 

To What-a-Man Hudson, all this 
is obviously a sad chapter of dis- 
illusionment in his life. What-a- 
Man is the serious sort of a guy 
who states he wouldn’t walk across 
the street to see President Hoover 
so he can’t see why and how people 
will come to see his ‘appearances. 
What-a-Man loathes two things. 


He dislikes calling these ‘appear- 
ances’ an ‘act,’ in the colloquial 
gense, and also his What-a-Man 


cognomen which, he adds, ‘some 
smart aleck reporter up in Seattle 
tacked on to me. 


Empty Fame 

‘What’s more,’ continues the Rev. 
Hudson, ‘I could just as well put 
you up in any midwestern town 
as What-a-Man Hudson and no- 
body would know the difference. 
So what does it mean whether I'm 
the actual person doing this “ap- 
pearance” or not? It only makes 
me feel like a monkey in a cage.’ 

Assured that great public in- 
terest exists in the public and pri- 
vate life of Ma Kennedy and What- 
a-Man Hudson, the Rev. recounted 
how, without that loathsome 
What-a-Man cognomen, he would 
mean nothing. Said he: ‘It’s really 
curious to note how people don’t 
know me from you or anybody else 
when I'm introduced as G. E. Hud- 
son. Our conversation is quiet and 
rather drab until they identify me 
as What-a-Man, and then they look 
at me differently.’ 


Doubts Own Pf. O. 

The Rev, concurred that Jimmy 
Walker or Al Smith mean more 
through their exploited and famili- 
arized names than James J, Walker 
or Alfred EB. Smith, whereupon he 
resorted to the previous alibi that 
even so there’s no reason why the 
public should be interested. He 
frankly is skeptical whether the 
theatre patronage will materially 
increase during their engagements. 

Ma Kennedy is a bit more prac- 
tical. She has her spiel all pre- 
pared as to what percentages of 
her income will go to unemploy- 


ment funds, needy families, free 
dinners, etc. stating that she 
dressly plainly ‘so it’s not the 


money, you know.’ 

Ma and What-a-Man open Oct. 27 
at the Golden Gate, San Francisco, 
at $2,000; thence to the Orpheum, 
Oakland, and then the local RKO, 
with additional 10-week optional 
beriods at $2,250, $2,500, ete., plus 
percentages, 

Ma On Prohibition 

Two ‘Variety’ muggs from the 
Hollywood office—Claude Binyon 
and George McCall—have been con- 
scripted by the local RKO author- 
ities to write an act for Ma and 
What-a-Man. That’s been a tough 
assignment, since both insist on 
utmost dignity in presentation. Of 
course, no cussing or flippancy; 
even the pseudo-Inquiring Reporter 


who will interrogate them can’t 
Supply comedy relief. 

Ma is. adamant in not ‘bucking 
the Government’ on a_ proposed 


question of light wines and beer— 
for the patriotic finale—but the old 
gal opined, in a practical way, ‘that 
maybe we can imply that and get 
around it without putting me in 
the position of bucking the Govern- 


ment.’ The authors concurred: 
‘Maybe.’ 
Ma speaks of her forthcoming 


theatre bookings as no particular 
trial. Both she and What-a-Man 
have had enough evangelical ex- 
Pperiences not to fret over the pub- 
lic address element. Ma in fact 
likens this new experience to ‘When 
I was a little girl singing in the 
Salvation Army, you know, in Can- 
ada? We used to go into saloons, 





Candid Camera 





Hollywood, Oct. 17. 
Mr. and Mrs. John Hyams, 
formerly Hyams and McIntyre 
in vaudeville, were called as 
prospective players of mother 
and father of their daughter, 
Leila Hyams. 
Studio turned them down be- 
cause they weren't the type. 











HOLDING DOWN 
PLAYERS EGO 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Old back-slapping methods and 
sugary compliments for young con- 
tract players as a buildup of their 
confidence in facing the camera has 
gone the way of the high salaries. 
Execs, directors and on down the 
line are laying off the flattery to 
keep the newcomer’s opinion about 
his ability on a par with his small 
stipend. 

Surest way to inflate the juvenile 
or ingenue’s ego was to have the 
assistant director, cameraman and 
other lot optimists tell them they 
were another Manteli or Duse. It 
worked. Player gained confidence, 
sometimes a swelled cranium along 
with it, and developed his personal- 
ity. This usually helped his screen 
work. 

This belittling propaganda is part 
of the studios’ method of keeping 
the young players from storming 
the executive offices for raises. 
Without that developed ego, player 
hasn’t the nerve to ask for a boost. 
He thinks he’s lucky to have a job. 
The execs want to keep him in this 
state of mind, and ask the help of 
others on the lot. 

In fact, in some cases the lead- 
ing players in a picture are getting 
less than the first cameraman, and 
much less than the director if the 
megger has a name. When a player 
is earning around $100 per week, 
and the cameraman $250 or more, 
his part in the show seems pretty 
small, 





Fox’s Legit Roundup 





Violet Heming nas gone under 
contract to Fox. She departed for 
the Coast Sunday (18). 

Miss Heming’s film debut will be 
in ‘Circumstances,’ which goes into 
production as soon as she arrives 
out there. Paul Cavanaugh will play 
opposite. 

Miss Heming’s last show was the 
recent ‘Divorce Me, Dear,’ which 
opened and closed within a week. 
Her Fox contract, carrying the usual 
options, was negotiated by Maxwell 
Arnow of the Leo Morrison oifice. 

Besides Miss Heming Fox has 
also secured Herbert Mundin (Eng- 
lish comedian), Fred Munier and 
Manya Roberti. : 

Scheduled to be tested today (20) 
by Fox is Edward Pawley, cur- 
rently appearing in ‘Two Seconds.’ 





Harlan Spanish Supe 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Richard Harlan, former Fox ver- 
sion megger, has been given a term 
contract at Universal and will be in 
charge of all Spanish versions there. 
Harlan made the Spanish sync ol 
‘East of Borneo’ for U. 





Manners on Loan 
Hollywood, Oct, 19. 
RKO-Pathe has borrowed 
Manners from Warners for the male 
lead in ‘Lady With a Past.’ 
It stars Constance Bennett. 





poolrooms and anywheres and we 
deemed it quite a privilege to talk 





to the bums and the drunks.’ 


— 


David | 
| The trip in all will consume 15 days 
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TT LOOKS THAT 
AY IN NEW YORK 


Second and Last Coast 
Battle in '29—Legit Body 
Claims Growing Film 
Strength — Classes Acad- 
emy with N. V. A.—No 
Red Fire for Next Strife 





STUDIOS 90% UNION? 


Equity shows signs of getting 
ready for a spring attack on Holly- 
wood. It feels certain of bringing the 
screen contingent into the fold next 
time and lining up to force its self- 
drawn contract upon the studios. 
If such battle should ensue it will be 
the third in the series. 

Frank Gillmore is now out there 
and may remain in Hollywood for 
two months instead of one. Equity 
claims greater strength on the 
Coast despite the two previous set- 
backs. It points to the new actor 
contract with film companies as 
literally a facsimilie of its own. 

In New York the legit organiza- 
tion marks the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences, heralded 
at the start by Equity as a pro- 
ducer set-up, as in a class with the 
NVA. Putting through the con- 
tract with the Academy as the cred- 
it medium was just a political move 
and will be appreciated as such by 
picture people when disputes arise, 
Equity men maintain, 

Sans Ba!iyhoo 

If there is a new battle it will be 
devoid of the fireworks and bally- 
hoo, which have marked the previ- 
ous affrays. That much Equity has 
already decided. Meanwhile, Equity 
is understood to be striving to make 
membership in its Hollywood 
branch as easy as possible. The 
claim is 3,000 members on the coast. 
There has been an ever increasing 
flow of legit people toward the Pa- 
cific which must have swelled the 
stage faction in films by 50% during 
the past two years. 

Expulsion has been _ virtually 
dropped from the Hollywood end. 
Today there is not a member, ac- 
cording to New York authorities, 
who is classified as “expelled” in 
Hollywood. The method of sus- 
pension also has been minimized. 
Only failure to obey instructions 
under a call to arms will result in 
Hollywood payees going up on the 
blacklist, as usual 

Studio crafts on the coast are now 
90% unionized, as Equity sees it, 
the actors’ body admits to stightly 
under 25% as regards film colony 
members. 

The last Equity strike on the 
Coast, summer of ‘29, came to noth- 
ing after loyalists had not worked 
for around 12 weeks. Ethel Barry- 
more was given credit for breaking 
the strike when she violently dis- 
agreed with Gilmore's policy at that 
time. 


400 EXHIBS IN SOUTH 
ON HOLLYWOOD VISIT 


Atlanta, Oct. 19. 

Through exchange of letters and 
personal contact, 400 exhibs so far 
have decided to take a joint jour- 
ney to Hollywood. The exhibitors 
of the parties will be representative 
of the indie exhib organizations of 
the several southern states they 
operate in. 

Each exhib will pay his own ex- 








penses and has the privilege of 
taking along his family. 
A large party is contemplated. 


Preparations will shortly start for 
special train transportation, leaving 
from a central point in the south, 
probably this city, about Jan. 15. 


LEILA BENNETT THRU 
Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Leila Bennett, 


who came here for 





Warner's ‘Taxi,’ will return to New 


be next week. 


She'll return to the stage. 


+ 


18 Par Films at L. 1. Studio, 31-32; 
No Percentage East for Schulberg 





Doubling Twice 





Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Picture director was stopped 
by a friend. 

‘I saw you with your new 
liveried chauffeur at the open- 
ing,’ said the friend. ‘I thought 
you drove your own car.’ 

‘That was no chauffeur,’ an- 
swered the director. ‘That was 
my roommate.’ 














ONLY 4 GOOD 
SETS OF GAMS 


Hollywood, Oct. 19, 


Good legs are not a requisite for 
femme stardom in pictures, de- 
spite the spotlight standing of Mar- 
lene Dietrich, Joan Crawford, Clara 
Bow and Jean Harlow. That quartet 
holds the palms for having the best 
sets of gams on the screen. 

Lamping the stars from the toes 
up, it would appear that the poorer 
the gams the better the chance of 
picture success. Information comes 
from a cameraman who has photo- 
graphed them all, knows of which 
he speaks and tells of these trying 
times with lighting and camera an- 
gles to hide the deficiencies of the 
name femmes from the waist down. 


Defects 


Outside of the four named the 
cameraman says there’s not a shank 
in a carload that could reach the 
back row in a Ziegfeld chorus. He 
points to femme names among the 
top three current, one bowlegged 
and the other wearing a number 
eight shoe, 

A picture star recently from legit 
has only one worry and she'll admit 
it, that she may had to be photo- 
graphed in a short skirt. Another, 
whose salary is bigger than the 
President's, is an s.a. rave, but has 
gams that are a few sizes too thin. 
They're never seen on the screen. 
It’s still the cameraman talking. 

Hollywood has its perfect and 
super perfect gams—but these are 
in the extra list, where but few 
stars originate. 

Those pictures of this or that 
star’s legs that get into the fan 
mags are mostly synthetic, says the 
cameraman. Hollywood has cata- 
logued the best underpinnings in the 
extra list, and perfect tootsies can 
always be obtained by double ex- 
posure. 





Jeannette MacDonald Is 
To Play ‘Merry Widow’ 
In Paris in French 





Jeanette MacDonald returns to 


Paris next April to play ‘The 
Merry Widow’ in French with M. 
Catriens’ government’ subsidized 


company at the Galiete-Lyrique. 
Miss MacDonald will be starred in 
the revival which is current over 
there at this theatre. It is the first 
instance ne 
going abroad to be headlined in a 
musical in the native tongue. 
Prima donna and picture girl sails 
on a guarantee of four weeks with 
an option of four more which she, 


and not the management, can ex- 
ercise. Miss MacDonald will also 
select, or must approve, the male 
lead in the operetta. 

Due to leave for the coast late |} 
this week, she is scheduled for two 
Paramount pictures there, with 
Chevalier, and also the French ver- 
sions of these films. The matter 
of her doing the sound remake of | 
‘The Merry Widow’ for Metro, 
originally done as a silent by Mae | 
Murray and John Gilbert, is still | 
pending 


+ 





—_———-___ 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

It has been settled that 18 fea- 
ture talkers will be made by Para- 
mount at its eastern studio this 
season. That reduces the total set 
for the coast from 70 to 52, or on 
the average of one weekly. 

A schedule will be made up for 
the pictures on Long Island, with- 
out that studio being obliged to 
close meanwhile. The first three 
or four features are set, it is said. 

Besides relieving the coast pro- 
duction end, eastern Par heads are 
reported figuring on Long Island 
as a convenience for emergencies, 
tests, nearer to the Broadway legits, 
etc., along the line of original rea- 
soning for the existence of the L. L 
plant, besides the ever present fa- 
vorable purpose of inner studio 
competition, east vs. west. 

Out here the opinion appears to 
prevail that a percentage arrange- 
ment held by B. F. Schulberg is 
part of his compensation from Para- 
mount, and including a set salary. 
Guarantee, has something to do with 
Par pictures west or east at times, 
Schulberg participates, it is claimed, 
under a percentage basis upon the 
gross rentals of those Paramount 
pictures made at the coast studio 
if they go beyond a certain amount. 
Up to that sum Schulberg receives 
his set salary. 


MADGE EVANS’ SECOND 
CAREER FOR STARDOM 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Madge Evans, former child pic- 
ture player, engaged by Metro for 
one picture, is set for a star build- 
up. 

Her one picture carried an option 
for six months. During that time 
she was spotted in several Metro 
pictures and loaned to United Arte 
ists for ‘Greeks,’ Contract was this 
week torn up and another substi- 
tuted calling for five years, with op- 
tions, ;, 








Ina Claire’s Show 


Ina Claire will) not do a picture 
for Radio as contemplated follow- 
ing completion of ‘Greeks Had a 
Word for It’ for Sam Goldwyn. Miss 
Claire was to do a picture for Radio 
called ‘Folly.’ 

Postponing her trip east for a 
week or two, Miss Claire is remain- 
ing in Hollywood to sit in on the 
cutting and editing of ‘Greeks.’ 

Upon coming east she will look 
over plays for possible Broadway 
showing this fall or winter. Miss 
Claire is under contract to Goldwyn 
for five years, 
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Production Halts 


PICTURES 





As W. Es Price of $500 a Reel 
Is Compared with RCA’s $100 


Production in the visual educa- 
tional field has come to an abrupt 
halt. Western Electric. has deemed 
it impolitic, as a subsidiary of A. 
T. & T. to continue further in its 
missionary film production work. 
Fox, however, is awaiting Western’s 
decision on a lower license royalty 
for the classroom. If W. E. does 
not cut its $500 per reel royalty, 
then not only Fox but every com- 
pany in the field interested in class- 
room subjects indicates a leaning, 
visually, toward RCA Photophone. 
RCA is asking only $100 per reel. 

This license fee issue has loomed 
from the start as the greatest set- 
back to academic production. With 
38 subjects complete, and a plan for 
distribution reached by Fox, W. E. 
no longer regards, as it has right 
along, the Fox production activities 
as experimentative. Fox must pay 
on the line and take out a license 
before it can sell W. E. recording to 
the schools. 

Fox’s Move 

Before the week is 
make the move which will set the 
most important precedent for 
school room activities. Either West- 
ern will cut the royalty or else the 
business goes to RCA, Fox paying 
Western at the same time about 
" $50,000 for the first batch of visuals 
recorded the W. E. way. Mean- 
time, Fox has called off further pro- 
duction activities pending the out- 
come of the license matter. 

Western's atitude on Monday was 
that it has shown the way by which 
regular picture producers may suc- 
cessfully serve the classrooms of 
the country. The company terms its 
production activities as only a 
stimulant and guide for the rest of 
the industry. It refused to indicate 
whether or not it will cut its roy- 
alty demands. 

While eliminating its non-the- 
atrical activities by merging them 
with regular sales spots throughout 
the country, W. E. revealed that it 
will sell or rent to schools the 60 
subjects which it has completed for 
teaching teachers as well as pupils. 
Quite probably, Westernites con- 
ceded, is that the electric will or- 
ganize its own distribution medium 
to handle this business. 


Will Retain Board 


W. E. will maintain its advisory 
board of promotional experts and 
professors to lend whatever im- 
petus they can to the development 
o the educational field. This de- 
partment, it was declared emphat- 
ically Monday, will not be elimin- 
ated in Western’s sudden halt on 
production, 

In electrei circles it is acknowl- 
edged that picture producers have 
an entirely different perspective on 
classroom production than they had 
for sound in the theatre. There is 
not the stampede which was mani- 
fest when dialog dawned for the 
boxoffice and when Western had 
every producer under long term li- 
cense before Photophone could get 
underway. 

This time producers are abiding 
their time and are least inclined to 
pay top price for privileges. 


Publix Completes All 
Nat’l Product Deals 


Working from a preliminary an- 
alysis and survey of the entire 
Publix map, division for division, 
the chain has completed all its na- 
tional hooking deals. 

Flexibility of beoking, with each 
situation having more leeway than 
ever before, is believed within 
Publix to be a condition that will 
aid both the theatre and the dis- 
tributor this season. 


up Fox will 











‘Arrowsmith’ at $2 


Sam Goldwyn from Hollywood 
has decided that ‘Arrowsmith,’ from 
the Sinclair Lewis novel, must be 
a $2 picture. 

It will be the first Goldwyn talker 
at a deuce-spot since ‘Devil to Pay’ 
at the Gaicty two years ago. 

Opening will be around the holi- 
days, with general release on pic- 
ture Dec. 26, 





$20,000,000 in Color 





Sources interested in the de- 
velopment of color films est- 
imate that in the past 20 years, 
or since color films of some 
kind have been possible, the 
picture industry, including one 
or two outside interests has 
spent over $20,000,000 experi- 
menting on natural color pic- 
tures. This does not take in 
color film production costs but 
is an estimate on experiment 
outlay only. 

Among the picture compan- 
ies Paramount leads in this 
field of experimentation with 
two processes being considered 
at one time and now reporied 
devoted to a three color 
tem brought over from Europe. 
Fox, also, has done extensive 
lab work on color film develop- 
ment, 


sys- 











Newark Papers 


Slap Clamp on 
Rialte Lecturer 


Newark, Oct. 19. 
Power of the press to throttle was 
illustrated here by the experience of 
Dr. M. Sayle Taylor, who maintains 
he has been worse treated here than 
in any place he has played in the 
States. The doctor is lecturing at 
the Rialto, Warner film house. 
When the Warner publicity men 
placed a quarter page ad for Tay- 
lor with the ‘Sunday Call’ they were 
called up late on the deadline day 
by the advertising manager, who 
informed that the ad had been 
killed. When he was requested to 
allow Dr. Taylor to explain his 
work, he said it would be no use 
and he further refused to see the 
Warner man or consider the ad 
with changes. Finally he stated 
that the forms had been locked and 
there was nothing to do about it. 
So WB’s rep told the ‘Call’ to un- 
lock the forms and take the regular 
WB quarter page out also. This 
was done. Later, a prominent city 
official got in touch with WB and 
asked them to order the regular ad 
in again. As there was no chance 
to disobey this official they did so. 
It transpired that tthe picture 
critic of the ‘Call’ had visited the 
official and, according to the official, 
had told him how they had begged 
WB to make changes in the ad but 
WB had refused to alter. Also, he 
stated that he, the critic, had never 
been favored or treated as his posi- 
tion merited by WB, who were tak- 
ing a high hat attitude toward the 
‘Call,’ 

That the first statement, as quot- 
ed by the official, was utterly false, 
came to light later when a similar 
ad was rejected by the ‘News.’ No 
modifications were permitted. Mat- 
ter was taken to the managing edi- 
tor who suggested alterations which 
were embodied and submitted as 
approved by him. The ad force told 
the m.e. that he had nothing to do 
with advertising and stood ada- 
mant. WB offered an ad in which 
nothing was said but the name of 
the lecturer and his lecture. This, 
too, was flatly refused. Then it was 
discovered that, induced by influ- 
ences suspected but unproved, the 
papers had met and decided to al- 
low no mention whatever of Dr. 
Taylor to be made. The ‘Star- 
Eagle’ refused to agree to this. It 
published the original ad, modified, 
and then asked as a favor that no 
more large ads be offered. A small 
ad was regularly run. 

An examination of the original ad 
shows nothing that any reasonable 
person could object to, while 
modified by the ‘Star-Eagle’ it 
wouldn’t cause a thrill even in an 
old maids’ home, 
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Only Vande at Moss’ 


Moss’ Broadway, New York, will 
take a fling at a nearly all straight 
vaude show beginning this Satur- 
day, Oct. 24, 

In conjunction with the usual 
stage show, only news weeklics and 
short subjects will be shown on the 
screen. 











Physicians prescribe vitamins A, 
B, C and D, to insure the health of 
their patients. There is still an- 
other, vitamin E, which is joy, 
happiness, fun and good gags as 
given by 


YORK and KING 


Direction 
JENIE JACOBS 
REEVES & LAMPORT 





TALKER MADE IN DIRIGIBLE 





Promotional Picture Taken Wholly 
Within Mammoth ‘Akron’ 





Washington, Oct. 19. 
A dual promotion idea has been 
advanced to government officials 
which includes the making of a 
talking picture | altogether. within 


the dirigible, ‘Akron.’ At present 
the proposal stands a good chance 
of aeceptance, 

As the biggest airship afloat, the 
New Yorkers behind the proposi- 
tion say there is plenty of scope 
for complete story and action within 
the ship. 

Promotion will actually work three 
ways, for aerial transportation, for 
the big ship for safety and for the 
picture company in a publicity way. 
though the picture will be com- 
mercial. 


MORE HOUSES 
LEAVING 
PUBLIX 


Publix is thought to be operating 
about 550 theatres under its own 
banner currently. This is exclus- 
ive of the Publix Canadian chain. 

Of this 550 quite a number are 
under the operation of Publix part- 
ners in their own houses; theatres 
acquired by Publix when the buy- 
ing rage was on and later turned 


back to the partners or, as more 
comnronly has occurred, theatres 
taken over by Publix up to 50% but 
left for operation in possession of 
the other 50% holder who is the 
partner. 

At one time Publix was handling 
around 900 theatres in the U. S., 
excepting some closed. Publix 
dark houses gradually grew to over 
250. 

It is said Publix is continuously 
on the lookout to relieve itself of 
houses in certain districts, As many 
as 300 Publix theatres is the esti- 
mate of the number Publix would 
like to drop off its list. That would 
leave on the chain, taking in all 
downtowns in keys, around 250. 

Sam Katz, head of Publix, but 
recently went on record as stating 
that chain theatre operation, prob- 
ably referring to Publix, has been 
a proven success. This Katz state- 
ment appeared about the time 
Harry Arthur, the general theatre 
operator for Fox, stated that chain 
theatre operation has proven a fail- 
ure. To back up his belief, Arthur 
announced the proposed decentral- 
ization of the Fox theatre chain in 
the east, something that nearly has 
been accomplished by this time. 

In decentralizing the eastern Fox 
theatre condition Arthur has 
handled around 200 houses, a lesser 
lot in operation than the Publix 
theatres gone dark, 

Fox's largest group of houses is 
contained with the Fox West Coast 
chain, also to be shortly decentral- 
ized by Arthur, similarly to the 











eastern break up of the Fox string. 


Skouras Cut Par Salary in Half 
As Bros. Take on 47 Fox Houses 


(ee 


——— 





A Texas Arliss 


Dallas, Oct. 19. 

Exhibs in the southwest 
have been warned of the lad 
who pops up in small burgs 
posing as George Arliss. 

Imposter seems to be follow- 
ing ‘Alex Hamilton’ around and 
rates the highbrows for a 
couple feasts -and = socials. 
Many exhibs are going for it, 
with the grifter gone before 
they get wise. 

No stunt. 


6 Bidders for 28 Fox N.Y. 
Up-State Houses, with 
Skouras’ Now in Lead 

















Stil a new bidder for Fox’s up- 
state New York houses to indicate 
a wide attempt by former theatre 
owners to get back in the business 
on an independent basis, That may 
be the new tack in theatre opera- 
tion that started with the Arthur 
plan of localized operation and de- 
centralized operating aims. 

Latest is Sablosky and McGuirk, 
formerly prominent in the Stanley 
chain, represented by Saul Rogers, 
formerly general counsel for Fox 
Films under the old William Fox 
management, 

Altogether makes around six bid- 
ders for the 28 open spots operated 
by Fox upstate. Altogether Fox has 
around 38 theatres in upstate New 
York under supervision of Marshall 
Taylor, division manager under 
Harry Arthur. 

Others bidding include Warners, 
Si Fabian, Meyer Schine, N. Dipson 
and Skouras Brothers. Last named 
have best chance of getting the 
houses, according to report. 


U. A. RUMORS SPIKED 


No Absorption On Hughes Deals— 
Schenck’s Position 





Report that Howard Hughes may 
gain an operating interest in 
United Artists or that otherwise 
U.A. was negotiating with one of 
the majors for absorption one way 
or another have been officially 
kayoed by the highest’ sources. 
Hughes will distribute four pictures 
through U.A. as per contract. No 
other deal between the two is on 
or in prospect. 

The absorption report had Metro 
linked but that was kayoed both 
ways. Joe Schenck, back in New 
York, looks to be gradually wean- 
ing away from active direction of 
United Artists in favor of overhead 
supervision mostly. From. that 
angle as plans look to be working 
out this will effect no particular 
setup change of the U.A. fold. 

Complete accord besides has been 
reached between U.A. and Fox for 
the latter’s taking over of United 
Artists theatres on the coast al- 
ready under operation by FWC. 





Colman’s Sharing Terms 


A sharing arrangement calling 
for a bonus on pictures when they 
attain a certain figure is provided in 
a new five-year contract to Ronald 
Colman from Sam Goldwyn. Con- 
tract replaces the 
which has three years to go. 

Goldwyn originally took Colman 
under a five-year term in 1924, re- 
newing for another five in April of 
1929. Colman, now abroad, returns 
in January and under his new 
agreement is to make two pictures 
annually. 





Doane Leaves Roach 
Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Warren Doane, general manager 
of the Roach studios for 12 years, 
has resigned to direct shorts on his 
own and possibly other lots. 
Roach and Sam Shipman are now 
splitting Doane’s duties. 


Pathe’s Heavyweight 
Hlollywood, Oct. 19. 
Billy Gilbert, who weighs 250 
pounds, has been given a Pathe con- 
tract. 





present termer, |: 








To permit them to take over 
the 47 Fox theatres in Greater New 
York, management of which the 
Skouras Brothers assumed Sun. 
(18), the brotherg 
agreed to take a 50% cut in sal. 
ary from Paramount, according to 
inside. 


day morning 


The three Skouras brotherg 
are reported as having together 
contracted for something like 
$180,000 yearly from Par. 

In taking over the Fox spots the 
Skouras boys have the okay of 
Halsey-Stuart, downtown bankers, 
who underwrote the $13,000,000,000 
bond issue now on Fox Theatres 
and which matures next spring. At 
that time it is figured the bankers 
and the operators will get together 
on a refinancing plan on some cere 
tain basis of income bonds to be 
issued. 

That way everything has been 
cleared to let the Skouras re-enter 
the independent field of theatre 
operation with encouragement and 
support from all sides, including 
Paramount. Latter has no financial 
nor operating interests in the 
Skouras-Fox deal. Par retains its 
partnership arrangement with the 
Skouras Brothers in previously 
negotiated deals and future come 
mitments under its usual privilege 
basis as per existing contracts. 


Skouras’ With 67 


That is for Par to consider share 
ing, if so willing, in the Skouras une 
dertakings whensoever undertaken, 
The Fox deal which was closed Fri- 
day (16) gives the Skouras’ an op- 
erating circuit of 67 theatres in 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsyle- 
vania, Indiana and other spots. 

Skouras Brothers are currently 
negotiating to take over 28 Fox 
upstate New York houses perhaps 
within three weeks. If and when 
completed, will give the trio a cir- 
cuit of 95 theatres. 

In taking over the Fox spots 
Skouras retains certain Fox pere 
sonnel with Harry Woodin continu- 
ing as division manager under the 
Skouras banner, Currently Woodin 
is handling operation of Greater 
New York, Brooklyn and Long 
Island. Abe Blumstein, film buyer 
for Fox Theatres, shifts to the 
Skouras citadel. 


FILM STORIES 
DEAD MARKET 








Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Market for new stories is prac- 
tically dead despite an admitied 
shortage at all studios of material. 
Type of material which previously 
would have brought spirited bidding 
among the companies is passing 
unnoticed, and story agents are 
wondering what to do for a living. 

Berated by home offices for h‘gh 
picture costs, studios are cutting 


down on high priced books, m'g 
stories, ete. and assigning staff 


writers to do originals re-v2mp or 
discover new twists in old plots. 50 
far, this has proved a failure. 

Agents see their only ray 2f hope 
in fact that studios must come to 
them sometime. 


~ 


Indies Slow Spell 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Lack of activity in the independ- 
ent productien field has Metropoli- 
tan studios in the midst of its slow- 
est period in years. Studio only has 
four rental companies on the lot— 
Harold Lloyd, Spencer Bennett Pro- 
ductions, Welshay, and Liberty. 

Lloyd is due to start his new pic- 
ture within two months, while Lib- 








erty is inactive and has nothing 
scheduled before the first of the 
year. 


Bennett, making detective shorts 
for Radio, uses the stages about four 
days monthly. Welshay photographs 
outside, using the studio only for 
dubbing and office space. 

Educational, which controis 
studio, is making its own pictures 
on the Educational Jot. 
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RKO-Pathe and Radio Pictures May 
~ Be Placed Under One Direction 








Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Reported here a contemplation in 
Wew York of solving the Radio Pic- 
jures studio problem is by placing 
that and RKO-Pathe under one op- 
erative direction. Ways or means 
by which this may or will be ac- 
complished is not mentioned. 

That government consent may be 
yequired is another report. When 
RKO bought Pathe, with the latter's 
studios as one of the assets ac- 
quired, it is stated the buy was made 
with the understanding Pathe should 
not be merged with RKO’s other 
producing unit, Radio Pictures. 
Present story says there will be no 
actual merger, just a general op- 
erating direction over both studios. 

Jos. I. Schnitzer, president of 
Radio Pictures, is at the local studio 
with William LeBaron in charge of 
production. At RKO-Pathe, Charles 
Rogers is production chief with Lee 
Marcus, RKO-Pathe president, head- 
quartering in New York. Both 
studios are subject to decisions in 
general movements by Hiram Brown, 
president of RKO. 

Brown is said to 


have received 


several reports of late made by 
heads of depts. from New York. 
Among those out here have been 


B. F. Kahane, RKO general coun- 
sel; Jules Levy, the RKO picture 
buyer; Charles Rosensweig, gen. 
sales mgr. for Radio Pictures, and 
Jos. E. Plunkett, RKO’s gen. mgr. 
in charge of theatres. 
Plunkett’s Advice 

Plunkett was expected for a 
longer stay. He is said to have made 
several recommendations while at 
the studio, including the suggestion 
to scrap ‘Macheeta.’ It was followed. 
About $70,000 had been spent in 
preparation on this picture, which 
was to have starred Richard Dix. 


Plunkett is also said to have in- 
quired why Hope Williams, legit 
actress, had been brought west to 


star in pictures while unknown to 
film followers. Shortly after that 
Miss Williams returned east. 

Numberless rumors’ concerning 
Radio Pictures never stop. They 
have been going around for a year 
or more. Meanwhile, the Radlo 
etudio personnel has been virtually 
unchanged, 


SHOW HEADS AS 
STOCK BROKERS 


; 








Wall Street’s influence on the 
show world and particularly the film 
biz is indicated by five big film men 
and one former exec recorded as 


affiliated with Stock Exchange 
houses. How and to what extent 
filmdom’s leaders have become 


financially minded is shown by a 
Survey that indicates all but one 
of these have become downtown 
pariners within the past three years. 

The lone exception is William 
Travers Jerome, Jr., of Technicolor, 
and a partner in the firm of James 
B. Colgate & Co. 44 Wall Street. 

No show people outside of the 
film side are listed. 

Eugene Zukor of Paramount is 
listed as a partner in R. C. Mont- 
gomery & Co., 111 Broadway. 

Columbia has a_ representative 
financial man in Maurice Goodman, 
also special ounsel for RKO, listed 
4S a partner of Arnold & Co., 32 
Broadway. John Zanft, former Fox 
Theatre operator, not so long ago 
became an active partner in Eric & 
Drevers, 115 Broadway. 


Nicholas R. Schenck, Loew's 


chieftain, liste1 as holding a part- 
nership in Jenks, Gwynne & Co. 
Other Loe:y heads listed as inter- 


ested in downtown firms include Ar- 
thur M. Loew and David L. Loew, 
brothers, holding special partner- 
Ships in Mervin Ash & Co., 40 Wall 
Street, and the only special partners 
so far listed film 
minds. 


known as among 
Caught Sririt in ‘29 

While there is no info pointing to 

the subsequent conclusion from rec- 

ords that reveal entrance of certain 


of the company members into Stock 
Exchange listings, all but William 
Travers Jerome, Jr.. became down- 
town enthused in 1929 or jater. Co- 
incidentally that year points to the 


Nhnanctalizing of the picture indus- 
the period when Fox- 
to change hands 
nancial talk ever 


t It was 
Loew ste began 
ariel ipo niered in fi 


Pathe on Edison 


Pathe News had a 400-foot 
special on the death of Thomas 
iMdison in every first run ac- 
count in this country Sunday 
noon (18) just eight hours after 
the electrical wizard’s death. 
The pictures had been pre- 
pared in advance and were re- 
leased by telegraph in all of 
the branches. 

Besides scenes showing the 
highlights of Edison’s life both 
in sound and in silent, David 
Sarnoff, pres. of Radio Cor- 
poration, made a tribute to the 
late inventor. 


ALLIED EXHIB 
NEWSREEL 
WASHED UP 


Allied Exhibitors’ newsreel, pro- 
duced by Kinograms, is reported 
folding with its eighth issue. Idea 
it would pay for itself and render a 
profit, besides, through national ad- 
vertising did not materialize. 

The reel, according to inside, did 
not sign a single national advertis- 
ing account. Cost to get out each 
issue is figured at around $9,000 
weekly, making total outlay around 
$72,000. Only money derived, it is 
claimed, was from 50c to $1 pay- 
ments to exhibit the reel from vari- 
ous Allied members; also local mer- 
chant advertising in certain spots. 


Salary Readjustments 
For All Fox Companies 
Ranging from 5 to 257 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Taking in the whole Fox organiza- 
tion, a sliding scale of salary re- 
adjustments will go into effect in 
about two weeks, Cuts are 5 to 
25%, depending on amount of sal- 
ary. 

Wage reductions will take in Fox- 
West Coast, Fox studio, the home 
office, exchanges, both local and for- 
eign, and other branches. Starting 
date is dependent on arrangement 
with Fox studio contract people. 

Lowered salaries may be tempo- 
rary, with a refund later if condi- 
tions warrant. 

















FRANKLIN-HUGHES 
SPLIT IS IMMINENT 


Los Angeles, Oct. 21. 

Harold B. Franklin's individual 
name on the local Paramount and 
U. A. theatre ads is forerunner to a 
possible disassociation of Howard 
Hughes from the H-F theatres. 

Franklin from the start took over 
both former Publix stands on his 
own. He may also absorb the pres- 
ent H-F houses, with Hughes re- 
ported disinterested in further the- 
atre operation. 


A. J. Balaban Back 








19. 


sev- 


Chicago, Oct 
after 
Mrs. Baia- 
surmise of 


A. J. Balaban is back, 
eral months abroad with 
ban and the family. No 
his arrival having come from New 
York looks to indicate that the 
Palabans made their return trip via 
Montreal, and then Chicago 

So far known A. J. has no 
positive idea } 


again be 
active in the biz. 


Lightman’s 25°, 


Publix, i 


as 
about oming 
show 


In his deal with 1ergins 


four theatres in Ft. Smith, Ark., M. 
A. Lightman operates the quartet, 
but instead of a 75% interest in 
the group holds only 234 states 


the Publix home office. 


Publix says that in no ease would | 


it become a minor interest partne 





} Stage 


2 Features, 5 Acts, News 
And Short Film for 35c 


Providence, Oct. 19. 
The Modern theatre, new vaudftilm 
house, last week at 35c. top, played 
feature pictures, ‘The Parisian,’ with 
Adolphe Menjou and Elissa Landi; 
‘Ships of Hate,’ with Lloyd Hughes 
and Dorothy Sebastian, and five 


AVen e2{Aniiwr 7 souwre LT € 
AiSO Sso0OUuUTIG TRews and a 





act. 
comedy short. 

Other vaude house had one fea- 
ture picture and five acts at 50c. top 


No More Cutting 
By Distribs for 
Dual Film Houses 


Producers went Into a huddle on 
the double feature situation and 
emerged with agreed upon instruc- 
tions to sales departments to com- 
bat the two-for-one programs by 
refusing concessions in price. These 








were hitherto offered exhibs with 
twin feature dates. 
The price concessions, as ex- 


plained, came by way of the sales 
departments which, anxious to get 
product slough on streens at any 
cost, would cut prices for the double 
bill dealers. 

Idea prevalent is that exhibs will 
play solo programs rather than 
have to pay full rates per feature 
for two films. Besides which it has 
been discovered that certain exhibs 
could fare as well with solo features 
on split weeks but play double be- 
cause of the big price discounts 
allowed. 

Plan was agreed upon, it is re- 
lated, at a meeting of producers in 
New York wherein the matter was 
amply discussed from all angles. It 
is in direct contrast to the scheme 
submitted early this season calling 
for a stipulated condition in sales 
contracts banning double programs. 
When that plan came before com- 
pany lawyers it was universally 
concurred upon to be illegal as part 
of any contract to ban or compel 
such conditions by contract. 


SCRIPTS-FILMS 
GO TO HAYS 
FOR CODE 


Hays Production Code commenc- 
ing this week realize its first field 
guidance of all production activities 
of members of the organization. 
From now all companies will sub- 
mit their scripts as well as the 
finished product to the official Hays 
eye. 

During the first year of the code 
only pictures were required to be 
submitted. It remained optional 
with producers whether they pre- 
sented the working script or not. 

Many of the companies voluntar- 
ily presented their scripts from the 
start. The changes were thus made 
with pencil and on paper instead of 
by shears with film. 

The theory that paper censorship 
is better than celluloid has finally 
reached the point of general recog- 
nition and adoption. 








Short-Short Shorts 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 


‘Liberty’ short-short stories will 
get short-short production by Nat 
Ross. 


Tirst, ‘Round Heels’ was a two- 
day job by William Cowan, scenar- 
ist and megger. It used Dorothy Re- 
vier, Jason Robards and John Hol- 
land. 

, 
Extras’ Bad Week 
Oct. 19 
two 
629 


Hollywood 

Extras idling the 
months, with an average of only 
working daily last week. This 
spite 40 features in production 
Week before had 42 units active on 
two days, the second 
peak of the year. Pre. 
June had oniy three 
Last Monday ha@ work for 1.052 


most in 


de- 


production 


ious high in 


more units 





of the mob, but rest o 1@ wee! 


vas starvation 
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Cohen Finds Coast Unaware 


Of Exhibitors 


Situation or Economy 


End, Nation 
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Radio and Stock 


producers are 
ing the increased radio 
sentment of dramatic 
the major air They 
claim there isn't doubt 
broadcasting scenes from plays 


Stock lament- 
pre- 
skits by 
stations. 
any 


as well as giving either con- 
densed versions of pieces or 
full length scripts hurt the 


stock companies. 

Last year the kick was about 
Amos ‘n’ Andy keeping the 
people home. Now, with each 
station presenting some sort of 
a dramatic playlet nightly the 
stock producers say that radio 
is making itself felt even worse 
than last year. 


CUT ON PASSES 
WILL INCLUDE 
lc TAX 











I’or the first time in film history, 
major and affiliated circuits are 
bending towards a universal plan 
for elimination or curtailment of 
the theatre pass. Plan as proposed, 
and believed already agreed upon, 
calls for a special service tax to be 
levied on free admissions every- 
where. Tax amounts to 10-cents 
per admission, the revenue to be 
applied towards establishment of 
employe benefit funds by the re- 
spective chains. 

Free admissions have been classi- 
fied and three types will be exempt 
—the gold medalists, reviewers, and 
employee cards. 

Present estimate of free admis- 
sions to circuit theatres alone runs 
to around 3,000,000 annually. On 
the basis of 2,400 affiliated theatres 
and at the estimated average of 35 
cents per admission this 3,000,000 
free customers figure for a total b. 
o. loss of something near $1,000,000. 
That's to affiliated theatres only. 

Besides the humanitarian angle, 
the levying of a 10-cent tax on 
passes is calculated to gradually and 
materially reduce their number. 


Milestone Balks at 7 
Pictures Yearly—Calls 
It Off with Selznick 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Louis Milestone’s split with David 
Selznick is reported over Milestone’s 
refusal to assume responsibility for 
seven talkers annually. Two of 
these were to be personally directed 
by Milestone and the remainder to 
be supervised by him. Milestone is 
reported to have said the task was 
too much for satisfactory results 
from one man, in his estimation, 
within a time limit of 52 weeks. 

Milestone’s withdrawal leaves 
Selznick alone with the Milestone- 
Selznick combo incorporated some 
weeks ago for independent talker 
production. Selznick has been ne- 
gotiating closely and directly with 
Hiram Brown of RKO. It is said 
some substatntial result will even- 
tuate, 

Iieph Asher at this end denied the 
report Brown has been in com- 
munication with him. Asher is a 
Universal studio exec. The same 
New York story also linked up John 
M. Stahl as a Radio Picture lot pos- 
sibility. 

Milestone is 





back on the coast. 
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Studio Record 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Pa established a new produc- 
tion record with five pictures simul- 


taneously in pre iuction this week. 


List includes Poli ‘Negri, William 

Boyd, Aun Hlarding, Constance 

i; Bennett and Tom Keene's ‘Pard- 

NeErs uc renlaces ‘Ghost Town 
am if - mivinal sehe@duls 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Mannie Cohen, out here on a mis- 
sion of co-ordination of Paramount 


production with distribution needs, 


and his sense of proportion are 


fast bringing home to production 
enwrapped Paramounteers that 
maybe there's a depression on after 
all. Maybe the home office has 
some legitimate squawks; maybe 
lots of things. 


Anyway the Par lot seems to be 
the 
as voiced by Cohen who is spokes- 
for the 


| i . 
|exhibitor demands. 


cottoning to eastern influence 


} man eastern distributor- 


‘For one thing,’ says Cohen, ‘with 
so nice and sunny and 
think the 
realize that 


everything 


prosperous out here, I 


picture people barely 


there a thing as a 1931 


they 
really take us seriously when we 
tell them about the breadlines that 
were out on the triangle in the 
heart of Times Square in front of 
the Paramount theatre. 


No Weather Sense 


‘Speaking of this climate, it’s al- 
most too bad production is cen- 
tered here, for hardly 80% of the 
production people seem to realize 
how much the weather affects us 
at the theatres. Anyway, to get 
away from the weather, we're still 
studying lots of things; trying to 
absorb how much pictures cost to 
make and how they’re made in our 
studios here. 

‘Don’t forget, the cost of agpic- 
ture is by no means what yo# see 
on the screen. That's the least 
cost, actually, for the visible pro- 
duction. There’s much more cost 
not seen; an ‘overhead,’ if we must 
resort to that term again, that is 
much larger off the screen. 


was such 


financial crisis. How can 


Locating Cxpenses 


‘Just what this large expenditure 
is, and how we can bring it down, 
is our problem. Maybe it’s story, 
preparation, time and money ex- 
pended in getting things in shape, 
or whatever it is, we think we can 
effect the saving there.’ 


Cohen had lots more to say. He 
emphasized pointedly that the 
‘political faction’ thing in the 
studio has been cleaned up. That's 
out completely. Seemingly he 


cculdn’t make that strong enough. 

Cohen concurred with the find- 
ings that a good total rental for 
a picture these days is $400,000 to 
$500,000. A gradual adjustment of 
production budget must be brought 
about to make a net profit show 
in proportion to the current 
standards of boxoffice returns. 

Maybes 

‘What's more,’ he added, ‘we must 
find out just what the public wants. 
It they want white shoes, no use 
trying to sell '’em yellow or brown 
or black shoes. Let's find out what 
those ‘white shoes’ are. Maybe if 
we hit that, we can make that com- 
mercial commodity bring in a 
greater return than seems to be the 
recent average limit. Maybe we 
won't have to shave that bother- 
some ‘overheac’ and worry ag 
much about t as we do.’ 

Cohen dwelt on what 
lesson, in time, this ‘depression’ 
will leave. He thinks it may all 
work out for the best providing, ‘If 
we remember. But know the 
American public; prosperity 
come again and we'll all go hay- 
wire as before and not maintain 
that sense of proportion and sense 


ultimate 


you 
let 


of values we do today.’ 

Cohen argued alse ‘that aside 
from a coupl>: ef executives, nene 
in any studio seems to know or 
even cares to know about the fig- 
ures on returns of pictures, 

Cohen is showing figures black 


on white. How much the first runs 





bring the second runs; the 
rest of the pick-up stuff; the 
foreign market; the boxoffice life 
| of a picture and its earliest rentals 
| compared to the amount of money 
; tied up in each picture for months 


until 
windo We 


and still tied 
jthe ticket 


up returned at 
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1a %: * * * . il 
ify mand for Continuity Writers on Ho ywood. 
a ore > e . . “ H %e”? 
a Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety's” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
iB: C on S eve S a 0s r each Saturday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 

e ay weekly “Variety.” : ' 

He + ; The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. sg 
7 a a 4 News con the Dailies in.Los Angeles will be found in that customary 
+e a Hollywood, Oct. 19. 1 R 3 d epartment. 
‘ei ‘Can he write continuity?’ st Uns On Drea way 

ei This question is uppermost now a Charles H. Rogers, Pathe’s pro- ‘ ‘Monkey Biz Suit’ 

: when the name of a writer comes (Subject to Change) duction head, lett here Saturday for Injunction and accounting of 
up for consideration at any of the his first home office conference] profits suit is being drawn up by an 
studios. Ability to write dialog, a Week Oct. 23 since he took over the production] attorney for Ole Olesen and Chie 
supreme asset for writers for the Paramount — ‘Woman Ee- reins. He'll be in New York three| Johnson against Paramount for use 
- . : ts : hag weeks. of title, ‘Monkey Business,’ on Mar 
Jjast two years, is now a secondary tween’ (Par). ; ' picture Olsen and Johnson cae 
consideration. Roxy — ‘The Cisco Kid Bennett Resumes this title was used on their revue 

Studios see themselves overboard (Fox). ; ie Joan Bennett, now around with- | in 1926 and tab vaude version since, 
on dialog writers, but all admit a Capitol—‘Susan Lenox’ (Me- out crutches, will be back at Fox Par says handle is open, being 
dearth of continuity men, represent- tro) (2d week). ; : end of this week ta continue ‘She| Used on a comedy short in 1915, 
ing the one craft which only per- Rivoli — ‘Monkey Business Wanted a Millionaire,’ halted when| Olsen & Johnson merely seek an 
tains to the picture business. (Par) (3d week). she had the horseback accident. order to show cause why the in- 
Metro’s Call Strand — ‘Alexander Hamil- ee — — junction should not be issued, 
ton’ (WB). ae * Pathe Starters alata 

Gradual elimination of dialog to a Mayfair — ‘Spirit of Notre ‘Lady With a Past’ (Constance 4-Year-Old Crashes 
minimum and the trend back to ac- fo (U) (24 soaks. BILLY and ELSA NEWELL Bennett's next), Ann Harding's Cora Sue Collins, 4-year-old from 
tion is responsible. Last week Winter Garden — ‘Five Star Offering a brand new comedy hit See teen and de eg poy a Clarkesburg, W. Va., crashed Uni- 
; Metro, with more writers than any Final’ (WB) (7th week). by Bennett and Carlton my Pathe Gu 2. ed to get started| versal for a seven-year contract. 
ae plant out here, sent out a call for Hollywood — ‘Mad Genius’ Direction HARRY WARD, MAX|~ " ae Oe — ay tad Pudge,’ boosted as a 

He ge with the ae gc cacgr eee (WB). GORDON OFFICE. ee ee Se re a ae emme Skippy. 

. Sel the ability to transcribe yarns into ‘alto—‘Palmy. Days’ (UA pe Keaton’s ‘Cardboard Lover’ at Me- 

oa screen form. It is the one end of sia eae ee Pe: SP tro. His’ first picture in a year. Lahr For Palace 

i the writing. trinity that {s most ‘: k). ok elas : Bert Lahr is eastbound, follow- 

i Jacking now, although it had many meng © Paris watt cid 5 Finishing her work on ‘Grand |!ns preview of ‘Flying High,’ and 

a a and al Gian fortes ie Herself’? (RKO). Hotel’ at Metro, Vicki Baum left | 80es into the RKO Palace, Oct. 24, 

is ye nie & 8, & ; here for Germany Saturday. She’ll | He nae * eg A White musical lined 

. ; "f return in six months with her hus- | UP- rthur brown, actor, is drive 

Ef Fi No class in Hollywood was harder Week oat, 30 band, musical composer and con-|ing Lahr’s car back. 

| hit by talkers than the continuity Paramount — ‘Girls About ductor. She hopes he will land in _——— 


q : writers. Result was that more than 
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a few have been absorbed by other 
businesses. However, the silver 
lining is that there will be steady 
jobs for those who have been find- 
ing it difficult to hang on if they 
can deliver. 


), MUSIC REVIVAL 
| AWAITS LEADER 


2 
_ 
Hollywood, Oct. 19. 


ers 


we 
agate; 8 








Much debated studio problem 
right now is the correct way to 
ian | treat musicals. Producers are intent 
i on finding a way to bring musicals 

back without killing their chances 

by an overplus of songs, or other 

i? mistakes. Several postponements 

ie were caused because studios figured 
ha they hadn’t found the right way. 

They're also waiting on preview 


| ai 
if i" of Warners ‘Her Majesty, Love,’ 
ie (Marilyn Miller) to find if there’s a 
Pe a new way. 
i ‘ Harry Tierney is preparing a mu- 
ii ; sical for Radio. Composer is back 
4 


from New York where he did ‘Best 
YT Wishes’ for the Shuberts, with Tim 
ae Whelan and Ralph Spence on the 
ie book and Ray Egan on lyrics. 


Lesser’s Royalty Guild 
Starts on Left Foot 


= Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
ie Despite the royalty basis for au- 
iaiian | thors outlined by Sol Lesser as pol- 
‘ig icy of his new Motion Picture Guild 
yy of America, his first story for pro- 
duction is an outright buy. 
Story’s an orig by Katherine Hill- 
iker and H. H. Caldwell to fit the 
‘Peck Bay Boy’ title Lesser owns. 











Town’ (Par). 

Capitol — ‘Sin of Madelon 
Claudet’ (Metro). 

Rivoli — ‘Monkey Business’ 
(Par) (4th week). 

Mayfair — ‘Spirit of Notre 
Dame’ (U) (3d week). 

Winter Garden—‘Five Star 
Final’ (WB) (8th week). 

Hollywood—‘The Mad Gen- 
ius’ (WB) (2d week). 

Rialto—‘The Unholy Garden’ 
(UA) (29). 





$2 Pictures 


‘The Guardsman’ 
(Astor) (7th week). 


(Metro) 





Foreign Films 


‘Lindenwirtin vom Rhein’ 
(Superfilm) (German) (Eu- 
ropa) (5th week). 


‘Die Grosse Sehnsucht’ (Ci- 


cero) (German) (Tobis-Van- 
derbilt) (3d week). 

‘Rafle du Soir’ (French) 
(Osso) (Little Carnegie) (2d 
week). 

*Floetenconcert vom Sans- 
souci (Ufr) (German) (Cos- 








mopolitan) (2d week). 





FURTHER FOX PRUNING 


In a further pruning of the Fox 
publicity-advertising department in 
New York, Jerry Jerauld, Hester 
Robinson and five artists have been 
dropped, 





Jerauld, with Fox many years, was 
formerly assistant to Glen Allvine. 


_ -—— 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 


Proposal here of a couple of indie’ 


exhibs is a loop, or near loop, site 
for an all-football program in a 
small seater, Idea is to secure the 
footage on all the outstanding 


games of the week and combine 
these with clips from famous con- 
tests of the past. 

Thought is that the grid fan never 
gets his fill from the regular news- 
reels and with this town particularly 
addicted to the sport, the proposers 
think the interest is sufficient to 
eatch a consistent stream of drop- 
ins on the same theory as the news- 
reel theatres. 

Such events as Red Grange’s four 
touchdowns in the first quarter 
against Michigan will be revived; 
also Eller’s historic run against 
Army, and Slagle through Yale. 
That the ghosts from the past will 
all be in slow motion is believed an- 
other angle which will attract. 

The two exhibs have already se- 
lected a twin-store site upon which 
they intend a high speed renovating 
job so as to open by Nov. 1. A 25- 
cent admission will drop to 15c if 
the immediate reaction is not sat- 
isfactory. There is also the idea of 
putting the house, to be called the 
Stadium, on a 24-hour basis. 

After the football season the 
house will take on a try as an all- 
sports short film theatre. 





Visual Education 


By Tom Waller 





(Seventh of the series of articles 








il UA Finishes 





' Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

t) al ‘Tonight or Never’ went into the 
| eutting room at United Artists stu- 
dio this week, washing up UA pro- 
' duetion for 1931. ‘Cock o’ the Air’ is 
in its closing shots, and the other 
Caddo picture, ‘Sky Devils,’ may 
/ clean up next week. 
' UA studio will be dark until the 
first of the year. 


Waite Roxy P.A. 


Edgar Waite is now in charge of 

Roxy Theatre advertising and pub- 

licity with the shifting of Al Mar- 

ag golies to the Fox home office di- 
vision under Gabe Yorke. Filling 

: Waite’s former job is Dave Hill- 
: man, on from the Coast where he 
a saw service with Fox West Coast. 
Hillman especially called east for 
he the work by Fox a. and p. heads. 
Changes took official effect Mon- 
day (19). 














} ‘Paradise’ in Color 
‘ae: Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
hia Radio is readying ‘Bird of Para- 
a aise’ for early production, with 
Dolores del Rio. It has Elizabeth 
Meehan working on the script with 
Louis Sarecky, who will supervise. 
Story will be considerably mod- 





on moving pictures in the class 
room.) 

That part of the American film 
industry developing pedagogical 
subjects is examining with interest 
one move made at the Third Inter- 
national Educational Film Congress, 
held in Basel, Switzerland, and is 


firmly rejecting another sugges- 
tion. 

Request of the Congress that 
American producers’ give. their 


answer in 1932 to ‘a unique size for 
narrow film stock’ brings only one 
response from the U. S. firms; that 
standard widths of 16 and 35 mm 
be observed in the international 
classroom. On the other hand, the 
American industry is in hearty ac- 
cord with the Congress’ intent to 
bring the subject of no import du- 
ties, or taxes of any kind, on 
strictly educational film to the 
League of Nations. As one Ameri- 
can authority on educational film 
puts it: ‘This would be the most 
constructive move the Congress has 
made since it started meeting in 
Basel.’ 
International Exchange 

Most important, however, in the 
minds of the Americans is the estab- 
lishment of an international ex- 
change of information on class- 
room subjects produced throughout 
the world. As reported by U. 8S. 
Trade Commissioner George R. 
Canty, the Congress recorded its 
definition of classroom material in 





ernized and in coler 


kei 


. WE 


this manner: 


‘No cultural films are wanted in 
schools, but short instructionals 
dealing with the illustration of in- 
dividual subjects and suited to a 
determined intellectual level, the 
run of which does not exceed a few 
minutes. The only exception in- 
volves cases when the film is to re- 
place excursions or to resume a 
course of lectures on a definite sub- 
ject.’ 

The Congress was in accord with 
many of the policies already in ef- 
fect in the States, although de- 
signed exclusively for the American 
school. Institution of sound film in- 
formation courses for teachers is 
also now gaining headway in the 
United States, 

The stand to produce two ver- 
sions of every subject—silent and 
sound—is being ignored in Amer- 
ica. School executives here admit 
the impossibility of obtaining suf- 
ficient suitable subjects in silent 
form. 

Equipment Price 

Two resolutions seen in American 
circles as a feeler for equipment 
prices and exclusive of German ter- 
ritory where American _ talker 
equipment is banned by the Hays 
World Patent Pact, read: 

‘To arrange for sound film ap- 
paratus to be purchased by schools. 
To appeal to the sound film appar- 
atus manufacturers to turn out a 
good cheap priced sound film re- 
production apparatus which could 
be used by schools and educational 





organizations,’ 





a studio. 





Sylvia Sidney out of Paramount's 
‘Ladies of the Big House’ for two 
days with an impacted wisdony 
tooth which had to be yanked. 
Studio looking for a new title for 
the femme prison film. 





George Brent, who went east to 
the legit ‘Homicide,’ is back to go 
into Mascot’s ‘Lightning Warrior’ a 
dog opera. 


Waycoff At U 
Leon Waycoff, legit juve, is get- 
ting a try at pictures in Universal's 
‘Murders of the Rue Morgue’ with 
options, 








Metro Drop- List 
Ernest Torrence, Astrid Allwyn 
and Iris Meredith dropped from 
Metro’s contract list. Torrence has 
been on the payroll four years. 
Others are newcomers, 





Leon Janney was handed a 10- 
wé@ek in person contract by RKO at 
$750 weekly. Opens at the Or- 
pheum, St. Louis, Dec. 19. 





Lou Ostrow with Radio as a story 
supervisor. He was formerly with 





Metro. 
LeRoy’s U. A. Record 
Gloria Swanson company at 


United Artists taking bows on pro- 
duction record, having completed 
‘Tonight or Never’ in 26 days with 
Mervyn LeRoy, director, getting 
credit. That’s the studio’s record. 





M. H. Hoffman, president of Allied 
Pictures, due back here from New 
York Tuesday. Rudolph Floto is 
accompanying him. 





Viola Brothers Shore, on sick 
leave from Paramount, occasions a 
switch in writers. Waldemar Young 
teamed with Miss Shore on ‘Master 
Key’ now doing additional dialog on 
‘Miracle Man.’ Vincent Lawrence 
assigned to ‘Master Key.’ 


Moffett Goes Back 
Jack Moffett, former drama ed. of 
the Kansas City ‘Star,’ left his 
scenario writing job at Universal to 
return to his néwspaper job. He 
was here several months. 





Ulrich Sterndorff, German writer 
and director of synchronizations, 
out at Metro. 








Production on Tiffany’s ‘Sunset 
Trail’ set back 10 days due to Ken 
Maynard getting cut up in a ’plane 
accident. 





Olympic Games committees get- 
ting together to curb rackets that 
are springing up around the coming 
athletic meet. Most of them pro-, 
gram and emblem gyps. 





Picture Changes 

A couple of switches at Fox took 
Victor McLaglen out of ‘Disorderly 
Conduct’ and put him in ‘While 
Paris Sleeps,’ removed Irving Cum- 
mings from direction of ‘Widow’s 
Might.’ Ralph Bellamy replaces 
McLaglen, and Kenneth McKenna: 
subs for Cummings. 





Horn’s Yen 

Leo Lance, returning from Eu- 
rope, has contracts to sell Camilla 
Horn, among other players, to 
studios here. Also commissioned by 
Nero Films of Berlin to get players 
for English versions of German 
talkers, 





- Pauline Frederick left for New 
York to do a picture at Paramount's 
eastern studio. 





U's Fight Yarn 
Edward Luddy is readying a 
prizefight yarn for Universal. He’)] 
direct and Earle Snell will write 
dialog. 





Chadwick’s Four 

I, E. Chadwick, inactive for two 

years, will produce four films for 

Monogram with Trem Carr 
vising. 





Al DeMond will return to the Unie 
versal lot to write ‘The Cohens 
and Kellys in Hollywood.’ 





Vidor Suit Again 

King Vidor’s usury suit against 
Myer and Holler, contractors, for 
$33,000 arising out of the building 
of his studio (now Educational) goes 
on trial again today (Monday) in 
Superior court. Vidor won the first 
trial by default. Contractors had 
it reopened, 


Ma. 


KURZMAN’S AD AGENCY | 


Resigns as Mgr. of Roxy—Opening 
on Coast—Eastern Connections 








Charles Kurzman, managing di- 
rector of the Roxy theatre, has ree 
signed, effective Dec. 1. Kurzman 
will head for the coast on that date 
to open his own advertising agency. 

Deal on which Kurzman is worke 
ing has been with him for months. 
His shifting comes after nearly two 
years spent in the east as special 
assistant to Harry Arthur, general 
manager of Fox Theatre. Kurzman 
first gained a distinctive rep as exe 
ploitation man with Paramount fole 
lowing reportorial experience on the 
coast. Later he weaved through the 
theatre operating divisions until 
head operating man for Paramount 
on the coast under Herman Wobber. 

Kurzman is likely to concentrate 
in the west on amusement advertis- 
ing with connections now being 
established in the east. 

Kurzman had figured on starting 
his new aims some time ago but 
postponed them at Harry Arthur's 
request. So far no Roxy successor 
has been named. Until one is se- 
lected Harry Arthur will direct the 
house activities personally with 
Charles Griswold as resident mana- 
ger. 





‘Colling’s’ Story 
Sono-Art has bought the ‘Cole 
lings Mystery’ drama written by Mie 
chael Simmons, p. a. for the com- 
pany. ‘ 
Inside is that it has to do with 
the Stamford, Conn. murder case 
recently carried in the prints. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Vicki Baum. 

Bert Lahr. 

Arthur Brown. 

Chas. R. Rogers. 

Joe Wolf. 

Charles R. Rogers 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Borzace. 
Lou Borzage. 

Sonia Levien. 

Carl Hovery. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Violet Heming. 
James Cagney. 
Franklin Warner. 
Flo Ziegfeld. 





Cody's Personals 
Dallas, Oct. 19. 
Bill Cody, Monogram’s b.o. aces 
took a two weeks’ swing through 
Oklahoma for a series of personals. 
Special tie-up for ‘Oklahoma 
Jim’, 
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Pictures Not a Lux Can't Stand rigs oonlg 3 Bi ' Sectional K S Showed 
? ury, Move in R. I. For 10%of Ace Ad- Ig SES ey 
is missions—Approved by Finance 
Commr. a 
nother Vent of Laxation—iieans ver ain Osses UVEr 
J Providence, Oct. 19. O ° 
, 7. Move to levy a state tax on the- 2 3 
7 atres and other forms of amuse- ‘ ? 
, ll g usemen or asses ment was pushed another step for- ug ll Palis D * 
, ward when State Commissioner of *9 9 ? 
j — & Finance Frederick S. Peck placed . 
; his approval on such a tax to aid 
“ Taxes have increased 325% in 16 Operators at Play the unemployed of Rhode Island. Stench Bomb Queller Aithough substantially and 22.3% 
rears. Now 18 States are sched- Approval by Peck of the tax vir- under the corresponding period i 
: ye a inder the corresponding period in 
. uled to call special sessions of their c , © che! tually clinches its passage by the ” Dallas oun in 1930, film b.o. for the major spots 
; ee es to add to this burden. ouple o chain operators legislature. ‘ alas, Uct. Ly, = enn aay? md tions Sane 
. legislatures P* > , adi yore met a banker on the golf links. . ; If exhibs want to know what os & boas re 7 three biggest Beym, 
7 Meantime 50 of the leading indus- ‘What are you ed playing Theatre men bitterly opposed to kills a stench bomb, a couple New York, Chicago and Los An- 
tries - oe Raper re a for, a theatre a hole? asked an amusement tax at this time. of old tars from Ft. Worth, geles, jumped 2.2% in September 
: ing privately a ae yes: ee the financial man. Under Peck's plan a tax of lic. on where they get plenty of ex- over August, this year. 
: throughout cg : On oer a ‘Naw,’ answered one of the oom 30c. + 3 Se thereof on perience, have devised a form- Combined figures for the three 
: SS theatre boys, ‘this is a big tickets of adrhission to all amuse- ula which they claim is what keys on first runs show $1,825,300 
L convening in Atlanta. match.’ ment places, would be levied to it takes. in September, as against $1,785,100 
, Film show business, among the raise funds for those out of work. Their method is to throw in August. In 1930 fizures were 
industries preparing what is re- Peck also proposes placing a tax sand on liquid, then sweep out; $2,233,612 for September, as against 
ported to be the most illuminating on meals served in public dining half pound sodium sulphate in $1,735,200 for August. 
3 i ‘ sti half gallon water next; then 7 
campaign against mounting costs places costing $1 or more. : ;  — iin « vis doles’ Seal 
of government operation under the MRE SOURS PUlreriees Coun ace Bye. pete es = pe Mn 
resent systems, is setting itself on soda (ditto on the water); mena — pereeses ee 
: the sremise that pictures are a ne- Gi | F : : Th finally, plenty pure lye and ||™ent for the rest of the country, 
A , d not a luxury; that the Ir aints in eatre water. may be taken to warrant a gen- 
praccencl grr Riot ol Reece ibe mee . For the ceiling and walls, eral improvement to exist in the 
picture 7 . a : A R | Sc f burn green coffee over night. b. o., probably due to early new 
additional cent of crete: — FOX SCOOP t evo ting ene 0 season product of the better kind. 
a function on its’ presen quality C (0) ° How much improvement there 
: basis. : . ; aesareail peration might be in inland b. o. is a mat- 
i The Hays organization in ter for detailed computation al- 
: r ro gage allay ps Be cos ig At the second performance in though film experience shows it 
anti-luxury §& » ; : ce ‘ .|the RKO Cameo theatre on 42nd usually to be greater on percen- 
Charles Pettijohn, Hays general Through a patent just granted by sdneih. Wiki aus Matai 3 : rare sale Fa ee eee 
‘ aa ‘ . : ‘ , Ne , Se ay after- tages with conjecture laying it ta 
. counsel and acknow lodged _& nee Washington, William Fox is said by noon, a girl fainted while hurrying around 5% gain. i 
. most expert on SESeNT s yr et neutral patent lawyers to be in altoward an exit. Ushers lifted the Curiously enough the east shows H 
: yg ha Lat & tkadies sms position to collect heavy toll from | young woman to a seat and brought up best with the Broadway houses : 
€ wha s 8 s q ae . . in — awtat estou ad 
data hon aay ree all and more |™any picture producers. The patent her a glass of water. After some including the Mayfair proving a 1 
fight for less - s aaa ae has to do with the current method minutes she recovered. 9 combined gain of 5.9%. Chicago 
- y econo Cc, rays . 5 ° oni > y le i > 
; saenilne pre oo laa -overnment |°f recording and developing sound| The faint happened during the gained 3%. Los Angeles declined ’ 
in whic oa pot B on film and is a part of the Tri showing of the Tobis German made 8%, so that on totals it’s a standoff ] 
for state and country. Ergon equipment company, which] talker, ‘The Song of Life.’ In it is a oe as between the west and east al- , 
Pettijohn’s Statement Fo: ontrols. scene of a Caesarean operation, per- Organization of the independent] most. Coast looks to have been 
x now c I $ ore ‘t system | 1: 2 
t It is Pettijohn who has found| Patent is explained as carrying| formed by suggestion but realistic- | Producing field aa Ma unit 7 le, hit unusually hard the current sea- 
P that every worker in the country | exclusive right to the photographing | ally in a hospital. It was during this | ° Se cpa eae ve frescng ne ee son and sometime back, to possibly 
4 is now donating on an average of|of sound and picture on separate | Scene that the girl hurriedly started duction an one on, or a me indicate a more extraordinary gen- 
“ one day’s pay for every six work- | negatives and the consequent super- | toward the entrance. Nearly at the | 2” eth ye cotmatctta pees vary eral economic condition than ex- 
t ing days to the government. imposing of the sound track on the |¢"4 of the aisle, she started to slump | independent exchanges Is now under) iting eastward. 3 
C : i r i downward, slow i i way. Project as fostered and for = 
t Citing case after case of what he | final single print released. ownward, slowly falling without | © ii. ha West Coast »re- 32% Drop ; 
; : 1| Producer licensees of both big | uttering a sound. In the semi-dark-| Which various aes 1m , 7 
declares is ube ad scram idee tected in tl s ened house the incident did not get | ducers are being solicited to partic-| Coast also suffers by comparison j 
as Pettijohn declares: electrics are not protected in the use ' ; “ee - , a3 
; wean, i j . xtended in- |of this system of production, accord-| beyond the immediate vicinity of ipate looms similarly to the old| with corresponding periods in 1930, i: 
! vir Fagg ; - in the de- |ing to authorities familiar with the|its occurrence First National franchise system. In September i. A. downtown t 
i . helps explain e de- é 2 é y ; a f . : ‘ : . : , tf 
definitely It help I mate Ltda of ths. Written aereament The Tobis picture with its Caes- Financial nucelus of the plan is! grosses combined were $321,000, as f 
; pression—the idle, murmuring mil- 1 , : a ‘}arean operation as the anticipated | 27ound $150,000, given as already | against $474,200 in September, 1930, tr 
lions. All of this is the result of | “ne capita sae lage pecs Pines Bigg _ sensation has been barred in Ger-|%U@ranteed with further financial/or a drop off of 32.1%, and biggest } 
communistic inroads into the gov- | 4S the methots of production with many where it was made succor to come by way of the lab/ among the three keys. Smallest de- +‘ 
; ernment. eee a eencdin eto the were nes | The foreign Tobis has its own| Concerned and the exchanges in-| cline is in Chicago with $596,700 in Hi 
. ‘True, the tax situation in Eng- | These, acceremng to the same spokes- New York exhibition show window, | Yo!ved. Offers as made to the pro-| September, as against the same L 
1 land is worse than here—but—will | ™en, pe al an a Bw Vanderbilt theatre, on West 4sth | ducers has specific reminder that} month in 1930 when Chi grossed 
s s y , : , 
2 we wait until we equal them before | recorde vagieriesigpecen, Made "letvest, Ganes te on RKO house. | the organization if and when com-| $647,000 in the Loop. Latter figure - 
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we start to cut the cost of gov- 
ernment?’ 

Maintaining the government is 
now costing U. S. taxpayers $13,- 
000,000,000 a year, which exceeds 
the value of all crops and repre- 
sents more money than is now in 
circulation, Pettijohn adds: 

‘Growing tax burdens result from 
government in business. On its 
payroll are 500,000 individuals who 
run the boards, bureaus and com- 
missions. For example: 

‘Just $300,000,000 is the taxpay- 
ers’ loss on government operation 
of the Federal Merchant Marine. 
The yearly deficit is now $50,000,000. 

‘The Farm Board is spending 
$500,000,000, while wheat and cot- 
ton prices suffer collapse. ~ 

‘Contractors complain the gov- 
ernment took $500,000,000 of public 
work from them in one year. Ex- 
amples of waste in this direction 
are found in the cases of sister 
ships, one built by the government 
and the other by a private concern. 
The Government's job cost $1,734,- 
693 more than that turned out by 
the private company. 

‘In 10 years the Erie Barge Canal, 
owned and operated by New York 
State, has lost $135,000,000. During 
the same period the railroads paid 
the State $200,000,000 in taxes to 
support this competition.’ 


Films 


Getting down to the film industry 
this Hays spokesman declares: 

‘Motion pictures are not a luxury. 
Motion pictures are a _ necessity. 
Take every form of cheap, innocent 
and wholesome amusement away 
from the American people 2nd this 
country will see red in 48 hours. 

‘During the war theatres were 
permitted to consume coal and use 
electric light power because they 
Were classified as necessities and 
essentials. 

‘A luxury is something that the 
Ordinary fellow cannot afford to 
buy or own. A five-carat diamond 
ring and a string of pearls are lux- 
uries—so is a $2,500 fur coat. A 
$10 opera ticket and a $25 prize 
fight seat may be luxuries, but cer- 
tainly the low priced moving pic- 
tures theatre tickets in this country 
are not luxuries. 

‘Add these penny, two penny and 
nickle taxes on to the theatre-going 





picture on a single print. 
Double Shooting Preferred 


Since the early days of sound pro- 
ducers, however, have found that a 
separate film for sound in the pho- 
tographing of a picture affords a 
fine granulation and far less of the 
rasping qualities denoted when a 
single film is used for simultane- 
ously recording the picture and 
sound. The Tri-Ergon patent covers 
this double shooting, say the ex- 
perts, 

Application made in 1921, long be- 
fore William Fox became interested 
in the company, and Tri-Ergon is 
now actively engaged in manufac- 
ture of reproducing devices for the 
home and school in a New York 
plant. 





Fairbanks’ ‘Travelog May 
Go Into B’way’s Criterion 


‘Douglas Fairbanks Around the 
World,’ made up of material from 
various world tours Fairbanks has 
made, is in prospect for the Cri- 
terion (Publix) following postpone- 
ment of ‘Peter Flies High’ (play), 
which was to open at this Broadway 
house. 

United Artists and Publix, dicker- 
ing to swing the house to UA, have 
not yet arrived at a tentative date 
for opening. 

Paramount has no product for 
$2 runs at this time. 





public, and day after day slap them 
in the face with the subject of 
tax—a reminder that our State and 
National Governments are in debt 
and that things are bad—and the 
state of mind created will be any- 
thing but cheerful, wholesome or 
encouraging. 

‘There is quite a distinction be- 
tween luxury taxes and nuisance 
taxes. Taxing the poor man’s 
amusement or the most popular 
form of cheap entertainment of the 
Amercian people is the equivalent 
of “taxing the poor to eliminate 
the breadline.”’ 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 
The governor’s tax commission 
has just recommended to the Illinois 
legislature a tax of 19° on al! 
amusement admissions 








Midgets Collect 


Culver City, Oct. 19. 

Railroad companies are cooperat- 
ing with Charles Hatch, RKO’s out- 
door booker, in digging up midgets, 
animals and freaks for Metro’s 
‘Tarzan’ and ‘Freaks,’ forthcoming 
pictures. Jake Newman, representa- 
tive for the Ringling shows, is here 
also helping Hatch. 

The booker wrote R. R. agents to 
locate midgets, forward their pic- 
tures to him and if okayed the R. 
R. ships them to Los Angeles col- 
lect. Studio needs about 150 small- 
ies, with 100 of this number already 
spotted through Hatch’s method. 


F-WC Drops Delabar 


Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 

Put into his berth five years ago 
by Hayden-Stone, then the Fox 
bankers, H. G. Delabar, is out as 
Fox-West Coast comptroller. His 
release was effective with Oscar S. 
Oldknow’s return from New York. 

Charles Buckley, F-WC attorner, 
succeeds Delabar. 











’Bama and Miss May Put 


Tax on Amusements 


Birmingham, Oct. 19. 

Special sessions of the legisla- 
tures of Alabama and Mississippi 
may result in some form of taxa- 
tion on amusements. 

Mississippi body is now in ex- 
traordinary session at Jackson. In 
Alabama the state is faced with 
the problem of raising funds to 
continue operating schools. Since 
"Bama has a nickel tax on gasoline 
something else will likely be tagged. 





METRO USES CROMWELL 
Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Metro has borrowed Richard 
Cromwell from Columbia for ro- 
mantic male lead in the Marie 
Dressler picture, ‘Emma.’ 

Cromwell is the boy picked from 
the extra list by Columbia for 
‘Tol'able David.’ 





pleted means to make talkers of a 
maximum $60,000 cost. 

Within the next fortnight, a 
spokesman for the interested group, 
stated a representative of the back- 
ers, will leave for the coast to be- 
gin finishing up on producer nego- 
tiations. While not stated it is be- 
lieved that a former national film 
producer is back of the move. Not 
William Fox. 

The angle on which the group is 
working is to tie up former major 
company unit producers to handle 
film production on the unit basis. 





Schlesinger’s ‘No’ 
Newark, Oct. 19. 


Court has decided that Gus 
Schlesinger’s attempted attachment 
on the Warner houses here is no go: 
Schlesinger’s claim is against War- 
ner Brother Pictures. 

Although the state allows the 
Warner name to be used, the houses 
here are owned by Stanley-Fabian, 
a subsidiary of the Stanley Com- 
pany of America which is a sub- 
sidiary of the picture company. 
Hence the court ruled that only the 
property of Warner Brothers Pic- 
tures could be attached by 
Schlesinger. 

Apparently WB owns nothing 
here directly. The surprise is that 
an old hand like Schlesinger got 
caught on this. 


Radio Will Use Sale 


For Six on Next Year’s 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 


Option which Radio has on the 
services of Chic Sale for six more 
shorts will probably be taken up. 
Studio has him under contract ’till 
end of this year, after which there 
is an agreement made by Sale with 
Lew Brock, head of the short de- 
partment, by which Radio can get 
him whenever he is not ited up 
elsewhere on a picture. 

Metro wants to borrow Sale to 
use with Jackie Cooper in ‘Grand- 
pa,’ but so far hasn’t been able to 
get both players at the same time. 

Sale has two more shorts for Ra- 
dio this year. Second series would 
59 on next year’s program. Actor 
also is tied up with Warners for 
two more pictures 








does not include the Monroe and 
Orpheum which went subsequent 
in 1931, and, therefore, can’t be 
compared. % 

New York or Broadway grosses 
declined 26.5% in September, as 
compared with September, 1930, 
collecting $816,000 in September, as 
against $1,112,412 in September of 
1930. This does not include the 
Mayfair which is not a year old. 

Individual percentages for the 
Broadway houses for September, 
as against September, 1930, show 
the Strand as the top descender, or 
around 46.1% off; Paramount, 2nd 
high loser, 27.3%; Roxy, 26.3%, and 
Capitol, lowest high at 20.3%. 

Individual percentages on Broade- 
way houses for September, 1931, 
as against August, 1931, provides a 
gain for the three major stage show 
houses, the Strand on straight films 
going for a loser at 15.4%. Roxy 
gain is biggest of the three at 8.6%, 
from figures given, and the Capitol, 
next with 5% gain. Paramount 
was about a standoff for the two 
months. 





Educational Wants 
Shapiro’s Tiff Exchanges 


Complete control of six Tiffany 
exchanges, held under a five year 
franchise entered into by the old 
Tiff company with Bill Shapiro, is 
reported being sought by Educa- 
tional. Shapiro is now in New 
York ostensibly to discuss the mat- 
ter. 

These franchises, with about a 
year to run, cover the Tiff branches 
in New Haven, Boston, Pittsburgh, 
Cleveland, Cincinnati, and Detroit. 
Educational’s desire is to concen- 
trate distribution in these cities 
through one set of exchanges which 
cannot be done while Shapiro's 
franchise is in force. 

Under a separate deal Educa- 
tional exchanges are handling 
physical distribution of Tiff pic- 
tures in these six keys, but the Tiff 
branches are doing their own sell. 
ing. 

Some time back Shapiro, an ine 
dependent exchange man, was han- 
dling Tiffany product. Later, when 
Tiff branched out nationally, the 
Shapiro exchanges were counted in 
on a five year basis. 
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Susan Lener,’ Smash 
‘Beloved Bach 


~ ‘Hamilton, 


———____« + 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 

There Is only one picture in the 
loop currently, and that’s ‘Susan 
Lenox,’ which is happy days are 
here again by a margin of heap 
coin. Pace from the start terrific, 
and looks capable of gathering 
sweet $58,000, niftiest total in 
months. It lifts the blues that have 
been fluttering around the ace Chi- 
cago in the past weeks. 

Other spots in the loop are wran- 
gling for the left-over coin, with 
none figuring to grab much of it. 
It’s been a general rule recently 
that each week sees one house do- 
ing smash trade, while the others 
amble along in low gear, waiting 
their turn. Last week locally it was 
‘Spirit of Notre Dame,’ at the State- 
Lake, which was the picture baron 
of the loop, this week it’s the Gar- 
bo-Gable combo across the street. 

Oriental is back into fair shape 
again after being pushed under 
water the previous stanza with the 
Jim Londos brodie. Currently, Pep- 
per Martin, baseball team, is play- 


ing second base to ‘Beloved Bache- | 


lor, which is getting some of the 
femme overflow from the Chicago. 

Woods, the loop’s sole indie arena, 
is wobbling dangerously. ‘Leftover 
Ladies,’ now on the screen is bru- 
tally low, and will go out Wednes- 
day, which day will usher in double 
features for one week only. Combo 
to be ‘Parisienne’ and ‘Women Go 
On Forever.’ This is strictly a one- 
week proposition, with the week 
following to bring in ‘Platinum 
Blonde.’ 

Palace is seeing what it can do 
with an eicht-act line-up minus its 
usual stellar moniker. On Oct. 31 
house will get some vaude competi- 
tion in the loop when the former 
Rialto opens at the Loop theatre, 
plyaing six acts of variety and a 
feature, 

‘Alexander Hamilton’ opened 
quietly at the McVickers, getting its 
best play from the so-called car- 
riage trade. 


Estimates for This Week 


Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000; 
50-75-85), ‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Mortgage lifter, and 
sending the song back into the 
hearts of B. & K. Cheers at halle- 
lujah $58,000. Will go into the 
Roosevelt next week for a one or 
two-week hold-over. ‘24 Hours’ 
(Par) last week was mixed at $37,- 
300. 

McVicker’s (Publix-B. & K.) (2,- 
200; 50-75-85), ‘Alexander Hamilton’ 
(WB). Destined for a quiet open- 
ing week, with indications of leth- 
argy at $23,000. Pash fans are get- 
ting too much enticement at other 
loop spots. ‘Monkey Business’ (Par) 
departed after three weeks, taking 
flabby $11,900 for final. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
50-75-85), ‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par), 
and stage show. Paul Lukas on the 
screen proving nice draw, with no- 
tices helping. Pepper Martin, base- 
ball player, on the stage for slight 
additional aid. Altogether expect a 
decent week at $28,000. Last week, 
‘Honor of the Family’ (FN) couldn’t 
stand the dragging effect of Jim 
Londos wrestling on the stage, and 
the total sank to miserable $20,200. 
Londos’ high-chested appearance 
credited with actually driving wom- 
en away from b. o. 

Palace (RKO) (2,700; 50-75-85), 
‘Homicide Squad’ (U) and vaude. 
No stage headliner, but eight acts 
as a sub. One week only on eight- 
act experiment. Expect $27,000, fine. 
Last week, ‘Skyline’ (Fox) was 
helped much by the Bill Robinson 
stage line-up to draw swell $26,500. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.) (1,500; 
50-75-85), ‘Pardon Us’ (M-G). After 
good enough first week at $16,200 
dropping flatly currently to $9,800. 

‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) coming in 
Friday (23) for a hold-over, forc- 
ing ‘Mad Genius’ (WB), originally 
slated for the spot, back a couple 
of weeks. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
§5), ‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ (U). 
First week was tremendous at $31,- 
900, riding on a wave of excitement 
following the Notre Dame-North- 
western game. Second week sliding. 
but naturally, to $19,000. ‘Devotion’ 
(Pathe) next. 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,- 
700; 50-75-85), ‘Palmy Days’ (UA). 
Will make it three excellent stan- 
zas, taking $20,900 for its second 
week, and exhibiting capabilities to 
hold to $13,000 for the current. ‘Un- 
holy Garden’ (UA) to follow late 


this week. 
Woods (Jones) (1,200; 50-60-75), 
‘Leftover Ladies’ (Tiff). Drew 


smooth notices, but couldn’t bring 
‘em in, and house goes down again 
to flabby $4,600 Last week, ‘Penrod 
and Sam’ (WB) was impossible at 
$3,200. On Wednesday (21) house 
brings in a double feature program, 
‘Parisienne’ (Indie) and ‘Women Go 
On Forever’ (Tiff), making it the 


$58,000; 
Ups Oriental; 
McVickers, $23,000 


‘EXPENSIVE WOMEN’ IN 
N. 0. NOT GOOD-$10,000 


New Orleans, Oct. 19. 
‘Susan Lenox,’ at the Saenger, is 
high spot this week and is dwarf- 
ing the grosses of the other the- 


atres. 
Estimates for This Week 

Saenger (3,600; 65) ‘Susan Lenox’ 
(M-G). Showing strength and will 
do $18,000, excellent. Last week 
‘24 Hours’ (Par) fair $13,500. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 60), ‘Expen- 
sive Women.’ Lucky to get $10,000, 
weak. Last week ‘Road to Singapore’ 
(WB) abcut same. 

Orpheum (2,400; 60), ‘Smart Wom- 
an’ (Radio). Not so hot and will be 
around $8,500. Last week ‘Bad Com- 
pany’ $8,000. 

Strand (1,800; 50), ‘Road to Reno’ 
(Par). May get $2,800. Last week 
‘Penrod and Sam’ (FN) at poor $2,- 


200. 

Tudor (800; 35), I Like Your 
Nerve’ (FN). Playing to light re- 
turns near $1,800. Last week ‘The 


Minn, Big With 
$31,000-—U.A. Pan 
Has $9,000 Start 


Minneapolis, Oct. 19. 
The depression has’ departed, 
temporarily at least. It took leave 
coincident with an influx of strong 
pictures. The Minnesota and Or- 
pheum are staging remarkable 
comebacks, and the Rialto is hope- 
ful again. 
‘Susan Lenox,’ ‘Palmy Days,’ 
‘Sidewalks of New York’ and ‘Last 
Flight’ are all delivering this week. 
United Artists’ entry into the local 
field has been launched at the Pan- 
tages with ‘Palmy Days’ in a way 
that has local theatrical circles 
dizzy. 
House splurged to the extent of 
$6,000 on newspapers and exploita- 
tion and film will run two weeks, 
but even then doubtful if house will 
emerge on right side of ledger. But 
U. A. probably isn’t concerned about 
profits. If it can cut in appreciably 
on Publix and RKO in the loop it’s 
purpose, perhaps, will have been 
accomplished. 


Estimates for This Week 


Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) and unit. Eva 
Tanguay in person and splendid all- 
around show has customers raving; 
looks like old times and may hit 
$31,000, very big. Last week ‘My 
Sin’ (Par) took a bad dive for only 
$19,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50)— 
‘Last Flight’ (FN) and vaude. Pic- 
ture and show pleasing; first Bar- 
thelmess to play house under split 
of WB product with Publix; bids 
fair for around $12,000, pretty good. 
Last week ‘Devotion’ (Pathe) $14,- 
500, fine. 














Pantages (UA) (1,400; 50)— 
“Palmy Days” (UA). Helped by 
tremendous exploitation; picture 


well liked and night biz very big; 
small city and low scale probably 
will keep gross down to around $9,- 
000, good, however; holds second 
week. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50)—‘Side- 
walks of New York” (M-G). Well 
approved picture may be $9,000, 
good. Last week ‘Secrets of Secre- 
tary’ (Par), $8,300. 

Seventh Street (RKO) (1,400; 40) 
—‘Rebound’ (Pathe) and ‘Woman 
3etween’ (Radio), spit. Biz im- 
proving but still far under par; $3,- 
000 mediocre. Last week ‘Homicide 
Squad’ (U) and ‘High Stakes’ (Ra- 
dio), around $2,600. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Purple 
Sage’ (Fox). Strong for house; 
about $7,000 indicated, good. Last 
week ‘The Spider’ (Fox) around 
$6,800. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘Mys- 
tery of Life ’(U). Freak attraction 
clicking pretty well; about $1,200. 
Last week ‘The Viking,’ second loop 
run, remained all week to nearly 
$2,000. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25)—‘Mary 
Ann’ (Fox). Second loop run will 
remain entire week; about $2,000 ex- 
pected, good. Last week ‘‘Huckle- 
berry Finn’ (Par) and ‘American 
Tragedy’ (Par), split, about $1,600. 





first and only first-run two-feature 
house in town. Policy is only one 
week, with ‘Platinum Blonde’ (Col) 
following immediately and re-estab- 





lishing regular policy. 


NEW HAVEN IS AVERAGE 


16,000 for ‘Bachelor’ and ‘Walling- 
ford’ Near $13,500 


New Haven, Oct. 19. 

(Drawing Population, 300,000) 
Revival of Friday amateur night 
is packing the Bijou and “Three’s a 
Crowd’ (legit revue) at Shubert, hit 
picture house grosses. Stage crew 
trouble at Fox Poli caused much 
shifting of films there and at Fox 
College. The College had been given 
notice also, but temporary adjust- 
ment with the union leaves stage 
shows in the Fox Poli and the Col- 

lege is sticking to schedule. 


Estimates for This Week ce 
Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65)— 
‘Bachelor’ (Par) and unit. Maybe 
$15,000. Last week ‘Road to Reno’ 
(Par) $14,000, fair. 

Fox Poli (Fox) (3,050; 65)—‘Wal- 
lingford’ (M-G) and unit. Fair for 
near $13,500. Last week ‘Notre 
Dame’ (U) nice $16,000. 


Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 50) 
—Devotion’ (Pathe). Probably 
$7,000, so-so. Last week ‘Reckless 
Hour’ (FN) and ‘I Like Your Nerve’ 
modest $6,000. 


College (Fox) (1,565; 50)—‘Sob 
Sister’ (Fox). Moderate $4,500. Last 
week ‘Palmy Days’ (UA) second 
week, fell to mild $3,400 on six days. 

Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50)—‘Wicked’ 








(FN) and ‘Murder at Midnight’ 
(Tiff). Seems headed for okay 
$4,800. Last week ‘Spider’ (Fox) 


and ‘Mother and Son’ good at $4,200 
for six days. 


STAGE MAKES $19,000 
AN INDIANA PROSPECT 


, Indianapolis, Oct. 19. 
(Drawing Population, 450,000) 

Cool weather, fare spotty, but bus- 
iness not bad. Theatre grabbing at 
every straw, and the Ohio is now 
permitting the entire family in on 
Wednesday nights for one adult ad- 
mission. Fanchon & Marco ex- 
ploitation is helping the Indiana, 

Estimates for This Week 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25-35- 
50)—‘Purple Sage’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Will get good $10,000. Last week 
‘Wicked’ (Fox) closed a little under 
that total. 

Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—Pagan Lady’ (Col) and F-M unit. 
Good chance to build to $19,000; 
looks best in weeks. Last week 
‘Five Star Final’ (WB), for eight 
days, about $19,000. 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,400; 25- 
35-50)—‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ (VU). 
Second week and should hold to 
$6,500, nice. At least $7,500 last 
week for same film. 








Ohio (Publix) (1,100; 15-25)— 
Monkey Business’ (Par). For about 
$1,000. Last week ‘Sweepstakes’ 


about same, 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
35-50) — ‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G). 
Chance for $9,000. Last week ‘Wall- 
ingford’ (M-G) at $8,500. Splendid 
figure for Haines, 

Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Friends and Lovers’ (Radio). May- 
be a fair $7,500. Last week ‘Woman 
of Experience’ (Radio). Weak, 


, 


Stageless ‘Shows in Pittsburgh, “4 
But Town's Top $21,000 This Wk. 





‘CISCO KID’ GIVING FOX, 
FRISCO, $39,000 WEEK 


San Fracisco, Oct. 19. 

Return of music putting the Or- 
pheum back in the spotlight and 
also in the better business class. 
House doing its best biz since ‘Cim- 
arron’ on Max Dolin and orchestra, 
along with ‘Spirit of Notre Dame,’ 
the pair proving a combination of 
cinch receipts getters. Admish is 15 
cents lower than when ‘Cimarron’ 
played here, so the current $20,000 
indicates nearly as many customers 
as on ‘Cim’s 30 grand. Dolin is a 
big favorite locally, having played a 
flock of theatres and radio stations. 

Fox hitting the high spots with 
‘Cisco Kid’ and a Fanchon & Marco 
revue for $39,000, a good figure. 

Golden Gate, with ‘The Woman 
Between’ and Paramount with ‘Be- 
loved Bachelor’ at the bottom of the 





list. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (5,000; 35-60)-—‘Cisco Kid’ 
(Fox). Stage show. Warner Bax- 


ter good draw and going to $39,- 
000. Last week Garbo had eight 
days in ‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G-M) 
and exceptionally good at $48,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65)—‘The Woman Between’ (Radio) 
and vaude. Fair at $14,000. ‘Homi- 
cide Squad’ (U) knocked over neat 
$18,000 last stanza, 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 25-35-50) 
—‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ (U). Re- 
turn of living music with Max Do- 
lin conducting. Mighty good at $20,- 
000. Open day earlier than usual. 
2d final, week of ‘Devotion’ (Pathe) 
had but six days, under $8,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-50)— 
‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par). Accepted 
as good picture, but not clicking 
at $14,500. Laurel and Hardy com- 
edy helping a lot. Same amount for 


‘24 Hours’ (Par) last week. 


United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60)— 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA). Starting off 
neatly and looks like $14,500 getting 
holdouts at night. 34d, final, week 
of ‘Street Scene’ (UA) fair at $8,000. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 35-50-60) 
—Skyline’ (Fox). Stage show. 
Local radio people on stage helping 
bit, though no rave at $18,100. 
‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (Fox) pulled 
in $20,000 last week. 


Warners (1,365; 25-35-50-69)— 
‘Alexander Hamilton’ (WB) 2d 
week). Only holdover picture in 


town and short of $9,000. First week 
$13,000. 





Glucksman’s Vacation 


A trip abroad starting next month 
will be a vacation for E, M. Glucks- 
man, the RKO theatre director. 

His previous resting period, also a 
visit in Europe, was seven years 
ago. 








Montreal Gets Most with Vande 





Loew’s Will Do $14,000 Again This Week— 
Double Bill, $11,500 





Montreal, Oct. 19. 
(Draw. Pop. 600,000) 

Another good week of first class 
pictures ahead but with the fans 
short of cash it is uncertain how 
grosses will run. No special op- 
position except for the best and 
most socially important show of the 
season at the legit house, and an 
extra flicker house, the Orpheum, 
on Main street, with a hold-over 
picture, 

Loew’s has of late weeks taken 
the lead and will likely hold it again 
this week. It has ‘Wicked,’ but the 
five stage acts are getting this 
house most of biz and it looks like 
another $14,000. Palace has ‘Merely 
Mary Ann’ (Fox) and should run 
high. Capitol with ‘Squaw Man’ 
(M-G) and a full length Buster 
Keaton will come close, while Prin- 
cess has the Cantor picture ‘Palmy 
Days’ (UA) which can hardly fail 
of close on $10,000. 

‘Barretts of Wimpole Street’ with 
Governor-General opening the show 
has gotten some good advance sales 
to date and may jerk the gross up 
not far short of $15,000. 

Nabes are still struggling along. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 75- 
2.50) ‘Barretts of Wimpole Street’ 
(legit) (not New York company). 
With big society opening and heavy 
ballyhoo should top everything at 
this house so far at around $15,000. 
‘Beggars Opera’ (legit) last week 
faded badly to $8,000. 





Palace (FP) (2,700; 


75) 





‘Merely - 


Mary Ann’ (Fox). Should make a 
big fight for premier position in 
gross along Main street this week; 
$13,000 is least. Last week ‘Ameri- 
can Tragedy’ (Par) was a little 
heavy for fans and couldn’t hold 
a curiosity satisfied; $11,000 
air. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60) ‘Squaw 
Man’ (M-G) and ‘Parlor, Bedroom 
and Bath” (M-G). Good brace 
bound to attract and may collect 
around $11,500. ‘Secrets of Secre- 
tary’ (Par) and ‘Huckleberry Finn’ 
(Par) got good $13,000 last week. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60) 
‘Wicked’ (Fox) and vaude. This 
house gaining more favor every 
week, largely due to vaude. Apt to 
collect $14,000. Last week ‘Public 
Defender’ (Par) and vaude hit high 
spot in town at $14,500. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60) 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA). Certain to 
click and should gross about $10,- 
000. ‘Unholy Garden’ (UA) 2nd, 
final week, fell little short of first 
at $8,000. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40) ‘Pen- 
rod and Sam’ (WB) and ‘Mother and 
Son’ (Tiff) about usual show at this 


house. It may go to $3,000. Last 
week ‘Holy Terror (Fox) and 
‘Goldie’ (Fox) fair at $2,800. 


Orpheum (CT) (1,000; 50) ‘Drey- 
fus Case’ (BIP). Turned out quite 
well at $6,000 last week and repeat 
this week will ikely get $4,500. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600: 50) 
‘Le Million’ (French). Average at 
around $2,000. Last week ‘Caprice 
de Pompadour’ (French); $1,800. 








Pittsburgh, Oct. 19, 

(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 

First touch of winter bringing 
noticeable betterment in trade with 
outlook for week pretty 
promising. Openings without ex. 
ception better than average, and 
with generally strong attractions a}l 
along the line, strength unlikely to 
be dissipated as session wears on. 

Musicians’ strike still looks like 
one of those long drawn-out affairs, 
managers laughing off latest propo- 
sition of union, said to be similar to 
offer that originally brought about 
the walk-out. Stageless weeks ree 
sponsible for considerable decrease 
in overhead, with deluxers feeling 
the pinch little or not at all when 
net is reckoned. 

‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ looks like 
a natural at the Stanley, with indi- 
actions of $21,000 week, while ‘Une 
holy Garden’ at Penn has the Cole 
man name, which means something 
around here, and should get minie 
mum of $18,500. Fulton continues 
to show surprising sticking powers 
and ‘My Sin,’ despite mixed notices, 
apparently getting the women and 
will touch $8,000 at least. 

Warner stuck in ‘Personal Maid’ 
day ahead of schedule due to death 
of ‘Skyline,’ and Nancy Carroll pice 
ture should be up in there for fair 
$9,000. Sheridan Square, on gplit- 
week policy of late, has shoved in 
‘Street Scene’ on second run for a 
full week, and highly-praised fea- 
ture’s opening topped anything here 
in long time for what looks like exe 
cellent $6,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,750; 10-15-25-50), 
double feature, ‘Honor of the Fame« 
ily (WB) and ‘Tabu.’ South Seas 
film waiting for local date long time 
and has been plugged plenty, which 
should help Bebe Daniels film get 
over to better than $4,250. Last 
week ‘Pagan Lady’ (Col) just short 


of $4,000. 

Fulton (1,700; 10-15-25-35-50), 
‘My Sin’ (Par). Getting women and 
big mats ilkely to result in an okay 
$8,000. Last week ‘Guilty Hands” 
(M-G) in nice money at $8,800. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-20-30-40), 
‘Riders of the Purple Sage’ (Fox). 
Hard-riding western stuff right up 
the alley for this Diamond street 
grind and shouldn’t have any troue 
ble getting $2,300, slightly over avere 
age. Last week ‘Shanghaied Love 
(Col) under $2,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35¢ 
50-60), ‘Unholy Garden’ (UA). Only 
lukewarm notices for this one, but 
Colman’s name still means somee 
thing locally and should be enough 
to account for good $18,500. Last 
week ‘Wallingford’ (Metro) best 
here since stage shows went out at 
just short of $20,000. 

Sheridan Sq. (RKO) (1,800; 10-15 
25-35-50), ‘Street Scene’ (UA). In 
here for full week following suce- 
cessful six days downtown at Penn 
and good bet for class neighb draw. 
Off to swell start and should come@e 
close to $6,000. ; 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50), 
‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ (UA). 
Plugged plenty and lot of local ine 
terest due to coming games between 
both big local universities and 
Irish. Opening day pretty close to 
$4,000 and should easily better $21,- 
000 on the week. Last week ‘Road 
to Singapore’ (WB) sent Stanley to 
new low at $13,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50), 
‘Personal Maid’ (Par), Got Sature 
day opening as against usual Mone 
day start on account of ‘Skyline’ 
dying. Carroll picture should claim 
around $9,000, which is what this 
site needs to make a showing. Last 
week ‘Skyline’ (Fox) got terrible 
$5,500 for five days. 


‘Garden’ OK in Denver at 
$10,000-‘Susan’ $18,000 


Denver, Oct. 19. 

Aladdin and Denver are better 

than average this week with Ann 
Harding and Garbo the draws. 
Estimates for This Week 

Huffman’s Aladdin (1,500; 35-50< 

75)—‘Devotion’ (Pathe). Good. Last 

week ‘The Spider’ (Fox) did $7,000. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-65) 


eurrent 








—Susan Lenox’ (M-G) and unit. 
Should be fine on $13,000. Last week 
‘294 Hours’ (Par), $13,900, pretty 
good. ; 
Paramount (Publix) (2,000: 2>- 
35-50) —‘Unholy Garden’ (UA). 
Chance to better $10,000, okay. Fast 
week ‘Sidewalks of New Yor M- 
G) poor $7,400 on eight days. : 
Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 25-25-59) 
—Mad Parade’ (Par). Very low, 
around $2,500. Last week ‘Palmy 
Days’ (UA), after good week at 
Denver did fair $3,600. —— 
Huffman’s Tabor (1,900: 25-35-50) 
Nie 


—‘Road to Singapore’ (WB). 
on $10,000. Last week ‘Notre Dame 
(U) fine week at $12,000. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


1 





L A. Gets Perky; 


i 


Garbo Sends 


$35,000 Into State; ‘Marriage’ 


$10,000; Par’s Splurge Weak 


a + 


Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 

Biz plenty perking. Town gener- 
ally alive, with ‘Susan Lenox’ set- 
ting the pace at Loew's with $35,000, 
while ‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ is 
headed for a flock of touchdowns 
at the Orpheum with $20,000. That's 
more than four times the puny 
$5,000 last week for ‘Fifty Fathoms 
Deep,’ which'll grve an idea. 

Stage show thing has the local 
theatre operators all affluter also. 
Harold B. Franklin set the pace at 
Par with a 55-man orchestra and a 
tremendous show, although the 
poor $13,000 is no compliment to the 
extra trimmings. Agreed that Che- 
valier in person next week the 
stage show as a _ business-getter 
will have had full test. 

Warners is breaking a steadfast 
rule and going in for personality 
stage bands at the Hollywood start- 
ing Nov. 1, when Gus Arnheim 
opens. This is accounted for by 
the new Western taking the cream 
ef the product for runs, clocking 
$29,000 on its opening week, includ- 
ing over $5,000 for a $3 premiere 
and $17,000 on the holdover. Ensu- 
ing attractions every two or three 
weeks will be started off with a 
‘premiere’ at $1 and $2 in order to 
give the locals a taste of the lights- 
and-opening atmosphere at a rea- 
sonable tap. ‘Five Star Final,’ with 
Edward G. Robinson in person, gets 
that treatment Oct. 27. 

‘Palmy Days’ wound up better 
than anticipated, with $21,700 on its 
opening stanza and $12,000 on the 
current holdover. ‘Unholy Garden’ 
«Colman-UA) next. 

‘Consolation Marriage’ (Radio) 
opened mildly at the Carthay with 
an $8,000 pace indicated. 

Eight-act policy is averagely 
upping the RKO about $3,000 above 
the usual, so it’s a good stunt con- 
sidering the $600 investment for the 
four extra local turns. 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,500; 50- 
$1.50), ‘Consolation Marriage’ and 
stage show (1st week), $8,000 pace. 
Final nine days of ‘Devotion’ $6,300. 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-75), 
*The Cisco Kid’ (Fox) (2d week). 
Easing off, $4,000. Last week just 
under $10,000 on opening stanza. 


Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 35-65), 
*The Cisco Kid’ (Fox) (2d week). 
Fair with $10,000, as against 


the opening week's $17,500. ‘Yel- 
low Ticket’ penciled in as the next 
day-and-dater. 

Orpheum (2,270; 25-50), ‘The 
Spirit of Notre Dame’ (U). Zoomed 
to $17,000 clip and in for a run. 
Last week ‘Fifty Fathoms’ sharply 
off to $5,000. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
90), ‘My Sin’ (Par) and stage show. 
at $9,500 averagely fair. Last week 
‘Caught Plastered’ $8,300. Next 
week ‘Pardon Us.’ 

Paramount (Franklin) (3,595; 25- 
75), ‘Road to Reno’ (Par) and stage 
show. Under $20,000, bad, consid- 
ering 55-man orchestra and costly 
stage show. Last week ‘Smiling 
Lieutenant’ upped to $25,000. 

RKO (2,950; 30-65), ‘Smart 
Woman’ (RKO) and RKO vaude- 
ville. Just under $14,000, nice. Last 
week $11,700 for ‘Big Gamble’ 
(Pathe), 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 85-$1), 
‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Doing the town’s biz with 
$35,000, terrific. Last week ‘Wal- 
lingford’ eased off to $19,200. 

United Artists (Franklin) (2,100: 
35-$1), ‘Palmy Days’ (UA) (2d 
week). Near $12,000 and stays third 
week. Opened at $21,700. 

Western (2,500; 50-75) ‘Alexander 
Hamilton’ (WB) (2d week). Sen- 
sational $29,000 on opening week 
with $17,000 on holdover. One more 
week and then ‘Five Star Final’ 
Oct. 27. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-50), 
‘Dreyfus Case’ (Col). Short of $10,- 
000 and goes out in six days. Last 
week ‘Road to Singapore’ $10,700. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-50) 
‘Penrod and Sam’ (FN). Bad at 
$8,000 and leaving after six days. 
Last week ‘Singapore,’ $11,600. 


Central Studio Pass 
System Under Hays 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Central credential office for news 
correspondents covering the studios 
will be maintained by the Hays’ of- 
fice, relieving the individual studios 
from the responsibility of passing 
on and in the genuine news people. 

One pass will open the gate to all 
Studio press departments, N. G. for 
any other spot on any lot. 

Cards must be renew monthly, 
enabling the producers’ office to 
control the changing list, also to 














discipline any infraction of courtesy. 
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CAPITAL’S PERSONALS 


$20,000 for Estelle Taylor, $24,000 
for Ted Lewis—‘Friends’ Only $7,599 


Washington, Oct. 19 

It’s the battle of F street this 
week. Estelle Taylor is in person at 
the Fox, and Ted Lewis at the Pal- 
ace. 

‘Notre Dame’ is doing exceedingly 
well at the Rialto, while Keith's 
suddenly pulled ‘Bad Company’ and 
substituted ‘Friends and Lovers’ for 
the current week. 


Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,323; 25-35- 
50)—‘Palmy Days’ (UA). Seems 
headed for another big week, maybe 
$14,000. Last week ‘Monkey Busi- 
ness’ (Par) about $9,000 on second 
stanza, good. 

Earle (2,000; 25-65)—‘Honor of 
Family’ and vaude. Headed for fair 


$17,000. Last week ‘Road to Sing- 
apore’ (WB). $17,500. 

Fox (Fox) (2,434; 25-35-50)— 
‘Wicked’ (Fox) and unit. Estelle 


Taylor in person will aid for about 
$20,000. Last week ‘Sob Sister’ 
(Fox) $19,500, not bad. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,624; 25-35- 
50-70)—‘24 Hours’ (Par). Should 
be close to $10,000, very nice. Last 
week ‘Five Star Final’ (WB), sec- 
ond seven days, about $7,000, okay. 

Palace (Loew) (2,370; 25-35-60- 
70)—‘Phantom Lover’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Ted Lewis in person 
will run high for around $24,000. 
Last week ‘Daughter of Dragon’ 
(Par) weak for $16,500. 

Rialto (U) (1,853; 25-35-50-75)— 
‘Notre Dame’ (U). About $8,000 for 
second week, plus a benefit for 
Rockne fund, after an $11,800 first 
week, 


Keith’s (RKO) (1,875; 35-50)— 
‘Friends and Lovers.’ Faring light- 
ly, maybe $7,500. Last week ‘De- 


votion’ (Pathe) $9,000, good. 


SINGLE FEATURES WILL 
DOUBLE U’S 26 SHORTS 


Universal City, Oct. 19. 


Outcome of the war on doubie 
features this fall is being awaited 
by Universal, with the idea of in- 
creasing its production of shorts if 
the war is successful. 

U expects to have its year’s pro- 
gram of 26 comedies washed up by 
Jan. 1. Sales department is still 
selling the program of 52, which U 
announced at first and then cut in 
half. If double features are removed 
as a short menace, U will make 
more than the 26 skedded. Shorts 
made after Jan. 1 would then go 








BIG BOSTON GROSSES; 
MET IS AROUND $37,000 


Boston, Oct. 19. 
(Draw. Pop., 850,000) 


New week started off well with 
Loew's State, in the Back Bay, the 
real high spot. ‘Susan Lenox’ is 
there with the Garbo lure. 

the bie Met will climb 





Downtown 


around $37,000, with a fine film 
and stage show. 

Keith’s holding ‘The Spirit of 
Notre Dame’ (U) for a 2nd week 


with prospects of $23,000. 


Estimates for This Week 

Met (vaudfilm) (4,000; 50-75). 
‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par) and Phil 
Cook from radio in person will get 
good $37,000 or more. Last week 
‘Spider’ (Fox) did good, $35,400. 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-50-60). 
‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ (U) will slide 
to fine $23,000 in 2nd week following 
a starter at $30,700, very big. 

Loew’s State (4,000; 35-50). ‘Su- 
san Lenox’ (MGM) due for fine 
$31,000. Fair $15,000 came with last 
week's ‘Wallingford’ (MGM). 

Olympia (2,000; 35-50-60). ‘Road 
to Singapore’ (Par) may get fair 
$6,000. ‘Bad Girl’ got good $8,000 
last week. 

Uptown (1,800; 35-50-60). ‘Singa- 
pore’ (Par) will do fair $5,000. ‘Bad 
Girl’ did fine at $8,500 last week 





Grid Win Aids Columbus, 
‘Lenox’ Should Go $14,000 


Columbus, Oct. 19. 
(Drawing Population, 475,000) 
Current possibility of a  beiter 
than average week for several 
houses. Unexpected Ohio State 
victory over Michigan put the en- 
tire city on a spending spree. 
Palace with ‘My Sin’ and good 
vaude, on the way to top week. 
while critics’ raps at ‘Road to Reno,’ 
at Ohio, will hurt that house. 


Estimates For This Week 


Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-50)—‘My 
Sin’ (Par) and vaude. Should get 
a good $13,500. Last week ‘50 
Fathoms’ (Col), oke with $13,100. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-50)— 
‘Road to Reno’ (Par) and unit. Will 
do well to top $13,000. Last week 








BIRMINGHAM LIGHT 


‘Lenox’ Just All Right, $12,000—Ala- 
bama Enlarging Orch. Plus Organist 


Birmingham, Oct. 19. 
(Drawing Population, 325,000) 
The Alabama this week begin 
adding to its vaudfilm policy, or- 
chestra being increased from 10 to 
12 men, with Adolph Kornspan con- 
ducting. Organist also being added 
and probably featured. 
Estimates for This Week 
Alabama (Publix) (2,800, 25-35- 
60), ‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Garbo doesn’t make such a hit here; 
$12,000 just pretty good. Last week 


‘My Sin’ (Par) $11,500. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40), ‘Dan- 
gerous Affair’ (Col). Pretty good 
at $4,500. Last week ‘Notre Dame’ 
(U) a nifty $5,100. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 25-40), 
‘Honeymoon Lane’ (Par). Fair at 
2,900. Last week ‘Murder by 


Clock’ (Par) nice $3,100. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25), ‘Black 
Camel’ (Fox). Good on $1,000. Last 
week ‘Caught’ (Par) fair, $900. 

Temple (Indie) (2,650; 15-20), 
‘Mystery of Life’ (U), and ‘She Got 
What She Wanted,’ split. Darrow’s 
evolution film not creating such a 
roar but moderately good, $1,100. 


Philly’s Cis Beene 
‘Spirit’ Fair—$16,000, 
Mast Around $30,000 


Philadelphia, Oct. 19. 

This week's business more than 
likely to be worse than last week, 
and everybody knows that last week 
was about as low as anything Philly 
has had in months. 

What ‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ will 
do at the Stanley is the main un- 
certainty. Started feebly but got a 
play Saturday night with the foot- 
ball crowds. Stanley-Warner man- 











‘The Spider’ (Fox) fair enough at 
$12,500. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50) 
‘Susan Lenox’ (UA). Should puti 
plenty and looking toward fine $14,- 
000. Last week ‘Unholy Garden’ 
(UA) off at close to just a fair $9,- 
100, 





Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-50)— 
‘Penrod and Sam’ (FN). Maybe a 
ripe $4,400. Last week ‘Road to 


Singapore’ (WB) fair at $3,750. 
Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 10-25)— 
‘Smart Woman’ (Radio), ‘Mystery 
of Life.” About $2,000 with second 
half of week figured to do the big biz. 
Last week ‘Murder by Clock’ (Par) 
and ‘Women Go On Forever,’ good 





into this year’s group. 


at $2,200. 





High Pressure Sales Promotion for 
‘Notre Dame’ in P’t'd This Week 





Portland, Ore., Oct. 19. 
(Draw Pop., 400,000) 

RKO Orpheum’s exploitation of 
‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ (U) is a 
text book on how to sell a picture. 
House figured this football crazy 
burg should go for the picture, if 


sold. Held two previews for in- 
vited judges, school profs, preach- 
ers, institutional leaders and col- 
lege alumni. Many were big civic 
names and wrote their endorse- 
ments published in three dailies. 
General tone was ‘American youth 
must see this picture.’ With two 
extra midnite shows, house will get 
big $15,000 this week. 

Chamber of Commerce staged 
football kick-off on the main drag 
outside the theatre. Sports editors 


played it up. Exploitation went 
into all city high schools. Civic 
club programs gave publicity. Net 


result is house in line this week for 
biggest gross scored locally for sev- 
eral months. 

Snappy recovery from a bad sea- 
son's start made by the Fox-Port- 
land United Artists with ‘Susan 
Lenox’ (MGM), now clicking for a 
strong 2d week. First week at that 
house was the brightest Fox spot in 
town for some time. 

Fox Broadway with ‘Cisco Kid’ 
(Fox) also making nice comeback 
after doing poorly with ‘Phantom 
of Paris’ (MGM) last week. Figure 
selling star name was wrong ex- 
ploitation for that picture and 
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would have done better to exploit 
story. 

Paramount has currently ‘Road to 
Reno’ (Par) and doing fairly, with 
stage show build up. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (F-WC) (3,500 25-60) 
‘Road to Reno’ (Par) with F. & M. 
stage show going fairly with stage 
show the selling angle for about, 


$11,000. Last week ‘Sidewalks of 
New York’ failed to do much at 
$10,500. 


Broadway (Fox-Portland) (2,000; 
25-60) ‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) getting at- 
tention. Likely to click for a nice 
week with $9,000. Last week 
‘Phantom of Paris’ (MGM), regis- 
tered but poor at $6,800. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60) | 
‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ (U) getting 
big result on big time exploitation. 
Should connect for $15,000. Last 
week (RKO-Pathe) ‘Bad Company’ 
just fair at $9,500. 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) 
(1,200; 25-60) ‘Susan Lenox’ (MGM) 
going for strong 2d week and likely 
$6,590. First week clicked big for 
$10,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
35) ‘Road to Singapore’ (WE) do- 
ing better than usual and in line for 
good enough $5,000. Last week ‘The 
Viking’ (Hurst) only fair to $3,800. 

Heilig (McCurdy) (2,000; 25-$1). 
Legit stock with Kolband Dili guest- 
ing in ‘Pair of Sixes’ and may show 
something. Last week had Nance 
O'Neil in ‘House of Women,’ but 
not hot at only $3,800, 


agement is counting on it to lighten 
up an almost inevitably dreary 
week, For the rest, a couple of sec- 
ond runs are figured as likely to 
help the small houses but the larger 
spots, with one possible exception, 
seem doomed to woe. Exception is 
‘Guilty Hands,’ at Keith’s which 
may hit around $14,500. 

‘24 Hours,’ at the Mastbaum, 
doesn’t indicate more than $30,000 
and ‘Skyline,’ at the Fox is about a 
$20,000 proposition. When ‘Big 
Gamble’ folded at the Earle and 
‘Homicide Squad’ was booked in 
after three days, it was hoped the 
latter film might make up the dif- 
ference and stay nine days. Al- 
though an improvement, it failed to 
hold and now this house is, at least 
temporarily, changing bills on 
Wednesdays instead of Saturday. 
‘Wallingford,’ present offering may 
be good for $13,500. 

Last week’s grosses were almost 
as bad though ‘Palmy Days’ on 
$14,000 in its second week at Keith's 
was outstanding. No use trying to 
kid anybody about the reaction of 
the bank-closings here on show 
business. Philly has never been 
worse as an amusement center in a 
great many years. Stanley-Warner 
houses are now offering, or will 
offer during the next week or two, 
the last batch of Metro pictures un- 
der their old contract. Susan 
Lennox’ is next at the Mastbaum. 

Estimates For This Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75—‘24 
Hours’ (Par). Ordinarily should be 
a good draw but looks weak on not 
much over $30,000. Last week 
‘Road to Singapore’ (UA) $31,500. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75) —Skyline’ 
(Fox) and stage show. Despite 
house still has only downtown stage 
show; maybe $20,000. Last week 
‘Wicked’ (Fox), about $22,000. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—‘Notre 
Dame’ (U). Management hopes for 
break due to timeliness, but about 
fair $16,000 seems top. Last week 
‘Hamilton’ (WB) near $11,500, in 
second and final week. 

Stanton (1,700; 25-65)—‘Dreyfus 
Case’ (Col). Maybe $9,000 in sec- 
ond week. About $10,000 last week. 

Keith’s (1,800; %$5-50-75)—‘Guilty 
Hands’ (M-G). Not figured for 
much in advance but fine notices 
and pace should give it around $14,- 
500; fine for these times. Last week 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA) an unexpected 
$14,000 in second and last week; 
house claims to be mounting weekly. 

Earle (2,000; 25-65)—‘Wallingford’ 
(M-G). Maybe pretty good $13,500. 
Last week ‘Homicide Squad’ (U), 
which hoped to stay nine days, $5,- 
500 on last three days rounding out 
just one week even. 

Kariton (1,000; 50)—Sidewalks of 





New York’ (M-G). Keaton film 





‘Lenox’ Is Dashing for $100,000 
And ‘Notre Dame's’ $42,000 Score, 
Denting Other Broadway Houses 





Helped by cool weather, the Capi- 
tol is chasing $100,000 with ‘Susan 
Lenox’ and won't come very far 
from six figures. That and the 
Mayfair stand out. Latter is head- 
ing for a big $42,000 on ‘Spirit of 
Notre Dame,’ taking a preponder- 
ously male clientele. 

Elsewhere on Broadway business 
is ordinary and is undoubtedly feel- 
ing the pressure from the two smash 
houses of the week. 


Warners continues with outside 
features, taking another Radio film 


beginning Friday (24). This is 
‘Fanny Foley,’ after which comes 
another ‘Sherlock Holmes.’ The 


only holdover moving is ‘Hamilton,’ 
which steps from the Hollywood to 
the Strand this Friday (23) to make 
way for ‘Mad Genius.’ 

The Roxy and ‘Heartbreak’ looks 
under $62,000 currently, and the 
Paramount is dull with ‘Beloved 
Bachelor.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,120; $1-$2) ‘The Guards- 
man’ (M-G) (7th week). Still good 
enough to linger. 

Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50) ‘Susan 
Lenox’ (M-G) and stage show (ist 
week). Skyrocketing near $100,000, 
and may stay three weeks. Last 
week also good, when ‘Wallingford’ 
(M-G) grabbed a bit over $78,000. 

Hollywood (1,816; 50-65-$1) ‘Ham- 
ilton’' (WB) (5th and last week). 
oxits Friday (23) to make way for 
‘Mad Genius’ (WB); currently about 
$11,000. Last week, $14,500. 

Mayfair (2,200; 40-$1) ‘Notre 
Dame’ (U). Big $42,000, with mostly 
male customers; as much as house 
has ever done; good for two and 
maybe three weeks, Last week ‘De- 


votion’ (Pathe), on second stanza, 
nice at $24,000. 
Paramount (3,664; 40-65-85-$1) 


‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par) and stage 
show. Struggling to make $50,000, 
not good. Last week the Jessel- 
Sophie Tucker combo lifted ‘Road 
to Reno’ (Par) to nice $60,000. 

Rialto (2,000; 25-40-75) ‘Palmy 
Days’ (UA) (4th week). Down to 
$20,000 now, fair for length of run. 
Last week $25,400, okay. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1), ‘Mon- 
key Business’ (Par) (2d week). Hit- 
ting high for $40,000. Last week 
exceptional mark of $57,200, second 
high house top. 

Roxy (6,200; 50-75-$1.50), ‘Heart- 
break’ (Iox) and stage show. Must 
battle to get over $60,000, poor. Last 
week ‘Smart Wotan’ (Radio) only 
$60,600. 

Strand (2,900; 25-50-75), ‘Honor 
of Family (FN). Only so-so at $15,- 
000; next week ‘Hamilton’ (WB). 
Last week ‘Singapore’ (WB) $23,700 
on second week. 

Warners (1,100; 50-75), ‘Flying 
Fool) (BI) and ‘Love Storm’ (Els- 
tree). British films as dual features 
and won't mean anything for street; 
only $2,500. Last week ‘Gay Diplo- 
mat’ (Radio) very bad at $3,000. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-85-$1), 
‘Five Star Final’ (WB) (6th week). 
At $20,000 pretty good. Last week 
$24,700. 

Tobis-Vanderbilt (826; 50-75-$1), 
‘Die Grosse Sehnsucht’ (Cicero) (3d 
week). Light at $2,500. Last week 


$3,000. 

Ufa-Cosmopolitan (1,130; 60-75- 
$1-$1.50-$2) ‘Floetenconcert von 
Sanssouci’ (Ufa). German film 


looks for $5,000, not so bad. Last 
week, fifth of ‘Ein Burschenlied von 
Heidelberg’ (Ufa), under $2,000. 

Broadway (1,900; 35-85-$1) ‘Wom- 
en Go On Forever’ (Tiff) and vaude. 
Stage end has Joe Frisco and Louise 
Groody; around $16,000 again; show 
only in for one week. Last week, 
second of ‘Murder at Midnight’ 
(Tiff) and the Dowlings, around 
same figure. 





$15,000 CLASS DRAW 


Newark, Oct. 19. 
To show what class pictures mean 
in class towns, ‘Alexander Hamil- 
ton’ (WE) did $6,500 last week at 
the Hollywood, East Orange, and 
$8,500 at the Clairidge, Montclair. 
These, of course, second runs in 
Essex county at a 50c top. 
The Hollywood seats 
the Clairidge 1,355. 


1,650 and 





MIX’S ‘ACTION’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Edward Laemmle is preparing 
story of a Tom Mix picture, which 
he will direct for Universal. 
Titled ‘That’s What I Call Ao- 
tion.’ 





looks like $4,500. Last week ‘De- 
votion’ (Pathe), about $5,000. 

Arcadia (600; 60)—-‘American 
Tragedy’ (Par). Second downtown 
showing promises a sound 
Last week ‘Street Scene’ 
about same, 
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lamaninest Stocks Move Ouietly in 


Dullest Market Since Oct. Break: 


Prices Mostly Fractional Gains 


—_—---- —-_-—__— 


Amusement shares were sluggish 
in one of the dullest sessions for 
a month, prices being irregularly 
higher, but changes for the most 
part fractions. Even the fast step- 
ping Eastman Kodak came to the 
close with only a fractional change. 

Hopeful aspect of the trading was 
that the industrials resisted a ten- 
dency to sag when the railroads 
gave way, probably due to a carry- 
over of the disappointment at the 
failure of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission to announce its rul- 
ing Saturday on the carriers’ ap- 
plication for rate advances, 

Most of the industrial shares 
have been taking their market cues 
from the action of the rails lately, 
and the fact that they held in the 
face of a setback here, suggests 
accumulation may be going on in 
the medium and low price stocks 
which comprise the theatre group. 

Loew held within the narrow 
range 361%4-375 and closed at 37%, 
up an eighth. Paramount, RKO 
and Warners displayed a similar 
minimum gain, with transactions in 
all three usually active issues at a 
minimum. Turnover of all stocks 
was close to the 1,000,000 mark for 
the five hour session, representing 
a waiting atittude on both the long 
and short account. So many things 
are pending—principally the ar- 
rival of the French premier—that 
neither party cares to commit itself 
until the outlook is clearer. 

An appreciable change of the day 
in film shares was a 3-point gain 
in Universal’s prior preferred, on a 
small trade. Orpheum preferred 
registered a minor advance of about 
a péint, 

Bonds did practically nothing 
either as to turnover or price shift. 
It is probable that Wall street will 
regard the day’s outcome as en- 
tirely satisfactory, since the Street 
would like to see a period of quiet 
markets and stable prices for a 
while. 


Film Stocks Above Average 


The amusement stocks went 
through last week with signal hon- 
ors and came to the new trading 
week with everything in their favor. 
There were evidences in the trading 
that the theatre issues were setting 
their own stage for a rally which, 
barring sume unforeseen obstacle, 
would carry them into new high 
ground for the movement. Chart 
readings and the signs of the tape 
both pointed to that prospect. 

There was no special news af- 
fecting the theatre shares specifical- 
ly, unless it was the definite passing 
of the Fox dividend, but that even- 
tuality may well be disregarded, for 
both the stock’s market behavior 
for two months back has fore- 
shadowed that action as inevitable, 
and it was so thoroughly accepted 
that upon the announcement, the 
stock advanced a fraction, even in 
the face of falling prices in asso- 
ciated issues. Outlook for dividend 
omission had been so thoroughly 
exploited ahead of time that its ef- 
fect was practically neutral, 

Loew has stepped into the leader- 
ship of its group, and the behavior 
of that stock becomes significant 
for the others. Last week Loew’s 
touched a double top at 38 in the 
first trading hour of the Saturday 
session, and only backed away when 
pressure came into the whole list in 
the last half hour as speculative in- 
and-out traders took profits for 
over the week-end. It-closed at 37, 
off % net on the day and about un- 
changed for the week, 

Price movements here are fairly 
typical of the whole list. The mar- 
ket just at the moment appears to 
be hesitating whether to zo through 
into new territory higher up, or turn 
back for further testing of the early 
October lows and the tape is 
watched closely for hints on which 
Way the cat will jump. Last week 
saw the normal secondary reaction 
when for the moment—this was on 
Tuesday—prices slid to a level that 
seemed to threaten the bottoms of 
Oct. 5. The decline was checked 
well short of that level, however, 
and it seemed to be reasonably sure 
that the inevitable set back had 
taken place, leaving the course of 
prices to develop a new trend. The 
outcome looked fairly convincing 
that the reaction had spent itself 
for the time bcing, suggesting the 
probable advance into new autumn 
tops. 

Big Powers Committed 


The bull element had the better of 
ail arguments. First of all, there 
was the conviction that the Admin- 
istration and financial powers would 
not readily surrender the ground 
they have gained since the first 
week of October in improved senti- 








. 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales. High. Low. Close.ch’g. 
100 Cons F pf, 11 il 1l + % 
1,800 East. K...108% 10544108 + % 
1,200 Fox A.... 8% 7% 81% 
2,100 Gen. Thr... 1% 1% 1%—% 
5,600 Loew ..... 37% 36% 3744 + % 
20 Orph. pf.. 16% 165% 165 +1% 
4,100 Par-P 138% 13% 138% + % 
500 Pathe ,. 1 1 1 
400 doaA.... 38% 3% 38%+ % 
8,600 RCA ..... 18% 13 13% + % 
2,900 RKO ...-. 8% 8% 8% + 16 
100 Shub ..... 2 2 2+% 
8,300 W.. B..... 7% 7 7%+ % 
40 Univ.P. pf. 36 36 36 +3 
CURB 
200 Fox Thrs.. 1% 1% I1%— % 
1,000 Gen. T. pf. 2% 2 253 + 18 
500 Tech - 4% 42 4%7+ % 
800 Trans-L .. 2% 2% 2%37+% 
BONDS* 
$51,000 Gen. Thr.. 14 1214 12% —1% 
15,000 Loew ..... 88 87% 87% —1% 
4,000 Par-P .... 62% 62% 62% 
6,000 W. B...... 4519 49 455 -—% 
*® Sales and prices to 2 p. m. 











ment and constructive work toward 
stabilization. The new National 
Credit Corp., with half a billion of 
resources, goes into action in a few 
days, relieving nervousness over the 
banking situation, and much is 
hoped for from the forthcoming 
eonference between the President 
and the French Premier, due in 
Washington before the end of this 
business week. 

Beyond that, Wall Street has a 
feeling, based on logic, inference or 
maybe just a hunch, that Washing- 
ton has some constructive pro- 
nouncement up its sleeve that will 
come into play shortly on the side 
of business improvemen*~, 


Situation somewhat resembles 
that of last June, when an oversold 
market rebounded on _ technical 


grounds, and. then, just as the up- 
turn was beginning to weaken, 
Hoover came through with his 
moratorium proposals, and the new 
influence gave the recovery a new 
lease of life, an influence that lasted 
well into July, when new complica- 
tions entered the picture in Eng- 
lan’s abandonment of the _ gold 
standard, and world business status 
was disrupted all over again. 

From all these factors, then, the 
outlook favors a further betterment, 
and the point is that the amuse- 
ment shares seem to be at the mo- 
ment favorably situated to partici- 
pate generously in any general prog- 
ress. The forced selling in Loew 
appears to have dried up, for in- 
stance, for it went through last wee 
putting up a strong front. It was 
dealt in Saturday at 38, its extreme 
top of the recovery, while many of 
the leading industrial stocks, like 
Steel, Gas and Can, were ruling well 
under their best since the break. 
This would suggest that Loew was 
being favored by better buying than 
the market average, a _ condition 
which chart makers greatly esteem. 

Weigh Prospect of Extra 

Loew has an advantage in the 
prospect that it may declare the 
usual $1 extra at the November 
meeting, maintaining last year’s 
yield of $4. Profits seem to justify 
such a disbursement, estimates be- 
ing that the net for the year (fiscal 
year ends Aug. 31)° will show $7.50 
(Continued on Page 23) 


‘DEVOTION’ BEST IN 
SEATTLE WITH $15,500 


Seattle, Oct. 19. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
This week it’s Ann Harding, and 








when one house stands out, the 
others suffer some. 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Fox) (3,1(6; 25-35- 


50) ‘My Sin’ (Par). Very poor and 
out after five days; only $3,500. Last 
week ‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) not bad at 
$9,500, 

5th Ave. (Fox) (2,400; 25-60) 
‘Purple Sage’ (Fox) and stage show. 
May do moderate $12,500. Last week 
‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) $18,500, fiine. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35-50) ‘Singapore’ (WB). Little 
better; should do $5,000. Last week, 


second of ‘Palmy Days’ (UA) 
dropped to $3,900, off. 
Liberty (Jensen-von MHerberg) 


(2,000; 15-30) ‘Alias Bad Man’ (Tiff). 


Doing oke, indicates $6,800. Last 
week ‘God's Gift’ (WE) not hot, 
did $5,600. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60) 


‘Devotion’ (Radio). Going over with 
a bang; Ann Harding rates here; 
should click at $15,500. Last week, 
‘Bad Company’ (Radio) only $8,500. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35) ‘24 
Hours’ (Par) and ‘Common Law’ 
(Pathe) split. Last half, opens 2d 
run policy here at no change in 
prices; good week, some better, will 
do $3,500. Last week ‘Wicked’ 
(Fox) and ‘Mad Parade’ (Par) slow 
at $2,400. 








Tacoma, Oct. 19. 
(Drawing Population, 125,000) 

Getting cooler, so show shops are 
getting the breaks. But no attrac- 
tion to rave over this week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-60) 
‘Friends and Lovers’ (Radio) and 
‘Notre Dame’ (U). Make oke split, 
$4,500. Last week ‘Rebound’ (Pathe) 
and ‘Devotion’ (Pathe) good at 
$4,900, 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 
35-50) ‘Singapore’ (WB). Fair and 
indicated gross $2,500. Last week 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA), held 10 days 
to grand total $3,800, good. 


- 
25- 


Rialto (Fox) (1,200; 25-35-50) 
‘Pardon Us’ (M-G). Doing oke 
$4,000. Last week ‘Modern Age’ 


Borneo’ Looks Best in 
Nark’s Thin Wk-$17,000 


Newark, Oct. 19, 

(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
No big pictures this week but 
Proctor’s quite hopeful for ‘East of 
Borneo.’ Capitol is doing better 
with single features than it did 
with doubles and the neighbor- 
hoods, cutting in so quickly with 
all the hits, are getting the cream. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50) 
‘Sob Sister’ (Fox). May see pretty 
fair $11,000. Last week ‘Notre 
Dame’ (U), in nine days mild at 


$13,000. 
Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35) 
‘Five Star Final’ (WB). Back to 


second runs and good at $6,500. 








Last week ‘Homicide Squad’ (U) 
also $6,500. 
Cariton (Ufa) (4738; 35-50) ‘Ein 


Burschenlied aus Heidelberg (Ufa). 
House building slowly; should get 
$1,200. Last week ‘Der Grosse 
Tenor’ (Ufa) feeble; less than $900. 

Little (Fine Arts Theatre) (299; 
50) ‘Das Rheinlandmadel’ (Capitol) 
Despite competition with same type 
picture expects over $1,700. Last 
week ‘Der Wahre Jacob’ (Transat- 
lantic) good at $1,600. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 30-50) ‘Wal- 


lingford’ (M-G) and Vaude._ All 
right at better than $15,000. Last 
week ‘Free Soul’ (M-G) great at 
25,0900. 

Mosque (WB) (3,281; 20-35-50) 
‘Wicked’ (Fox). House has set- 


tled into a bad groove, $7,000. Last 
week ‘Road to Singapore’ (WB) dis- 
appointed, $7,500. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
25-50-60) ‘Road to Reno’ (Par) and 
Vaude. Forebodes only thin $12,- 
000. Last week ‘24 Hours’ (Par), 
with Al Mamaux on stage, okay at 
nearly $15,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,200; 25-40-50- 
60) ‘East of Borneo’ (U) and Vaude. 
Possibly $17,000, good. Last week 
‘Rebound’ (Pathe) okay at nearly 
$15,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) 
35) ‘Mary Ann’ (Fox). Ought to 
beat $4,000. Last week ‘Smiling 
Lieut.’ (Par) under $4,000, poor. 


friends’ Weak in Prov.; 
‘Skyline’s $5,500 Pleases 


Providence, Oct. 19. 

(Drawing Population, 315,000) 
The Majestic will get the money 
this week with ‘Five Star Final.’ 
House running well in the lead with 


no indication of a let-up. ‘Unholy 
Garden’ next best bet. 
Estimates for This Week 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
‘Five Star Final’ (WB). Robinson 
surefire in this town; no trouble in 
passing $13,000. Last week ‘Hamil- 
ton’ (WB) and ‘Penrod and Sam’ 
(FN) great at $12,500. 

Loew’s State (3,500; 20-50-75)— 
‘Unholy Garden’ (UA). Not up to 
expectations, but may reach $16,000. 
Last week ‘Wallingford’. (M-G) 
good at $18,500. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50) — ‘24 
Hours’ (Par). Looks fair, near 
$9,000. Last week ‘Daughter of Dra- 
gon’ (Par) around $8,000. 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-50)— 
‘Friends and Lovers’ (Radio). Not 
stirring any dust, and very poor at 
$3,000. Last week ‘Devotion’ (Ra- 
dio) managed to push over average 
to $9,500, good. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-35)— 
‘Dreyfus Case’ (Col). Plenty of 
plugging and can reach $3,500, okay 
here. Last week ‘Fanny Foley Her- 
self’ (Radio) just so-so at $1,800. 

Modern (1,400; 15-35)—‘Line of 
Duty’ (Monogram) and ‘Immortal 
Vagabond’ (Ufa) and vaude. Stage 
show responsible for $2,500 for four 


(1,900; 25- 








days. 
Fays (1,600; 15-50) — ‘Skyline’ 
(Fox) and vaude. Doing well, no 


doubt of reaching $5,500. Last week 
‘Sideshow’ (WB) $5,800. 





U's Modern Youth Tale 
Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Universal has ‘Sons of the Legion’ 
by George Green and E. A. Patter- 

son. 





It's a story of modern youth. 
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BUFF’S SMACK $30,000; 
BIZ IS GOOD ALL OVER 


Buffalo, Oct. 19. 

Business Is up and coming here 

currently, <A pleasure, 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,500; 30-40-65). 
‘Devotion’ (Pathe) and Thurston. 
Swell and indicates over a $30,000 
smash, Last week ‘24 Hours’ and 
Alice White, latter getting all credit, 
for $25,300; fine. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-60). 
‘Road to Reno’ (Par) and stage. 
Points for nearly $15,000, good. Last 





week ‘Wicked’ (Fox) and Nick 
Lucas $15,800. 
Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35- 


50). ‘Penrod And Sam’ (FN). Slow 
and looks about $7,000. Last week 
‘Squaw Man’ good (M-G), $10,200. 
Great Lakes (Fox) (3,400; 25-35- 
50). ‘Monkey Business’ (Par). Sec- 
ond week, should do over $9,000. 
Last week same picture $18,300, 
neat. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 
‘Women Go on Forever.’ Possibly 
over $8,000. Last week ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ did well for $8,500. 

Court St. (Shea) (1,600; 25) ‘1 
Like Your Nerve’ (FN) and Car- 
nera-Sharkey pictures. Points to 
over $3,500. 


PAR-ALBEE-MET WILL 
RUN UP FAT $103,000 


Brooklyn, Oct. 19. 

Cold spell which struck this com- 
munity over the weekend and the 
Paramount with Jessell and Miss 
Tucker, should do in the -vicinity 
of $42,000 this week. 

Looks like the Met is in for a 
g00d week with ‘Street Scene’ and 
the Albee offering ‘Spirit of Notre 
Dame,’ is running away for $35,000, 
which probably means a holdover. 


Estimates for This Week 
Paramount — ‘Beloved Bachelor’ 
(Par) and Stage Show; (4,000; 25- 
35-50). Film poor in estimation of 
critics, but Jessell and Tucker will 
bring in around $42,000. Last week 
‘Road to Reno’ (Par) only $32,600. 

Fox—‘Smart Woman’ (Radio) and 
Stage Show; (4,000; 25-35-50). 
Lucky to get $25,000, moderate. 
— week ‘Sob Sister’ (Fox), $24,- 
Albee—‘Notre Dame’ (U) and 
Vaude. Big at $35,000 gait. Last 
week ‘Big Gamble,’ $21,400. 

Strand—‘Honor of Family’ (FN). 
So-so for $12,500. Last week ‘Singa- 
pore’ (WB), $17,000, 

Loew’s Met—'‘Street Scend@’ (UA) 
and Vaude. Excellent reviews with 
good attendance; should do $26,000. 
Last week ‘Free Soul’ {M-G), also 
fine with $29,600. 


LENOX’ LEADS CINCY 
ON $18,500—CAPITOL 


Cincinnati, Oct. 19, 
(Drawing Population, 700,000) 

Film situation currently boosting 
to nourishing grosses, ‘Lenox’ the 
walloper as expected. 

The 15-act show by station WLIW 
talent, presented Saturday and Sun- 
day nights at Taft Auditorium, 
seating 2,500, sold out at both per- 
formances, Scale was fifty cents 
to $1.50. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-75) ‘Trav- 
eling Husbands’ (Radio) and Vaude. 
At $21,000, fair only. Last week 
‘Daughter of Dragon’ (Par) eased to 
$21,500. Helped by extra midnight 
performance. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,350; 30-50) ‘Notre 
Dame’ (U). Working of special 
publicity aiding to good $14,000. 
Last week ‘Caught Plastered’ (Ra- 
dio) moderate at $10,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,700; 30-50) ‘Five 
Star Final’ (WB). Exhibs unable 
to figure why Robinson hasn't 
pe on better here; $13,500, just 
air, 


35). 














Last week ‘Bad Girl’ (Fox) 
took $15,700, fine. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-50) 


‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G). House hasn't 
seen $18,500 like this for long time. 
Last week ‘My Sin’ (Par) all right 
with $11,000. 

Strand (RKO) (1,350; 15-35) ‘Side 
Show’ (WB). Novelty ballyhoo, 
circus style, an element in a good 


$3,500. Last week $2,200 for ‘Sky- 
line’ (Fox). 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 25-40) 
‘Honor of Family’ (FN). About 


$4,000. Last week ‘Dreyfus Case’ 
(Col) unusual publicity assistance, 





$5,000, 


Not Pictures, Says Balto Authority 





Baltimore, Oct. 19, 
(Drawing Population 850,000) 

Prohibition, not pictures, got the 
blame for juvenile waywardness in 
addresses before the Natiunai Cone 
ference of Juvenile Agencies held in 
this town last week. Dr. Manfred 
S. Guttmacher, chief medical of. 
ficer of the Supreme Bench of Falti- 
more, said that we ‘cannot be cone. 
tent with glibly indicting the 
movies.’ ; 

This week marks the cutting of 
the Rivoli’s b. 0. top. House has 
always matched the Century and 
Loew’s 60c top, but beginning with 
‘Devotion,’ current, the scale ig 
down to 40c, with all seats 20c until 
5:30. This cut leaves Stanley and 
Century in complete possession of 
the 60c field. 


Looks like the big Stanley out in 
front this week with ‘Susan Lenox,’ 
and Century second with ‘I Like 
Your Nerve.’ ‘Devotion’ will get a 
class draw at the Rivoli. ‘Notre 
Dame’ after a good week at Keith’s, 
moved to Auditorium. ‘24 Hours’ 
over at Keith's. 

Races cutting in, particularly last 
week, when biz generally off, only 
exception being caviar Europa 
where ‘Two Hearts’ playing a re- 
turn engagement mopped up, breake 
ing house record by a wide margin, 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew) (5,300; 25-60), 1 
Like Your Nerve.’ House usually 
leads parade, but looks like it will 
have to step behind Stanley this 
week. Horace Heidt and Califor- 
nians on stage, sharing adv. space 
with screen fare. Perhaps a good 
$20,000. ‘Sidewalks of N. Y.’ last 
week not quite up to b. o. expecta- 
tions. Felt general easing off and 
despite Ted Lewis on stage didn’t 
cross a good but not remarkable 
$22,000. 

Stanley (Loew) 


(3,600; 25-60), 
‘Susan Lenox.’ 


Looks like b. o. nate 
ural. Should go to very good $24,<« 
000. ‘Unholy Garden,’ last week, 
somewhat of disappointment. Fell 
well under expectations at just fair 
$18,000. 

Rivoli. (Wilson) (2,100; 20-40), 
‘Devotion.’ Ann Harding's popular- 
ity and subject assure class draw. 
Scaling down of top may aid. 
Should be a good week at $8,500 or 
better. ‘High Stakes’ last week 
weak, hardly fair $5,600. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) (2,500; 25- 


50), ‘24 Hours.’ Looks like good 
drawer and gross should cross 
$8,000. ‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ last 


week, up to $8,000 for biggest week 
of month. 

Auditorium (Schanbergers) (1,500; 
25-50), ‘Spirit of Notre Dame.’ 
Moved from Keith’s for continued 
run and should get good $6,500. 
‘Road to Singapore’ last week, was 
no panic at $5,500. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
25-50), ‘Dangerous Affair’ and yaud. 
Stage show counts more than pic- 
ture at this combo. Looks like good 


$10,500. ‘Gay Diplomat’ and vaud 
last week, good $11,000. 
Valencia (Loew) (1,200; 25-35), 


‘Palmy Days.’ No smash at the 
Stanley and won't jam ’em at this 
elevatored = stand. Pretty good 
$3,000. ‘5 Star Final’ Jast week drew 
good but not big $3,200. 

Parkway (Loew) (1,000; 25-35), 
‘Palmy Days.” Day-and-dated, as 
usual. Should get good $4,000. ‘Five 
Star’ last week okay at $3,900, 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-50), 
‘Cisco Kid.’ Looks like okay $8,000. 
‘Sob Sister’ last week fell well be- 
low Dunn's debut picture on same 
screen, Just good $8,900. 





Receivers for Fox Theatre 
Building in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Oct. 19. 

Receivers have been appointed to 
take charge of the affairs of the 
Fox Theatre building. Title to the 
building is held by the Theatre 
Realty Co., wholly owned subsidiary 
of the Fox Theatres Corp. 

Receivers are Edwin B. Meissner, 
president of the St. Louis Car Co. 
and A. L. Storr, bond salesman. AP- 
pointments were made by Circuit 
Judge Hartman on a suit filed by 
John S. Leahy on behalf of hold- 
ers of $33,900 bonds issued on the 
building. The total bond issue, in 
default of interest since Oct. 1, 1s 
approximately $4,500,000. 

The Fox picture interests, the 
petition alleges, permitted the de- 
fault although money was avail- 
able to meet the semi-annual inter- 
est charge of $145,000. This, the 
bondholders charge, ‘was in accord- 
ance with a pre-arrangement be- 
tween Theatre Realty Company and 
Fox Theatres Corp. in pursuance 
of a scheme to abrogate the lease 
and obtain a reduction in the rental 
to the detriment of bondholders.” 

Authority of the court to sell the 
property at foreclosure is asked in 





the petition. 
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DOLORES 


COSTELLO 


in ber triumphant retura as a 
Warner star in 


EXPENSIVE 
WOMEN 


with WARREN WILLIAM 
H.B. Warner Anthony Bashell 


It’s going to be 





pretty: HOT 





this winter—for. : 
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FAMILY 


Firsl National’s Comedy 
Romance with 


BEBE DANIELS 
and that ravishing new bere 
WARREN WILLAM 
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While others are still worrying © 
what to do until the doctor 
comes, WARNER BROS, and 
FIRST NATIONAL smack 
through with definite titles, 


casts and release . 
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The ROAD to 
SINGAPORE 


Marian Marsh, Doris Kenyon 





our boy, Jim 


AGNEY | 


Mrs. Cagney’s red-headed wonder 
in the year’s greatest laugh riot 





=z. Blonde Crazy _ 
with Joan Blondell 


with MARIAN 


MARSH 


CHARLES 
BUTTERWORTH 


DONALD COOK 
Directed by 
Michael Curtiz 
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Retitled Originals 
When Spanish 


Satisfy Brazil 


Versions Are Cold 


By Harry E. Goldflam 








Buenos Aires, Oct. 7. 


The show business here has 


reached about the lowest point. The | 


theaters are either closed or play- 
ing to nothing. The cinemas, from 
being a flourishing business, work 
on Saturdays and Sundays and 
go dark rest of the week. 

Pictures cannot be blamed for 
this state of affairs. While critics 
are complaining of the dearth of 
what they term good pictures, the 
fact is that the public has not the 
cash to patronize freely. 

Buster Keaton’s ‘Parlor, Bedroom 
and Bath’ opened at Grand, Splen- 
did and Palace Friday, and will 
probably go for a run of six weeks. 
Today any picture that holds up two 
weeks is a knockout. 

Columbia’s ‘Dirigible,’ exploited 
in splendid style, opened in three 
houses day and date and made the 
grade for a week or so, after which 
it petered and is now in the neigh- 
borhoods. Columbia’s people here 
expected it to be a wow for months, 
and under normal conditions it 
would be. 

Spanish Versions Through? 


The future for Spanish versions is 
hazy. Fox maintains Spanish will 
get a break, but this is due to the 
success of Mojica in ‘Mad Kiss,’ and 
maybe one other film whith pleases 
the public outside the immediate 
eenter. 

Paramount isn’t happy with its 
Joinville Spanish, not one of which 
has made the grade though Par 
tried hard to give this exacting pub- 
lic what it wants. 

Metro’s Sapnish pictures have 
been released in second-run, first 
refusing to tackle them after the 
flops registered with Vilches and 
others. Metro is cleaning up with 
such offerings as Spanish version 
of ‘Big House,’ outside, of course; 
and incidentally Columbia is making 
plenty with ‘Criminal Code,’ also 
in that language. But these are ex- 
ceptions. 

Public has now settled down to 
acceptance of current American pic- 
tures with superimposed titles, and 
when these are intelligently done 
everybody’s satisfied. A case in 
point is Bancroft’s ‘Scandal Sheet’, 
at Cine Real, <nd@ which held up for 
three weeks. Just now Ruth Chat- 
terton’s ‘Unfaithful’ is doing a fort- 
night at the same house, proving 
that the locals like the stars. 

Marlene Dietrich is going over in 
(ishonored,’ and Par has another 
money-maker in ‘Rango.’ In fact, 
Par is flooding the market and 
playing a dozen spots here, all 
strategic, with those named plus 
‘Skippy’ and the Chevaliers that are 


all over the shop, even to ‘Love 
Parade,’ which is still making 
money. 


To sum up the local situation, the 
less extra money producers spend 
to ‘capture’ this market the less 
they’ll regret it. If they stick to 
the stars with superimposed titling 
done intelligently they’ve solved this 
part of their problem. 


Tobis’ Cheap Outfit 


Paris, Oct. 19. 

Tobis-Klangfilm is introducing a 
new cheap reproducing outfit for 
the local market. Equipment will 
go under the name of Zetton, It is 
adaptable to almost any local con- 
ditions. 

Big selling point, besides 
cheapness, is that it works 
various voltage frequencies. 








the 
on 





Hakim’s M-G-M Job 


London, Oct. 19. 
Eric Hakim is to make three ad- 
ditional films for Metro. 
Commission came as a result of 
the success of ‘The Outside.’ 
First subject will be ‘Two White 
Arms,’ with Magaret Bannerman. 





Roxy’s Luncheon 


London, Oct. 19. 
Radio Pictures is giving a lun- 
cheon to Roxy and his architectural 
troupe Wednesday (21). Purpose is 
to introduce him to the newspaper 
gang here. 
Big time in the making. 


» 
— ? 


ANGLO-FRENCH DEALS 


More Leeway for European Pictures 
in England 


Paris, Oct. 12. 
Several Anglo-French deals re- 
cently seem to suggest that Britain 
may abandon her American allegi- 
ance for a Continental block. That 
would prove serious competition for 
Americans over here and would 
make even more hopeless the tough 
conditions under which representa- 
tives of United States firms in Paris 
are working. 
One important recent deal is that 
of the British-owned Alhambra the- 
atre in Paris (Gaumont-British), 
which has joined the Natan booking 
combine. That also facilitates Na- 
tan’s English outlets. 
Maurice Barbour went to London 
to offer British International the 
English rights of ‘Lilac,’ produced 
here by Fifra for United Artists re- 
lease. 


FRENCH GOV'T AFTER 
TAX FOR FILM ADS 


Paris, Oct. 12. 
Local government officials are up- 
set over advertising in pictures 
figuring it’s an evasion of taxes. 
All advertising in France is taxable, 
including billboard and poster ads, 
but there has been no previous ar- 
rangement for pictures. 
What the government is espe- 
cially worried about is cases where 
there is a little gentle advertising 
hint thrown into a regular program 
feature and sometimes hard to de- 
tect, 
To get a precedent on the thing, 
the Tax Collector has started a 
test case suit of a local exhibitor 
for playing the picture ‘Grock.’ Ex- 
hibitor is being charged with evad- 
ing taxes. Sequence which the tax 
collector is worried about mentions 
that Grock, the star in the picture, 
makes records exclusively for 
Odeon, local disc manufacturer. 
Tax Collector feels that pictures, 
if and when taxed, ought to pay 
the same rating applying to lumin- 
ous advertising, which is 18 cents 
monthly per square foot of the 
screen. How he’s going to figure 
all that out, or who’s going to do 
the book-keeping involved, is not 
explained. 


TOBIS’ COAST TRIO 


Houses in Frisco, L. A. and Port- 
land—Start Immediately 

















Three Pacific houses have been 
franchised by Tobis on Coast as the 
nucleus of a Coast chain, Theatres 
are the Studio in Portland; Califor- 
nia, Los Angeles and Filmarte, San 
Francisco. All houses switch imme- 
diately to Tobis programs, 

J. R. Ellison and David Piper will 
operate the Portland house; Fred 
A. Miller will continue in charge of 
his Los Angeles site and Ralph Pin- 
cus and Herbert Roesner have the 
San Francisco spot. Roesner also 
becomes Tobis’ Coast rep under the 
tieup. 

Deals were lined up by David 
Diamond, of the New York Tobis of- 
fice, who is now en route back to 
New York. 





Belmont Closes 


Belmont theatre New York, sud- 
denly folded with it’s foreign film 
policy Sunday night (18), failing to 
open Monday. House was formerly 
legit and will try in that field again. 

Makes the second tinie the Bel- 
mont has failed with foreign films, 
once with German features and an- 
other time with Italian product. 





PERSONAL FOR BOHR 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
On completion of ‘Hollywood City 
of Dreams,’ Spanish picture for 
Universal release, Jose Bohr will go 
into Mexico and Central and South 





America on a personal appearance 
tour. 

‘Dreams’ is a yarn based on a 
South American actor trying to 
crash the gates of Hollywood, with 
Bohr playing the crasher, also pro- 





ducing. 


BRECHER’S OSSO RIGHTS 


Can Play Or Reject, and Osso Must 
Shelve if Turned Down 








Leo Brecher has the rights to all 
Osso films for American showing. 
Deal is for several years and calls 
for Osso’s French originals as well 
as foreign versions. 

Borry Osso, legit play broker in 
New York and uncle of Adolph 
Usso, head of the French produc- 
ing firm, formerly handled the Osso 
films here, but asked to be relieved. 
The Brecher deal followed. 
camera is possible on this model. 


German Product 
Floods Mexico 
Despite Taxes 


Mexico City, Oct. 15. 

Appears that Mexico intends to go 
German in motion picture entertain- 
ment. Amid prospects that Ameri- 
can pictures will do a fade out as 
far as this country is concerned be- 
fore the end of the year, evidences 
are appearing everywhere that sev- 
eral houses hope to be able to hang 
on with cinema aid from Der Vater- 
land. 

Publicity for German made talk- 
ers and silents are holding local bill- 
boards. Much obscurity as to how 
these European productions will be 
able to. get by with any profit in 
view of new customs law which 
boosted 1000% duties on all films 
and discs not in Spanish, 

Impending influx of German made 
pictures seems to be all in idioms 
other -than legal tongue of this 
country. 


No Guarantees for 
Dubbed Films in France 


Paris, Oct. 12. 

With the talker novelty finished 
and local producers returning to a 
quality production basis, exhibs 
here are beginning to accept con- 
tracts with minimum guarantees 
from local producers, although 
strictly percent, without guarantees 
are being called for from those of- 
fering dubbed subjects, 

An instance is Leon Volterra, who 
insisted on a straight % for a 
dubbed showing of ‘Dirigible’ (Col) 
at his theatres, although booking in 
‘Mistrigry’ a local-made Paramount 
film at a high percentage with a 
big minimum guarantee. That’s 
despite Volterra was pretty badly 
bitten in his guarantee deal with 
United Artists for ‘City Lights.’ 


‘Trader Horn’ Censored 


Brussels, Oct. 8. 

The Belgian censor has granted 
an ‘adults only’ certificate to ‘Trad- 
er Horn.’ Action raised a storm of 
protest and the Professional Cine- 
matograph association, while ac- 
cording ifs patronage to the film 
has petitioned the authorities to in- 
duce the Commission to allow 
‘Trader Horn’ to be viewed by chil- 
dren, 

It is pointed out that the film has 
an artistic and educational value and 
that it is in every way fitted to re- 
inforce Belgian colonial propaganda. 

















Foster Mexican Talent 


Mexico City, Oct, 15. 

Enforcement of nationalistic 
clauses of amusements law has been 
urged upon the city government 
by the Dramatic Authors’ Union. 
Organization demannds that, as law 
provides, all theatres must stage an 
example of Mexican dramatic art 
when presenting foreign produc- 
tions, and that the picture houses 
must exhib at least twice weekly 
two reels of Mexican subjects. 

Union figures enforcement of this 
regulation will help native dra- 
matists. 





Pavilion in Red 


London, Oct. 19. 
The London Pavilion with ‘Hob- 
son’s Choice’ (British made) went 
into red for the week. 
Gross was $2,500 below an even 
break. 





U on Versions 
Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
U resumes versions with Spanish 
synces for ‘Frankenstein,’ ‘Waterloo 
Bridge’ and ‘Heaven,On Earth.’ 
Studio had been off all foreigns 





for six months. 


U. S. Cycle of Soviet Pictures Meets 
Snag as Writers, Execs Grow Timid 





DUBBING FOR COLUMBIA 





Deal Made in Paris With Newly 
Found Concern 
Paris, Oct. 12, 
Despite dubbing is considered 


somewhat obselete here, several new 


dubbing companies are currently 
being promoted. Jack Forrester, 
former American actor, and Andre 
Parent, are the most recent, having 
formed the Forrester-Parent Corp., 
for dubbing and distributing pic- 
tures on this side. Couple are pretty 
strongly backed and look to make 
a go of it. 

Forrester and Parent have a deal 
lined up with Columbia, with a $40,- 
000 guarantee for dubbing and dis- 
tributing in all Latin countries 12 
Columbia pictures. That includes 
‘Flight’ and ‘Dirigible,’ which al- 
ready have been dubbed. 

Deal, started by Columbia’s man- 
ager here, Mr. Xama, was closed in 
the Berlin headquarters by Joe 
Freeman, It calls for Columbia to 
get one-third of the takings on the 
pictures, after amortization, but 
with Columbia laying out a guaran- 
tee on the lot, 

James Bryson and Dr. Henkel, 
local Tobis head, are jointly pro- 
moting another dubbing company, 
details of which are not yet clear. 


25 FILMS HURT MEXICO’S 
FEELINGS, WERE BANNED 


Mexico City, Oct. 15. 


Civic department of diversions, 
which regulates all public amuse- 
ments in Mexico City, just filed a 
report for the year. 

During 1930-31 6,000 reels were 
inspected. Twenty-five pictures 
were rejected on the ground they 
contained passages detrimental to 
Mexican dignity, 20 were thrown out 
because they ‘insulted public morals,’ 
and 100 were tabooed for lack of 
sufficient Spanish titles. 

Ten Mexican made pictures were 
okayed. Practice was established 
last year of theatres paying govern- 
ment its 10% tax each day. This 
tax yielded the city 132,000 pesos 
($44,000) last year. 


U. A’S FOREIGN MOVES 


Close Italian Exchange, Open One in 
Calcutta—Make French Deal 

















Arthur Kelly, United Artists’ for- 
eign head, is due in New York to- 
day (20) aboard the Majestic after 
a three months stay in Europe. 

Kelly has closed the U. A. ex- 
change in Italy, installing Mario 
Luperini as local agent. Luperini 
had the same job several years ago. 
In Paris, Kelly wrote contracts with 
two film companies for one film each 
to be made for U. A. distribution in 
France, One of the pictures to be 
made by Fifra, is ‘Cour de Lilas’ by 
Tristan Bernard, French author, 

U. A. has also established an ex- 
change in Calcutta, India. It’s the 
first time this company has gone 
into business there, H. A. O’Connor 
is in charge. 





Mexico Scans Newsreel 
Exports for Affronts 


Mexico City, Oct. 19. 

As part of the government's cen- 
sorship of news reels made in Mex- 
ico, the Ministry of Finance has in- 
structed all Mexican customs of- 
ficials to prohibit the passage of 
films and dises taken in the re- 
public unless they bear seals of 
the state department to prove the 
material has complied with the law. 

Ministry explains that censorship 
is intended to prevent films and 
discs. which may slight Mexico go- 
ing abroad. 





Hoffberg’s Chesterfields 
J. H. Hoffberg Co. will have all 
foreign distribution rights on Ches- 
terfield Pictures. This is according 
to a deal arranged in New York. 
All foreign markets are included. 





Schoenberg Back 
London, Oct. 10. 
Ben Schoenherg sailed for New 
York after pretty thoroughly cemb- 
ing the talker field for talent for 





Fox pictures. 


7 


| Eelair studios near Paris. 








Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
The cycle of Soviet stories in the 
offing for studios inta 
its first snag in the fear of certain 
writers and executives to 


is bumping 


be come 
involved with the radical mob. Sev. 
eral writers have turned down jobs 
to work on the modern Russia 
yarns for fear that they might dis- 
please secret radical groups and 
run into trouble, 

One exec at a major studio went 
so far as to say that if the studio’s 
picture didn’t please this commu. 
nistic crowd it might result in bomb 
throwing. 

Despite this fear by some, several 
studios are going ahead with plans 
for Soviet pictures to cash in on 
the present interest in Russia. In 
all cases studios will stick to a 
middle course, laying off either 
praise or blame of the Soviet sys- 
tem. Metro, first to try the Soviet 
thing, plans to treat communism in 
its story as a religion. 

Universal is latest to follow 
Metro. It has bought ‘Ural,’ by 
Nevin Brooke, and has Jack Moffit 
attempting to whip the story into 
screen shape. ‘Nevin Brooke’ is une 
officially reported a fictitious name, 
the author said to be a woman, not 
wanting her connection with the 
story known. 


Working Secretly 


Columbia is looking for a Soviet 
writer, Paramount and Radio are 
considering the idea of making mod- 
ern Russia stories, Other studios 
are reported working on such 
stories privately, the film compa- 
nies not wanting their plans to get 
out until picture is actually in the 
making to forestall any opposition. 

Russia has always been a favorite 
locale for film dramas. Studios now 
feel that Russia is still an excele 
lent spot in which to brew heavy 
plots. Chief difficulty to date has 
been to find writers who can cone 
coct the Soviet yarns. 


Paris’ Good Week-End 


Paris, Oct. 19. 

Week end active here, despite 
springish weather. 

‘Marius’ .(film), at the Paramount, 
started off the second week brighter 
than even the record first, getting 
$6,200 on Sunday. 











Trying Supers Out on 
French Before Editing 


Paris, Oct. 8. 

The American idea of testing a 
film previous to release at a pree 
view was introduced for the first 
time here at the Paramount the- 
atre Oct. 5 when ‘Marius,’ to open 
its run on the 9th, was shown in ade 
dition to the usual programmer. 
Film had only been passed by the 
censor that morning. When the 
regular feature on the bill ‘Rien 
Que La Verite’ (‘Nothing But the 
Truth’) would have been projected 
at 830 p. m. St. Graniecr, local 
show world idol, appeared as m.c. 
to tell the audience that they were 
going to be shown Paramount's 
latest. Film which lasted two hours 
and 12 minutes will be edited down 
to about 75 minutes for regular ree 
lease. 

Film, which is the best acted of 
any French production so far, is 
practically a photograph of the play 
with the original cast, and a sure 
hit. 





CAMERA AIM DEVICE 
Paris, Oct. 9%. 

A motion picture camera with 
operators sight of the field obtained 
vertically over the lenses instead 
of laterally is being perfected in the 
Camera 
is named Camereclair. 

Idea is to permit shot of close- 
ups to be done with a more accu 
rate sight. Also cranking back the 





COPS LOCAL CENSORS 
Munich, Qct. 8. 
The Granowsky talker ‘Das Lied 
vom Leben’ (‘Song of Life’) was 
prohibited by the police authorities 
though it had been censored by thé 


head censors in Berlin for per- 
formance in whole of Germany. 
This prohibition is against the 


German law. 
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Yanks Abroad Protest at Un-American 
Films—Foreigns Billed as U.S. Made 





Complaints to the government 
from American residents. in foreign 
that 


eauntries 
foun ses 


hibited and branded as 
American made, are anti-American 
propaganda and hold this country 
up to derision, are being referred to 
the American industry over here. 

American producers are powerless 
to combat flamboyant advertising 
and substitution of American credits 
on pictures which have been made 
elsewhere. Therein, it is stated, 
rests the kernel of the complaints. 
Many foreign exhibitors even bill 
foreizn-made pictures as American- 
made. 

Specific criticism is being sought 
by the American industry of com- 
plnining Americans in foreign 
climes. They are being requested to 
write in immediately about pictures 
they deem un-American, ‘the title 
credit, and the producer, etc. 


MEXICO TOLD TO 
REDUCE FILM TAX 


Mexico City, Oct. 19. 
More than 100 exhibitors, repre- 
senting approximately 800 picture 
theatres throughout Mexico, are 


meeting here in an effort to induce 
the government to modify the new 
import tax. Tax boosted duties on 
all non-Spanish films and discs 
about 1,000%. 

Committee has been appointed by 
the exhibs to wait upon President 
Pascual Ortiz Rubio and'urge him 
to do something about the measure, 
pointing out that it will inevitably 
lead to a closing down of' all Mexi- 
can picture houses, which will mean 
throwing 60,000 people out ‘of work. 

Conference will probably continue 
until about Oct. 23, with the keynote 
taken that: of the. danger of un- 
employment aggravation. 

Film men are being helped some- 
what by the newspaper ‘Excelsior.’ 
It has printed several stories rg- 
cently asserting that the Mexican 
picture and show business is in 
grave condition as a result of the 
boosted film levies. No .American 
films or discs have entered Mexico 
during the past three months 
(length of time the law has been in 
effect) with the exception of occa- 
sional indies who shut their eyes to 
the exorbitant costs. Paper has 
stated several times that the gov- 
ernment as well as the entire coun- 
try would be the losers if the new 
law is not repealed. 


BIP REJECTS METRO’S 
TERMS FOR DEAL 


London, Oct. 19. 

Metro's deal with British Inter- 
mational for making quota pictures 
conditionally on BIP films getting 
American release through Metro, al- 
though all lined up for some time, 
has gone cold. 

Deal fell through because BIP de- 
cided Metro’s terms were prohibi- 
tive. 


many pictures ex- 


abroad, 











Metro, the only remaining Ameri- 
can company not having a picture 
making deal of some sort in Europe, 
was going to let BIP make it a few 
pictures for quota purposes in Eng- 
land. Metro insisted the films be 
g00d enough product for distribu- 
tion here. 

With the deal falling through it 
is thought probable a new one will 
be announced in a few days between 
Metro and an indie British company, 
sroundwork for which was tenta- 
tively and quietly placed by Thal- 
berg when in London recently. 


Fox Reel Opposition 


Oct. 19. 
lox representative here screened 
for Ufa interests the Fox Movie- 
tone ‘Magic Carpet’ series. 
The Ufa people were enthusiastic 


Berlin, 


over the showing, but declined to 
make any bookings, due to the 
frowing importance of the Fox 
\ 


Newsreel, 


which Ufa regards as an 
Opposition menace. 


Ufa controlled screens. 





RIDICULING CENSORS 


Start: Riding Before Censoring Ef- 
fective—WB and UA Affected 

Paris, Oct. 19. 

Realizing the economic foolishness 


of currently antagonizing Amer- 


ica, newspapers here are deriding 
the creation of the as vet inopera- 
tive Conseil Superieur du Cinema 
(Superior Cinema Counsel). It 


the buck to any local clique which 
he happens to favor. 

Derided by the press, the censor 
is being called unfair for persisting 
in not okaying the release of ‘Beg- 


gar’s Opera’ (Warners) despite 
that picture has several dates 
booked, 

United Artists is now another 


American company in trouble with 
the. censors, because of. fighting 
the official compliance,of Germany's 
request to ban ‘Hell's Angels.’ Gov- 
ernment may officially. declare the 
film out any day. Meantime the 
picture is showing here and mak- 
ing money with U.A. execs trying 
to convince the officials it should 
be left alone. . Orders have gone out 
from the U.A.. office. instructing 
agents all over the country ta rush 


a hope of beating out the ban, 


HOYT'S $22,000 
AUSTRALIA'S 
ONLY PROFIT 





Sydney; - Sept: 15. 

In ’29-'30 Hoyt’s made a profit of 
$385,000. For 1931 profit. amounted 
to only $22,000. 

Hoyt’s is the only show organiza- 
tion to show a profit this year. In 
the, first half of ’'30-'31 company 
showed a loss of $50,000, but due to 


out. 

Assistance was sought and given 
by the Fox Films, which ho'ds the 
stock control in the chain. No aid 
was asked of bankers. 

One outstanding item in the re- 
port is payment of $350,000 in en- 
tertainment tax. Before Fox came 
into Hoyt’s, the affairs of the com- 
pany were in a pretty serious plight. 
With Fox in charge, a change in 
managerial control was made, with 
Stanley Crick, head of Fox in Aus- 
tralia, taking over the directorship. 
Charles Munro, also associated with 
Fox, was made managing director. 
Since then the company has slowly 
but surely forged ahead. 


FILM CREDITS CAUSE 
FRENCH BANK’S BUST 


Paris, Oct. 19. 


Overextension of picture credit is 
bringing disastrous results here. 
Courvoisier Bank, handling the ac- 
counts for Osso and Haik, has 
crashed as a first serious climax. 

Osso is promoting some separate 
organizations, one a Berlin inde- 
pendent branch. 


BASIL DEAN RETURNING 


RKO's English Rep in New York 
for Two Weeks 
Basil Dean is leaving New York 
this week. He returns to London 
and the new RKO studio over there. 
It’s the largest and most modern 
sound studio in Britain, according 
to claim. 
Dean 





is Radio’s rep in England. 
Hiram Brown and Joe Plunkett of 
RKO, and Bo Dowling of 
Pictures. S. Newman, also from 
London and of the Radio exec forces 
over there, reached town last wee 
in time to attend the meetings. 





In consequence | 
the Fox name cannot be flashed on | 


Joe Schnitzer, Radio Pic- 
tures and on the coast, expected in 
New York during. Dean's visit, did 
|not arrive east 


pres. 


° pe } 
would permit. the Minister. to. pass 


provincial dates on the picture in | 


managerial changes a. profit, came 


He came over for conferences with | 


tadio | 





Plaza Is Kinemas’ 





New Plaza theatre at Jo- 
hannesburg recently reported 
in ‘Variety’ as opening, is the 
property of Kinemas, Ltd., the 
Sidney Hayman South African 
chain. 

Cable omitted management 
of house. 














Television on 


Set Schedule 
For England 


London, Oct. 19. 
Television became a regular fea- 


ture of British Broadcasting Co. 
Oct. 15, when Jack Payne’s band 
was sent out in sight and sound 


From this time on television broad- 
;casts will be. incorporated once a 
| week on the program. 

The initial transmission was ac- 
counted a great advance in qualit: 
over previous experimental work 


International Extras 
From Foreign Lands 





‘Paris, Oct. 19. 
Groups of extras from Europe and 


shipment to Hollywood. In the 


American picture colony the natives 
will be employed as picturesque 
atmosphere for the talkers calling 
for their individual or collective 
services. 

Among these extras from accounts 
will be principal actors of the vari- 
ous countries represented, They are 
being mainly supported while away 
from home.by their respective gov- 
ornments. In return the actors are 
expected to come back with a screen 
experience that will be utilized in 
their native picture making. 

The agent here who has. been 
working on.the unique. proposition 
will not disclose names or details, he 
states, until his international group 
of extras is fully completed, nor will 
he say with whom he. kas been in 
negotiation in the States. 

All foreigners sent ta Hollywood 


over there for at least six months. 
None will be permitted to accept, 


any American made picture, 

All of the extras are obligated by 
pledge to return to their own coun- 
tries when they shall have com- 
pleted the Hollywood term. 





METRO’S 3,000-SEATER 


Building in Johannesburg—Another 
There by African Theatres 





Capétown, Oct. 19. 

Among the bigger houses plotted 
is a 3,000 seater for Metro in 
Johannesburg. Architect Boettcher 
says things are being rushed and 
the theatre will be ready to open 
in 10 months. 

African Theatres is laying out 
blue prints for a big Johannesburg 
house. No details yet, but theatre 
will cost about $1,250,000 and will! 
be a straight picture house. 





French More Watchful 
Of Native Film Extras 


Paris, Oct. 19. 

| Following complaints from a 
|number of French picture extras, 
the government issued orders last 
week activating labor inspectors. 
| Orders are now to visit all picture 
| studios frequently for the purpose 
| of strictly applying the various reg- 
! 








ulations passed for protection of 
}extra people. 

Among the important things to 
be watched, according to the order, 
are the rules about the minimum 
proportion of foreigners on the lot; 
employing of a certain number of 
war invalids regularly and week!s 
payment of the government insur- 
ance taxes, 

Also the officials must watch out 
| to see that extras are hired through 
the governmental labor exchange 
and. not by way of barroom 
| pickups. 


| 
| 
| 


Foreign Countries Ban on 
Exporting Money Can Turn 


' 


DUTCH TOWN 











Sent by Governments | 


Asia are being assembled here for | 


in this way will remain as extras’ 


even if drafted, a principal role in: 





i 


Into Embargo on 





ANOTHER ‘GYPSIES’ 





Dean Walk-out Rolls Its Own for | 
No. 2 
London, Oct. 19. | 


Members of Basil Dean's ‘Water | 
talker unit who walked out 
on the production have made one of | 
their own. called ‘Canal Gypsies’ 
without the first story. It deals 
with similar atmosphere. 

The talker has been sent to the 
States, beating ‘Water Gypsies’ to 
that territory. 


Cypsies’ 





— —_- 


GIVES IN 
ON FOX 


The Hague, Oct. 19. 


Groningen’s tax controversy was 
finally settled Friday (16) with the 
town council giving in and lowering 
the tax to 20% of the gross for 
picture houses. Theatres reopened 
the same day. 


All theatres in Groningen, an im- 
portant border town in Holland, 
were closed about six months ago 
when the government refused to 
lower what was considered a pro- 
hibitive entertainment tax. Show- 
men threatened for several months 
to close completely and finally car- 
ried through, with seemingly no 
effect on the city government. 

The siege has held through all 
this time with, no move on either 
part until now. 





Reaters Pass Up Evans’ 
Co-Op Booking Combine 


London, Oct, 19. 


Will Evans is understood to be 
behind the Co-operative Exhibitors’ 
300king Combine being formed in 
London with alleged governmental 
patronage. Evans recently resigned 
from co-management of Gaumont 
British, 

Kinematograph Renters’ Society, 
representing mainly American dis- 
tributing interests, passed a resolu- 
tion last week refusing to deal with 
co-operative bookings from inde- 
pendent exhibitors. It is believed 
here that governmental support, if 
existing, is due to a sense of unfair- 
ness in the distributors’ trading 
activities. 

Nearly 200 theatres are reported 
already involved in the new scheme, 
with probably more to come. 


EXCHANGE STOPS DEAL 


Czech Crowns Figure in Terra- 
filmco Shares Negotiations 





dimes: 








Berlin, Oct. 19. 

Negotiations between the Czech 
financing group headed by Kom- 
merzienrat Meissner and his 
brother, Emil, the latter an ex- 
hibitor in Prague, and the brothers 
Scotoni, Swiss exhibitors, regard- 
ing the taking over of the Scotonis’ 
majority interest in the shares of 
Terrafilmco has been broken off. 
That is due to the present emer- 
gency laws regarding exchange, 
which prohibits exchange of more 
than 1,000,000 Czech crowns. 

Disparity with the Swiss franc 
makes any deal impractical at pres- 
ent. 


‘Horn’ in Germany 
Berlin, Oct. 19. 
Metro's ‘Trader Horn’ opened 
Friday (16) in serlin, Dresden, 
Stuttgart and Duselldorf to very 
great success. 
A few critics take exception to 





the character of the White Goddess, 
played by Edwina Booth, objecting | 
that the part is unnatural and un- | 
convincing. 

. Unusually... good 
ticipated in all four 


business 


is an- | 
centers. 


U. S. Films 


What 


bargo 


can develop into an em- 


against American film prod- 


uct is being rapidly built up over 
the world This is the opinion of 

tudents of the foreign field as a 
result of new conditions arising 
i} during the past week. 

New laws were passed. during 
the week in the Argentines and 
Chile prohibiting the exporting of 
money from those countries. Sim- 


ilar laws are already in existence 
in Colombia, Peru, Hungary, Ger- 
many and Australia. Likelihood 


is that Spain will follow suit short- 


ly, as well as other countries. 
Such a- move means that American 
firms having money deals of any 
sort in any of these foreign lands 


must take it on the chin to what- 
ever extent the current fluctuation 


jis, and must also leaye the money 
|}in these foreign lands for possible 


further losses. 

Not only does it necessitate a 
constant gambling on the part of 
American concerns with the ex- 
change, but a tying up of consid- 
erable cash in various spots 
through the world. 

Impossible to figure the amount 
of money now involved, but it is 
thought that Fox alone has had 
close to a million dollars tied up in 
Australia during the year in which 
the law there against export of 
money has bean in effect. Metro is 
one of the firms having very little 
money tied up in the Antopodes 
because of preferring to apply the 
20% tax clause to leaving its coin 
tied up. Under this. clause, while 
it Is generally forbidden to export 
money from Australia, it is possi- 
ble to do so by paying a 20% gov- 
ernment tax, , 

In the case of the other. coun- 
tries, however, there is no ques- 
tion of paying a big tax. It is a 
simple and complete shutdown of 
cash exports.. Perhaps a tempo- 
rary move, as named by the various 
governments, but with no sight of 
the release date it can mean a tie- 
up for American films throughout 
the world. in less than six months. — 

Look for Loophole 

Seemingly there is no way of 
avoiding the trouble, although there 
is one possible loophole pointed out. 
That consists of dealing with for- 
eigners who have money in New 
York banks and accepting checks on 
the New York banks in payment. 
Such deals in the foreign field are, 
however, necessarily in the min- 
imum, 

How much the new scheme of 
things means to the American in- 
dustry is illustrated by the posi- 
tion of Radio. Radio does all its 
South American business through 
Argentine. Hence, automatically, 
all Radio income from any part of 
South America was tied up last 
week for the future. 

One thing pointed out by the for- 
eign heads of a major film com- 
pany is that while the money is 
allowed to accumulate abroad, 
American companies are under no 
obligation to spend money abroad, 
applying these moneys to local ex- 
penditures everywhere. 

What is feared from some sources, 
on the other hand, is that with the 
money piling up American com- 
panies abroad may be coaxed into 
entering production on native 
shores to a greater extent than at 
present which could lead to ulti- 
mate greater losses. 

Meantime, all foreign offices are 
busy studying the new regulations 
and trying to figureout an escape- 
all with a minimum of hope. 


CANADIAN BANKERS 
PROFIT BY EXCHANGE 


Detroit, Oct. 19. 
Through the fall in value of Eng- 
lish and Canadian money, it is dis- 
counted up to 20% on this side of 
the river. Merchants take a 10 to 
15° cut, but the theatres get 29%. 
Practice of discounting is general. 
The fall is making Canadian 
bankers rich. They buy the Can- 
adian money at an average price of 
10°, discount and sell or loan it at 
full value in Canada. 
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BEGINS TODAY! | 


Three souls in the toils of 
a surging metropolis, one 
striving to right a great 
wrong *s . the other 
two asking for love! 


AVLINE 2 


“or Mov 4etone Drama with 


Thomas Meighan 


HARDIE ALBRIGHT 
MAUREEN O'SULLIVAN 





LOS ANGELES 


4roa-Z £027 7O0ZOH 


rene 
IDDUNNE 


The Immortal “Sabra” 


ever attended a pre- 
miere to.welcome 2 
MEW Star. « 


Consolation 
MARRIAGE 


"Tae gayest. and. meest 
‘human drama ‘of a 
‘woman’s heart that was 
jever written: 
2 
PAT O’BRIEN 
MYRNA LOY 
_JOHN HALLIDAY 
Am RKO-Redio Comedy Dreme 
Directed by PAUL SLOANB 


POX 
CARTHAY 
CIRCLE 


Opening night prices $1.50,f2.90, 98.90 
“Phone OR 1104. yd 
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Theatre Advertising as Indicated 
From Various Cities 


On Week Days 
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CLADWYS:, Doa% B ngh find ‘New York 
refreshing: after “these Little cow ‘towne 
like Pendleton: and- Chicage. 


BRONCHO BILL; ‘Aad: the theatres, my 
“dear... the ch 1 Had the time of 
my life at the St ed. Really I had no 
idea Balzac could be brought to the screen 
and still be Balsae if you hagw’ what I 
mean. But the show called “Honor of 
the Family” had nie laughing Thee dodo. 
Abig i ‘a playing ats 
Strand, too 


“ ChADWXH tty Gu are, that diseiminating 

I dgn’t. sge'why you waste your time 

trying te wih @ prise for throwing s poor 

lietle ateqr when poy couldbedoin youre 
cell some good at Hollywood Thee 

+ George Ailisg ia” ‘Al xander 

Hamilton” i marvelous ,’. got stare. 


S B. Bs J mus seo “Five Star Fieal.” I'm 


fascinated ctl ger arian And Tn 


GLADWYS: Don's detp yp Sock 
Se Suwon site tre laze 
Storm iu 

best chat’ gree secs rota Maglaas. 

2B dhe ale fm oh 


going to the preci 
26 much ghest 9 pees! iia atfon 
“Penrod & 


co Kio yout Sayer 


: GLADWYS. Speaking of free, — did 
you ‘vanch . Bar 
=. ; was called 


“B. Bs Ber nothing, my Jean 


GLADWYS: You Westerners are so droll 


a 


ec GLAMOROUS STORY OF “Goo 
UNCONVENTIONAL LOVE! LIFE ON A SPREE! 
Bowie og fo sents Serial!’ 





“eit MAT REVUE" 


CLIVE BROOK 
KAY F RANG 


MIRIAM ma 


“Husbands! — ae 
Sweethearts! A lifetime of 
emotion a into 







CHIC SALE 


“cOWSLIFS” 


NTIC.-THRILL 
Youn REN 


canbe 
SUSAN LENOX tro aise» 


A ipping dramat je eto 
fovea 4g true ae life iaeitt 
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Sines Pobtle Stone Dhow with 


BOB ope e ome pm 
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wee THIS STELLAR CAST! 


WILLIAM BOYD 
PEGGY SHANNON 
suri’ ERiRGven 


Ree thé divéree imtjts im nee 
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Charlotte me ey and 18 
Gorgeous Glorified Girls! 
Detroit's gone eresy over it 
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The Laugh of a Lifetime! 
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By Epes W. Sargent 





Football Scores 


This is the season when towns 
large enough to have a high school 
go erazy over football and college 
towns are worse than that. Many 
managers have cleaned up nicely 
with free score cards, but some have 
been so unwise as to offer score 
cards free where the school de- 
pended upon the sale of their cards 
to partly defray the expenses of the 
team. 

Before arranging for free scores, 
it will be the part of wisdom to 
consult with the team manager and 
see if the free distribution will in- 
terfere with any deal the school has 
made. If it does, probably it can 
be arranged to print the cards for 
the school and let them sell the 
scores. A mention can be made 
of the attraction on the score side 
of the card with perhaps a more 
ample play up on the back. Not 
all will buy scores, but if the cards 
are .supplied without cost to the 
school, it will be an easier matter 
to get posters in the grandstands. 

One manager made a hit by dis- 
tributing score cards on a train 
carrying the team and its rooters 
to a distant game. Another tried 
the same stunt and forgot that his 
circuit had a house in the other 
town. He got the other manager 
in a tough jam with the local team 
when the visitors all passed up the 
official cards. 


Legs Are Winners 

At the Rialto, New York, the Ed- 
die Cantor show was front adver- 
tised across the building with a gi- 
gantic figure of Cantor in the center 
of the sign. The panel covers two 
stories, but the figure is twice that 
size and extends from the top of 
the marquee to the top of the build- 
ing; about 35 or 40 feet. For the 
moment it is the outstanding sign 
on Broadway. 

The idea was developed from a 
stunt on ‘Daddy Long Legs,’ orig- 
inated by some Publix manager out 
of town. There the legs spanned the 
street, like a modern Colossus of 
Rhodes. Not as easily done on 
B'way, but in the new form it is 
attracting a lot of attention and 
making comment. At the Rialto the 
figure is cut from compoboard, but 
it will work as well if the trousers 
are done from cloth, which prob- 
ably can be salvaged for other 
stunts, later on. The big figure is 
good for one run at any house. 


A. K.’s for ‘Penrod’ 


Plenty of exhibs failed to get all 
the money on ‘Skippy’ and. the 
Twain creations because they fell 
too strong on the juvenile side. 
They figured that here was a chance 
to regain the lost child patronage, 
and they plugged so hard for the 
youngsters that they filled the house 
with the children at the evening 
Shows and the old folks stayed 
home. The result generally was a 
large attendance figure, but a low 
gross. 

‘Penrod and Sam’ seems to fall 

into the same classification and 
likely to be spoiled by the same 
treatment. It is the consensus of 
opinion that most adults will fall 
as hard for ‘Penrod’ as will the 
children. A good handling of the 
Situation would seem to be the 
course followed when ‘Huck’ was 
made as a silent picture. Some 
exhibitors gave prominence to a 
special appeal headed ‘Notice to 
Parents’ and reading substantially: 
‘While Huckleberry Finn is an idea 
picture for the children, it is not 
merely a play designed to please 
them alone. It is real entertain- 
ment for the entire family — and 
those without families. The man- 
agement will appreciate it if par- 
ents will co-operate by letting the 
children attend the afternoon per- 
formances, when there is more 
room, to the end that there may be 
Space for their elders at the eve- 
ning shows. Bringing them in the 
evening may deprive your neigh- 
bors of a chance to enjoy this real 
treat.’ 
_ This is good enough to be gotten 
Out as a special poster if the budget 
permits. It certainly should be 
made a part of the newspaper ad- 
vertising. 


Punched Up ‘Wallingford’ 
Dayton, O. 

500 free red ink extras 
Rich Quick Wallingford’ 
Was only one angle of Ernest C. 
Austgen’s campaign for Loew’s. 
The ‘Times Press’ slapped the red 
ink plate on at the end of its home 
edition run and they were out on 
the street on the tail of the city de- 
liveries. Donated in appreciation 
of a theatre party to poor and needy 
children looked after by Y. M. C. A. 
Gag is a pet of the paper's, and 
party got ample space in its own 
right. 

Paper also helped Austgen get a 





Getting 
for ‘Get 


5 by 75 foot banner across the 
Street and this was backed up by 
1,000 window streamers; 17,000 





circus throwaways and 10,000 phony 
telegrams supposedly from Haines 
to the theatre. Also took space in 


lost and found classified to adver- 
tise for Wallingford, which tied in 
with the red ink announcement he 
had been found at Loew's. Extra 
exploitation paid a nice profit. 


Makes ’Em Read Ads 
Fairmount, W. Va. 

Warner theatres, Fairmount and 
Virginia, are giving two tickets each 
day for each house to those whose 
names are mentioned in the thea- 
tre’s regular advertising space. 
Names are selected from the city 
directory and are changed daily. 
Tickets must be claimed the day 
the name is printed. 

Not a new idea, but it is making 
them read the ads. 


Red Inked Akron 


La Salle, Til. 

John H. Mitchell, of the Majestic, 
scored a strong point when he 
hooked his showing of ‘Dirigible’ 
to the test trip of the Akron, then 
being made. Papers carried a big 
splash story about the biggest air- 
ship and Mitchell redinked 150 
copies, which were given to the 
newsboys to carry around, crying 
‘Extra, all about the big dirigiblie.’ 
The copies were not sold, merely 
displayed, and got a lot of in- 
quiries, 








Identified Leads 


Detroit. 
Ray Kalver launched Garbo in 
‘Susan Lenox’ at the Paramount 
with a new identification contest 
that broke the ‘Times’ every day for 
a week and brought out a slew of 
contestants. Paper printed a scene 
still of some Garbo picture daily, 
each with a different leading man. 
Men’s faces were blotted out, and 
the gag was to identify the missing 
maps. A descriptive sentence had 
to be written, to simplify awarding 
of prizes. Prizes were $5 daily and 

ten single tickets. Cheap at $30. 


Dunks Hit Cols. 


Detroit. 

Dunking contest at the Publix 
house here not only broke into the 
news pages, with photos, but horned 
in on the generally hard-to-make 
columnists, every one taking a crack 
at the idea and some encoring. 

Sam Rubin lined up 40 boys in 
front of the theatre, and in groups 
of ten they ran off the prelims. 
With the aid of two pretty host- 
esses, they were supplied with a cup 
of coffee and sponge cake. Had to 
dunk the entire cup, speed and 
neatness to count. Then the four 
winners ran off the finals. With the 
house plastered for ‘Palmy Days,’ 
everyone knew. 


Seattle Goes Native 
Seattle. 

For ‘East of Borneo’ at the Or- 
pheum, Manager Hauck got out a 
jungle lobby that had them gaping. 
Voleano over the marquee was fed 
live steam, redlighted, which was 
realistic in the extreme and brought 
them from far down the street. 
Box office masked in with bamboo 
and jungle foliage, lobby was 
studded with stuffed tigers, leopards 
and live monkeys. 

Put the picture over to pretty 
business. 


October Special 
Ft. Wayne. 

Heaviest fall program ever 
launched here conducted by RKO 
under direction of B. D. Cockrill, 
city manager. Entire month of Oc- 
tober set aside as RKO Picture Har- 
vest, opening with Celebration Week 
for the Paramount theatre on its 
first birthday, and following with 


Merchants’ Week, Family Week, 
and closing with Greater Show 
Week. 

In addition, the first edition 


of ‘Stars,, RKO magazine, made its 
bow at this time. It is a 12-page 
weekly containing all advance bits 
on attractions, and is issued each 
Saturday. 


Inside and Out 


One theatre using the flower show 
to get business stages the show in 
both the outside and inner lobbies. 
Outside display is free and ample 
enough to please the flower lover 
who is drawn by the announcement. 
However, the prize blooms are in 
the inside lobby, and it takes a 
ticket to pass the doorman. 

No kick from those who buy in. 
They get plenty of flowers outside, 
free, 








Hurdy-Gurdy Revival 
Minneapolis. 

Stunt which created much word- 
of-mouth in connection with ‘Side- 
walks of New York,’ at the State, 
was an old-time hurdy-gurdy to 
grind out music on busy loop cor- 
ners. Mounted on a platform, the 
contraption was wheeled about town 
by a typical Italian character. The 
hurdy-gurdy was effectively ban- 
nered with copy. 





Denver Animation 
Denver. 

Manager Shuttee, of the Rialto, 
played an ace in exploitation of a 
mystery picture when he invited a 
number of the law-enforcing officers 
to witness a preview of ‘Guilty 
Hands.’ Their endorsements were 
then used as the basis for a herald. 

Entire front was animated, first 
attempt in Denver, with ghastly 
heads and hands moving up and 
down. Spccial lighting system had 
flood lights for most of the front 
and green lights for the columns. 
Aiter the first day, house had to 
tear out lobby stills. People view- 
ing the stills, which had no mystery 
aspect, appearing to be ads for a 
sophisticated drama. Customers 
would look the stills over and walk 
on. 





Combine Rockne. Shorts 


Hollywood. 

To bolster business with ‘Caught 
Plastered’ at the Pantages, Bill 
Thomas, p.a., got the series of six 
Rockne shorts made by Pathe about 
18 months ago, cut them into one 
three-reeler and plugged the film as 
‘the first time the entire Rockne 
series is shown at once.’ Gave it 
equal billing with the feature. 

Brought in plenty party business 
among high schools. 


‘Palmy’ and Doughnuts 


Los Angeles. 
Around 300,000 printed plugs for 
‘Palmy Days’ were distributed 
through the help of a baking com- 








Jack Proctor, new p.a. for the 
United Artists under Hughes-Frank- 
lin. 

Expenses 
Baking Co. 

Proctor also had a dunking con- 
test in front of the theatre, through 
a tieup with the Los Angeles ‘Rec- 
ord.’ Prize of $25 given to winner. 
Coftee and doughnuts also served 
inside. 


paid by the Weber 


Laugh Slogan Did It 
Sydney. 
When ‘Mother’s Millions’ went 
floppo on first try in Sydney (Aus- 
tralia) Universal got the idea that 
if handled from a different angle 
to first try, picture would make 
good. Organization took over a city 
theatre on chance and, by taking 
out special newspaper displays car- 
rying the message ‘What this city 
wants is a darn good laugh,’ has 
made the attraction a surprise hit. 
All over town is seen this slogan 
in connection with the picture. 
Laugh angle brought the trade with 
the mother idea cut out, 


Song Contest 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Walter Norris, RKO Regent mer., 
fostered a civic song contest, $100 
being one of three prizes, with city 
fathers agreeing to adopt the song 
selected as the official tune of the 
town, 

Some 28 songs were submitted, one 
being played and sung each week at 
the theatre, while a daily paper car- 














pany. Tieups were made through |ried pictures of the song writers, etc. 
BEHIND the KEYS 
San Antonio. Liberty, Beaumont; and Majestic, 
Empire, indie, goes to Dual/ Tyler, back. 


Amusement Co., on 10-year lease. 
Joe Luckett, formerly of Dallas, 
managing director of concern. 
Charlie Moss sticks as house man- 
ager. 





Los Angeles. 
United Artists’ Whittier opens 
Oct. 14 with Lou Golden managing. 
Fox-West Coast operating. 
F-WC also opening the UA Colo- 
rado, Pasadena, Oct. 22. 





Seattle. 
Bob Murray handles Blue Mouse 
as well as the Music Box, both 
Hamrick houses, 





Dave Ferguson shifted by RKO 
from the Coliseum to the Colonial. 
He had been assistant manager at 
the former house. 





Pawling, N. Y. 
Albert McKenna, Poughkeepsie, 
is building a theatre here. Seat 
350, cost $30,000 and ready Dec. 1. 





Easton, Pa. 

Fire which started under the 
stage of the Palace theatre, at 
Flemington, N. J., near here, on 
Sunday (11) damaged the entire 
building and caused a loss esti- 
mated at several thousand dollars. 
The theatre building is owned by 
Abram Rosen and Benjamin Sokol- 
off. No one in theatre at the time. 





Easton, Pa. 
Dr. Elmer J. Dech, Easton, has 
purchased Colonial, Palmerton, Pa., 
near here. 





Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
Palace reopened with second runs 
and westerns. Lawrence Prosser, 
mer. 





Greenville, S. C. 
Publix has disposed of the Egyp- 
tian, its idle house here. With two 
more years on a lease, building has 

been sub-rented as a cigar store. 
Admissions to Carolina and Riv- 
oli, also Publix, scaled down, ef- 
fective his week. Reduction amounts 
to 20%, placing Rivoli in position to 
compete with local 10c indie house. 





Des Moines. 

Ralph Hossle, Malvern, Ia., has 
bought the Strand, Sidney, Ia., from 
Shirley Leavitt. 

Lawrence Prosser now managing 
the Palace, Cedar Rapids. Formerly 
at the Spencer, Rock Island. 

Hale Cavanaugh, from Minneap- 
olis, publicity at the Orpheum here. 





Steubenville, O. 
Thor Hauschild, mgr. Paramount 
theatre, South Bend, Ind., now here 
at recently opened Paramount. Suc- 
ceeds Robert Hicks, who will be as- 








signed a house around New York. 
Dallas. 
Jack Pickens, former -exec with 
Griffith wheel (Oklahoma, building | 


new house in Corpus Christi, Texas. 

Publix reopening five stands in 
smaller Texas keys—Gem, 
wood; Bell, Temple; Queen, Austin; ' 


Brown- | Oct 





Kansas City. 
Harry D. Graham appointed new 
district manager for Universal's 
southwest division, viz., Kansas 
City, Oklahoma City, Dallas, St. 
Louis, and San Antonio, Will ope- 
rate from here. 


Dallas. 
Jack Edwards, manager for RKO 
Hollywood, resigned to go to the 
west coast. A. 8. Watlington for 
the vacancy, with Scott Ward pro- 
moted to Watlington’s mgr. job at 
Little Rock. 





Toledo. 
Purchase of Vita Temple an- 
nounced by Bul Silverman, the pur- 
chaser. Bought the house from 
Rogramil Theatre Corp., Cleveland. 
Change of policy for site, now sec- 
ond run downtowner. 





San Francisco, 
Walter Warner is new manager of 
the Davies, succeeding John Victor. 
Warner is new to show business. 





Los Angeles. 
With the Paramount and United 
Artists turned over to Hughes 
Franklin, Horton Kahn and Leon 
Levy, Publix managers, have not 
been given other assignments, 


Malone, N. Y. 
Day and night shifts being em- 
ployed to rush reconstruction and 
enlarging of the Grand theatre here. 
House will be ready for reopening 
before winter. 


Ogdensburg, N. Y. 
Hippodrome has been sold by Eli 
Rosenbaum, who built it 15 years 
ago, to Julius Frank and Byron A. 
Evans, 


Princeton, II. 
E. E. Alger, owner of local Apollo, 
purchased Hub, Rochelle, built at a 
cost of $150,000 by Rochelle busi- 
ness men. He will reopen the house 
as a film: theatre. 





San Francisco. 

Following changes recorded by 
Film Board of Trade: 

John Phillips opened the Park- 
view; Frank Gosling opened the 
Bayshore. 3oth nabe houses. 

T. & D., Jr., have taken over the 
Strand, Gilroy. 

3en Levin sold the Granada, Mor- 
gan Hill, Calif., to F. Butterworth, 
now operating. 

Frank Garibaldi opened the Col- 
ma, Colma, Calif. 

R. W. Harvey has taken over the 
Exeter, Exeter, Calif. 

T. & D., Jr.’s, State, in Martinez 
temporarily closed. Fire destroyed 
part of loges last week. 








Pitts Notre Dame Fight 
Pittsburgh. 

Some old-fashioned house rivalry 
put in an appearance last week in 
connection with the Stanley's show- 
ing of ‘Spirit of Notre Dame.’ Plug- 
ging the film all over the place, the 
Stanley management probably got 
something of a shock upon seeing 
the advance newspaper ads of the 
rival Penn. 

The Penn went out and got a one 
reeler made by the late Rockne and 
his squad last year, and played the 
thing up almost as big as its feature 
picture, ‘Unholy Garden.’ 

While Stanley ads in the news- 
papers called attention to ‘the Uni- 
versal romance dedicated to Knute 
Rockne,’ the Penn ads read: ‘Added 
special. Famous football plays of 
Notre Dame in actual combat. Hear 
Knute Rockne.’ 


Back to the Cans 

It is pretty certain that the food 
matinees will start in as soon as the 
weather gets cooler, and probably 
they will be intermittent through 
the cold spell. It will be a good plan 
to watch the signs and be ready to 
jump in when the canned goods 
matinee seems about due. The first 
one in any town to start it will nat- 
urally get the most credit, though 
the idea is not at all new. 

It might be a good scheme to work 
the food stores into the deal, get- 
ting them to keep an eye for’good 
buys in canned stuff, which gan be 
put on sale when these campaigns 
are announced, with bargain prices 
tacked on. There always are job 
lots to be picked up which can be 
offered at less than the usual prices 
and return a good profit te the mer- 
chant as well as saving the children 
the difference in cost. 


Razor Blades 


Until recently a number of thea- 
tres have been working with some 
local charity in the collection of tin- 
foil wrappers on candy and tobacco. 
The metal was _ collected from 
patrons and turned over to the so- 
ciety, which sold it for around 15c. 
a pound, 

The widespread introduction of 
cellophane has kinked this idea 
badly. One large drive has been 
shifted to razor blades, which are 
collected and after being re- 
sharpened sold at a price consid- 
erably below that asked for new 
blades. 

Advisability of encouraging chil- 
dren to handle the blades may be 
questioned, but the idea is there 
for those who want to find some 
substitute for the foil. 

Another, if somewhat bulkier 
scheme, is the collection of old 
newspapers and magazines, but this 
involves a heavier handling cost and 
a much smaller return. 


Checker Contests 


Good chiefly for the rural com- 
munities, where they still use the 
checkers side of the board instead 
of the usual backgammon reverse, 
the checker contest is a great stunt 
for an off night, particularly if there 
are other communities, each with 
its local champion to draw from. 

One theatre has a screen which 
permits the audience to watch every 
play. It is ruled in squares, the 
same as the regular board, with six- 
inch spaces. A wire is run across 
the top of each space and a boy is 
provided with 5%-inch compo- 
board cards with two small hooks 
at the top. Cards represent regular 
men and ‘kings.’ Cards are shifted 
from space to space as the moves 
are made by the players, and on 
close contests interest runs high. 
Easy to make, and a winner in the 
back counties. Might be good for 
the city fellows if interest can be 
worked up with inter-club matches, 


Rain Insurance 


An indie manager in a compara- 
tively small town has hit on his 
own private scheme of rain insur- 
ance. He is so placed that he does 
not have to resort to the usual give- 
aways, but it is understood that if 
it rains between six and half past 
seven, door prizes will be hung up. 
He figures that the cost of the 
prizes is less than the probable loss 
of business due to a rainy night. 
This belief is encouraged by the 
number of telephone calls on nights 
when there might be a question as 
to whether it is a rain or a mist, 





If it’s rain, they come down. If 
he says no, then business is apt to 
be light. 
Kids Draw Coin 
Seattle. 
Local kids, members of Parage 


mount dance class, drew good extra 





Salem, Ore. 
Earl Rice, formerly of Milwaukee, | 


appointed city manager here for! 
Warners. Replaces Marty S« hwartz, | 
now manager of Warners Wilshire 
L. A. | 
Pasadena, Cal. 

United Artists Pasadena opens 
22 with Carol Waddell manager. | 


ox-West Coast operating. 


two days last week, Tora 
Olsen crediting them with a real b.o, 
punch. First public appearance of 
school pupils. Not only got the coin 
but boosted dance class 200 meme 
bers. School is free to those who 
ticket for enrollment and for 
each lesson. Two professional 
women dancers are faculty. 

Olsen planning a bigger show 
around Christmas, 


money 


show 
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RUFFTOWN 
COMEDIES 
starring 
JIMMY GLEASON 
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TRAVELING MAN 
COMEDIES 


starring 


LOUIS JOHN BARTELS 






WG Whe ee ee Gee Se GF eee tem fe tee ee 




























6 


MANHATTAN 
COMEDIES 










GAY GIRLS 
COMEDIES 


starring 


JUNE MacCLOY 
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3 Talking Shorts 








EDDIE BUZZEL 

6Check and Rubber Check’ 

Comedy 

9 Mins. 

Academy, New York 
Columbia 

Light but amusing filler based on 
a comedy skit by Harry Sauber, who 
once wrote and produced for vaude 
in New York. For secondary A 
houses will do. No more is to be 
expected than that short should just 
eet by. 

Eddie Buzzel is a mugg in a busi- 
mess that’s going the wrong way, 
with his checks jumping back at 
him in flocks. He and the sec whom 
he expects to marry are panicky 
when the boss gets a proposition 
from one of his creditors, unknown 
to said sec, who offers $10,000 and 
his daughter’s hand to boot. That 
‘hoot’ term, repeated frequently, 
means something, since at the end, 
after the marriage, Buzzel finds the 
father reneging, showing the bene- 
dict the $10,000 check is a rubber 
one. 

‘All you get is the daughter to 
boot,’ chuckles the dad, so Buzzel as 
the negative begins fading gives her 
a healthy kick to the reverse. 

Laughs are spotty, mostly from 
scenes in which the bilked mugg has 
to make love to the oversized girl 
wished on him. Char. 


‘DONNER, BLITZ UND REGEN’ 
(Thunder, Lightning and Rain’) 
10 Mins. 
Educational ° 
Ufa-Cosmopolitan, N. Y. 

Ufa 


An interesting idea here, although 
the actual subject-matter doesn't 
quite get over. Has to do with the 
various weather elements as photo- 
graphed and analyzed in the usual 
Ufa educational series, but a human 
touch is added in this one, with the 
idea of making it more adaptable 
for theatre consumption. 

Starts with several guests coming 
into an apartment to privately view 
a moving picture. Picture was sup- 
posedly made by the host, who pro- 
ceeds. to project and explain. 
Throughout, his lecture is inter- 
rupted by the guests, who clown and 
gag about what they are seeing on 
the screen. 

Trouble is that it’s slightly over- 
done, with the result the actual au- 
thentic value of the subject is lost. 
Toned down and handled more care- 
fully it might be a useful idea for 
changing off from the usual tire- 
s0me lecture. Kauf. 


Zapfenstreich der Reichswer 
(Massed -Retreat of the German 

Guards) 
10 Mins. 
Military Band Music 
Ufa-Cosmopolitan, New York 

Ufa 

Not much entertainment value in 
this one, although as a newsreel 
clip would prove quite interesting. 
Military band plays the retreat 
music, then a prayer and finally the 
German national anthem. That last 
naturally gets over in German 
houses. 

Pretty colorless, because a con- 
btant view of the drummer and 
buglers. Kauf. 


Porzellan 
(Porcelain) 
Educational 
10 Mins. 
Ufa-Cosmopolitan. New York 
Ufa 

Interesting short of the method 
of manufacturing porcelain dishes. 
Done in the usual fashion with a 
lecture in German. Takes a plate 
and a vase from the earliest period 
to completion plus the breaking for 
a laugh finish. 

Photography is good, with one or 
two trick touches to help. Kawuf. 





ROSCOE ATES 

‘The Gland Parade’ 

Comedy 

19 Mins. 

Hippodrome, New York 
Radio Pictures 

Class B shorts material with 
Radio's stuttering Roscoe Ates as a 
window washer who to escape the 
wrath of his femme boss unwitting- 
lv changes places with a mugg 
whose pituitary gland, sold for $300, 
is to be removed. It’s dragged out 
to 19 minutes with all laughs mild 
and most of them quite far apart. 

Ates is supported by FPud Jame- 
son, Eddie Dunn, Monte Collins, 
Catherine Eiayes and others. Last 
mentioned is the big girl who until 
recently was in Broadway musicals 
and vaude. Here she does the tough 
landlord on a chase for the window 
washer. Meanwhile, doctors ready 
to take out another mugeg's gland, 
are chasing him, nearly entire cast 
eventually becoming involved in 
the runaround. 

Not much that is original has 
crept into the material but the di- 
rection of Harold Schwartz is com- 
mendabie. 

Ates’ stuttering digs out the best 
laughs when he doubles as 2 woman 
and in trying to elude his pursuers, 
hops into a beauty parlor chair for 
a permanent. 

Photography and recording up to 
standar i. Char. 


DONALD MEEK CoO. 
Sketch 

9 Mins. 

Warners, N. Y. 


Vitaphone 


Another detective tabloid by S. S. 
Van Dine, who specializes in crime 
stories. Playlet puts a lot over ina 
brief time and holds interest fairly. 
Meek plays the crime specialist 
with a slant of humor that 
does not especially serve the pur- 
pose of such tales. 

Opens with finding a rich man’s 
body by servant. Police and super- 
detective go to work. Suspicion 
points to four characters in turn 
and surprise climax comes when 
Meek proves man had committed 
suicide in such a way as to throw 
suspicion on his wife, of whom he 
was jealous, to the point of mad- 
ness. 

Filler for light comedy feature 
program, Here put into bill with a 
spy story where it didn't belong. 
Feature here had two. separate 
murders and a carnival of battle- 
field killing. Audience would have 
compromised for a tap dancer short. 

Rush. 


MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
‘Spreewald Folk’ 

10 Mins, 

Embassy, New York 


Fox Movietone 


In that part of Germany where 
the Spree River flows, all natives 
must be singers or able to play 
some kind of an instrument if the 
lesson attempted by ‘Spreewald 
Folk’ is accurate. 

There’s so much singing and con- 
siderable of the action is so repeti- 
tious and stagey that the average 
follower of the Carpet may find 
this the most monotonous of the 
series. 

Trying to make a lot out of com- 
paratively little seems to be the 
chief fault with this subject. There's 
too much of a marriage and the 
storks, while interesting, also are 
allowed too much time for promen- 
ading. 

There should have been plenty of 
interesting and unusual material in 
the Spree region. But the way the 
Carpet presents it the same might 
pass for the average musical com- 
edy setting with a trip to West- 
chester threwn in. Waly. 








The Woman’s Angle 








‘Das Lied Vom Leben’ (‘Song of 


Life’) (Tobis). Futuristic impres- 


sions of mating that stress its animal aspects, with a clinical description 


of the preparations for a Caesarian 
able only for femme intelligentzia. 


operation that is strong stuff, suit- 





‘Honor of the Family’ (FN).—A talkative bedroom embroglio denied 


its ambition to be naughty by its cl 
cast unsympathetically, and Warren 


umsy over-emphasis. Bebe Daniels 
Williams’ lack of charm will shat- 


ter its hopes for sizeable femme attendance. 





‘Susan Lenox’ (MGM).—A natural. 


ash combinash of Garbo-Gable 


in a sex appeal picture will draw femmes of all ages. 





‘Un Soir de Rafle’ (Osso).—The rise and then the inevitable fall, on 


account of women, of a French prizefighter. 


even to the French women. 


Old and tiresome story 





‘Heartbreak’ (Fox).—For all its plays for their tears, this lavishly set 
war time story ig too full of artificiality and inconsistency to convince 


enough dames. 


— 


‘The Beloved Bachelor’ (Par). 





Sort of pleasantly acted sentiment that 


woos women audiences into a sympathetic mood and then entertains 


Luem, 
‘Homicide Squad’ (Universal) 
New variation to revive the ladies 


Ol some time ago 


More 2zang-police w 
interest in 


arfare without any | 
tired | 


| 


they ere 


a sutject 








Miniature Reviews 


‘The Song of Life’ (‘Das 
Lieb vom Leben’) (Tobis). 
(German Made). Impossibie 


playing picture for any house. 
Actual subject and dependence 
a vividly suggested Caesarean 
operation. 
at RKO Cameo theatre, 
York, with Tobis having 
own New York house in 
Vanderbilt on 48th =_ street. 
This picture was barred in 
Germany where it was made. 
In the Cameo on the opening 
day (17) a young woman 
fainted in the aisle while try- 
ing to leave the theatre as the 
Caesarean scene was on the 
screen, 

‘Honor of the Family’ (FN). 
Lightweight. Bebe Daniels 
miscast and Warren William 
too literally imitative of other 
film players. 


week 
New 
its 


‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G-M). 
Garbo in a typical Garbo role, 


not unlike ‘Anna _ Christie’ 
Clark Gable in support. Pic- 
ture a natural holdover for 


anywhere. 
mance that 
femmes. 


Story a torrid ro- 
will fascinate the 


‘The Flying Fool’ (B. I). 
British made film with a 
chance for minor house double 
bill spotting. Distinct re- 


minder of the old melodrama- 
tic serials but has action and 
background of commercial 
aviation on the Continent for 
interest. And, as a surprise, 
only 65 minutes. 


‘Un Soir de Rafle’ (Osso). 
Good French programmer 
though not for American au- 
diences. Hackneyed story well 
done. 


‘Das Floetenconcert von 
Sanssouci’ (Ufa). Beautifully 
made German historical film 
dealing with the life of Fred- 
erick the Great. Costly pro- 
duction that is impressing, 
but not likely to do as well in 
America as in Germany. Not 
for American audiences be- 
cause too much language. 


‘Women Go On_ Forever’ 
(Tiffany). Gang picture com- 
ing at tail end of vogue makes 
it very mild programer,. Mar- 
ian Nixon featured fair name 
in some spots. Quality and 
acting so so. 


‘The Beloved Bachelor’ (Par). 
Good picture and well made. 
Provides Paul Lukas with a 
sympathetic role and a worthy 
surrounding cast to make good 
b. 0o.; more especially in the 
small towns. 

‘Homicide Squad’ (U). Pro- 
gramer mobmen meller that 
plays up police and thus lends 
itself to good exploitation as 
gross stimulant. In any event 
not over strong and not for 
bigger first runs. 

‘Frida’s Visor’ (Svensk). 
Swedish talker with music. 
Naive, but better than the 
average output from small 
countries like that. Hard to 
follow without knowledge of 
the language. 

‘Heartbreak’ (Fox). War 
story with one aviation se- 
quence that isn’t enough to 


support frail plect. Charles 
Farrell and Madge Evans, 
leads. 

‘The Love Storm’ (Elstree). 
Totally inept British made 
drama. Slow and poorly played 
with many inconsistences. 


Meaningless for the States. 

‘Convicted’ (Supreme Fea- 
tures). Murder mystery aboard 
an ocean liner. Satisfying en- 
tertainment with a capable 
cast featuring Aileen Pringle 
and Jameson Thomas. Will 
please single feature in aver- 
age neighborhood and lesser 
houses. 








FOOTBALL THRILLS 

‘Nerve Wreckers’ 

10 Mins. 

Roxy, New York 
Columbia 

This chapter of Columbia's foot- 
ball series is devoted to gridiron 
heartbreaks on the one-yard line 
It’s a record of plays that have 
turned the tide in major games, 
generally through a team’s failure 
to score after pushing its way to 
the doorstep. 

There's suspense in the goal line 
plays that isn’t found in the aver- 
age short. Slow motion increases 
the interest as in preceding views 
in the series. 


Roxy used its big screen, which 
is advisabi2 for this type of brief 
wherever possible. Bige 








THE SONG OF LIFE 


(Das Lied Vom Leben’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 
New York, Oct. 17. 


Filmkunst production. Tobis release in 
U. S. Directed by Alexis Granowsky. Pro- 
duction direction, Walter Mering Camera- 
men, Victor Trinkler and Heinrich Belasch. 
On scenario Victor Trivas and Dr. H 
Lechner. Dialog writers not billed but 
likely the scenarists or lyricist, Jacob Gart 
ner. Four songs, vo @ach composed by 
Friedrich Hollander and Hl. Adams Press 
sheet says ‘Produced with the co-operation 
of Scientif Film At RKO-Cameo, New | 
York, week Oct. 17 Runt y me, 0} mins 
Erika ...-. hase »+..+-Margot Ferra 
[gor «...-. oveceecescee A Mog 

A young woman fainted in the 
aisle of the RKO Cameo theatre 
during the second show today 


while she was trying to escape from | 


further watching the German-made 


‘Song of Life,’ a Tobis talker. The 
faint was caused as much if not 


more so through RKO having 
booked this foreign monstrosity for 
the Cameo than its German maker. 

Midway in the picture is a scene 
of a the 
It is made 


Caesarean operation or 


surgical birth of a child. 
realistic sufficiently to at least make 


one young woman faint as she was 


rushing toward the exit of the house 
to avoid the scene on the screen. It 
may make other women reel and 
men avoid it. There is enough of a 
dread physically against an opera- 
tion of any kind over here not to 
have it so vividly suggested in a 
film. 

All of the surgeons, nurses, at- 
tendants, equipment, instruments 
and ether for an operation are al- 
ways in sight. The surgeons go 
through the motions if nothing else. 
A baby is seen meantime, and its 
squeals are heard. While during all 
of this after the ether has been ad- 
ministered to the young mother it is 
permitted to drip over the facial 
mask of white to keep her under 
the influence for this most dreaded 
birth performance. 

This picture was barred by the 
country it was made in, Germany. 
It has never been shown there. 
Whether it was more vivid in its 
clinical portion in the original, or 
whether it has been cut somewhat 
for over here, the fact remains that 
the liberal-minded Germans, cen- 
sorially, kept out of its picture 
houses what RKO booked in on 424 
street. Tobis in trying to salvage 
this picture wherever it may be able 
to outside of Germany, did not at- 
tempt to play it in Tobis’ own the- 
atre, Vanderbilt, on 48th street, New 
York, six blocks from the Cameo, 
but sold it to an apparently willing 
buyer, RKO. 

No valid objection possibly for the 
New York State censoring board. 
There is nothing objectionable in 
content about the talker; it is in the 
suggestion of this very raw and 
open hospital surgery room scene. 

Naturally the picture should never 
play any theatre. Perhaps it may 
get into the German communities 
on this side through the German 
language and songs with German 
lyrcs. But no exhibitor with any 
judgment will exhibit this danger- 
ous picture—dangerous to the taste 
of any class of patrons. 

This cannot be said to be the Ger- 
man idea and way in freak picture 
poke: since Germany has barred 
t. 

The running time is short, 56 
minutes, with the final six minutes 
a dead blank on the screen, through 
a song being sung in an off-screen 
voice. It seems to be the theme 
song of the four sung in all, but 
the entire six minutes may be cut 
out of the picture. At the most, if 
this were to be employed as a curi- 
osity picture, it should not have 
gone beyond two reels. 

Through the picture’s shortness in 
subject matter, the director, Alexis 
Granowsky, found spots to let his 
imagination run riot in symbolic 
styles, and he did. It all acts as 
padding, but is sightly. This with 
the photograhy will hold attention 
and would no doubt have put the 
picture over were it not for the 
Ceasarean operation. 

The Caesarean operation dates 
back to the birth of Julius Caesar. 
The record says Caesar was brought 
into being by this then all-new 
surgical means. It is much better 
told about Caesar than illustrated as 
in ‘The Song of Life,’ with its Ger- 
man title, ‘Das Lied vom Leben.’ 

Main characters are two, bov and 
girl, father and mother of the 
Caesarean babe, but the film doesn’t 
let you know whether they are mar- 
ried. They don’t count otherwise 
either in any manner. The girl ran 
from home and for the river when 
she saw her elderly fiance take false 
teeth from his mouth and place 
them in a glass of water, immedi- 
ately following a joyful engagement 
party. 

At the river’s edge she was 
stopped by a young sailor. There- 
after they ran together through the 
water and the woods, with water 
forever after the destiny seeming}; 
of the girl as Granowsky made it: 
the girl and water symbolic of one 
another. He does it well, this Ger- 
mai director, who does other things 
equally as well in this picture. It’s 
a pity that a director must be given 


credit for anything in connection 
with such a reprehensible subject 
that he consented to direct for com- 


mercial purposes 


Sime, 


——_> 





. 
Honor of the Family 

First National production and release, 
Based on play by Emil Fabre, from story 
by Balzac Directed by Lloyd Bacon. Feae 
tures Bebe Daniels and Warren William, 
At Strand, N. Y., week Oct. lu. Running 
time, 6 mins. 
LMAUFE . ccccccceccoecesss TTT rT Bebe Daniels 
Camt. TRSPGs sc ccvcneeecsas Warren Williams 
Tony Revere..... Wees8enien Alan Mowbray 
DEO. TOWIG. «sow cctdeese cs Blanche Friderici 
POURS DOCU. cc cetatbesces .Prederick Kerr 

Chances are that this picture will 


; not 


survive the bigger programs 
} It may hold up on combo bills, due 
|} to the Bebe Daniels name. Lacks 
} imagination and in attempting to be 
subtle becomes a poorly dialogued 


| su 
effort. 
| 


rale is of a young mistress to an 
iged Budapest resident who is after 
is money Girl balks the family 

| fron terfering with the old fool 
|} until his nephew, a blustering cap- 


tain of the Foreign Legion, arrives 
to upset everything. He slaps the 
girl around, tosses the old man and 
kills the gigolo lover in a duel to 
win everything. 


As Capt. Boris, Warren William 
looks to have been groomed in too 
imitative a fashion of other well 
known actors. Impression doesn't 
help William for the picture. He's 
new to screen prominence. 

Where bedroom sequences were 
meant to be light sophistication 
they unreel as heavy and crude 


May appeal, however, in the cheaper 


houses. 


The reliable Frederick Kerr can't 
save it here and Blanche Friderici 
Shan. 


shows only for a moment, 


SUSAN LENOX 


Metro 





production and release Starring 
Greta Garbo, featuring Clark Gable. Di- 
rected by Robert Z. Leonard. Story by 
Wanda Tuchock, adapted from the novel 
of the same name by. David Graham Phil- 
lips, published around 1915. Dialog by 
Zelda Sears and Leon Gordon. Camera- 
man, William Danels. Running time 74 
mins, At Capitol, New York, Oct. 16. 
Susam LeNOK,. coccccvsvcecss -.-Greta Garbo 
ROGMey wcccsvsvace gevecckccns Clark Gable 
Ohlin 26.0 cesses eseccccceesss-Jean Hersholt 
ErtimeRAM <raodcecccecéceesieos John Miijan 
Mondstrum soccceccecccvccsssces Alan Hale 
Mike Belly. cccdcccseccssocs Hale Hamilton 
AmtTid  deccccccesceses Secobee Hilda Vaughn 
EPOCEOT oo.0 0 66000 04h sede See's s Russell Simpson 
Madame Panoramia...... Cecil Cunningham 
COHOKE LANs ccc cccccccccpece deve Ian heith 
Presence of Greta Garbo and 


Clark Gable, the latter for the mo- 
ment the point and focus of femme 
fan interest, insures prosperity re- 
gardless of the story. Here the play 
is strong material, doubly clinching 
a natural that looks set for hold- 


over and an exceptional box-office 
gross. Production is sure for all 


classes and all territories both be- 
cause of its leads and on merit. 

Not the least of its assets is the 
title, carrying the prestige of a 
novel that was a sensation upon its 
publication about 15 years ago and 
rthe object of revived interest when 
its screening was first announced 
some months since. The picture 
departs widely from the original in 
print, but that does not affect the 
title’s value, 

What Phillips wrote as a pro- 
test against narrow-minded respec- 
tability has evolved in its filming 
into a hot romance based on sex 
antagonisms. The two themes are 
far apart, but there are some super- 
ficial parallels between book and 
picture that somewhat preserve the 
original character. 

In any case the picture provides 
Miss Garbo with a role of a des- 
tiny-hounded woman, not altogether 
uniike her Anna Christie, and adds 
to the Garbo gallery another im- 
pressive portrait. Picture addresses 
itself especially to feminine sym- 
pathy, and it is here that it will 
exert its powerful pull. The story 
itself will satisfy them abundantly, 
with its vivid emotional appeal and 
the unfailing grip of a torrid ro- 
mance that has about it a profound 
quality of sadness. 

The Garbo Susan is a glamorous 
figure, a vital Swedish immigrant 
girl who flees her ignorant, self- 
righteous foster parents in a raging 
storm to take refuge with a pre- 
possessing young engineer. The 
young pair fall in love. Out of the 
curious sex antagonisms that seem 
to be generated by their passion she 
goes her errant way t» become a 
famous courtesan, while he sinks 
from bad to worse to the finality of 
a South Seas beachcomber. Through 
their separate wanderings—and her 
way leads through sprightly scenes 
of gilded luxury and stimulating 
adventures—the old passion tor- 
tures them both. They meet again, 
only to fall again into bitter con- 
flict. 

In the end the woman recognizes 
her inexorable destiny and searches 
the world for the lost lover, finding 
him a degraded sailor in a far off 
port, where by her contriving they 
become linked at length for better 
or for worse. 

Narrative unfolds with a great 
deal of speed and absorbing tension 
The adaptation wanders far from 
the Phillips book, but always to the 
1dvantage of the commercial screen 
product That is to say, the picture 
1 


play is inferior to the book as a 
document, but a vastly more valu- 
ible popular work for its present 
commercial purnose, It also is true 
that much of the best in the novel 


never could ha 


ve been done in pic- 
thieal and other reae 


ture torm tor 
sors 
]i- epotenh 


that Swedish 


(Continued on page 27) 
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Here’s the 


LAUGH 








<= 


sensation 
‘of the year! 


, Oa elle ne se ee ee” le ee ee 


0S tw 


ae ee a 2 


Produced by “ 
FRANK CAPRA | 7 


greatest boxoffice director ze 
in the business... the man | 

who gave you such out: ti 
standing grossers as ta 
“Flight”, “Submarine”, 2 
“Dirigible”, “Miracle Wo- lic 
man” and other great hits 


IT’S THE TALK OF THE ENTIRE INDUSTRY! | : 
The big circuits are bidding themselves 
bow-legged for this. record-wrecker! | tis 


fre 

an 

the 

fa) 

he: 

cal 

Story by Harry E. Chandlee and 

Douglas W. Churchill 

layer by Dorothy Howell 
Adaptation by Jo Swerling 
Dialogue by Robert Riskin 


LORETTA YOUNG.» ROBERT WILLIAMS « JEAN HARLOW | 
Another SMASH HIT FROM COLUMBIA! 

















Wana, 


ww 





Rey 








I  Sagy 


Tuesday, October 20, 1931 


PICTURES 





VARIETY 23. 





Studios’ P.A’s Now Commencing 
To Receive Partial Recognition 
For Tremendous Contact Efforts 





Hollywood, Oct. 19. 


Following list of over 125 names 
of daily, trade and fan paper 
writers on matters cinematic in- 
dicates how thoroughly Hollywood 


is covered by the various journals 
including syndicated news’ services 
and newsreels agencies. Complete 
roster, which varies like the shift- 
ing sands, owing to the many un- 
attached and unstable freelances, 
runs up to 200 writers who look to 
Hollywood for their livelihood and 
who play an important part in the 
relationship of the production side 
of picture production with public 
opinion. 

It is because of this embracing 
public opinion that the producers 
are according more respect and re- 
gard for their public relations’ 
counsels than has heretofore fallen 
to the lot of the p. a. bunch. Lat- 
ter frankly confess having always 
felt that the producers regarded 
them as a sort of necessary evil. 

Sometimes the p. a. was a good 
thing for the studio for vanity rea- 
sons, sometimes in moments of 
stress and emergency the p. a. was 
a practical help in squaring a jam. 
But as a general thing, the p. a. al- 
ways felt the studio acted as if it 
could go on making pictures with- 
out worrying about getting the star 
or the title or any of the credits 
into print. 

Only lately has the coast pub- 
licist really become an important 
factor in public relations. For one 
thing, with the studios restricting 
their welcome and accessibility to 
all newspaper people, the publicity 
head of each studio and his staff 
represent the physical mouthpiece 
for a billion dollar industry. Each 
studio head, on important matters, 
can mould and influence public 
opinion through judicious relation- 
ships with the interrogating and 
inquisitive daily, trade and fan pa- 
per representative. 

It’s for this reason that the p. a. 
is getting the recognition he war- 
rants from within his own organi- 
zation. 

Closer to News 


The studio p. a. isn’t presump- 
tious or pretentious in his impor- 
tance when he likens himself to an 
Ivy Lee on Standard Oil press re- 
lationships; but the heady pub- 
licist expresses himself during the 
periods of friendly interest with 
the desire, if it could be possible, 
to literally sleep in his chief execu- 
tives’ offices. 

He feels he could then pick up 
lots and lots more and become a 
truly beneficial and_ practically 
valuable factor in the moulding of 
public opinion as regards the brand 
and trademark of his company’s 
product. 

This warm access from within 
his own organization is denied him. 
He must be subservient and Xmas- 
tigerish in his nodding acquiescense 
to every half-cocked expression 
from the boss. The p. a.’s can best 
answer how little they know by 
the past six months or so of un- 
favorable publicity which has been 
heaped upon the industry just be- 
cause a cocky group of studio 
heads banded together to sum- 
marily pull in the welcome mat 
from the studio gates. 

With this executive studio slur 
on the importance of retaining pub- 
lic favor with the press, is also 
expressed its own contempt for its 
own news’ dissemination bureau. 
If the studios had any regard for 
the thousands’ of dollars it cost 
them to operate a press dept. week- 
ly, they would think of the impor- 
tance of these press depts. in di- 
rect relationship to the slights on 
the newspapers whom they refused 
to welcome as freely as in the past. 

Now, with industry conditions 
rather disturbed, the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
is going after international popular 
favor through the media of high- 
powered studio publicists with Arch 
Reeve (Par), and Howard Strick- 
ling (MGM), as heads of this press 
exploitation campaign. 

From the following roster of 
newspaper people, with some of the 
addresses included, it is indicated 
in tabulated form the size of the 





local dailies’ staffs, along with the 
trade and fan publications. 


Newspapers 


LOS ANGELES 


‘Examiner’ 

Florence Lawrence, Drama Ed. 

Patterson Greene, Society Ed. 

Jean Loughborough, Society Ed. 

‘Times’ 

Edwin Schallert, Drama Ed, 418 
So. Sycamore. 

Whitney Williams, 
tion, 622 No. Lucerne. 

Grace Kingsley, Dramatic Section, 
428 Solano Ave. 

Myra Nye, Club and_ Society. 

Peggy Hamilton, Fashions. 

Shirley Moorman (Miss Hamil- 
ton’s secretary). 

Alma Whitaker, 1040 Kensington 
Road. 

John Scott, Theatre Ed. 

Muriel Babcock, Writer. 

Phil Scheuer, Writer. 


Drama Sec- 


‘News’ 
Eleanor Barnes, Drama Ed. 
‘Herald’ 


Harrison Carroll, Drama Ed, 
Dick Hunt. 


*Record’ 
Lewellyn Miller, Drama Ed. 

‘Express’ 
Jimmy Starr, Drama Ed. 
Monroe Lathrop. 

HOLLYWOOD 
‘Hollywood News’ 

Edwin Martin, Drama Ed. 

‘Citizen’ 

Elizabeth Yeamans, Drama Ed. 
OUT OF TOWN 
‘Globe’ and ‘Ladies’ 
Journal’ 
Mayme Ober Peake, 1215 Lodi PI. 
Chicago ‘Tribune’ 

Geo. Shaffer, Times Bldg. 
New York ‘News’ 
Fiorabel Muir, 2258 La Granada 
Drive. 


Boston Home 


New York ‘Telegraph’ 
New York ‘Mirror’ 
George Lait, L. A. ‘Examiner.’ 
English Papers 
Donovan Pedelty, 7108 Franklin. 


WIRE SERVICES 
United Press 
George Beale. 
Ronald Wagner, 
News.’ 
No. Amer. Newspaper Alliance 
Mollie Merrick, 6614 Cahuenga 
Terrace, 


L. A. ‘Daily 


Associated Press 


Hubbard Keavy, 6227 Fountain. 
Robbin Coons, 716 No. Irving. 


Pacific Coast Service (Hearst) 
Wm. Parker, ‘The Herald.’ 
Lyle Abbott, L. A. Bureau P. C. 
U. S. 
Newspaper Enterprise Ass’n. (NEA) 
Dan Thomas, ‘The Record.’ 
Universal Service 


Louella O. Parsons. 
Jerry Hoffman. 
Marquis Busby. 
Julia Williams. 


Int. News Reel 
Examiner Bldg. 
Fox and Hearst Metrotone 
Joe Hubbell. 
Howard DeCourcy. 
1. N.S. 


Wallace X. Rawyes, Bureau Mgr.. 
Herald Bldg. 

Frederic A. Chase. 

J. Fred Benton. 


Acme Photo Service (Formerly PA) 

George Watson, Times Bldg. 
Consolidated Press 

Jessie Henderson, 1756 Tamarind. 
Block Publications 

Fileen Percy. 

Philadelphia Ledger Syndicate 

Alice Tildesley, 6356 La Mirada. 
Western Syndicate 


Jack and Dorothy Wooldridge 
Castle Argyle Apts. 


Capper Publications 
Mrs. Bernice Chandler. 
TRADE PAPERS 
‘Variety’ (Weekly) 
6282 Hollywood Blvd 
‘Motion Picture Herald’ 
(Weekly) 
Martin Quigley, Pres., 1790 B’way, 
N. ZZ. 
‘Filmograph’ (Weekly) 
Harry Burns, 6435 Hlyd Bivd. 
‘Film Spectator’ (Monthly) 
6362 Hollywood Blvd 
Welford Beaton. 
Robert Sherwood. 
Mr. boxer. 


‘Film Mercury’ 
7556 Melrose Ave (Folded) 

Tamar Lane, 
Anabel Lane. 
Howard Hall, 
E. D. McCray. 

‘Hollywood Reporter’ 

(Daily) 

1606 N. Highland Ava es 
W. R. Wilkerson, 
Leslie Mason. 








Walter Greene. 
Mr. Roach. 
Win. Ulman., 
‘The Extra’ 
6282 Holly’d Blvd 
‘Film Daily’ 
6425 Holly’d Blvd 
Ralph Wilk. 
‘Screen World’ 
(Weekly) 
6713 Sunset Blvd. 
Harry Modisette, 
Louis Jacobino. 
‘Cinefonia’ 
Folded. 
‘Sound Waves’ 
Not published lately—indef. 

‘Exhibitors Daily Review’ 

Folded. 
‘Theatre Management’ 
Joe Blair, 8161 Clinton Ave. 
‘Inside Facts’ 
Folded. 

‘Hollywood Herald’ (Daily) 
Leo Meehan, 6305 Yucca, 
Florabel Muir. 

Bill Crouch. 
Tommy Loughan. 
* James Tynan, 

Danny Morrison. 

FAN MAGAZINES 
‘Movie Romances’ 

Eugene Chrisman, P. .O. Box 117, 
Hollywood. 

‘Silver Screen’ 

Jimmy Starr. 

‘Photoplay’ 

Maude Latham, 1208 Taft Bidg. 

Ruth Biery. 

Hubert Voight. 

‘Motion Picture Publications’ 

1509 No. Vine St. 

Dorothy Donnell 

Gladys Hall. 

Dorothy Manners. 

Mark Dowling. 

Charleston Gray, 

Helen Walker. 

Dorothy Spenseley. 


‘Screenland’ 
Alma Whitaker, 1040 Kensing- 
ton Rd. 
‘Screen Play’ (Secrets) 


‘Hollywood Magazine’ 

‘Screen Book Magazine’ 

305 Baine Studio Bldg. 
Marcella Burke, 
Jerome Strauss, 
Grace Mack. 
Joe Smith. 

‘Cinelandia’ 

Vernon Johnston, 
Juan Moreno, 

‘New Movie Magazine’ 
Ivan St. Johns. 

‘Free Lancing’ 


Bob Moak, Aloha Aprts., 6731 Le- 
land Way. 


‘Picture Play’ 
Edwin and Elsa Schallert. 
Dick Moore, 
Wm. McKegg. 
Madeline Glass. 
Margaret Reid. 


‘Dance Magazine’ 
Gladys Hall, 1807 Benedict Can- 


yon, 
‘Modern Screen’ 
Walter Ramsay, 6404 Sunset Blvd. 
‘Movie Mirror’ 
No. Coast rep. 


FREE LANCE WRITERS 

Rosalind Shaffer, 1958 Glencoe 
Way, HE-8226. 

Alice and Ruth Tildesley, 6356 La 
Mirada, GL-3346. 

Myrtle Gebhardt, 6775 Selma 
Ave., HO-7229. 

Margaret Reid, 1243 N. Fairfax 
Ave., GR-4491, 

Elsa Schallert, 418 No, Sycamore, 
WH-4566. 

Helen Louise Walker, 1844 N. 
New Hampshire, MO-13520. 

Dorothy Spensley, 1830 N. Whit- 
ley Ave., HE-8521, 

Dorothy Wooldridge, Castle Ar- 
gyle Apts., HO-2143., 

Jack Grant, 5653 Morgan Hill Dr., 
HO-1582. ; 

Doris Denbo, 8331 Lookout Mt. 
td., HE-9364, Laurel Canyon. 
‘ Dorothy Matzen, 6624 Carlton 
Vay. 

Col. S. F. Jacobs, Warner Th. 
Bldg., HO-7950. 

Dorothy Cartwright, Gardner Ho- 
tel Apts., 5165 Fountain, TR-3214. 

Lillian Shirley, 1746 Garfield, GR- 
3789. 

Dorothy Yost, 601 19th St. Sta. 
Mon., S. M.-22394. 

Hale Horton, 508 South Hobart, 
WA-1784. 

Potter Brayton, 1348% N. For- 
mosa, HE-3488. 

Sarah Hamilton, 1607 Gardner, 
GR-7141,. 

Helen Ludlam, 1306% No. Vista, 
GR-1285. 

Franc 421% Spaulding, 
W Y-2873. 

Rosalind Shepherd, 1551% No. 
Bronson, GR-0057. 


Harry and Ivy Wilson, 1990 Hill- 
crest Rd., GR-189L 


Dillon, 








Tragedy 
| 
Hollywood, Oct. 19 
A shoestring producer, with 


a picture in work four days, 
was stopped by an actor while 
} on his way to the set. 

‘Don’t bother me now,’ yelled 
the producer, ‘We're and 
a half hours over schedule.’ 


three 











Amusements Stocks 





(Continued from page 10) 


a share or thereabouts. Nothing 
either way has been said officially, 
but the Street looks for the extra 
payment, 

It goes without saying that a good 
performance of Loew would help its 
associated issues marketwise in any 
upswing that came out of general 
improvement in ticker prices. Mean- 
while Loew seems to be gradually 
absorbing stock being offered around 
38, which for the moment appears 
to stand as a barrier to its breaking 
through that level. Speculative ob- 
servers regard its critical point on 
the downside around 34. 

Warner Bros. continued its up- 
ward course almost without inter- 
ruption climbing close to 8, with 
stories repeated of heavy scale buy- 
ing on the way up based on better 
earnings since the start of the new 
season and the reported gradual 
solution of the company’s financial 
problems, 

Paramount put on a good per- 
formance, with speculators among 
showmen displaying new interest 
in the issue around and below 13. 
Top for the week was 14, where 
for the preent there seems to be a 
good deal of stock for sale. Situa- 
tion here is complicated by the com- 
pany’s obligation in stock repur- 
chase far above the ruling market, 
the amount involving the impres- 
sive sum of $11,000,000. 

RKO appears to have dropped 
back to a subordinate role in the 
market drama, although it has main- 
tained its recovery from below 7 
to better than 8. Its test probably 
will come when and if it gets toa 
level where there is a chance of 
profit from selling it short. Mean- 
while its long holders appear to be 
definitely locked in, bulk of theatre 
trade holders being in at levels 
above 20. Shubert has eased out 
of the picture almost altogether, 
transactions being at a minimum, 
both as to quantity of stock chang- 
ing hands and the quotable price. 

The theatre bonds did not act as 
well as the stock, although the 
smallness of dealings in most of the 
bond section rather discounted the 
importance of this movement. Spec- 
ulative interest in the loans is mild 
compared with the common stocks, 
and it is possible that the companies 
themselves are not anxious to push 
up prices. Such support as does 
come in apparently originates in 
leisurely investment buying look- 
ing for bargains. 

Last week three bonds were up 
an aggregate of 5% and four were 
down a total of 13. Heaviest losses 
appeared in the newer Paramount 
5% which slid back 6% net to 62%, 
while the oider 6’s lost 5 net, deal- 
ings totalling $43,000 and $18,000 re- 
spectively. Meaning of these violent 
gyrations is not plain, unless it be 
on the surface assumption that in- 
vestment under present conditions, 
is rather less than luke warm, and 
urgent realizing for cash finds only 
a buyers’ market. The Loew loans 
were up 1%, while the Shubert 
bonds, a hit or miss speculation at 














Animal and Ship Footage Biz Passe 
As Studios Build Own Stock Shelves 


+ 


Oct. 19. 
libraries 
have about thrown up the sponge. 


Hollywood. 
Independent stock shot 
Every major studio except Warner 
Brothers has its own newsreel de- 


partment which can supply the 
studio with a clip of anything 
wanted. 

Formerly studio depended on the 


indie libraries to supply footage of 
scenes that could not be had around 
Hollywood. Libraries were unload- 
ing spots for independent camera- 
men throughout the country. 
When talkers came, most of the 
indie cameramen went out of busi- 


ness. Cost of sound equipment was 
their finish. Cameramen found, 
too, that their camera equipment 


had to be changed to accommo- 
date sound. Most of them ope- 
rated box type cameras which were 
not adaptable. 

$1 Per Foot 


At the best, few cameramen re- 
ceived over $1 per foot for their 
stuff when it reached Hollywood. 
Libraries usually kept the negative, 
selling duplicates. Some negatives 
earned their cost a hundred times 
over. 

Wild animal stuff was always the 
hot seller. Libraries usually had 
lots of stuff on hand from defunct 
hunting expeditions. Paul Rainey 
and Carl Akeley contributed nearly 
100,000 feet of animal film to the 
libraries. 

Next in popularity were marine 
scenes. Independent producers of 
Westerns were usually good library 
customers. A stock shot of a hun- 
dred covered wagons, with the pro- 
ducer’s one wagon spliced in, was 
a major budget cut for the indie. 
If working on a short b. r., the pro- 
ducer usually bought all his chases 
and cattle scenes from the stock 
man. Ten thousand head of cattle 
on celluloid for $50 was a good 
buy in any language. 


5 Takes Eight Years 


Studios now have built up their 
own stock shot departments. It 
was no quick matter. One of the 
major studios has needed eight 
years in gathering enough world- 
wide scenes to make an impression 
on the shelves. But they have 
licked the indie libraries. 

Only customers now are the in- 
die producers, who, due to the cost 
of talker production, are shooting 
scripts where the action is confined 
to a hallway and a bedroom. If 
they have an exterior it’s an Amer- 
ican street corner. 





this juncture, jumped nearly 4 
points on negligible dealings. 

Among stocks the returns were 
deceptive as to aggregate figures. 
Sixteen issues were down a total of 
17 points and five were up 7%. How- 
ever, the active common stocks fin- 
ished the week almost unchanged, 
while the wide fluctuations were all 
in the inactive seniors, or in shares 
but distantly related to the amuse- 
ment proper. Out of the 17 points 
lost, Eastman Kodak accounts for 
nearly 5 and the old Keith preferred 
for another 5. Loew preferred was 
down 2 and Orpheum senior stock 
was off nearly 2, all these except 
Kodak on trifling dealings. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Oct. 17: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
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RAOUL WALSH'S 


The 





ICKET 


ELISSA LANDI 
LIONEL BARRYMORE 
LAURENCE OLIVIER 


Michael Morton's dramatic sensation. 


YOU'VE GOT TO RECKON WITH FOX: 
FOR PROFIT THIS YEAR 


The studio that has given you most of the big 
money makers of the season...’Bad Girl,” 
“Merely Mary Ann,” “Young As You Feel,” 
“Transatlantic”... now gives you “The Yellow 
Ticket,” packing terrific emotional wallop, 
loaded with box office. 


After you play this one you 
will yell for more like it... 
and they’re coming from Fox! 
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helpless ... 
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the victim of 

her own beauty 
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Picture Stories Now Copy Dailies 





For Fresh Plots and Treatments 








Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Hollywood admitting the dearth 
of ideas for stories, studios are try- 
ing a number of schemes for new 
material. Days when picture mate- 
rial rolled in from the stage and 
book field are past. 

Principal departure from the or- 
dinary is the attention being paid 
newspapers for ideas. Culling the 
daily news for realism is now a 
daily stint at all studios. The re- 
cent Warner successes, which for 
the most part have been the trans- 
ferring front page yarns into cel- 
luloid, is mainly back of the hunch. 

Paramount's Dept. 

Paramount is now leading in this 
field with the introduction of a de- 
partment, headed by Frederick 
Rath, ex-newspaperman and play- 
wright, whose eight hours a day at 
the studio are filled with close 
perusal of papers from all parts 
of the world. He looks for twists 
in the news, human interest tales 
and unusual incidents which can be 
blown up into stories or used as in- 
cidental to some other story. 


News Files 


Such material is filed for ref- 
erence or is turned over to a com- 
mittee of so-called idea writers, to 
be worked on as a possibility be- 
fore going to more writers for full 
treatment. 

Rath’s work is also to watch the 
pape:’s trends in news treatment 
and report thereon. Theory is that 
picture stories so treated go out to 
audiences already prepared. 

Other studios have also gone for 
these ‘idea’ departments. These 
divisions are mostly filled by novi- 
tiate writers who are expected to 
have fresh ideas but who have not 
had the experience to produce a full 
and rounded film story on their own. 


Mich. Indie Insurgents 
Laid Down at Meeting, 
But May Not Pay Dues 


Detroit, Oct. 19. 

H. M. Richey successfully 
weathered any contemplated at- 
tacks at the annual Allied State 
(Michigan) Convention in Mt. Clem- 
ens. Whatever opposition was in 
the offing faded when the time 
came to speak or shut up. 

Two weeks before the convention 
a letter was sent out by an off-shoot 
group of disgruntled Allied exhibs 
who have formed the Detroit Exhib- 
itors Club with.56 members. They de- 
manded that certain reforms be in- 
stituted in the Allied policies as 
dictated by its gen. mgr., Richey. 
It was also stated that unless the 
reforms were installed the group of 
dissatisfied exhibs would resign 
from Allied. 

At the convention when the de- 
mands were expected to be made 
on the floor of the convention there 
was no attempt made to bring them 
up. The convention’ re-elected 
Richey for another year. 

At the present writing there have 
been no resignations from the Al- 
lied memberships. It is understood 
that the insurgent group will just 
stop paying dues, inviting Allied to 
expel them. 


$3,000 Sock 


Des Moines, la., Oct. 19. 

Judgment for $3,000 damages from 
the Des Moines Theatre Co. (Publix) 
and Ted Emerson, former Palace 
manager, awarded in district court 
to Paxton Owen, 15. 

Owen alleged he was assaulted 
unjustly by Emerson March 4, 1930, 
while attending the Palace. Ac- 
cording to Owen, he had stepped into 
an exit during a change of pictures, 
and upon returning Emerson struck 
him over the head with a blackjack. 
Emerson asserted he struck Owen in 
self defense, 














INJUNCTION ON UNIONS 


Indie Mgrs Want Picketing Stopped 
Before Their Houses 





Springfield, Ill., Oct. 19. 

Gus and Louis Keresotas, opera- 
tors of the Senate and Strand thea- 
tres, and Leo Burnstine, owner of 
the Capitol have secured injunction 
against four theatrical union offi- 
cials and members as result of con- 
troversy between the unions and 
theatres during the past six weeks. 

Unions are restrained from pick- 
eting the theatres or otherwise dis- 
turbing the operation of the houses. 
Charges that union men have re- 
sorted to vielence were made in the 
bill. An explosion at the Capitol, 
another attempt to wreck it with a 
bomb, causing $1,000 damage, the 
beating of an employe and placing 
stench bombs in the theatres are 
alleged in the bill. 

Employment of an all-around 
maintenance man is crux of the 
owners-union difficulties. Burnstine 
refused to contract for two shifts 
of two men each, alleging that one 
operator was. sufficient for his 
house. 


Stagehands Out 
For All-Film Sites, 
Says Mass. Court 


Fall River, Mass., Oct. 19. 
Court decision has been handed 


down here by Judge Hammond, 
Superior Court, negatively answer- 
ing the demand of local stagehands’ 
and projectionists’ unions that one 
stagehand be employed in film the- 
atres having a stage even where 
nothing but films are shown. 

Court found that in the case of 
the local Capitol theatre the man- 
agement is justified in refusing to 
employ a stagehand, at $50 a week, 
and that as the theatre is used ex- 
clusively for pictures it does not 
need to employ stagehands. The 
decision said that the purpose of 
the unions’ recent advertising to 
damage the theatre’s business by 
influencing the public not to attend, 
because a stagehand was not em- 
ployed, was unlawful. Also the 
Court, in granting an injunction 
against the unions, enjcins them 
from doing anything or publishing 
anything to keep the public from 
the Capitol. 


TEXAS INDIES ARE ALL 
RILED UP ONCE MORE 


Dallas, Oct. 19. 

Question of trade restraint is tak- 
ing on aspects of another indie war 
in Texas, made especially keen by 
the recent decision in the Momand 
case in Oklahoma, 

Heading the anti-chain group is 
L. M. Threet, operating Texan at 
Lufkin. Threet started the fireworks 
by closing his house with a placard, 
‘Can’t Get Pictures.’ 

Action followed mecting of east 
Texas indies at Henderson to prompt 











ia state investigation of alleged trust 
| activities in film booking. 


Attack is 
mostly aimed at East Texas Thea- 
tres, Inc., ace indie circuit of state. 
E-T has monopolized this section for 
several years, and small towners 
claim the monop includes the pick 
of pictures, too. Dispute due for 
court, probably next month. 

With one of the worst years in 
Texas indie history in the back- 
ground, Texas Allied is holding the 
annual two-day parley here today 
(Monday) and tomorrow. 

tight now Allied is mainly inter- 
ested in copyright and arbitration. 
Besides bad biz, Will Horwitz is 
still listed as prexy, although an- 
nounced earlier in year that he was 
out, following the censorship fizzle. 


r 


CHISEL FROM CHISELERS 





CHEATING EXHIB. | 
crTS EXAMPLE 


Employes of Theatre Own- 
ers Who Dishonestly Re- 
port on Percentage State- 
ments Themselves Steal 
from Employer — Called 
Retribution 





UNDERSELLING, TOO 


It will take only a few years be- 


fore every exhibitor in the United 
States, as well as probably the en- 
tire world, faces the stark realiza- 
tion that continuance of falsified 
reports on percentage engagements 
of pictures is acting as a boom- 
erang. The cruel side held by dis- 
tributors and others as certain to 
come, is that not only will unabated 
thievery of the distrib’s share strike 
at the dishonest exhib, but in an in- 
direct way have its effect on the 
theatre operator who does not steal. 


A mass of evidence, much of it 
in the hands of the distributors and 
the Copyright Protective Bureau, 
purports to support the theory that 
holdouts on percentage means dis- 
honest exhibitors are slowly but 
surely tightening the rope around 
their own necks, 

Exhaustive surveys, coupled with 
information from house managers 
and others, reveals a growing ten- 
dency among the employees of 
thieving exhibitors to themselves 
pocket gravy by turning around to 
fleece the exhibitor. 

One manager, recently fired for 
economic reasons, disclosed in New 
York distributor circles for the rec- 
ord that he recently stole $6,000. On 
the record also is the case of a 
Pittsburgh exhibitor who caught 
four employees who in four weeks 
had embezzled $4,000 from him. 

Distributor faction knows that 
hundreds of exhibs are being 
fleeced by their employees, but like 
the employers find it difficult to 
cope with the situation. 


Depend on Others 


Where an exhib owns more than 
one house the psychology of the 
gypping is simple, Unable to run 
all his houses himself, the owner 
has a house manager in others, if 
personally operating one himself, If 
he wants to falsify gross returns 
he has to let someone else in on 
it, ordinarily the house manager. 

When a strong picture comes 
along, they have a phoney report 
made for calculation of the percen- 
tage, owner pocketing chunk he 
fails to account for. Sometimes the 
checker is present at the house and 
is also in on the fleecing. 

Like other businesses the head of 
the organization sets the example. 
If the exhib learns of the stealing 
by his employee, he may threaten 
a bounce. Manager, doorman or 
whoever is involved then holds the 
whip by which he could reveal to 
distribs how much was stolen by 
his boss. 


From the Honest 


amounts are stolen from 
theatres owned by honest exhib- 
itors as well. What is discovered 
by those exhibs, the distribs or by 
the dishonést theatre owners who 
find their stealing has brought 
about embezzlement by their own 
employees, is declared to probably 
be nothing compared to the money 
taken without detection, 

There are many reasons other 
than employee defalcations that 
distributors bclieve eventually will 
lead unscrupulous exhibitors face 
to face with the fact that the 
amounts they take from distribut- 
ors are being stolen at high costs. 

Within the past year or so there 
has been an increasing number of 
‘conscience’ cases where exhibs 
have broken down and confessed to 
distribs of falsified reperts, return- 
ing to distribs amounts held out. 


Untold 








A Fair Reason 


Des Moines, Oct. 19. 
Just as the Tama theatre, 
Tama, Ia., was due to open last 
week, thieves copped two loud 
speakers and part of the sound 
equipment. 
No show. 


‘Costless Selling’ 
Retained by Publix, 
Other Chains, Too 


First adopted by Publix to offset 
chopped budgets and restrain local 
managers from spending money not 
absolutely essential, the Publix- 
dubbed ‘costless selling’ is spread- 
ing to other circuits. The costless 
policy has fully engulfed the entire 


Publix string, managers weekly 
reporting moves as boxoffice stim- 
ulants which they believed has 
aided business. 

To correct any impression that 
costless selling was an emergency 
measure for the summer only, the 
field has been advised by Publix 
to continue activities over the fall 
and winter. Managers are being 
urged to make a concerted effort to 
get all they can in the way of local 
tie-ups, etc., at no cost to the the- 
atre, 

Along with the new order warn- 
ing is given of absolute necessity to 
stick to limited budgets. 




















St. Louis Hearings 


St. Louis, Oct. 19. 


Hearings have been resumed on 
the receivership suit against 
Skouras Brothers Enterprises, Inc., 
operator of the Ambassador, Mis- 
sourl and Grand Central theatres. 
The suit is backed by Harry Koplar, 
former associate of the Skourases, 
who also was one of the instigators 
of a similar suit against the St. 
Louis Amusement Co., subsidiary of 
Skouras Brothers Enterprises. 

The latter suit has been heard 
and wili be argued by counsel soon. 








2d Run for F-WC’s Col 
At 35c Top in Seattle 


Seattle, Oct. 19. 
New policy set for the Coliseum 
(Fox), only remaining house Fox 
West Coast purchased from Jen- 

sen-von Herberg open in Seattle. 
Coliseum’s present first run split 
week policy will give way to 2d 
runs in a few days. ‘Common Law’ 
is to open, on a 90-day release rule. 

Admission top continues at 35c. 





Berk. Quits Argosy 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

J. Samuel Berkowitz has bowed 
out of Argosy Prods. and will go 
into distribution as a states’ righter 
in California. 

Joe Wolf continues the indie pro- 
ducing Argosy Co. and is en route 
east with the first production, ‘Tex 
Takes a Holiday,’ a western in 
Multicolor with Virginia Browne 
Faire and Wallace MacDonald. 





in in many instances from exhibs 
who are finding something has gone 
wrong with their business and may 
be charging it to retribution. 
Another sidelight of percentage 
thievery is the natural tendency 
of dishonest exhibs, planning to cut 
down the distrib’s rightful share, 
in holding down on their advertis- 
ing, campaigns, etc. Since they are 
dishonestly doing under-cover work 
in their relations with distribs 
their entire business suffers from 
under-cover and under-selling op- 





This consclence money is coming 


eration. 


Playing Time Now Up to the Film Itself, 
Indies Buys as Distribs’ Headache 


Playing time this year is largely 
up to the pictures themselves after 
they have received some circulation 
Or are actually in an exhibitor’s 
theatre. The independents, for the 
first time, are buying on a basis 


that squarely places playdating up 
to the film itself if the distributor 


will sell that way. And distribs, in 


a corner, are accepting such deals. 
So far in distribution quarters, in- 
cluding New York exchanges, ex- 


hibitors are out to buy ‘selections,’ 
refusing to tie up for any given 
numbers of days, Distrib salesmen 
over the country are finding this 
new twist in independent operation 
one of many new and vexing prob- 
lems brought about by economic 
pressure, failure of product, and 
contributing local conditions. 
Two-Day Buying 

The exhib this year fears difficul- 
ties in making adjustments or can- 
cellations if contracting to the hilt. 
Where an exhib, for example, has 
been in the habit of changing every 
three days he now buys for two 
days, leaving the third day as a 
loophole in case the picture war- 
rants extension. These accounts are 
seemingly of the opinion they never 
will have trouble in arranging with 
the exchange for the extension. If 
the picture is on percentage, the ex- 
hib will invariably judge its possi- 
bilities on the first day, then imme- 
diately apply for the additional 
playing time. 

In view of protection between first 
and subsequent runs, either in one 
situation or in others if protection 
takes several in, the exchanges can- 
not very well turn down requests for 
added playing time unless it comes 
at the very end of the contracted 
run and prints have to be moved. 

As a result of the cautious buy- 
ing the ‘cats and dogs’ are going to 
return lower rentals to distributors 
through keeping the playing time 
down. 


Texas Sees Prospects 
Of Another Indie Chain 


Dallas, Oct. 19. 

Prospects of a new major indie 
circuit in Texas looms, following 
announcement that W, G Under- 
wood controls the Empire at San 
Antonio. It’s a partnership affair 
wiin Joe Luckett, Warners’ ramrod 
for this territory. 

Fact that Hal Robb recently quit 
as a divisional chief for Hughes- 
Franklin, and that D. Bernbaum 
held out when H-F absorbed the 
Robb-Rowley indie loop, may mean 
something. Belief is that Under- 
wood, Robb and Bernbaum will at- 
tempt another chain similar to R-R. 











Wis. Indies Muster 100 


Milwaukee, Oct. 19. 
Allied Independent Theatre Owners 
of Wisconsin held their first annual 
convention here, Withdrew last year 
from Theatre Owners of Wisconsin 
protesting against chain theatres 
and their practices. 
More than 100 attended. Frank 
McWilliams of Madison, president. 





‘PARAMOUNT’ INJUNCTION 


Lowell, Mass., Oct. 19. 
Temporary injunction has bees 
granted against Fred E. Lieverman 
and Norman C. Glassman and Opera 
House, Inc., all of Lowell, restrain- 


ing them from using the name 
‘Paramount’ for a theatre. 
Petition was brought by Para- 


mount Publix, owner of three thea- 
tres here. There will be a hearing. 





Sundays Ruled Out 
Dallas, Oct. 19. 
After operating Sundays for sev- 
eral months, Hughes-Franklin is 
banned in Ennis, Tex. 
City dads decided the churches 





were getting the worst of it. 
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ALICE WHITE, AILEEN PRINGLE 
and HALE:HAMILTON in 


“MURDER AT MIDNIGHT” 


SMASHED WEEK-END RECORD at 
B. S. MOSS BROADWAY, N. Y.! 


RESULT - - - - - HELD OVER! 


“4. «holds its suspense to the last reel.’’ —N. Y. GRAPHIC 
4“... Even Broadway's ushers were mystified.”” —N. Y. AMERICAN 


“ ..+«speed, suspense and more than a little excitement.” 
—N.Y. HERALD TRIBUNE 


* ... begins with a surprise and also ends with one.’’”—N. Y. TIMES 
4... thrilis and chills...make fine mystery film.’’“—N.Y.JOURNAL 


tend 
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“LEFTOVER LADIES 


with CLAUDIA DELL, WALTER BYRON and MAR JORIE RAMBEAU 
Directed by Erle C. Kenton ... Produced by Som Bischoff 


“... well worth the dough any exhibitor is likely to 
be asked for it.’ — HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 


“*,..the audience will be thrilled.” —L. A. EXPRESS 


“...final fade-out was a signal for sincere applause.” 
— HOLLYWOOD HERALD 


EYES ON FE FFANY PICTURES 


“WOMEN GO ON FOREVER” 


CLARA KIMBALL YOUNG in her triumphant return to the screen 
A JAMES CRUZE PRODUCTION 
Directed by Walter Lang... Produced by Samuel Zierler 


‘“Clara’s acting is superb ... the picture provides good 
‘entertainment.’ —L. A. EXPRESS 


“Kept the audience gasping for breath.’” —L. A. EXAMINER 


“Audience ate up ‘Women Go On Forever’ with a hearty 
gusto.’ HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 


No TLPPEAN Y PTC TURES 


I PFAMY, . 


Distributed by Sono Art-World Wide 





PLAYING 
BROADWAY, 
NEW YORK 











“RACE TRACK” with LEO CARRILLO 


perk The star of the phenomenally successful “Hell Bound’ duplicates 
yond” his drawing power in this colorful story of the sport of kings! 


A JAMES CRUZE PRODUCTION 
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SUSAN LENOX 


(Continued from page 21) 


gtar has created another fascinating 
character for her admirers. Her 
Susan, movieized though it be, fas- 
tens itself on the interest and imag- 
ination. Once more she achieves an 
acting effect by means that baffle 
while they provoke interest. Team- 
ing with the great Garbo, of course, 
marks the peak of Gable’s vogue. 
This arrival from the gangland film 
cycle has some quality that sets 
him apart from the rest of the lead- 
ing.-men, an illusive individuality 
that is his peculiar own. The sug- 
gestion from a woman fan that it 
may be a suggestion of cruelty that 
made him stand out from the gang- 
land crew that gives him a certain 
piquancy to the flaps. Anyhow, he 
appears to excellent purpose here, 
playing with agreeable’ urbanity 
and giving a _ performance that 
blends effectively into the whole 
atmosphere. 

The technical production is the 
acme of class, achieving just the 
right note for many different pur- 
poses. There is a swank apartment 
intime occupied by the glamorous 
Susan under the sponsorship of one 
episodic rich provider that is ex- 
actly the proper exaggeration of 
ritz for the end in' view. There is 
a lakeside setting that puts a fasci- 
nating touch to an earlier incident 
of voung romance, and there is a 
whale of a sequence picturing the 
heroine's escape from her pursuing 
persecutors, madly driving a team 
ef white horses along a dizzy moun- 
tain road. Rush. 


THE FLYING FOOL 


(BRITISH MADE) 


British Internatioral production and 
Wardour release. Directed by Walter 
Summers. Scenarlo, J. W. Stokvis. Cast: 
Ursula Jeans, Benita Hume, Henry Ken- 
dall and others. Cameraman, C. Friese- 
Greene. At Warners’, N. as half of 
double feature program week Oct. 16. 
Running time, 65 mins. 


Comedy-drama of the serial type 
which, for a British picture, is sur- 
prising for its plausible running 
time. Sufficient action to make it 
a reasonable half of dual bills for 
the States. 

Story has some inconsistencies 
and is decidedly old fashioned but 
it provides an insight on commercial 
aviation as handled abroad and 
demands interest through this 
phase. Following trap door cap- 
tures and Paris sewer escapes, it 
winds up in an aeroplane-auto 
chase with the aviation hero run- 
ning the villain’s car off a cliff. 
After which the girl, instrumental 
in freeing the juvenile, flashes her 
secret service badge as weil. 

Picture is further testimony that 
British. studios are still short on 
women, although the heroine here 


indicates appearance possibilities 
despite limited opportunities to 
dress up. It’s all very English, of 


course, and when they move the 
mike outdoors, between the poor 
recording and those British dialects, 
American audiences won't know 
what they're talking about. But it 
doesn’t make much difference as the 
exterior stuff mostly concerns the 
chase sequence and the general idea 
is always obvious. 


The thrills involved are a plane 
crash into a flying field observa- 
tion tower, not badly done techni- 
cally but sluffed for definition by the 
script as to who's plane it is, and an 
auto leap over a precipice. Title 
credits acknowledge flying field and 
transportation company operation. 

America tradesmen won't have 
Any trouble poking holes in the 
feature at many points, but, at least, 
it hints that the British are com- 
ing around to the idea of more 
action and slowly. are finding out 
how to cut. 


Story deals with a more or less 
amateur detective who is after a 
villainous club manager suspected 
of murdering a Pinkerton man and 
many jewel robberies. Girl comes 
into it when she decoys the lad into 
& vacant house which leads to a 
flight to Paris in a transport plane 
upon which the culprits seem to 
have a full compartment to them- 
selves and in which they carry a 
big box from which emerges the 
heavy. Black-jacking of the hero 
follows, thence to the cafe cellar, 
the sewer and so back to England 
by plane with the pursuing hire- 
lings the ones to crash the tower. 

For the States none of the cast 
are standouts with the male lead 
physically resembling Ralph Forbes. 
layers stay theatric throughout, 
particularly the -menace,’. and it’s 
all really of the vintage of ’15 or 
earlier. 

From the British standpoint, the 
Promising angles are the action and 
the sensible footage, mentioned here 
again because of being so unusual 
in an English picture. Picture is 
being given a bit the best of it by 
drawing a Broadway showing, if 
on a double bill, but it affords a 
ray of hope as regards future John 
3ull product with a noticeable im- 
provement in photography, particu- 
larly on the aerial sequence. Sid. 





UN SOIR DE RAFLE 


(‘Dragnet Night’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
(With Music) 


Osso production and Leo Brecher re- 


lease in America, Features Albert Pre- 
jean and Annabella. Directed by Carmine 
Gallone; scenzrio, Henri Decoin; music, 
Phillippe Pares and Van Parys: libretto, 
Leo Lefevre Jr.; camera, L. H. Barel and 
Toporcoff; sound, Hann Rust. At the; 
Little Carnegie, N. Y., for grind run, 
Oct. 16. Running time, 90 mins. 
GeOrget...cececcsccccccece «e.-Albert Prejean 
Mariette...... cece ecceetecea Annabella 
Phe Baron...scccccssceeessssLucien Baroux 
YVONNE... seeesece ecvccee eoeoe--- Edith Mera 
Fred CR dececesbssosevecoscesbecceses Lerner 
Ee 600 c668US bbs cecocdne Constant Remy 
Good Freneh feature.but it’s the 
kind of picture appealing only for 
the French... Story has been done 
too often in Hollywood to mean 
anything to Americans and there 


are hardly enough nabe house possi- 
bilities for French talkers here to 
make it worth while. Pictures like 
‘Le Million’ and ‘Sous les Toits’ are 


different; they get a play from the 
sophisticated mob. ‘Un Soir de 
Rafle’ can’t. 

Not the slightest whiff of origi- 


nality in the story. Henry Decoin 
gets.screen. credit for it, but it 
would have been as correct to credit 
any number of previous pictures in 
the ‘yarn. It’s about the unknown 
who climbs in the poxing racket to 
become champion. Night of win- 
ning the title he goes out on one of 
those parties, his girl leaves, he 
picks up a new dame, spends all 
kinds of money and time on her and 
loses the championship to have the 
first and true love come back. Even 
the angle of punching the faithful 
manager just before the big fight 
and changing to a crooked one is 
not forgotten. 

Photography and direction are ex- 
cellent and the acting is above par 
right down the line. A bit too 
much pamming, but still an out- 
standing piece of photography. 
Fight scenes are especially well 
handled with the director concen- 
trating on the crowd rather than 
on the fighters, which gives a novel 
effect. 

Albert Prejean, lead, stands out, 
but Annabella seems to miss. In 
the other parts Lerner as Tred, the 
clown, and. Lucien Baroux in a 
character bit are good. 

There are two songs, plus a pleas- 
ant musical score in the back- 
ground. 

Considerable cutting evident, with 
the film appearing patchy in spots. 
Even so, it could stand more slicing 
for better running time. Kauf. 


Das Floetenconcert von 


Sanssouci 


(‘The Flute Concert of Sanssouci’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Music) 

Ufa production and release. Starring Otto 
Gebuehr. Direction, Gustav Ucicky; pro- 
duction supervision, Guenther Stapenhorst; 
scenario, Walter Reisch; camera, Carl 
Hoffmann; sound, Herman Freizsching; 
architecture, Rerlth and Roehrig; music, 
Willy Schraidt-Gentner; costumes, Jauf- 
mann and Varch and Becker. At Ufa- 
Cosmopolitan, New York, on grind. begin- 
ning Oct. 16. Running time, 85 mins. 
TRE HIM. cc... coccscccsccec. Cee Gebuehr 
Major von Lindeneck.......Hans Rehmann 
Blanche ....csscsescesesses- Renate Mueller 
Maltzahn ..cccccccesceseses Walter Janssen 
Bruen] cescccccscccccaseccevves Raoul Aslan 


Despite this picture looks to be 
one of the most expensive ever 
turned out in Germany, Ufa ought 
to have no trouble in getting its 
money back from it in Fascistic 
Germany. What it’s going to do in 
America is something else, although 
at the Cosmopolitan it got big ap- 
plause opening night. But there are 
bound to be some Germans whom 
the story won't please. It is much 
too involved and talky for anyone 
not having a pretty thorough knowl- 
edze of the language. 

‘Floetenconcert’ is a_ historical 
costume film dealing with events in 
the life of Frederick the Great of 
Prussia immediately preceding the 
Franco-Prussian war. Artistically 
it is one of the top films of all time, 
having splendid photography and 
direction, beautiful music, and an 
exceptional piece of acting by Otto 
Gebuehr as Frederick. Only fault, 
from a production standpoint, is 
that it’s pretty slow and talky. The 
talk thing probably couldn't be 
helped, though, because of the his- 
torical nature of the film. 

In favor of the film is that Fred- 
erick the Great is one of the best 
loved figures in German history. He 
was the king who, although slight 
in build and appearance, and al- 
though having a great interest in 
art and music, managed to accom- 
plish quite a lot for his country. 
He was full of idiosyncracies and 
quite colorful because pretty human. 
One of his pet tricks was to sur- 
round himself with the tallest pos- 
sible bodyguard, thus making him- 
self look even smaller in appear- 
ance. 

All that is brought out in the pic- 
ture pretty clearly, with Gebuehr 
giving the part a - human touch that 
is more than convincing. When he 
calmly plays his flute while giving 
orders which embroil his. country 
into a seven-year war with France, | 
Russia and Austria, he almost con- 
vinces that he’s doing his people a 
favor. 

Support is well played, with out- 
standing performances from Hans 
Rehmann and Raoul Aslan. Renate 
Mueller as the love interest is pretty |} 
enough to serve. 

For purposes of sex interest, a 
flirtatious wife of one of the king's 





chief spies is wound into the thing. 
The king, in touch with the littlest 
part of the life of his faithful ser- 
vants, saves her from being caught 
in an ofihand moment by her hus- 
band, thus reuniting them. It’s well 
enough wound in to carry as a part 
of the fable of Frederick's greatness. 

Film ends with the _§ soldiers 
marching off to war, flags flying, 
and bands playing. That might not 
be so good for the pacifist-minded, 
and is maybe the other side of Ger- 
many’s attitude on the American 
film, ‘All Quiet,’ which is a preach- 
ment against war. 

Beyond the business of glorifying 
the march to war and bloodshed, 
there is the fact that it’s pretty 
much a straight dramatic film, al- 
though having a few songs and 
tunes. Not a single German talker 
not musical or comedy has been 
successful in America yet. Aauf. 


Women Go On Forever 


James Cruze production: release. 
Directed by Walter Lang. Marion Nixon 
and Clara Kimball Young featured in that 


Tiffany 











order. Adapted from Broadway play of 
same name by Daniel N. Rubin. Photog- 
rapher, Charles Schoenbaum., Running 
time 64 mins, At Broadway, New York, 
week Oct. 1. 
Daisy Bowman...... Clara Kimball Young 
Bethy... cccsccocsocessceccces Marian Nixon 
TEAGIG. 2 ccogcdvenccctéceccsecccss Paul Page 
DOCBOLIVE svc cngeoocessecns Thomas Jackson 
POOEE, 04 co dtedeee Pecccesccers Yola ‘D’ Avril 
PeReUOO SPECT «0904 chews éo's Eddi Lambert 
Bate. SEOVROEE . 0b o0sesceeceed ie V. Nichols 
Se 65550554 dese esussecet Wallace Morgan 
POO ccccecccecssesocceseese Maurice Black | 
SQIRMY cocccsocesesecevees Maurice Murph; 
A belated release of the now fad- | 
ing gang cycle makes this luke- 
warm program material. General 


quality of the subject confirms that | 


classification, Such productions as 
‘Public. Enemy’ and ‘Little Caesar’ 
set a certain pace for gang flickers 
and anything with that motif must 
now be good. 

Some interest attaches to the re- 
appearance of Clara Kimball Young, 
veteran of the Theda Bara vamp 
era, but Miss Young always be- 
longed to the siren school, never 
was and probably never will be a 
character actress. In her hands the 
capital role of Daisy, the rough- 
shod but tender-hearted lodging 
house keeper, doesn’t stand up. It 
is full of false quantities, missed 
points and all around ineffective- 
ness. It’s the central character of 
the story and its only vital asset. 
The rest of it is just routine gang- 
land fiction and merely a lurid 
background for the central figure 
of the landlady, ever on the make 
for new men lodgers who struck 
her fancy. Mary Boland played it 
on the stage some years ago and 
made it a current topic. Miss 
Young doesn’t give it flesh and 
blood at any time. It’s not alto- 
gether her fault. Just unfitted for 
a character type. 

Rest of the people of the drama 
don’t much count, being the famil- 
iar puppets of the dramatist, tough 
gangsters intent on crime and se- 
duction, plots and counterplots of 
the underworld, with a few comedy 
relief characters sprinkled along for 
seasoning. 

Whole business is machine-made 
in this production, possibly the 
fault of the direction, for the dra- 
matic devices themselves are not so 
bad in a theatrical sense. Acting 
has so much to do with stories of 
this sort. The heroine (Marian 
Nixon), for example, is a shop girl 
living in the shabby boarding house 
and the hero is a taxicab driver— 
dull people, both of them, in this 
rendering. Nothing but superlative 
playing could vitalize such people 
with the human touch. And this 
picture doesn’t give the play super- 
lative acting. 

Picture comes to Broadway via 
Moss’ Broadway theatre, which is 
in a spot for film supply, being a 
rank outsider, since the leading 
producer chains flank it on all sides. 
That situation explains its presence 
in a Times square deluxer. Else- 
where its field is strictly the neigh- 
borhooders., Rush. 


ATOUT COEUR 


(‘Hearts Are Trumps’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Oct. 6. 
Natan production. Pathe Natan~releaee. 
Adapted and directed by Henry Rousse! 
after a play by Felix Gandera. Made in 
Natan studios. Recorded RCA. Running 









time, 103 mins. At the Moulin Rouge, 
Paris. 

Arlette , cccccccccccccccces. Alice Cocea 
Sylvine ..... eccccccccccccccecesses -Filorelle 
Mme, Millois eeee-Jane Loury 
Robert ..cccccccccvectecssccsecs Jean Angelo 
GingleuK «,cccccosccecesss Marcel Levesque 
EMEGS. consces sescccccesess.-Saturnin Fabre 
Te Huchard..cocccccsesess+-Andre Dubosc 
Mare .sccs os ccccccecccesess-dacques Butin 
Gilbert sesccees cocccccscscossenumes Pere 





Programmer of the better class, 
and drawing business in the com- 
paratively big Moulin Rouge. 
father ambitious as a production 
with a big cast, including Alice 
Cocea, who is better known on the 
stage. 

Story is that of a girl whose so- 
cially ambitious mother marries her 


to a supposed nobleman, really a 
burglar who has stolen the true 
nobleman’s identity papers. Girl 


doesn’t love her husband, but one of 
her cousins, and after many adven- 
tures, ends by meeting the nobleman 
who is her rightful husband by law. 
The cousin falls in love with an- 
other married woman. 

Certainly better than most French 
films. Sound good, acting fair, and 
very French in technique. Mari. 


| denly 
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The Beloved Bachelor 


Paramount production and release. Fea- 
turing Paul Lukas. Also Dorothy Jordon, 
Charlie Ruggles and Vivienne Osborne. 
Directed by Lloyd Corrigan. Based on play 
by Edward H. Peple. Adaptation by Ray- 
mond Griffith and Agnes Brand Leahy. 
Dialog by Sidney Buchman. Photography 
by Charles Rosher. At the Paramount, 
New York, week Oct. 16. Running time 
72 mins, 


Bitchaecl MorGS..esccccccccespes Paul Lukas 
Mitzi Stressman...........- Dorothy Jordan 
Mitzi Stressman (aged 6)..Betty Van Allen 
SORTY Weolld.ccctccts ceesese Charlie Ruggles 
Elinor Hunter......cccceces Vivienne Osborne 
Julie Stressman....cseceee---- Leni Stengel 
Simmmy Martin... vccccececsecest John Breeden 
reese CON. ss cccccesenss Harold Minjir 
Horteae Cole. ..ccccccecs Marjorie Gateson 
ily) SPPerrrrririrty tte sae : & te 
Pee Wc oo oud de cee denvenes Guy Oliver 
If Paramount was aiming to pro 
vide Paul Lukas with a ympa 
thetic role it has succeeded. Lukas 
does the most of it with a support- 


ing cast that is its own recommen- 
dation and a particularly 
appealing yarn with apt dialog 


and 


natural continuity to make this pic- | ! 


ture a satisfactory grosser. Per- 
haps not as strong in the big cen- 
tres as in the small towns. 

One of those pictures with frank 
hoke and situations that are not al- 
together unexpected, yet piece fcr 
b.o, appeal with careful undertak- 
ing and providing an hysterical 
punch. That punch will linger with 
customers, and especially the 
women in that sequence when Leni 
Stengel as the girl is sud- 
and horribly killed by the 
debris of a building under 
construction, 

That's a strong moment, 
ticularly sentimental to cause the 
weeps for the sobby inclined. The 
situation has the girl unwittingly 
taking a dangerous way out to pre- 
vent possible misunderstanding by 
the girl Lukas really loves if she 
were found with him in his studio. 

Lioyd Corrigan in directing has 
shown unusual judgment in not 
piling situation and leaving suffi- 
cient action leeway for customer 
imagination. There's a pretty fin- 
ish, besides which it will appeal. It 
it a natural ending where Lukas, 
known to have fallen for his 
adopted daughter, dallies in serious 
heart interest with the girl. Each 
attempts a bluff at indifference and 
then winding into a whimsical but 
pleasant enough clinch for a fade- 
out, 

Vhat will 


other 
iliing 


and par- 


attract further is the 


way the picture gets swiflty into 
action and the real stuff of the 
yarn. Some German lingo follows 


between Leni Stengel and Lukas in 
a throbby scene where she is killed 
to fairly natural effect and without 
taking away any interest for those 
who won't understand. The Ger- 
man speaking part is very brief, 

Ruggles brings most of the laughs 
and knows how. Dorothy Jordan as 
the grown girl who was adopted 
fulfils admirably. She provides a 
moment that will be interesting to 
customers, a8 with one. situation 
she bridges the gap between child- 
hood and infancy. That’s where 
she tells Ruggles she loves her 
adopted father. 

Par can thank Sidney Buchman 
some for the dialog. Photography 
and recording okay all the way and 
the usual classy Paramount back- 
ground atmosphere. Shan. 


HOMICIDE SQUAD 


Universal production and release. Asso- 
ciate producer, Samuel Bischoff. Directed 
by George Melford and Edward L. Kahn. 


Based on story “The Bob’ 
Cossitt, with adaptation 

Charles Tozue, 
Tom Reed. 


by Henry La 
and dialog by 
John Thomas Neville and 
Scenario supervision by Rich- 


ard TT. Schayer. Leo Carrillo starred. 
Photography by George Robinson, At Hip- 
podrome, New York, week Oct. 17. Run- 
ning time, 63 mins, 

EOUO .cvecccce coeoccscccccs s+ 10 Carrillo 
Capt. Buckley...cccccesesess+-NOah Beery 
Millie .....- eee eeeeesetteserens Mary Brian 
Joe Riley.ccosesscccesesss+-- Russell Gleason 
JIMMY 000ccccccedersgeseseces George Brent 
Proctor c.cccccccceceses Walter C. Percival 
liugo . TUTTI TT TTT TTT i J. Carroll Naish 


Without benefit of stggng film 
names, ‘Homicide Squad’ Will have 
to depend largely on the campaigns 
behind this gunster entry. At best 
it is fairish program material that 
seems destined for secondary ‘A’ 
houses and subsequents, whether 
with or without strength from ex- 
ploitation. Title of picture, what it 
suggests, and the showmanship be- 
hind runs, if any, will partly tell the 
story on grosses. 

RKO, which has its Mayfair on 
Broadway, passed up the U mob- 
men feature for that house, giving 
it a first-run four blocks away at 
the Hippodrome, a 50¢c scale kouse 
with eight acts mainly as the draw 
there. For that chain and others, 
in situations where the first-run 
house is important, ‘Homicide 
Squad’ will probably get booking in 
the next best operation, whether a 
secondary A or a second run. 

Leo Carrillo, who has done some 
cellular work but not enough to 
spread his name around the country 
importantly as yet, has the title fol- 
lowing him here. He is» without 
supporting strength except in Noah 
Beery, who has been much tougher 
in the past than as a police captain 
here whose son is murdered by a 
desperate gang he is after. i 

Story has permitted something of 


the sentimental, throuch the son's 
brutal murder when posing as an 


out-of-town gangster. It could have 
given Beery his best opportunity to 
be a ruthless character, insanely de- 
termined to wipe out Carrillo and 
his killers. 


Mary Lriar *** Russell Gleason, 





femme | 








on whom the hopes of a strong love 
interest are pinned, never get to the 
forefront. They are more atmos- 
phere than pivotal points in the 
story’s dramatic side, although 
Gleason as one of the mob's green- 
horns, and in love with the girl, 
finally turns stool to net them for 
the police. 

It’s worked out to avert the stigma 
of stooling by the simple expedient 
of the cops telling the scared kid he 
is doing a great public service, po- 
lice having used him as a fake lost 
son of the gang leader in laying 
their trap. 

While this is strictly a racketdom 

the police are played up. It’s 
to that which the smart theatre 
operator will tack his entire exploi- 
tation and advertising campaign. U 


item, 


is furnishing paper that exhorts: 
‘Drive them out,’ ‘Co-operate with 
your police to rid this city of its 
crime menace,’ and similar material 


to invite public interest. 

Strung f opening leader 
fore story under way is a title 
dedicating the picture to the police 
forces of the land, followed by a still 
shot of Police Commissioner Mul- 
rooney of New York City, and ex- 
cerpts (in titles) of speech he made 
at a recent mass meeting in Madi- 
son Square Garden designed to 
arouse the public against the gang- 
ster menace. 

It’s a swell beginning, but in 
building up the thin story of ‘Homi- 
cide Squad,’ it is never as menacing 
half dozen other mobster pic- 
tures made to date 

There is one laugh, a beaut. Car- 
rillo as the suave racketeer-mur- 
derer is about to hold court with his 
gang over some squealing and starts 
with ‘Gentlemen.’ They all look at 
each other quizzically. 

In its technical aspects, satisface 
tory. Char. 


rom be- 


gets 


as a 





FRIDA’S VISOR 


(‘Frida’s Songs’) 

(SWEDISH MADE) 

(With Music) 
Production and 
Pictures release on 
Direction Gustaf Molander; 
ger Sjoberg; adaptation 
Cavallius; camera J. Julius: sound H. 
Sloer. Cast including Elizabeth Frisk, 
Bengt Bjurberg, Hakan Westergren, Ture 
Svennberg, Sigurd Wallen, Lili Lani and 
Albert Paulig. At Sth Avenue Playhouse, 
New York, on grind week beginning Oct 
16. Running time 85 mins, 

Just an ordinary programer, al- 
though to Swedish audiences it may 
be equal to a masterpiece. It’s a 
pleasant little love story with a 
couple of nice tunes and well enough 
acted to satisfy the market. Tech- 
nical handling is okay. 

Ake Brunander is a grocery clerk 
who falls in love with the secretary 
of the City Councilman and com- 
poses songs to her which he plays 
on a guitar. Hasse, the council- 
man’s Don Juan son, wins the gal 
away only to drop her for a circus 
lady who suddenly appears on the 
scene. He steals some money from 
his father to elope with the new girl 
and the old girl is accused of the 
theft. Along comes the grocery 
clerk to save her, pappa finds out 
his mistake and all ends well. 

Yarn is handled well enough 
throughout, although pretty naively. 
To show that the heavy is a Don 
Juan girls are shown constantly 
phoning him wherever he happens 
to be, on all of whom he hangs right 
up. 

Acting by the _ girl, Elizabeth 
Frisk, is quite good, as also the ac- 
tor playing the old man. Both the 
grocery clerk and the wayward son 
overdo, which is perhaps attribut- 
able to the direction. (No way of 
identifying the players on the pro- 
gram at the Fifth Avenue), 

Saturday afternoon, second day, 
the Fifth Avenue was playing to 
almost capacity, with most of the 
customers seemingly satisfied. 

Kauf. 


Svensk 


Scandinavian 
Talking 


this side 
scenario Bir- 
Ragnar Hyltten- 


HEARTBREAK 


Fox production and release. Directed by 
Alfred Werker. Charles Farrell featured. 
Adaption and dialog by William Counsel- 
man from Liewellyn Hughes’ story. Jo 
seph August, photog. At Roxy, New York, 
week Oct. 1§. Running time 63 mins. 

TORR MOTICK. cocsccciveseces Charles Farrell 
Countess Vima Walden..,...Madge Evans 
Count Carl Walden.......Hardie Aibright 
Captain Wolke..... »-Paul Cavanagh 
Jerry Sommers...cscccesess-John Arledge 
Count Walden.....seccecs.--Claude King 
U. 8S. Ambassador..........John St. Polis 
-»»-Captain Albert Conti 






Liaison Officer... 





Good old routine war plot for- 
merly played on the hoof is here 
transferred to the flying corps; but 
still the same plot, feeble with age 
and hard labor. One fairly exciting 
air scene is ‘Heartbreak’s’ only bid 
for the attention it isn’t likely to 
receive. 

Starts with a dusted off subtitle, 
‘Vienna—1916,’ which is the cue for 
a waltz, and plenty of waltzes fol- 
low until the boy is jailed as a de- 
serter for going over the lines to 
visit his girl. They put him in the 
brig for the rest of the war. He 
only flew over the Austrian lines 
and landed his plane in a field. then 
with but a three-quarter length 
topcoat covering his American uni- 
form, he visited the lady at her 
Vienna mansion. For that feat they 
should have made him a general. 

Iixecuting the start of the flight 
and his arrival in the lady’s home, 
his trip isn’t shown, but merely de- 
scribed in the dialog. The diatog 
does a lot of extra work in this pic- 
ture, and it seldom supports the 

(Continued on page 29) 
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LOOK BACK Began 


HOWARD HUGHES’... . .'« “The Racket” 
HOWARD HUGHES’ . .’Two Arabian Nights” 
HOWARD HUGHES ..... “Hell's Angels” 
HOWARD HUGHES’ . “The Front Page” 
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HEARTBREAK portance on its native shores. Cam- jovial grand seigneur. Blandine 
(Continued from page 27) THE LOVE STORM era and sound work are fair, but CONVICTED Ebinger.. a well knows Gectans 


purden. It’s uninspired, hackneyed 
all the way. Some romantic cross- 
fire in a canoe is typical: 

He: ‘Are you happy?’ 

She: ‘I’m happier.’ 


He: ‘What do you mean, hap- 
pier?’ 
She: ‘I'm happier than happy.’ 


He flies over to tell her that al- 


though he killed her brother in an 
air battle he didn’t know who his 
victim was until it was too late 
She drives him away with a cruel 
goodbye, saying she never wants to 
see him again, but she changes her 
mind at the sudden finish. 

Charles Farrell's high-pitched 
voice is a handicap enough without 
harmful instead of helpful chatter. 
His opposite, Madge Evans, rounded 
out a good-looking lead couple, but 
better looking than playing on both 
sides. John Arledge in some light 
comedy is in action often and gets 
by. 

The photography made the big air 
moment the  picture’s. standout. 
Snow-capped peaks, supposed to be 
the Alps, in back and on all sides 
of the fighting planes make an in- 
teresting panorama. Outside of the 
mixed identity angle the scene holds 
little kick through being far less 
exciting than others in several 
other talkers in the past. This sole 
air sequence in the picture should 
be more important than it manages 
to be. 

Llewellyn Hughes sold this story 
to Fox shortly after the same studio 
let him out last year. He wrote it 
for a magazine. It’s possible that 
‘Heartbreak’ is the type of material 
which prompted Fox to let him go. 
If so, Hughes did better out than in 

Bige. 











SYLVIA SIDNEY 


PARAMOUNT PICTURES 


(BRITISH MADE) 


Elstree Production directed by FE. A. 
DuPont. Based on story, ‘Cape Forlorn.’ 
Scenario by Vice Kendall with C. Friese- 
Greene camerman. Cast includes Fay 
Compton, Donald Calthrop, Ian Hunter. 
R.C.A. recording. At Warners’, N. Y., as 
half double feature program week Oct 
i6. Running time, 62 mins. 





Slow moving and heavy handled 
melodrama which will have trouble 
finding its way to any American 
screen, Actionless and poorly 
played, 

DuPont has done nothing with what 


probably was a tough script. It all 
takes place within a lighthouse on 
an isolated island where a dance- 
hall girl apparently goes right 
through the crew until the situation 
leads to a murder. Even the sex 
tangent is dull because Fay Comp- 
ton can’t carry it. 

Besides being over acted, DuPont 


has muffed from the opening where 
he fails to definitely establish the 
identity of the girl. Audience must 
presume that she’s an Australian 
dancehall entertainer marrying an 
aged lighthouse keeper for an out. 
Frequent views of gulls and waves 
dashing upon rocks convince that 
the woman is pretty well fed up with 
her portion of marine life and the 
day after she arrives the mate of 
the crew is in hot pursuit. So she 
meets him on the sly and when an 
implied shipwreck washes up a flee- 
ing but well mannered embezzler she 
goes all the way with him, too. So 
the mate burns up and she finally 
shoots him when he raucously in- 
forms the third man that she’s been 
his mistress. The husband finally 
finds out and it ends back in the 
dancehall where the woman is wait- 





ing for her lover's release from 
prison. 

Only performance that means 
anything is by the mate. Between 


no press sheets being 
these films and unfamiliar faces it’s 
tough for reviewers to grab all the 
| credits on the wing. Performers are 
a flagrant case of inert playing 
throughout plus DuPont showing 
but a clumsy hand in his manipula- 
tion of the theme. And even he 
wouldn't dare drag this one out over 
its 62 minutes. 

It can’t do or mean anything over 
here and it doesn’t seem probable 


eciven out on 








that ‘Love Storm’ will even gain im- 











Personal Direction 


FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


ZELDA SANTLEY 


Headlining “VACATION DAYS” Idea 


HARRY FENTELL 

















WEEK OCT. 23, 


FOR REAL PEP, CLASS AND COMEDY NOVELTY 


GRAUMAN, HESS and VALLE 


IN CYCLONKC RHYTHM WITH LAFFS 
Featured Next to Closing in F. & M.'s 


Thanks to Fanchon & Marco and Schaliman Bres. 


“Exotique” Idea 
FOX, BROOKLYN 











a cheaply made film minus any re- 
deeming factors. Sid, 


Pas Sur La Bouche 


(‘Not Much on the Mouth’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
(With Songs) 
Paris, 
Comedies Filmees production 





Oct. 6. 


Lunafilm 





release. Directed by Nicolas Rimsky and 
N. Evrienoff. Productian supervisor, A 

Haurvitch From an operetta by Andre | 
Barde and Maurice Yvain. Musical rights, | 
Salabert Recorded by Tobis Kiangfilm. | 
Running time, 92 mins. At Gaumont Pal-| 
ace, Paris. 
Thom BOR ccccecccccevcses Nicolas Rimsk 

Gilberte Valandray......... Mireille Ferrey | 
Mile. Pommalllac...cccccccece Alice Tissot 


This French operetta comes to the 
screen with a technique inspired by | 
such German films as ‘Chemin de | 
Paradis.’ Not being originally for 


the screen, the pace is slow, but the 
picture is fair entertainment. 

It’s about an American industrial- 
ist who refuses to kiss his wife on 
the mouth because, when a kid, this 
was punishment at the will of an 
awful governess. Film's first 
quence, representing a rehearsal of 
a charity benefit, shows a Mexican 
girl rescued from Indians. 

Rimsky gets away with his accent 
by playing the foreign 
American industrialist, in which he | 
is exceedingly funny, though he is | 
given to overacting at times. Mireille | 
Perrey is an unqualified hit for the 


se- 





part of the 





A Supreme Features production released 
by Actclass Pictures Corp. Features Aileen 
Pringle, Jameson Thomas, Harry Meyers 
and Dorothy Christy, Cast: Richard 
Tucker, Wilfred Lucas, Niles Welch and 
Jolyn Vosburg. Directed by Christy Ca- 
banne. Story by Ed Barry. Photography, 
Sidney Hickox. At Loew's New York, one 
day, Oct. 13, as half double feature pro- 
gram. Running time, 55 mins, 





‘Convicted’ holds enough interest 
and entertainment to go it alone in 


the average one and two day film 
stands. Cast is a flock of Holly- 
wood regulars directed by Christy 


Cabanne., 


This is a@ murder mystery and 
nicely developed Action all takes 
place aboard an ocean liner and re- 
volves around Aileen Pringle, as 
Barbara Norvelle, an actress, who 


is being chased by Richard Tucker, 


Playing John Blair, owner of a 
| show which starred Barbara. Blair 
fis in love with Barbara with no 


reciprocation. He has absconded 
on the trip with thousands of dol- 
lars belonging to his company and 
eventually is killed aboard ship. 
Evidence points to Barbara who is 
cleared by a newspaper investiga- 
tor. 

There fs another murder, a 
crooked poker game and all sorts 
of suspects. It clears when the 
murders are pinned to ship’s officer 
who plotted to steal Blair’s stolen 
money. 

Sound good throu 
ion well sustained. 


ghout and ac- 
Karl 


Sein Sihebdeinineiia 
(HIS DIVORCE REASON) 


screen as well as on the stage. Not 

: hye ghey (German Made) 
only good to look at, but her voice ° : a : 
7 : | Ufafiln roduction and release; direc- 
reproduces very well both in speech | tion Alfred Zelsler. Manuscript, Franz 
and song. Rest of the cast lends] Arno!d and Max Jungk. Music, Otto 
adequate support. Stransky. Architecture, W. A. Herrmann 
Film Army decided effort on pro- | *" d Herbert Lippschitz. Photography, 
; 3 - . _| Franz Planer and Bernhard Wentzel te- 
duction, with office scenes decidedly | corded on Kt ng film. Lien Dyers, Blan- 
Germanic, Mari. dine Ebinger, Johannes Riemann, Heinz 
Salfner Paul Hoerbiger, Julius Falken- 
stein, Harry Halm, Leopold von Ledebour, 


Hirsekorn Greift Ein 


(‘Hirsekorn Does Something About 
it’) 

(AUSTRIAN MADE) 
Berlin, Oct. 5. 
and Siegel Monopol- 
film release. Directed by Rudolf Bernauer. 
Manuscript, Rudoif Bernauer and Rudolf 
Ocesterreucger. Production management, 
Rudolf Oesterreicher. Photography, Ewald 
Daub; sound, Alfred Norkus. Music, W. 
Jurmann. Recorded on Tobis. Cast: Char- 
lotte Susa, Felix Bressart, Roda Valetti, 
Rolf van Goth, Truus von Alten, Albert 
Pauling, Karl Zeske, Richard Waldemar, 
Walter Jura, Paul Brosig and Anni Rosar. 


Sascha production 


Running time, 91 mins. At Tauentzien- 
Palast, Berlin. 
This slapstick comedy is the 


first film visiting card from Rudolf 


Bernauer, an old, experienced the- 
atre director and manager. Quite 
apart from it being old-fashioned, 
Felix Bressart, starring and popular 
in Germany, has never been so bad 
as in this talker. Charlotte Susa, 
tvo, can do nothing here. Only the 
popularity of these two players may 
secure a certain box-office success 
in German-speaking countries. 
Sound and photography average. 
And as it’s mostly low comedy, that 
hour and a half of running time is 





all out of proportion. agnus. 








Hella Tornegg. Geza L. Weiss and Her- 
mann Pittschau. Running time, 76 mins. 
At U. T. Kurfuerstendamm, Berlin, 








The popularity of slapstick com- 
edies much in favor here seems 
to be on the wane. It would have 
been well for this vogue if others 
had used the intelligent methods of 
Alfred Zeisler in this case. The 
story treatment such that every- 
body gets a share. Lien Deyers is 
well photographed and the direc- 
tor has made the most of charming 
figure of a young girl. Film looks 
like a business success. 

A married couple want a divorce. 
As there is no legal ground on 
either side, a case is framed and 
a preity giri is paid to act as co- 
respondent. The divorced husband 
leaves the court, happy to be di- 
vorced and meets the girl, also is 
happy, because she just earned a 
few hundred marks for having been 
the divorce reason. 

Neither knows who the other one 
is and they like each other. At the 
end of the picture, the divorce rea- 
son and the divorced husband get 
married. 

After a long time Lien Deyers is 
at last seen in a part that suits 
her. The temperament she lacks is 
made up by her smartness and 
charm, Johannes Riemann as 




















diseuse, of the carbaret, makes her 
debut in the pictures. The dominat- 
ing person of it is here Julius Falk- 
enstein, playing an old bookkeeper, 


who, having worked for years at 
the typewriter, has a tic and 
when talking always writes with 
his fingers in the air. Magnus. 


Projectionists Suing 
To Collect from Levey 


Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 
Projectionists’ local expects to 
start suit this week against Bert 
Levey, agent, to collect $1,000 on a 
note. Union loaned Levey that 


amount to keep the Hippodrome 
open last year and has not received 
any of the money back 

Members of the local have about 
$1,900 in labor claims against Levey, 
having accepted half-salary for 
some months, with the rest to be 
paid when business at the Hip 
picked up 








Foremost Film Writers 
and Dialogicians 











Still Writing Together 


GROVER JONES 


and 


WILLIAM SLAVENS 


McNUTT 
FOR PARAMOUNT 





JOSEPH JACKSON 


Now Adapting 
‘HIGH PRESSURE’ 
for WILLIAM POWELL 

at WARNER BROTHERS 


HOWARD J. GREEN 


Writer 


Representative: Arthur M. Landaa 
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RALPH SPENCE 


R-K-O 
































HEADLINING 
RKO FLUSHING, N. Y., 





PARAMOUNT-PUBLIX SELECTS 


TO HE ADLINE FRANK CAMBRIA’S 


Super-Stage Production “LAUGH IT OFF” 


THIS WEEK, OCT. 16, AT THE 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


OCT. 24 


THE HOUSE OF STARS 


VIOLET CARLSON 


Dir., RKO 
BLONDELL & MACK 




















RAYMOND GUION 


Of the Original Cast 
“Young Sinners” and “Cradle Snatchers” 


Is Now 


Current Release, ‘‘PERSONAL MAID,” for Paramount 


GENE RAYMOND 


Under Contract to Lee Shubert 
and Paramount-Publix Corp. 














NOW IN FOURTH YEAR AT ROXY, NEW YORK 


(PREMIERE BALLERINA) 


THANKS TO ROXY EXECUTIVE STAFF 


PATRICIA BOWMAN 
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Joe Still Knocks ’Em 


Joe Jackson, famous pantomime 
artist, has joined ‘Montmartre’ Ideg 
to do his imitation-defying act for 
Fanchon and Marco, Jackson's act 
holds the record for would-be imi. 
tators, of which there have been 
over a hundred, but somehow the 
imftators die out, while the inimi. 
table Joe goes on forever, gaining 
fresh admirers with each new tour, 


LaMarr with F. and M. 


James LaMarr, son-in-law of the 
famous Cantor Rosenblatt, is the 
baritone with Fanchon and Marco’s 
‘Montmartre’ Idea. He was a prin- 
cipal singer with the San Carlog 
opera company, and also appeared 
in George White's ‘Scandals.’ 





Frances Knocks ’Em 


Frances Williams’ performance in 
‘Everybody's Welcome’ highly ap- 
plauded by New York newspaper 
critics, is comedy high light of show 
that features Oscar Shaw, Ann 
Pennington and other Broadway 
names. Frances’ odd flair for come 
edy discovered by F. & M. nine 
years ago, and when she clicked on 
Broadway a few seasons back was 
no surprise to the California pro- 
ducers. Papers predict long wel- 
come to ‘Everybody’s Welcome’ and 
Miss Williams. 


Quadruplets Multiply 


Gale Quadruplets get competition 
from new quadruplet act discovered 
on Coast by F. & M., Doyle Quadru- 
plets. All born in Hollywood, Aug 
gust 10, 1912, and therefore had 
picture experience in kid parts. 
Adelaide doubled for Sally O'Neil. 
Others are Catherine, Patsy and 
Mimi. First F. & M. appearance is 
in ‘Co-Ed’ Idea, now playing Oak- 
land. Kids sing, dance and do come 
edy. 


Lotti Fun 


Shuberts looking for a musical 
comedy part for Lotti Loder. Hun- 
garian comedienne came over here 
two years ago for Warner Brothers. 
F. & M. signed her last season for 
‘Seasons’ Idea and she was well re- 
ceived everywhere. Startled women 
in northern cities last winter by 
wearing no coat, just sweater. 
F. & M. tour was her first visit to 
American key cities. 


Gem of Idea 


Five Gems take spot in ‘Hacienda’ 
Idea vacated by Three Rhythm 
Queens due to illness. Gems are 
all-girl juggling act, especially as- 
sembled by F. & M. for this Idea, 
as original act also all girls. Gems 
have developed sensational juggling 
routines. Join ‘Hacienda’ at Fox 
St. Louis. 





Bing Booked 


Bing Crosby, famous broadcast- 
ing artist, booked for New York 
Paramount Oct. 30 as special en- 
gagement. Crosby now figured oné 
of best known voices on air. Got 
his start with F. & M. in Frisco 
and proud to tell cf it. 





Dances to Dollars 

Leon Rattner, last with F. & M.’s 
‘Gondola’ Idea, deserting stage to 
become instructor in Meglin Dance 
School, Los Angeles. Five-taP 
wing step, now very popular, owe 
inception in part to Rattner, wh0 
taught it to Beth Berri, Ziegfeld 
star, among other stage celebrities 





Dance Burlesquers 

Skeeter and Ray are only non 
Latins featured in ‘La Plaza’ 1de& 
directed by Fanchon. Team doe 
uproarious burlesque on Spanish 
and tango dancing. Skeeter brought 
out by Sid Grauman in Egyptieo 
Theatre prologue. Partner Ray wa# 
in ‘Sunny,’ with Marilyn Miller and 
‘Kid Boots,’ with Eddie Cantor 
Originally made team by F. & M. # 
‘Oriental’ Idea, 
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_ MR. WEINSTOCK gave us a 
great IDEA FOR YOU! 


He took our big 
product ad and 


enlarged it into a 
One Sheet for his 


Cameo Theatre 
lobby in Hart- 
ford, Conn. 


AND NOW 
YOU CAN 
GET ONE 

















FIRST WE MADE this announcement up into a 
newspaper ad. Hundreds of theatres got free mats 
to tell their patrons they had the great M-G-M 
product. You can still get one of the mats to an- 


we’ve made it up as a special One Sheet for 


lobby display. Get yours FREE! gt 
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§ Acts and Shorts for 25c All Over 
All the Time at Lyric on 42nd St. 











William and Harry Brandt will 
reopen the Lyric, 42nd Street legit, 
Oct. 24, with a vaude-talking short 


policy. Admish at all times will be 
25e, 

Brandts will use eight acts, book- 
ing through Arthur Fisher. Weekly 
cost of the stage show is figured 
between $2,500 and $3,000. A fea- 


ture talker will be run from 10:30 
a. m. to 1 p. m., but will be the only 
time the full length picture is shown 
on that day. Shows will be on a 
weekly change. 

Acts will probably perform four 
times a day. Talking shorts will 
fill in to.a three-hour show. Turns 
will work for less than usual sal- 
aries at the Lyric, due to the 25c. 
scale. 

Lyric is owned by the Smathers 
Estate. With a three-day exception 
it has been dark two seasons since 


‘Fifty Million Frenchmen’ closed. 
Name will be changed to Lyric 
Music Hall. Tom Burke, former 


Lyric manager, will be replaced by 
Lou Brandt. 

Harry Brandt is the nominal heai 
of the group although his brother is 


in. Deal had been pending some 
time. The Lyric seats around 1,600 


on three floors. It’s figured possibly 
to do $15,000 weekly. 

Lyric is immediately adjacent to 
the Republic stock burlesque, with 
the latter scaled at $1. 


COLORED TABS TO FILL 
SOME T. 0. B. A. HOUSES 


In an effort to supply Negro 
houses on the T.O.B.A. (colored cir- 
cuit) or what’s left of it with stage 
shows, several white interests are 
arranging to form traveling tabs in 
New York. It may give them 8 to 
10 weeks. 

The units would be set on a mini- 
mum budget which would enable the 
house to get a complete stage show 
for a price. Former attempts to 
sendout colored road shows for the 
colored houses generally came to 
grief after a short tour because of 
the overhead, 

On a checkup by the men said to 
be interested, it was found that there 
is plenty of unemployed talent in 
New York to form several units. 











SUNDAY MID-NITE SHOWS 


In Phila snd Balto—Both Six-Day 
Towns 








Nixon, Philadelphia, and Hippo- 
drome, Baltimore, both booked by 
Eddie Sherman through the Morris 
office, are trying Sunday midnight 
Mhows to get around the six-day 
handicap. 

The Sunday performance starts at 
12:01 a. m., with the full stage and 
screen program of around three 
hours given. 


RKO Vaude Out at Detroit 


Detroit, Oct. 19. 

Hollywood, nefghborhood indie 
playing RKO vaude, goes straight 
pictures Oct. 31. RKO has been 
booking it from New York. Cohen 
Bros. are the operators. 

This will leave RKO without a 
stage outlet in Detroit. The cir- 
cuit’s other theatre, Downtown, 
plays films. 











Acts in 2 Spots 


Altoona, Pa., Oct. 19. 
Mischler starts playing vaude 
Oct. 29, booked by RKO. 
It has been two years since this 
town has seen vaude of any sort. 





Ottumwa, Ia., Oct. 19. 

RKO vaud will play the Ottumwa 
Starting Oct. 31. 

Acts play here Saturdays and 
Sundays only. Shows will be routed 
in from Des Moines on their way to 
Lincoln, Neb. 





Calgary As Possibility 

Calgary may shortly fill three 
days of the open week on the RKO 
route between Winnipeg and Van- 
couver, 

The Paramount-Publix house 
there is considering using the RKO 
intacts for three days weekly on 
@ pro rata basis. 


+ 
+ 


LOEW’S AUDITIONS 


Set for 46th St., Brooklyn, Every 
Thursday—Start October 29 








Loew talent auditions will again 
be held weekly starting Oct. 29 at 
Loew's 46th street house in Brook- 
lyn. Sidney Piermont will have 
charge. 

Auditions will be held 
Thursday only, with a regular or- 
chestra and light rehearsal. They 
will do two shows and no supper 
show. The jury is composed of Pier- 
mont and Louis K, Sidney and per- 
haps others of the Loew staff. 


In Brooklyn the actors perform 
in front of a regular vaudefilm au- 
dience instead of to empty seats 
as at the auditions held last season 
at the Capitol. 


Kate Smith Wants i Wk 
Off for Each 2 Played 


Tentative date set for Kate 
Smith’s opening for Paramount un- 
der her contract to play the Para- 
mount New York and Brooklyn the- 
atres 39 weeks out of 52, is Nov. 13. 
She opens her first two weeks on 
that date at the Paramount, New 
York. 

Ted Collins, manager of the song- 
stress, is trying to alter the present 
agreement with Paramount so as to 
make it possible for Miss Smith to 
take one week off after each two 
weeks of work. This will cut the 
playing time from 39 weeks out of 
the 52 to 32. 

Reported Par will agree to these 
changes. 


each 











Blossoms Sue Gordon 


Two Blossoms, sister team, have 
started action through the V. M, A. 
against Max Gordon for loss of 
bookings. The act was one of the 
original members of Gordon-pro- 
duced RKO vaudeville unit, recently 
taken off, 

The sisters claim they cancelled 
11 remaining weeks of Fanchon & 
Marco time to go with the Gordon 
intact. When the latter underwent 
remodelling by Roxy and James 
Turner, the Blossoms were dropped 
and replaced by Wee Willie Robyn. 


Moran and Mack’s $2,500 
And Split at Pantages 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Moran and Mack open at Pan- 
tages here Thursday (22) for one 
week. 
Alexander Pantages made the 
deal, paying the team $2,500 and a 
50-50 split on all over $15,000 gross. 


Tab Show of 20 


‘The Merrymakers,’ a tab show 
comprising from 12 to 20 people, 
with acts included, has been framed 
by Solly Shaw to open Oct. 23, prior 
to taking to the road, 

Heading the tab are Betty Carle- 
ton and Walter Butt. Eight chorus 
girls and four principals. 

All stands by bus with all the 
early bookings confined to one state. 


Wynn Shaw Back 


After a fling at the dress busi- 
ness with his wife. who will re- 
main in the garment line, Wynn 
Shaw is returning to vaude. 

Formerly and for years of Mor- 
ris and Shaw, he is teaming with 
Howard Merrissey, erstwhile half 
of Bragdon and Morrissey. 


Travesty with 11 


The taste for producing that he 
got in doing several plays is lead- 
ing Jack Linder, indie vaude booker, 
into framing acts. His first attempt 
will be ‘Egyptian Frolics,’ 11-people 
travesty. 

Sadie Banks, Lew Olson, Myrtland 
La Varre, Jack Lee, Roland Dwyer 
and a jazz band make up the per- 
sonnel. 




















Back in Binghamton 
Binghamton, N. Y., Oct. 19. 
The Binghamton theatre will re- 
instate vaude this or next week. 
House has been without stage 
shows for some time. 








Stooge Famine 





The present market on 
stooges is at its peak, with 
not enough muggs and mug- 
gesses obtainable to supply 
the heavy demand. 

During the past few months 
calls for stooges of all de- 
scriptions and from acts of 
various types have mounted to 
the point where the supply is 
belng rapidly exhausted. 


MICH. TRY WITH 
VAUDE GOES 
BLOOEY 


Col. Butterfield’s two and a half 
vaudeville weeks in Michigan will 
drop off the RKO books and return 
to straight pictures Oct. 31. Fail- 
ure of the stage shows to balance 
increased costs with higher grosses 
is the Butterfield circuit’s given 
reason for cutting. 

Towns involved are Ann Arbor, 
Flint, Jackson, Kalamazoo and 
Lansing, all playing three acts on 
a split week. They returned to 
vaude about six weeks ago. Butter- 
field notified RKO that the brief 
trial so far has been sufficient. 

In the RKO New York office the 
towns were booked by Willie Ber- 
ger, 


Dick Powell in St. L. 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 19. 

Barnstorming through the WB 
suburban houses in this district 
since the beginning of musicians’ 
strike, Dick Powell, m. c. at the 
Stanley, opens at the Ambassador 
in St. Louis Friday (23). Engage- 
ment is indefinite, depending entire- 
ly upon duratioh of local union 
trouble. 

Bernie Armstrong, Stanley’s house 
organist, and Dorothy Bushey, per- 
sonality gal, whe have been barn- 
storming with Powell, are to con- 
tinue for another month. 




















Sick and Lonely 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 








2 ACTORS’ COMPLAINTS 


Music Wrong for Kirkland—Ma- 
honey Wins on Falls 








Paul Kirkland walked off the bill 
at Loew’s Valencia, Jamaica, after 
the last show Friday (16), opening 
day, claiming the house orchestra 
intentionally played his music 
wrong. 

Loew’s complained 
(Monday) to the V. M. A. 

Another complaint at the V. M. A.., 
settled yesterday, was Will Ma- 
honey against Cy Wills and Jose- 
phine Davis, mixed team, current at 
the Palace. Mahoney objected to 
the comedy falls in the act as done 
by Wills. They were ordered out. 


yesterday 





Sues Transfer Man for 
Lost Week’s Salary 


Edward §S,. Keller, producer and 
owner of the vaude act headed by 
Nayon Pearce and Jay Velie, has 
served notice of suit on the Walton 
Transfer Company through his at- 
torneys, Bloomberg & Bloomberg. 
The suit arises over an alleged re- 
fusal of Walton to haul the act’s 
baggage from the Albee, Brooklyn, 
to Loew’s State, Manhattan, Friday 
night, Oct. 9, causing the act to be 
cancelled with a loss of $1,050 for 
the week. 

According to Keller, Walton is 
said to have refused to haul on the 
advice of Jack Roach, another 
transfer man, who told Walton the 
producer of the act owed him money 
for other transfer bills. Walton is 
then reported as advising Keller he 
could not haul until Roach was sat- 
isfied. 

An attempt was made several 
times to reach Roach to no avail. 
The Loew booking office waited un- 
til Saturday noon (10) before re- 
placing Pearce and Velie, who could 
not open without their baggage. 

Pearce and Velie head a six-peo- 
ple full-stage act. 

Keller states he does not owe 
Roach or any other transfer man. 





Chicago Likes to Think Vaude 








-— 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 


Week-end vaude has taken a spurt 
within the last week, and the hopes 
locally are that it’s only the be- 
ginning of an indie vaude time re- 
vival throughout the midwest. 


Saturday and Sunday flesh is 
looked upon by the vaude managers 
as the great persuader for increased 
time during the other days of the 
week. RKO is making a determined 
effort to gather in these unaffiliated 
houses, and is tempting them with 
an offer of allowing them to use the 
KRKO vaude label. 

Within the last week the follow- 
ing houses returned to the vaude 
books: The La Porte, at La Porte, 
Ind.; the Brin at Menasha, Wis.; 
Peru, Ind., on Nov. 1; Princeton, II1., 
on Nov. 8.; the Majestic, at Ottawa. 

RKO western office here corraled 
the Miller at Wichita, for Sun., Mon. 
and Tues., to epen on Oct. 25; with 
most of the acts to be out of the 
coast intacts which have halfweek 
open. Miller is part of the Fox 
group down Cimarron way, and it's 
the first gun to bring in their house 
in St. Joseph and the Jayhawrsk at 
Topeka, Mars, at Lafayette, Ind., 
is now booking on Thurs., Fri. and 
Sat., with its big call being for radio 
acts. On the same indie circuit is 
Marion, Ind., which has placed a 
standing order with the RKO office 
here for name radio acts whenever 
available. 

Chicago Stymied 

Publix-Great States is getting 
warm, with Aurora and Peoria both 
accepted as steady vaude and fiesh 
spots. Already plans are being 
drawn for further flesh through ihe 
circuit. 

Locally, the indie vaude situatior 
is battling a heavy handicap due to 
the Operators’ Union-Allied Exhibit- 
ors’ fight. Owners are declared for 
vaude as soon as the tough fight 
is settled. These include houses 
like the Milida, Patio, Drake, Wa- 
bash, Center, Vogue, Broadway 
Strand, American, 








Boom on Way—Many New Dates 


Bigelow-Purcell Drop 


One and Take Two 


Fall River, Mass., Oct. 19. 

Walter L. Bigelow and William 
Cc. Purcell have vacated the up- 
stairs Academy of Music, but have 
leased the Empire and Bijou here. 
They transferred the Academy’s 
double feature policy to the Em- 
pire, one of the Yamins’ circuit 
houses and formerly operated by 
Keith-Albee. Bigelow and Purcell 
soon will open the Bijou, closed for 
a long time, with vaudfilm. 

Bigelow has been a Fall River 
showman for 25 years and Purcell 
for 10. The two men recently 
opened the Modern, Providence, and 
a Pawtucket theatre on vaudfilm 
policies. 





Monkey Case Up Again 
Chicago, Oct. 19. 

Battle of who owns the monk, 
‘Joe Mondi I’, is still hot, Last 
week Lou Backenstoe, present pos- 
sessor of the simian, now with Ted 
Healy’s act in ‘Crazy Quilt’ at the 
Apollo here, was handed a warrant 
from Dr. Alfred Munson of Detroit. 
Doe Munson claims that the monk 
is really his, he having been pur- 
chased from Irene Lee, mother of 
Jane and Katherine Lee, for $1,000. 
Irene Lee is understood to have 
been the original owner of ‘Joe 
Mondi It.’ 

Munson is now suing Backenstoé 
for $1,500. Backenstoe and _ the 
monk are still in the show, but un- 
der a $1,000 bond for appearance at 
court when the case comes up Oct. 


om 
mie 





Schreck and Girls 


On coming back from Europe 
after an absence of a year and a 
half. George Schreck has assembled 
a new act, assisted by four girls. 

He opened Sunday (18) at the 
Royal, New York, to show for RKO. 


vr 





Portland, Ore., Oct. 15, ' 

Hello Charlie: ‘ 
Three days at Tacoma sort of a 
good rest after Seattle; that is ig 
you can call doing four shows a 
day a rest. Tacoma is a nice little 
town with a nice hotel and a goog 
audience. The date chops off a 
week’s layoff and three days are 
three days; in fact in these timeg 
three days are a route. : 
I got one big kick in Tacoma 
when I saw the Pacific Flyers at a 
dinner, Pangborn and Herndon and 
Moyle and Allen were there, four 
great guys. They spoke about the. 
hardships they went through anq@ I 
was thinking of the time we used 
to play the circuits down through 
the South years ago. Talk about 
hardships! 


I needed the rest in Tacoma bee 
cause I busted out with a terrible 
toothache and if not for the gir] in 
the last act, I don’t know what la 
done; she put hot bags on it all day 
and sympathized with me; you 
know when a guy is sick that’s the 
time he would like to be married, 

Splitting Pain 

Not that I’m thinking of geitin 
married Charlie, but a bad tooth- 
ache makes you think of a lot of 
things. I knew a guy once that got 
married on neuralgia. He couldn't 
stand the pain alone. A year later 
he died of heart trouble. 

The comic in the big act is start. 
ing to show snap shots of his home 
in Freeport and telling us about the 
swell bar he has and anything you 
want to drink, inviting everybody. 
He’s another guy that lives right 
near Charlie Freeman, the booker in 
Freeport. If everybody lives near 
Freeman who say they do, his house 
must be surrounded by big tene- 
ments. And the way everybody talks 
about him paling around with them 
is the nuts. If he ever visited all 
the people he wouldn’t have time to 
do any booking. 


Knows Them All 


That straight man in the last act 
is one of them guys that knows all 
the big people. He calls ’em all by 
their first name. Once in a while 
he pulls out a letter and says it’s 
from his pal Eddie, and you say 
Eddie who? And he looks at you 
with one of them pained looks and 
says ‘Why Eddie Cantor.’ But he 
never shows you the letter. They 
sure hand me a laugh on the oute 
side but burn me on the inside. 

The single guy is having trouble 
with his wife. This is about the 


spot everyone gets tired of each . 


other. It seems the wife found some 
letters from a dame in his trunk 
and she got sore. Now he keeps his 
trunk locked but it’s too late ’cause 
his old lady is out buying plenty of 
clothes and sending ’em to the hotel 
C.O.D, to get even with him. 

The girl in my act met some 
towner who is supposed to be rich. 
Aint it funny as soon as an actor 
sees anybody with a car weighing 
over 3,500 pounds, they say the 
guy’s rich, Well, the towner in- 
vited the troupe to his house after 
the show. He musta been a doctor 
cause he served a drink every hour 
on the hour and just gin. He had 
other towners there and they looked 
at us like a lot of wild animals, they 
were waiting for the entertainment. 

We all told lousy jokes with no 
points to them and they didn’t know 
what to make of us. The straight 
man had a couple of towners in the 
corner and was talking about what 
Hoover should do to save the coun- 
try, and the guys were yessin him. 
One of ‘em turned out to be a bank- 
er and the other guy owned half the 
town, and he was telling them 
what's the matter with the country. 
Why the bozo don’t even know how 
tu be a good straight man let alone 
being a Secretary of State. 

If you ever have any trouble with 
your teeth try a half dozen good 
shots of rye. I find it the best cure. 

Best to the Mrs. sez Your pal, 

Bob. 


Puck, White in London 
Sam Puck and Eva Whiie go into 
the Palladium, London, Feb. 15 for 
two weeks. Pooking was handled 
through Jenie Jacobs. 








It'll be the first time for the 
American team in England. 
Texas Barnstorming 
Dallas, Ort. 1%. 
John Harron and Jimmie jiarri- 
son, pictures, heave been barre 
storming through some of the 
smaller burgs for one night per* 
sonalg 
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Battling Actors Get Slang Titles 
For RKO's Intact Stage Shows 








RKO intact shows are being given 
glang title by the actors coming off 
the road. The title depends on the 
eonduct of the four acts on the en- 
tire route. If the show is okay ora 
fighting bill, it gets a rating. 

Intact No. 63 now in middle 
west, has been dubbed the battle of 
dialects show. This is due to re- 
ported arguments between Dave 
Kramer, of Kramer and Doyle, and 
Dick Henderson, the English comic. 
The Rimacs top this bill. 

The intact which opened Oct. 10 
at Syracuse, having Ledova and 
Anita Case, is called the hair-pull- 
Anita Case, is called the Battle of 
Billing unit, which is self-explana- 
tory. 

No unit misses a comedy classifi- 
cation by the actors around Broad- 
way who receive letters from pals 
on the road. The only one so far to 
escape ridiculing is the Pop Cam- 
eron intact, which is called the sun- 
shine unit. Credit for peace on the 
show is laid to Pop’s door, 


Some of the units have been 
dubbed dynamite and other blasting 
titles because of heavy battles be- 
tween actors. The recently com- 
pleted Aunt Jemima-Michon Broth- 
ers unit was one. 

According to the boys and girls 
coming back from these intact trips, 
the first two weeks of the road at 
Syracuse and Rochester’. either 
makes or breaks the thing as far as 
friendliness. Thé two weeks are 
tough babies for laughs and ap- 
plause, they say, and tempers rise 
rapidly as success oozes vut. Flop- 
ping actors get together for sympa- 
thy. The hit act, if any, gets a 
whispered ribbing. 

It leaks, and there is the dandy 
situation to continue for 30 weeks. 


MILLIONAIRE CLOSES 
SYRACUSE OPPOSISH 


Syracuse, N. Y., Oct. 19. 

After a six weeks’ struggle to es- 
tablish a vaudefilm policy in oppo- 
sition to RKO-Keith’s and Loew’s 
State, the Dewitt theatre folded. 

House is under long-term lease to 
Julian S. Brown, local millionaire. 
Brown opened it Sept. 6 simulta- 
neously with his new night club 
here. Acts doubled from the theatre 
to the club. 

Dewitt started with eight. acts, 
booked through the Dows, indie 
agents in New York, and feature 
Picture. Last week the acts were 
cut to six. 

Considered likely that with 
straight films, vaudefilm, newsreel 
and dramatic stock failing—all were 
tried by Brown since he took the 
house about a year ago—the theatre 
may figure in a deal for legit road 
attractions, 

Brown inherited millions from his 
father and will get more millions 
from his mother. 


the 








Postpone Pacific Flier’s 
Sentence for Vaude Date 


Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 

Los Angeles theatre is dickering 
With Moyle and Allen, transpacific 
flyers, for a week’s personal ap- 
pearances at $500 and percentage 
for the team. 

Moyle, under a 30-day sentence 
for drunk driving, has had execu- 
tion of the sentence postponed un- 
til Nov. 2 hoping that the theatre 
date will materialize. 





Burlesquers in Acts 


Three burlesquers are headed for 
vaud? in two 
fathered by Alex 

Bernie Gree n, 
Forte, straight 


Cifferent acts being 
Gerber. 

comic and Joe 
man, from burly- 
Jand, will be teamed for the first 
time in a four-people setup. Harry 


Jackson, comic, heads another act 


with Jules Jennings and Mona 
Lista. 
Condi’s Short 
; Hollywood, Oct. 79. 
“losing with Ringling Brothers, 
‘he Condi family, aerialists, are here 
to do a short for Metro. 
Picture will have a Gubbed ex- 
Planatory sound background. Zion 


Myers will direct it. 





Changing the Route 





They’re doing ‘off to Syra- 
cuse’ now because Buffalo is a 
25% cut. 


Bad Witness, but Court 
Gave Gus Edwards Best 
Of Suit Over Contract 


‘Despite the testimony of the de- 











fendant,’ said the court, a suit over 
a contract was decided in favor of 
Gus Edwards in New York. Ed- 
wards made a bad witness for him- 
self, giving contradictory evidence. 

The matter was heard by Justice 
Bernard L. Shientag. It concerned 
Paul Haakon, 20, a Russian dancer 
whom Edwards had under contract 
which guaranteed a weekly salary 
of $150 for 35 weeks. The suit was 
brought by Christ N. Panduoro, 
father of the dancer, his guardian. 

Edwards contended and was up- 
held that Panduoro, who had 
signed the contract with Edwards 
signed a release in August, 1928, but 
the claimant declared he never 
signed such a paper. Edwards fur- 
ther proved that he paid $70 to the 
dancer’s father as guardian, which 
payment constituted a considera- 
tion, although Edwards said the 
money was rather a gift. 

Haakon’s father sought $2,700 
from Edwards, figured on the pe- 
riod the contract had to go, Ed- 
wards claimed the man came to him 
and said he had a chance to place 
the boy in a show and the release 
was then arranged. The dancer has 
principally appeared in Russian 
cafes here. During the summer, it 
was stated, he was at Southampton, 
L. I, as the protege of a society 
woman. He recently showed at the 
Roxy. 

Judge Frederick E. Goldsmith was 
counsel for Edwards, H. J. Bressler 
appearing for Panduoro. 





200-Ft. Sound Trailers 
For RKO’s Touring Units 


Sound trailers for every unit on 
the RKO intact route may shortly 
be a reality. Royalty agreements 
of $500 per 1,000-foot reel hold for 
trailers except that five 200-foot 
trailers constitute 1,000 feet or the 
$500 in cost. 

Exploitation department of RKO 
is now negotiating with RCA for 
permission to have National Screen 
Service make up 200-foot sound 
trailers for each touring vaude unit. 
Each trailer will consist of bits 
from the acts involved. 


Nudist Dancers in Act 


Maurice and Mildred, nudist 
dance team which opened with the 
new Carroll ‘Vanities,’ leaving later, 
are coming into vaude. It’s prom- 
ised they will do the nearest thing 
to the nude yet on the vaude stage 
in an act te be produced by Lew 
Cantor. 

Placing the team under personal 
eontract, Cantor precedes them for 
vaude with a nitery date at the 
Hollywood Restaurant, Broadway, 
where they opened Sunday (18). 
Meanwhile act with two pianists 
will be rehearsed. 











Mae Murray for Loew's 


K. Sidney, head 
production department 
Mae Murray, for a 
Loew's Century, Baltimore, 
ning Oct. 24. The date is said 
be in the nature showing. 
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Magician with RKO 

Nov. 24 in 
weeks for 
for the 


Blackstone opens 
Youngstown for three 
RKO in the west. An intact 
magician is pending. 


It will be the first magic act 
headlined by RKO in a couple of 
seasons. 


| 
field 


CHESTERFIELD CROSSED 


Owen D. Young Ruins His Plot for 
N. V. A. Benefit Football Game 








Henry Chesterfield's charity foot- 
ball game idea as a fund raiser for 
the N. V. A. Club is off. ‘Owen D. 
Young crabbed it with his charity 
football game suggestion to all col- 
leges for the general unemployed,’ 
Chesterfield stated yesterday (19). 

The meeting with the managers 
which Chesterfield called for last 


this week, with no date set. Chester- 
suggested 
managers through the V. M. A. 

If and when the meeting takes 
place, says Chesterfield, he'll again 





of Loew's | 
week at} 


To} 


|!submit his private collection plan 
|for funds for the N. V. A. It in- 
volves deduction of 1% of working 

salaries for the unfortunate 
actors’ benefit. The same idea and 
others similar to it have heen re- 
jected in the past due to inability 
to collect from the working actors 
even $10 N. V. A. dues for the same 
purpose. 


actors’ 





Series’ Here Drops to 
$1,650 Weekly for RKO 
After $3,000 by Publix 


Pepper Martin will get 
weekly for two RKO vaudeville 
weeks starting Oct. 24 at Louisville, 
with Indianapolis next. Both are 


The Cards’ fielder is currently at 
the Oriental, Chicago, after playing 
last week in St. Louis for Publix 
also. For the two picture house 
weeks he’s getting $3,000 per on a 
direct booking. 

The difference in Martin’s price 
between the first-second and third- 
fourth weeks was measured by his 
attractiveness as a World Series 
hero, The average series hero’s pop- 
ularity lasts around four weeks and 
always wanes after the first week. 

Billy Diamond agented Martin for 
RKO. Martin’s biz mgr. is a team- 
mate, Burleigh Grimes, the pitcher. 





Haley at Paramount 

Haley will play two New 
York weeks for Publix, starting 
Oct. 30 at the B’way Par. 

Week in Brooklyn follows. 


Ta nile 
VaLCnK 


week was, he said, postponed until | 


the meeting to the | 


RKO's Intact Route 


Losing One for 


Acts with 3 Wks Layoffs and 16 Cut 
Salary Weeks—Average Cut 20% 


+ 





Doubling 


According to Joe Frisco, 


comedians do not need straight 





Act Aired at Hip for 





} drome, 


$1,650 | ignored by the act. 


good minor league baseball towns. | 


| Betty 


lafter several requests from Harvey 


men any more because they are 
all talking to themselves. 











Blue Material Not Off 
RKO Circuit—2d Chance 


First 
son by RKO for non-elimination of 


act to be canceled this sea- 


objectionable material is Tom and 


Wonders, 


ng turn, tet 


comedy and danc- 
of 


Tuesday 


the Hippo- 


(13) 


out 


New York, 


| Watkins, ihe Hip’s manager, were 


The objectionable portion occurred 
in a dance Tom Wonders did with a 


stuffed dummy representing a wo- 
man. The various gyrations and 
|}maneuvers were considered blue. 


When repeated requests from Wat- 
kins failed, he informed the RKO 
booking office, which ordered the act 
canceled at once, 

The act is not considered off the 
RKO books entirely, due to the can- 
cellation, but if the offside stuff is 
repeated in another house this will 
happen. 





Orowitz’ Wrong Guess 


E. M. Orowitz, of the RKO vaude 
exploitation department, who al- 
luded to himself as assistant to 
Charlie Freeman, the chain's book- 
ing head, will not be in Freeman’s 
department. 

Orowitz remains in the exploita- 
tion department. It is a part of 
RKO theatre operating division. 








Amateurs Take Over Black Art as 
Oldtimers Drift from Vande Stages 








Los Angeles, Oci. 18. 

That the good old art of magic 
has not disappeared entirely, de- 
spite the decreasing number of ma- 
gicians on the stage, is evidenced 
here by the business of Floyd Thay- 
er, largest manufacturer of magic 
paraphernalia in the country. But 
the professional is not keeping it 
going—it’s the amateur. 

At one time the magician was one 
of the bulwarks of the entertain- 
ment field. Not only did he hold 
forth in the legit and vaude fiélds, 
but in the Chautauqua and Ly- 
ceum end as well. Today most of 
these avenues are closed to the 
trickster and his main field now in 
in clubs. 

Survivors 

Thurston, Blackstone, Cardini, Fred 
Keating, Duval, Dante, Chris Charl- 
ton, The Great Raymond, Frakson 
and one or two others are about the 
only ones left in vaude. Around 
New York, Burch MacDonald, Nate 
Leipzig, Alan Shaw, Frank Shep- 
ara, Ronclere and The Great Leon 
are sticking to club work. In Los 
Angeles and San Francisco, Steve 
| tuhasz, Manuel and Hugh John- 
| son are about the only disappear- 
lads who work. 

Thayer claims the big houses had 
| 





ing 


1. lot to do with the magicians losing 
A guy in the last row of 
the baleony has little chance of 
spotting an ace or a deuce. Trans- 
portation became a big item when 
tried to buy big illusions, so 
art started to slip. 
Today, most of the boys are sat- 
isfied to carry some cigarets, a deck 
of cards and a few billiard balls. 
They work with them and a line 
jef chatter. Most times the tricks 
jare better than the chatter. 
Amateurs don't go in for the big 
stuff. They want small tricks with 
ian easy gimmick. Fifty bucks is 
about top for an amateur’s trick, 


ground. 





but a few who are nuts on the 
cubject go for one cabinet or an 
illusion, 
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LUCKY 20-FT. FALL 


Lucile Bright Escaped With Black 
Eye in Syracuse 








Syracuse, N- Y., Oct. 19. 

Falling 20 feet to the stage of the 
Syracuse theatre when a wooden 
control bar snapped, Lucile Bright, 
billed as ‘The Personality Girl,’ es- 
caped with a severe laceration of 
the face and a black eye. She was 
rendered unconscious in the plunge. 

Miss Bright was being lowered by 
a cable from the top of the loft to 
the stage for a number at the time 
of the accident. She was carried 
from the footlights by members of 
the chorus, and given emergency 
treatment in her dressing room. 





Partington In 

Jack Partington arrives in New 
York from the Coast Friday (23) 
to join Frank Cambria and Boris 
Petroff as a unit producer for the 
Paramounts, New York and Brook- 
lyn. 

Partington, Publix’s stager at 
the Paramount, Los Angeles, since 
last fall, recently was handed a new 
contract, 

Hie is eastbound by boat. 


Polly Moran Over All 


Polly Moran, the Metro person- 








ality, will play the entire Loew 
vaude circuit starting Oct. 31. 
Miss Moran is finishing a trip 
over the Loew deluxers., 
Joe Wood with Rogers 
Joe VYood, the former Times 
| Square cafe man, will be asso- 





ciated with Al Rogers in the lat- 
ter’s RKO agency. 
Rogers last week received a fran- 


RKO is now faced with the claim 
of all acts that on the intact route, 


the longest consecutive regular 


vaudeville booking In the country, 


The 


it’s impossible to save money. 
] New 


16 cut-sal 


York 


ary weeks 


the 


betiween 
28 


necessary 


and coast in working 


veeks out of 31 to make 


> a 


he trip, is the reason. 
The RKO intact route as it pres- 
ently stands, with the cuts, is: 
Union Hill, N. J., and Yonkers, 
N. Y.—Seven days (break-in); half 
salary. 

Kenmore, New York—Last half; 
‘New York salary’ (about 15% cut). 


Madison, New York—First half; 
New York salary.’ 

Chester, New York—Last half; 
New York salary.’ 


Syracuse—Full week; full salary. 
Rochester—Full week; full salary. 
Cleveland—Full week; full salary. 
Toledo—Full week; 25% cut. 





Milwaukee—Full week; 25% cut. 

Minneapolis—Full week; full sal- 
ary. 

St. Paul—Full week; 25% cut. 

Winnipeg—Six days; 25% cut on 
7-day salary. 

Layoff full week. 

Vancouver—Six days; six-sey- 


enths, pro rata. 

Seattle—Full week; full salary. 

Tacoma—Full week; 25% cut. 

Portland, Ore——Full week; 25% 
eut. Py 

Sacramento—Three days; 3/7, pro 
rata, ~ 

Layoff 3 days. 

San Francisco—Full 
salary. 

Oakland—Full week; full salary. 

Los Angeies—Full week; full sal- 
ary. 

Layoff full week. 

Salt Lake City—Full week; 256% 
ent, 

Omaha—Full week; full salary. 

Oklahoma City—Full week; full 
salary, 

Layoff full week. 

Dallas—Full week; 25% cut. 

San Antonio—Full week; 25% cut. 

New Orleans—Full week; full sal- 
ary. 

Atlanta—Full week; 25% cut. 

Birmingham—Six days; 6/7, pro 
rata, 


week; full 


Acts Want More 


Cut salaries are based on the no- 
cut week amounts, with the latter 
set by the booking office as an 
act’s regular salary. An act with 
regular salary set by RKO at $300 
a week will average $229 a week 
on the intact route; the combined 
cuts average over 20% a week. 

This condition has raised the ask- 
ing prices on most acts during the 
setting of salaries. RKO has 
started to counteract this by cut- 
ting regular salaries to minimum 
in addition to the 20% average cut 
on the route. 





Agents Told to Revive 
Their Arbitration Board 


RKO agents were called together 
yesterday (Monday) by Charlie 
Freeman and asked to reorganize 
the now defunct agents’ arbitration 
board. Freeman stated the book- 
ing office has tried for a year or 
more to settle the agents’ disputes, 


everybody, besides having much of 
its time taken up with arguments 
that concerned only the agents fn- 
volved. 

RKO agents established their own 
arbitration board about two years 
ago following dissolution of the old 
Agents’ Association, Their own 
board arbitrated all disputes for 
them. A revival of that was SU Sey 
gested by Freeman, 

The booking office states it is 
willing to settle matters as a last 
resort and only when the agents 
cannot settle them in the future. 
Majority of disputes among agents 
concern representation of acts. 


ATTACH FIFI 
Detroit, Oct. 19. 

Lyons & Lyons attached 10% of 
Fifi D’Orsay’s salary while she was 
playing a feur-day engagement for 
Butterfield in Ann Arbor, on a court 
order. 

Agency claims she is holding out 








chise from the booking office. 


commission due. 


but has been unable to satisfy . 
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Overnight Rebound to Stage Shows 
In L. A. Has Houses in Mad Scramble 





Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 

Necessity of stage shows may 
turh the entire town upside down 
with a sharp veering toward live 
entertainment. 
Warners is breaking 
considered a hard and 
fast rule and putting in presenta- 
tions at the WB Hollywood, with 
Gus Arnheim’s orchestra on stage 
as the attraction. 

fard’s downtown grind, 


Already 
what was 


opening 
operated 


by Lou Bard, added vaude for Sat- 
urdays and Sundays, four acts 
booked by Meikeljohn’s. 


Two RKO Bills? 

RKO has the eight-act policy in 
vogue with over $2,000. average im- 
provement indicated—and above 
that on its first week. Ma Ken- 
nedy (Aimee. McPherson’s mother) 
and What-a-Man Hudson open here 
Noy. 12 at $2,000, with a possibility 
the Orpheum will also add on stage 


shows. One idea Cliff Work pre- 
sented to Joe Plunkett when the 
RKO theatres’ gen. mgr. was here 
was to spot the RKO intacts into 
the Orph and book six acts locally 
for the RKO, giving both houses 
vaude. Work is 100% sold on stage 


shows 
Harold B. Franklin is pepping up 
downtown since taking over the 
Par with U.A. by putting David 
Mendoza with 55 musicians onstage, 
booking Maurice Chevalier at $10,- 
000 next week (with percentage it 
may bring it up to $15,000), and 
going in for big shows. 
Warners Gives In 
Warners 


also 


after a sad experience 


; LESTER 


AND 


GARSON 


IN A FANCHON & MARCO IDEA 
Management, WM. PERLBERG 

















two years ago was adamant in its 
attitude against no stage entertain- 
ment. But with the new 2,500-seat- 
er, the Western, opening, it mini- 
mized the number of quality pic- 
turgs for the Duwntown and Hoily- 
wood, eliminating the policy of day- 
and-dating the choicer product. It 
will force outside pix into both 
stands, with the Downtown re- 
tained for straight pictures first 
run, and the Hollywood bolstering 
its product with a 
show. Gus Arnheim at $4,500 
will be further augmented 
cialty acts. The Arnheim date will 
be in the nature of a ‘farewell party’ 
to the local fav who 


stage 
a week 
by 


lesser 


spe- 


leaves the 
Hotel Ambassador's Cocoanut Grove 
for MCA into the Fores club, New 
Orleans, and on tour, 

Franklin is operating the Par and 
U.A. individually, apart from How- 
ard Hughes, with taik of a Hughes- 
Franklin disassociation on the oth- 
er H-F theatres. 

Bard’s paves the for the 
downtown indies, who will be forced 
into stage shows inevitably. 

Million Dollar is back with slx 
acts of vaude, also booked by Mei- 
keljohn, 


way 





All Colored Unit 


Week of Nov. 6 the Brooklyn 
Paramount will play an all colored 
unit in conjunction with Cab Callo- 
way’'s orchestra. 

Unit will be produced. by Irving 
Mills, Calloway'’s manager, 





Sundays at Times Sq. 


Sunday concerts at Times Square 
will be resumed at the Selwyn Sun- 
day (25), with 19 acts. Jack Linder 
will kook the shows. 

Caron Bros., independents, have 
taken over the legit house for Sun- 
days only. 
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JACK CURTIS 
1561 Broadway 
NEW YORK CITY 
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EUROPEAN 


LARTIGUE & FISCHER AL GROSSMAN 


39 Avenue des Champs Elysees 
PARIS 


LOEW-INDEPENDEN1 


160 West 46th St. 
NEW YORK CITY 


English Actor Surplus 





(Continued from page 1) 


While a comparatively simple mat- 
ter to book foreign talent-into New 
York shows when that talent is still 
abroad, it is almost impossible to 
place them again once they are over 
here. 

With some of the English shows 
seemingly weak and with the for- 
eigners anxious to remain over here 
as long as possible, only outlet for 
agents is to ship the actors to Hol 
lywood for picture work. 

Picture studios have turned down 
quite a number of British actors re- 
cently on the grounds it is too dif- 
ficult to adapt the Londoners to 
American methods and mannerisms, 
with it impossible to cast them as 
anything but Englishmen. 

Peculiar situation of the money 
deflation in England at present is 
making the thing more irritating 
to American actors. All the Eng- 
lishmen on this side are'getting paid 
in American dollars, a bigger in- 
come at the same salary ratio than 
they would be having on their own 
soil. Americans find it practically 
prohibitive to go to .England at 
present unless stipulating that they 
be paid in English pounds, accept- 
ing 20% for exchange to dollars 





Spending Spree 


(Continued from page 1) 


everybody free all over the entire 
city from 9:30 a. m.: until noon to 
bring the shoppers into the loop, 
where bands and entertainment 
were the draw at 50 stores. 

A carload of apples was given 
away on the streets, schools were 
closed, while state, city and county 
offices closed for half a day, 
Hitting the unemployment buga- 
boo at the belt line, stores gave jobs 
to 5,000 extra salespeople; hotel 
rooms were free to out-of-town 
shoppers for from 9 a.m, until 6 
p. m. Even taxis joined the party, 
with free rides for two hours into 
the bannered loop. 

Publix theatres heid opening 
prices, usually off at 1:30 p. m., 
until 6 p. m., while both RKO houses 
did record business at the standard 
scale. 

Milwaukee, Des Moines and Kan- 
sas City were among’ cities having 
commercial secretanies here to study 
results of events, with idea of copy- 
ing it there. 

Estimated 175,000 of St. Paul's 
271,000 inhabitants were in the loop 
at the height of the spending spree, 
which paid big dividends at low 
cost. 





Lenetska on His Own 


Harry Lenetska is leaving 
William Morris agency in 
weeks, 

It is understood he'll connect as 
an RKO agent with his own fran- 
chise, or as an associate. 


Vaud in H. O. H. 


The Harlem opera house on 125th 
street, New York, started playing 
five acts, indie booked, last week. 
Several colored acts as the theatre 
is in the middle of the great colored 
district. 

Manhattan Playhouse 


the 
two 





has the 











house. 
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WASTED ARBITRATION 


Lyons & Lyons Tried to Sneak in 
On Jenie Jacobs’ Act 








Arbitration was conducted. by the 
Agent's association on Jenie Jacobs’ 
charges that Lyons & Lyons igad 
tried to book one of her acts, Yorke 
and King, into a Shubert show, de- 
spite knowing that she was the act’s 
regular agent. 

Trouble while Yorke and King 
were in London recently in a show, 
‘The Hour Glass.’ Miss Jacobs, ad- 
vised of their imminent return, got 
them an offer from Lee Shubert for 
the proposed George Jessel musical. 
Before they returned Lyons & 
Lyons sent-the act a cable offering 
them the same show. To this, Miss 
Jacobs says, Yorke and King did not 
reply, then getting a second cable 
from Lyons & Lyons reading ‘Stop 
stalling, when do you sail?’ 

Yorke and King replied to this 
cable by a reading ‘What is 
the show? Sailing September 24.’ 

When arriving in New. York, 
were met by Miss Jacobs, who then 
got the whole story... She_immedi- 
ately took the matter up with the 
Agents’ Association, charging Lyons 
and Lyons with unethical procedure. 


wocira 
vy aa © 


Miss Jacobs poined out that an ad- 
vertisement of Yorke and King has 
appeared every week in ‘Variety’ for 
months mentioning Miss Jacobs as 
the act’s agent, also a full page 
mentioning Miss Jacobs as their rep 
the same week L. & L. cabled. 


Lyons and Lyons used the usual 
alibis and then made a gesture of- 
fering to accept half the commission 
involved, which Miss Jacobs turned 
down. 

Arbitration was held with Lyons 
and Lyons awarded one third of the 
fee. 

Report is the show 
not be produced, so 
ache may have been a complete 
waste of time, except as showing 
up methods used by some agents. 


will probably 
all the head- 


Sunday Vaude in Bronx 





Brandt's Windsor, Bronx, 
Sunday films, will try vaude instead 
on that day, Oct. 25. If it pans out the 
three Brandt windows will probably 
adopt that policy. 

Eight acts, combined with talking 
shorts, will be used. Grind policy, 
at a low top from 1 to 11 p: m 

Brandt’s Sunday films usually 
havé been double features. 


playing 


Erie Didn’t Open 

Because of labor trouble, the five 
acts which Warner had booked to 
open. the vaude policy at the War- 
ner, Erie, Pa., last week, were can- 
celled. 

House will continue on an all film 
policy until the labor trouble is 


— 


All Vaudeville, 
No Films at All 
At Kedzie, Chi 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 


Kedzie theatre on the west side 


saturday (17) with the only 
all-stage variet 


opened S 
y policy in the coun. 
a full 
concerned 
York Pal. 


It plays eight 
and is 


try. acts on 
less 


New 


week even 


with films than the 


ace. No newsreel or trailer with 
the projection booth completely 
dark. : 

John Billsbury, an RKO agent, 


interested Edward W. Monaco, local: 


physician’s son, in the project and 
he’s financing. Billsbury is operat. 
ing and Dick Hoffman booking. 
Four stage hands and a six-piece 
orchestra are employed. The uniens 
are reported co-operating in this at. 
tempt to determine whether 'vauda- 
ville can get by itself, for the 
benefit of everybody concerned. 


over 


Opening bill is composed chiefly . 


of standard acts, including. Billy 
‘Swede’ Hall, Tabor and Greene, 
Princeton and Renee, Bob Stickney, 


Frances Kennedy and the Five 
Sakuras., 
Policy’ is three-a-day on full 


week, with the scale topped at 60¢ 
on Saturday and Sunday nights. A 








30c matinee price is aimed at the 
housewives. 

Felix Ferdinando’s band at Le 
Chateau, Manchester, N, H., balle 
room until Nov. 16. 

JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 


Valace Theatre Bidg., 
New York City 











PERFORMERS 


Earn Big Money During Layoff 


I have a unique plan. NO 


SELLING. Come in, let's talk 
it over—any day, 10 A. M. to 
2 -P. A car is an asset. 


HARRY VOLTAIRE 


Formerly with Fred Stone 
Suite 714 122 E. 42nd St. N. Y. 




















Liazeed Arabs 


NOW APPEARING AT 


RKO PALACE, NEW YORK (WEEK OCT. 17) 


Direction, WEBER & SIMON AGENCY 
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POSTPONING OUR EUROPEAN ENGAGEMENTS 


HARRY > FRANCES USHER 


NOW HEADLSNING FANCHON and MARCO’S ‘ROUND THE WORLD’ IDEA 


This Week FOX, BROOKLYN Week Oct. 23, ACADEMY OF MUSIC and AUDUBON, NEW YORK 
Thanks to FANCHON & MARCO and WILLIAM PERLBERG 
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Watch for Release of ‘All Sealed Up’ a Paramount Picture Featuring Charlie 


RAY HULING «0 ws seu CHARLIE 


ARE NOW (WEEK OCT. 17) PRESENTING THEIR 


NOVELTY AT 


RKO HIPPODROME, NEW YORK 
OPENING ON RKO INTACT OCTOBER 31 


Personal Representative.—N 


. E. MANWARING, MAX GORDON OFFICE 


—— 





a, 
—————, 





——— 





PEGGY 





THIRD RETURN ENGAGEMENT AT RKO PALACE, 


RY." GOLDEN, INC., presents 


G.. New York 


Ss "American 
Peggy Taylor and Gary l.eon, 
tional adagio act in v: audeville.’ 


NEW YORK 


TAYLOR and LEON in “KITCHEN PIRATES” 
RKO PALACE, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK (OCTOBER 17) 


*” Oct. 19th, says. oon 
who bring the 


“Direction, CHARLES MORRISON 
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Jones, Linick & Schaefer Back with 
6-Act Vaude Bill at Loop Theatre 





Chicago, Oct. 19. 
On Oct. 22, the Rialto will close, 
to be reopened Oct. 31, as a first- 


run vaude house under the new 
Jabel of the Loop theatre. le. 
opening will herald the return of 
the firm of Jones, Linick and 
Schaefer to active theatrical enter- 
prise locally. 

Much coin will be spent on the 
gpot, with the feeling running high 


locally that the time is hot for the 
return of plenty vaude in the mid- 
west. Figuring to cost $16,000 for 
redecorating and altering, with the 
entire front to get a neon coating. 
Budget of $5,000 has been set aside 
for newspaper display copy. 
Johnny Jones will manage the 
house, and also book. He is re- 
opening his former vaude offices in 
the Woods building, and has es- 
tablished contact with vaude 
agencies in the east. Theatre will 
play six acts with two name head- 


. iners. 


2nd Full Week 


It will be the sécond full week 
yaude stand in Chicago. Openings 
on Saturday, against the RKO Pal- 
ace, playing four shows daily. Pic- 
tures also on the program, but to 
be secondary to stage talent, which 
in all cases will draw the heavy 
billing. Prices will run to 50c on 
week-days, and 60c on the big days. 

Click of the Loop will mean that 
the present all-picture Woods will 
go live talent. Present straight 
picture policy is staggering. John- 
ny Jones is now dickering with sev- 
eral stage show producers for the 
job. Idea is to use shows of the 
intimate revue type. 

Entire deal will reset the J. L. & 
S. firm in business locally after a 
more than four year lay-off. Both 
theatres will be run together in the 
dailies for combo ads under a 
heavy plugging of the J. L. & S. 








DeWitt, Syracuse, Tries 
Almost ~~ Once 


Syracuse, N. Y., Oct. 19. 
Billy Purl’s mi ; 
imMmy furis musical conied rep 
company,which baod in Kingston 
—-— ee 
N. Y., Saturday, opened at the De- 
witt theatre here yesterday, the re- 


sult of an eleventh hour booking ar- 


rangement that came as a surprise 


The Dewitt, vaudfilm for six 
weeks, was to close Friday night. 
Julian S. Brown, lessee, had notified 
Manager Howard Kelley to that ef- 


fect, and the order had been passed 
along to all employes. 

Late Friday night, Assistant Man- 
ager Stewart Steves received a note 
from Brown advising that the Pur! 
company would open on Sunday. 

The new policy is the fifth to be 
introduced since Brown, local mil- 
lionaire and night club owner, as- 
sumed the lease of the theatre, for- 
merly the Empire, about a year ago. 


Denver Goes i. Tab 


Denver, Oct. 19. 
The Empress reopened Sunday 
(11) with good attendance at every 
show on a grind and tab musical 


comedy show policy. Ten to 30 
cents. 
Chas. H. Ernst is the manager 


and the following are in the troupe: 
Joe Marion, Marvel Shackelton, Ione 
O’Donnell, Jack Scott, Byron Davis, 
Winona Martin, Dan Singler, Louise 
Davis, Bob Wills, Joe Clifford, Billy 
Elliott, Virginia Estes, Flora Joyce, 
Fred Milton, Cecile O’Dowd, Leone 
MacFarland, Wanda Day, Madge 
O’Dowd, Babe Stroder, Stella Elliott 
and Madge Carmelle. 





Stock Burl at St. L. 


St. Louis, Oct. 19. 
Gayety opens with stock bur- 
lesque Oct. 24 in opposition to the 
Columbia wheel Garrick. 
Sam Reider has the Gayety. 
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The recent withdrawal of the! 
Minskys from a production and | 
‘. ; 
playing arrangement with the Irv- ! 
ling Place as well as the now set | 


COLUMBIA LOSING APOLLO 


Minskys’ Uptown House Withdraw- 
ing Nov. 7 from Wheel 








Columbia wheel shows will stop 
playing the Minskys’ Apollo (125th 
street) Nov. 7, with the house tak- 
ing on all-stock burlesque Nov. 8. 

The status of circuit shows at 
Minskys’ Central on Broadway re- 


Actors Replacing Flash Act 
Producers in Vaude—Easiest Way 








main unchanged. They 


elimination of Columbia shows from | 


the Apollo is regarded as a break 
between the Columbia and the 
That this break will eventu 
in wheel also 
dropping the Central is accepted as 
a matter of time. 

The Apollo and Republic stock 
companies will alternate weekly be- 
tween the two houses. 


PEOPLE‘S, NEW YORK 


(STOCK) 
Looks like a hopeless task ahead 
of this co-op bunch down on the 
Bowery. It doesn’t seem possible 


SKYVS. 


result outfits 


ally 





level of the gross, with the busi- 
ness Thursday night (15) as a 
guide and the weather that night 
perfect for average attendance or 
better. Biz terrible and the per- 
formance didn’t rate anything 
more. 

About 560 people downstairs at 
the 50c scale for the first 15 rows 
and 30c in the rear. Fair on the 
shelf, mostly rail huggers there. 

A burlesque show today must get 
dirty to hold and attract the small 
strictly stag trade burlesque re- 
tains. If not dirty it must have 
something else. If with neither 
dirt nor else it stands no chance. 
Not that the People’s stock is clean; 
it just isn’t dirty enough to attract 
what little there is left for bur- 
lesque, especially on the Bowery 
where something warm is antici- 
pated and where a few slummers 
might be drawn. 

Two couples in a side box walked 

(Continued on page 54) 


Columbia Wheel 


Weeks of Oct. 19 and 26 


Bare Facts—Lyric, Bridgeport; 26, Apollo, 
New York, 

cant Fun Show—L. 0.; 26, Hudson, Union 

Big Rev—Garrick, St. Louis; 26, Star and 
Garter, Chicago. 

Bohemians — Gayety, Washington; 26, 
Academy, Pittsburgh. 

Facts and Figures—L. 0O.; 26, Garrick, 
St. Louis. 

Flapper 
Lyric, Bridgeport. 

Footlight Flashes—Plaza, Worcester; 26, 
Howard, Boston. 

Frivolities of 1932—Gayety, Baltimore; 26, 
Gayety, Washington. 

Giggles—Empress, Cincinnati; 26, L. O. 
Girls from the Follies—Gayety, Buffalo; 
26, Plaza, Worcester. 

Girls in Blue—Apollo, New ‘York; 26, 

Newark; 26, 


Central, New York, 
oh. Ho Everybody—Empire, 

Hindu Belles—Empire, Toledo; 26, L. O. 

Kuddling Kuties—Central, New York; 26, 
Star, Brooklyn, 

Liberty Beiles—Star, Brooklyn; 26, Irving 
Place, New York. 

London Gayety Girle—L. O.; 26, Gayety, 
Buffalo. 

Nite Life In Paris—Academy, Pittsburgh; 
26, Lyric, Dayton. 





Follies—Howard, Boston; 26, 


Novelties of 1932—Irving Place, New 
York; 26, Route 1. 

Playin’ Around—Route 1; 26, Empire, 
Newark. 

Pleasure Seekers—Hudson, Union City; 
26, Gayety, Brooklyn. 

Rhumba Girls—Lyric, Dayton; 26, Em- 


press, Cincinnati. 

Sam Raynor and His Gang—Star and Gar- 
ter, Chicago; 26, Gayety, Detroit. 

Satan's Daughters—Gayety, Detroit; 26, 
Empire, Toledo. 

Step Lively Girls—Gayety, Brooklyn; 26, 
Trocadero, Philadelphia, 

Sugar Babies—Trocadero, Philadelphia; 26, 
Gayety, Baltimore. 


continue 
] 
there temporarily anyway. | 


Min- | 


for them to cut the overhead to the |} 


Dizzy Stocks 





Burlesque Sto¢ K mavVv have 
been a bit dizzy around the 
dD. Ow lately. 

Several companie h 
stopped cold but others a 
continuiny with the hope ‘old 


weather will pull them thro 











Bronx-B’klyn Casts 


Personnel of the new stocks at 
the Gotham, Bronx, and Werba’s, 
Brooklyn, is: 

Gotham—Art Gardner, Micke 


Marwood, Joe Hill, sob «6Taylor, 
Mack White, Buddy Abbott, Elaine 
Stewart, Claire Adair, Dorothy 





Youngstown’s Tabs 
Young O., Oct. 19. 
Matt Kolb and Dick Dillon are re- 
ported set to open their 


ystown, 


new musi- 
cal tab at the Hippodrome. 
dark since last spring. 

The Princess, slated to remain 
closed this season, also has ushered 
in new tab season, 
Haulk’s ‘Sunshine Revue.’ House 
will continue the burlesque policy 
indefinitely. 


THiouse 





Kaplan’s 2d Walk 


Eddie Kaplam, who walked out on 
Izzy Hurst in the latter’s Philadel- 
phia stock some time ago, did an- 
other walkout last week when leav- 
ing Katz’s Gotham stock, Brooklyn. 
Mickey Markwood replaced Kaplan. 

Gotham: also replaced Chick Hun- 
ter with Jack Long. 


y | ing a comedy 
jor three girl 


and novelty and comedy acts by 
vaude producers is practically ata 
standstill. The percentage of pro- 
rs with full stage acts on their 
rehearsing in halls is neg- 
igzil Booking office budgets com- 
bined with railroading transfer 
angles, ete., is the answer to the 
present dearth of full stage ideas 
Most of the producers who a 
couple years back were turning out 





Ahearn, Giggles Leonard, Agnes 
Nichols, Virginia Musio, Betty Ab- 
bott. 

Werba’s—Jack Long, Lulu Leroy, 
George Carroll, Ryan Wolf, Harry 
Leff, Virginia Jones, Donna Davis, 
Marion Wakefield, Ritzi Phillips, 
Jean Cerman, Hazel Devine, Boob 
Blair, 

The stocks, using 24 girls, alter- 
nate each week, Chorines also | 
move. 


with Arthur 


Production of full stage flashes 


the flash and comedy flash 
have gone the easiest way 

This consists in collect- 
team and adding two 
specialty dancers or 
singers for -pace changing. Producer 
saves all scenery charges and cuts 
out one or more people considered 
necessary for full stage acts. Be- 
sides this these acts in ‘one’ are put 
on quickly due to familiarity of fea- 
tured team several routines. 
Break-in dates are easier to secure 
because of the small change an act 
of this type can take without scen- 
ery, traveling in cars. 

Most of the full stage acts now 
around the vaude houses have been 
put on by actors themselves. They 
will gamble where the producer 
cannot. The producer must get a 
profit besides paying off his invest- 
ment. Actors for some reason or 
other forget about original cost and 
are only interested in a consecutive 
route. They figure the scenery can 
be used again sometime or if not, 
it was a means to a route. 

Many performers, due to economic 
conditions in vaude, are giving the 


many of 
type 
in vaude. 


acis, 


with 


With the elimination of scenery 
costs, those 20 to 25-week guaran- 





tees on producers’ contracts, are not 
such a headache. 





“BACK AGAIN” 


LEO BAYER 


AUTHOR 


SPECIALIZING IN VAUDEVILLE 
MATERIAL 
Phone PEnn 6-9875 
234 West 44th St., New York 
Room 700 














producers a dandy break on money. © 














This Week (Oct. 17) RKO Palace, New York 


3 RIO BROS. 


Presenting 
“A Page from Campus Humor” 
RKO INTACT SHOW TO FOLLOW 


(Eddie Rio Is Creator of Saturday 
Night Bathtub Scene) 


Personal Representatve, NICK AGNETA 























PLAYING RKO CIRCUIT 





Direction: 


HEADLINING 


HARRY FITZGERALD 


' DAVE GENARO 


BOOKED SOLID UNTIL FEB., 1932 


OCT. 17, DALLAS, TEXAS 














INCLUDING TWO WEEKS AT THE PALLADIUM 


American Representative: —LEE STEWART 


CLIFFORD ann MARION 


RETURNING HOME OCTOBER 27TH AFTER SUCCESSFUL LONDON ENGAGEMENT 

















LAUGHING HIT WITH 


FANCHON & MARCO'S “TIN TYPES” IDEA—STAGED BY LEONIDOFF 


PRESSLER AnD KLAIS 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (OCT. 24) 
THIS WEEK 


Numerals in connection with bills below ind.cate opening day of 


(OCT. 17) 


show, whether full or split week 














RKO 





NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (24) 
Bert Lahr 
(Others to fill) 
17) 
Idazeed Araba 
- Rio Bros 
Wills & Davis 
Boswell Sis 
Puck & White 
James Barton 





Royal 

Ist half (24-27) 
V Harris & Griffin 
Harry Jackson 
Marion Sunshine 
Chas Ahearn 

2d half (28-30) 
Lang & Lawley 
Handers & Millis 
Dorothy Wahi 
Kay & Franklia 











Norma Terris Al K Hall 
When You Purchase 
POWELL | 
You're 
BUYIN’ THE BEST 
in Rhythm 
Suggest 
U C LEDDY & SMITH 

















Kitchen Pirate 


Chester 

ist half (24-27) 
Fred Pisano 
Lillian Shade 
Yorke & King 
(One to fill) 

2d half (28-30) 
Yoki Japs 
Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 
Marcella’s Dancers 

2¢ half (21-23) 
Vardelie Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
Teck Murdock 
Emil Boreo 


Coliseum 

ist half (24-27) 
Seller & Wills 
Pert Kelton 
Ben Meroff Bd 
(One to fill) 

2d half (28-30) 
eto fill) 

2d half (21-23) 
Mangean Girls 
Gale & Carson 
Cradie Snatchers 
Rosetta Duncan 

86th St. 

Ist half (24-27) 
Janet Reade 
Eddie Cantor 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (28-30) 
Britt Wood 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (21-23) 
Paul Yocan 
Wayne & Purcell 
Santos & Butler 
Benny Meroff Bd 

Fordham 


ist haif (24-27) 
Radcliffe & Bob 
Eddie Nelson 
A & M Havel 
(One to fill) 

2d half (28-30) 
Seller & Wills 
Janet Reade 
me tit Causee 
(One to fill) 

2d half (21-23) 
Robbins 3 
Bernard & Garry 
Harry Savoy 
Dave Apollon 


Ist half (24-27) 
Walters 2 
Mandy Randolph 
Handers & Miilis 
Geo Jessel 

2a half (28-30) 
Joe Wallace 
Carroll's Chal Rev 
Chas Ahearn 

2a half (21-28) 
Arleys 
Eva Clark 
Lewis & Dody 
Elaine Sis 
Sequel! of Rhythm 
Mel Klee 
Hippodrome (24) 
Roxy LakRocca 
Joe Wong & Fumi 
Whitey & Ed Ford 
Lytell & Fant 


Amandy Randolph 


2d half (21-23) 
DeLong 3 


Bevan & Renee 
Hickey Bros 

Billy Elliott 
Medley & Dupree 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Joe Termint 
Ann Codee 
Vanessi Co 
Trizie Friganza 
(17) 


Broken Toys 

Maker & Redford 

Rita Burgess Gould 

Johnny Burke 

Al B White 

BUFFALO, N. Y. 

Hippodrome (24) 

Ruiz & Bonita 

Al Abbott 

Bomby & Gang 

June Carr 

6 Galenos 

(1T) 

& Elgins 

Edith Bow 

Clyde Cook 

Bernice & Emily 

Frank Libuse 

C’D’ RAPIDS, IA. 

Keith's 

ist half (24-27) 

(To fill) 

2d half (28-30) 

Bob Ripa 

McCann Sis 

Lubin Larry & A 

2d half (21-23) 

Turner Bros 

Danny Duncan Co 

Nan Halperin 

CHICAGO, ILL 
Palace (24) 

Gwynne Co 

Keller Sis & Lynch 

Weaver Bros & E 

Home Folks 





(17) 


Ada Brown 
Ferry Corway 
Pop Cameron 
(17) 
3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 
Rimac’s Orch 
DES MOINKS, IA. 
Keith’s 
ist half (24-27) 
McCann Sis 
Bob Ripa 
Lubin Larry & A 
2d half (28-30) 
8 Ft of Rhythm 
Furman S & L 
Johnny Barry Co 
2d half (21-23) 
Marion Wilkins Co 
Jack Major 
Hunter & Percival 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Hollywood 
Ist half (24-27) 
El Cleve 
Walter Walters 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (28-20) 
Ward & Van 
(Three to fill) 
2d haif (21-23) 
Bob Bob & Bobbie 
DeToregoes 
(Two to fill) 
FLINT, MICH, 
Plaza (24) 
Flo Mayo 
Our Gang Kids 
IND’POLIS, IND. 
Keith’s (24) 
Helen Carlson 





Albee (24) 
Arthur Petley Co 
Foster & Van 
Wells & 4 Fays 
Estelle Taylor 
Harry Savoy 
(17) 
Betty Jane Cooper 
Bobby Pincus 
Norman Thomas 
Benny Ross 
Pepito 

Flushing 
ist half (24-27) 
Chaney & Fox 
Britt Wood 
Violet Carlson 
(One to fill) 
2d half (28-30) 
Pert Kelton 
Ben Meroff Bd 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (21-23) 
Royal Uyeno Japs 
Aunt Jemima 
Bert Gordon 
Theodore En & N 


Kenmore 
ist half (24-27) 
Geraid Griffin 
Naro Lockford Co 
Rosita Duncan 
(One to fill) 
2d half (28-30) 
Johnny Pastime Ry 
Harriett Lee 
Wm Gaxton Co 
Radcliff & Bob 
2d half (21-23) 
Jimmy Barchill Co 
Foley & LaTour 
Oscar Lorraine 
Eddie Deas Orch 


Ist half (24-27) 
Yoki Japs 
Honey Boys 


our pal, 


- “GREETINGS” IDEA _ 


BUSTER and BROWN 


Appreciation to Fanchon & 


Marco and 


Hyman Schaliman 








Gilbert Bros 
Grace Doro 
Shean & Cantor 
Healey & Cross 
Sid Page 
Donatella Bros Co 
Barry & Whitiedge 
Diamond Boys 
CHICAGO, IL... 
Kedzie (17-20) 
Howard S & B 
Chas Brugge 
Billy Swede Hall 
Princeton & Renee 
Bob Stickney Co 
Tabor & Greene 
Frances Kennedy 
5 Sakuras 
2d half (21-24) 
Gus Thalero Gang 
West Lake & Hane 
Gordon & Day 
Don Galvan 
Billy Weinberg Co 
Joe Christy Co 
4 Clovers 
(One to fill) 
CINCINNATI, 0O. 

Albee (24) 
Yacopi Tr 
Morton .& Parks 
Rosette & Luttman 
Jim McWilliams 
L Armstrong Bd 

* (17) 

Gwynne Co 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Weaver Bros & E 





Wills & Davis 
Marcella’s Dancers 
2d half (28-30) 
Fred Pisano 
Miss Patricola 
Yorke & King 
(One to fill) 

ist half (21-23) 
Elton Rich Co 
Radcliff & Bob 
Harris & Frankie 
Monoff & Strong 

AKRON, 0O. 
Pal 


ace 

Ist half (24-27) 
Bill Robinson 
‘Hot From Harlem’ 

2d half (28-30) 
Great Walendos 
James Hall 
Hugh Skelly Co 
Ross Wyse Co 

2d half (21-28) 
Russian Revels 
Geo K Arthur 
June Carr 





Lew Pollack Co 


6 Galenos 











EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


EN ROCK 











Mel Klee 
6 Belfords 

(17) 
Hatt & Hermar 
Raymond Baird 
Devito & Denny 


Ray Huling & Seal 


Lockfords 
Brady & Wells 
Eddie Nelson Co 
Rath Bros 
Jefferson 

lst half (24-27) 
(Harvard M & K 
Bvelyn Wilson 
Hickey Bros 
Bevan & Renee 
Marion Hardy Co 
Bert Gordon 
Enrico Theo & N 

2d half (28-30) 
Nice Florio & 
Edith Clifford 
Harris & Grffin 
Marty May 
Anatole’s Showboat 
Eddie Nelson 
Rath Bros 

2d half (21-23) 
Fantinos 
Emers'n & B'ldwin 
Roxy LaRocca 
Haunted 
Joe Ycoung Co 
Chaney & Fox 
Frank Gaby 
Telepavision 


ALBANY, WN. Y, 
Proctor’s 
ist half (24-27) 
Colleano Fam 
Yorke & Johnson 
Medley & Dupree 
Norman Thomas 5 
2d half (28-30) 
DeToregos 
Bayes & Speck 
Adelaide Halt 
Willie West & McG 
ATLANTA, GA, 
Keith’s (24) 
Melroy McN & R 
Fulton & Parker 
O’Brien & Hewitt 
Carl Shaw Co 
(17) 
Zelda Bros 
Frank Conville 
Dancing On 
Pillard & Hillier 
BIRM’GH’M, 
Keith’s (24) 
Zelda Bros 
Frank Conville 
Dancing On 
Pillard & Hillier 
«17 


A&G Falls 
Crockett’s Mtneers 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
Wally Jackson Co 
BOSTON, MASS, 
Keith’s (24) 


Home Folks 
CLEVELAND, 0O. 
24) 


¢ 
Gilbert Bros 
Grace Doro 
Shean & Cantor 
Healey & Cross 
Sid Pagé 
Donatella Bros Co 


Rube Demarest Co 

Major Sharp & M 

Roy Cummings 

Singer's Midgets 
1 


(1T) 
Bentell & Gould 
Harrison & Elmo 
Pilcer & Douglas 
Walter Walters Co 
Harrison & Elmo 
LaBelle Pola 
JACKSON, MICH. 
Michigan (24) 
Downey & Claridge 
Talent & Merit 
Porcelain Romance 
i CITY, MO. 
Keith's 
George Tapps Rey 
Harlemania 
John Steele 
Stuart & Lash 
(17) 
Lois Torres 
Eddie Miller Co 
M & A Skeliy 
Pat Rooney & Jr 
LANSING, MICH. 
Keith’s (24) 
Nellie Arnaut Co 
Dave Vine 
Kelly & Paige Sis 
LINCOLN, NEB, 
Keith‘s (24) 
Marion Wilkins Co 
Jack Major 
Hunter & Percival 
K’L’M’ZO00, MICH. 
State (24) 
Bob Stickney Co 
Bobby Folsom 
Howard Fine & H 
L’S ANG’L’S, CAL. 
Hillstreet (24) 
Stanley 2 
Eddie White 
Ross & Bennett 





Barry & Whitledge 


Runaway 4 








Orpheum 


CHRISTENSEN 


BROS. AND COMPANY 
Visiting one of their schools and playing RKO- 


This week Portiand, Ore. 








Diamond Boys 
(17) 

Bill Robinson 
‘Hot From Harlem’ 
105th St. (24) 

3 Lordens 
Anita Case 
Brems F & M B 
Ledova 
(17) 
Robinson DeWitt 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Corway 
Pop Cameron 
COLUMBUS, O., 
Keith’s (24) 
Remos Midgets 
Wally Vernon 
Belle Bennett Co 
Harry Carroll Rev 
(17) 
Yacopl Tr 
Morton & Parks 
Jim McWilliams 
Louis Armstrong 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Keith’s (24) 
Toto & Cherry B 
B & J Browne 
Geo Beatty 


(17) 
Southern Gaieties 
Leon Navara 
Henry Bergman 
Hal Sherman 
LOUISVILLE, 

Keith's (24) 
LaBelle Pola 
Pepper Martin 
Hurst & Vogt 
Melson & Irm'n'tte 
Pat Henning 
4 Ortons 

(17) 

4 Casting Stars 
Major Sharp & M 
6 Candrevas 
Pall Mall 
Singer's Midgets 
MADISON, WIS, 
Keith’s 
ist half (24-27) 
Maximo 
Mills & Robinson 
Bee & Ray Goman 
2d half (28-30) 
Dorothy Co 
Reynolds & White 
Sid Marion Co 
2a half (21-23) 


KY. 

















OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 
This Week: Pat Kelly, Andy Wright 








Jack Randall Co 


(17) 
Edler & Reed Bros 
Phil Rich 
Larry Rich Co 
DAVENPORT, 
Keith's 
Ist half (24-27) 
Turner Bros 
Danny Duncan Co 
Nan Halperin 
2d half (28-30) 
(To fill) 
24 half (21-23) 
Neale Sis 
The Ghezzis 
Johnny Perkins 
DAYTON, O. 
Keilth’s (24) 








4 Nelsons 


Robinson & Dewitt 


IA. 


Audrey Wyckoff Co 
May Joyce 
Wm Edmunds Co 
MILW’KEE, WIS. 

Keith’s (24) 
Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 
Anger & Fair 

(17) 

Lita Wales 
Harry Delmar’s Rv 
MIN’POLIS, MINN. 

Keith’s (24) 
Lita Wales 
Harry Delmar 

(iT) 

Lido Ladies 
Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 

















Tuesday, October 20, 193) 














Theatres 








ei _. pay 
Glasoa Davis & Darnell 
ONEWAnI. N. J. | Joe Marks Co 
Keith’s (24) SEATTLE, WASH. Picture 
B & J Pearson Keith’s (24) 
Gus Van Dor Valerio 
Pearce & Velle Will Aubrey . 
(Two to fill) Gracello & Theo NEW YORK CITY 
hi ait) Seed & Austin Broadway (17) 
Fioc r 


Marion Sunshine 

Wells & 4 Fays 

Britt Wood 

Willie West & McG 

N. ORLEANS, LA, 
Orpheum (24) 

Lewis & Altee 

Crowell & Allen 

Ben Blue 

Kingdom for Sale 

(17) 


Melroy McN & R 
Fulton & Parker 
U'brien & Hewitt 
Carl Shaw Co 
OAKLAND, CAL 
Keith’s (24) 
thapsody in Silk 
Birnes & Kaye 
Karyl Norman 
Harry Burns Co 
(17) 
Stanley 2 
Sddie White 
Ross & Bennett 
Runaway 4 
OKLA, CITY, 
Kelith’s (24) 
Lois Torres 
Eddie Miller 


OK. 


qq) 
Baril Jack & Betty 
Fields & Bell 
Roxy's Gang 
Lewis & Ames 
SIOUX CITy, IA. 
Keith's (24) 
8 Ft of Rhythm 
Furman S & L 
Johnny Barry 
ST. IMUIS, MO. 
Keith’s (23) 
Gloria Lee Co 
Bobby May 
Summers & fiunt 
4 Marx Bros 
(16) 
Remos’ Midgets 
Reynolds & White 
Wally Vernon 
Harry Carroll's Rey 
ST. PAUL, MINN, 
Keith’s (24) 
Lido Ladies 
Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 
Billy Glasoa 
(17) 
Kluting's Ent 
Forum Boys 
Dodge 2 





M & A Skelly 


Sammy Cohen 








“A , vefreshiag 
pressions of famous folk 
*“*Times."’ 


JEROME MANN 


entertainer, and his im- 


are good.’’—Seattie 


Week of Oct. 21: Golden Gate, "Frisco, Cal, 








Pat Rooney Co 
(17) 
E & J Rooney 
Jack North 
Lee 2 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
OMAHA, NEB, 
Keith’s (24) 
Joe Peanuts 
Nell Kelly 
Maidie & Ray 
Bob Hope Co 
(17) 
George Tapps Rev 
John Steele 
Harlemania 
Stuart & Lash 
PATERSON, N. J. 
Keith's 
Ist half (24-27) 
Lang & Lawley 
Earl Wallace 
Caroll’s Chal Rev 
Al K Hall 
2d half (28-30) 
Harvard M & K 
Tabor & Green 
Geo McKay Co 
J & K Lee 
Joe Marks Co 
2d half (21-23) 
Hap Hazzard 
Murray & Allen 
Joe Freed Co 
Marty May 
Anatole’s Showboat 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
Keith’s (24) 
Ann Pritchard 
Art Henry 
C & JI Preisser 
Toto 


(17) 
Christensens Bros 
Ray Hughes & P 
Bernard & Henrie 
Joe Laurie Jr 
ROCH’STER, N. Y. 
Keith's (24) 
Charles Carrer 
Foy Foy & Foy 
Irene Vermillion 
McLalien & Sarah 

) 


3 Lordens 
Anita Case 
Naughton & Gold 
Ledova 
ROCKFORD, IL. 
Keith’s 
ist half (24-27) 
Audrey Wyckoff Co 
May Joyce 
Wm Edmunds Co 
2d half (28-30) 
Cardini 
Carl Freed Co 
2d half (21-23) 
Maximo 
Mills & Robinson 
Bee & Ray Goman 
S’CR’M’NTO. CAL. 
Plaza (24) 
Christensen Bros 
Ray Hughes & P 
Bernard & Henrie 
Joe Laurie Jr 
(17) 
Monroe Bros 
Jerome Mann 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Anatole’s Affairs 
SAGINAW, MICH. 
Temple (24) 
James Evans Co 
El Cleve 
Colby Murry Rey 
SALT LAKE, UT. 
liberty (24) 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
Keith’s (24) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
Teck Murdock Co 
Emil Boreo 
(17) 
Charles Carrer 
Foy Foy & Foy 
Irene Vermilion 
McLallen & Sarah 
TACOMA, WASH. 
Keith’s (24) 
Baril Jack & Betty 
Fieids & Beil 
Roxy's Gang 
Lewis & Ames 
17) 
Ann Pritchard 
Art Henry 
C & J Preisser 
Toto 
T’RE H’UTE, IND. 
Keith’s 


lst half (24-27) 
Pall Mall 
Cardini 
Carl Freed Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (28-30) 
Neale Sis 
The Ghezzis 
Dalton & Craig 
Colby Murry Rey 
Johnny Perkins 

2d half (21-23) 
Vercelle Sis 
Ward & Van 
Monge Tr 
(Two to fill) 

eDOo, O. 
Rivoli (24) 
3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Rimac’s Orch 
Kramer ., Boyle 


? 
Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 
Anger & Fair 


TORONTO, CAN. 
(24) 

5 Elgins 

Edith Bow 

Clyde Cook 


Bernice & Emily 
Frank Libuse 


(17) 
Deno & Rochelle 
Chevalier Bros 
Lander Bros 
Nick Lucas 
Sid Marioa 
TROY, N. Y. 
Keith's 
lst halt (24-27) 
Goss & Rarrows 
Hal Neiman 
Lee Gail Ens 
2a half (28-30) 
Bob Stickney Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Lester Alien Co 
Norman Thomas 
2d half (21-23) 
Hamilton Sis & F 
Lew Hearn Co 
Eddie Hall Co 
Dance Aristocrats 
UNION HILL, NJ. 
Keith's 
ist half (24-27) 
Gautier’'s Toy Shop 
Murray & Allen 
Jimmy Burchill Co 
Joe Marks 
2d half (28-30) 





The Duponts 


J Petit & Buddy 
Bendon Evans & B 








[ 


CARNEY and JEAN 


SMILIN’ THRU 


For LEDDY & SMITH 











Morton & Chandler 

Arnaut Bros 

Frank Richardson 

(17) 

Joe Peanuts 

Nell Kelly 

Maidie & Ray 

Bob Hope & Antics 

S’N ANT’NIO, T’X. 
Keith’s (24) 

Edler & Reed Bros 

Phil Rich 

Larry Rich Co 

S’N FRISCO, CAL. 

Golden Gate (24) 

F & E Monroe 

Jerome Mann 

Hibbitt & Hartman 

Anatole’s Affairs 


(17) 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Birnes & Kaye 
Karyl Norman 
Harry Burns Co 
SCHN’C’T’DY, N.Y. 

Keith’s 

Ist half (24-27) 
Dance Aristocrats 
Bayes & Speck 
Adelaide Hall 
Willie West & McG 

2a half (28-30) 
Goss & Barrows 
Hal Neiman 
Colleano Fam 

2d half (21-23) 
White Flashes 
Joe Wong & Fumi 








Medley & Dupree 
2d half (21-23) 
B & L Gillette 
Joe Wallace 
Carroll's Chal Rey 
Harris & Van 
VANCOUVW’R, B. C. 
Keith’s (24) 
Aussie & Czech 
Flo Lewis 
Eddie Gar 
Gus Edwards’ Rey 
(17) 
Don Valerio 
Will Aubrey 
Gracello & Theo 
Seed & Austin 
WINNIPEG, CAN, 
Capitol (24) 
Kiuting’s Ent 
Forum Boys 
Dodge 2 
Sammy Cohen 
(17) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Herman Timberg 
YONKERS, N. Y¥ 
Keith's 
Ist half (24-27) 
Gresham & Blake 
St John Vic & Gor 
Marty May 
Anatole’s Showboat 
Ist half (28-30) 
Harry Jacksoa Ce 
Hickey Bros 





Block & Sully 
Joe Frisco 
Louise Groody 
Neville Fleeson 
Castleton M & O 
‘Women Go On’ 
Capitol (16) 
‘Milady’s Boudoir’ 
Ivan Triesait 
James Peidietoa 
Joyce Coles 
Louise Bave 
Phil Tiltman 
‘Susan Tenor’ 
Paramount (16) 
Violet Carlson 
Charles Ahearn 
Tita Carol 
‘Beloved MRachelor’ 
Roxy (16) 
‘Asia’ 
Pasquale Bros 
Harold Van Duzer 
Alex Denny 
Singing Ens 
Patricia Bowman 
‘Heartbreak’ 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
Chicago (23) 
*‘Bandomania’ 
F Masters Bd 
Evans & Mayer 
Serge Flash 
Jim Jam Girls 
‘G R Q Wallingf'd’ 


BUFFAIA, N. ¥. 

Buffale (16) 
Thurston 
‘Devotion’ 
Hippodrome (16) 
Clyde Cook 


Edith Bow 
5 Elgins 
Frank Libuse 
‘Road to Reno‘ 
CLEVELAND, O. 
State (16) 
‘Variety’ Rev 
Condos Bros 
Christy & Nelson 
Miles & Kover 
Rudy Masson 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Fisher (16) 
Fifi Dorsay 
‘Road to Reno’ 
Fox (16) 
‘Vacation Days’ I 
Zelda Santley 
‘The Cisco Kid’ 
Michigan (16) 
‘High Hat’ Rev 
M’'ntr’se & R’yn'lds 
Ashiey Paige 
Falis Reading & B 
Babe Morris 
‘24 Hours’ 
PHILADELPHIA 
Grand (16) 
Eddie Cantor 
‘Street Scene’ 
PR’'VIDENCE, &. I. 
Fay‘s (16) 
‘Tiny Town Rev’ 
Olive Brasno 
Dresden Doll Co 
Geo McKay 
Ann Boland 
Kay Hoevel 
Eva Frisk 
Alice Gavin 
J & B Cavanaugh 
Murray & Moss 





Bernice & Emily 


Ed & Margie Hall 
‘Skyline’ 


Lee Barton Kvans 

Sylvia Miller 

Trado 2 

YONKERS, N. Y. 
Loew's 

Ist half (24-27) 

Harrison's Circus 


haove" 
y Pinkus 
Muse Orch? 
2nd halt (28-307 
Pousy Calvert 
on-Keppl 
Michon Bros 28 
(Two to filly 





Fanchon 


& Marco 





NEW YORK, N, Y. 
Acade 


Ist half (23-26) 
‘Around World’ I 
H & Frances Usher 
Nord & Jeanne 
Tex Morrissey 
Phyllis DuRarry 
Globe Trotters 

Audubon 

2nd haif (27-29) 
‘Around World’ I 
Hi & Frances Usher 
Nord & Jeanne 
Tex Morrissey 
Phyllis DuBarry 
Globe Trotters 

ATLANTA, GA. 

Fox (23) 
‘Broken Dolls’ I 
C Bennington Bd 
Mowatt & Hardy 
3 Comets 





Eva Tanguay 
Corinne 

Hank Brown 
Bert Jordan 


Hi Tom Wara 
Dan Barrett 
May Hoey 


Tom Kelly 
Rice & Cady 
Sylvia & Joyce 
Cho Cho 
Harrison & (Co. 
Alexander @ ene 
Freddie Ford 
MIN’POLIS, MIN 
Minnesota (23) 
‘Black & White’ 7 
Dewey Washingtog 
Clifton & Brent 
Dolly Kramer 
Rose Glesby 
Marie LeFlohiec 
Marg’t Alice Heaé@ 





es 








GRACE DuFAYE 
A Study in Suppleness, Now Playing 


SCALA THEATRE 


Berlin, Germany 
Permanent Address 


Care of LEDDY & SMITH 











Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 

ist half (24-27) 

Kaye & Sayre 





Bobby Pinkus 

Geo Muse Orch 
Valencia (24) 

William Haines 


Co 





Dir., WM. 


~ IKE ROSE’S MIDGETS - 


BOOKED SOLID FOR RKO 


DIAMOND 


JAMES PLUNKETT OFFICE 








Stetson 
Jack Janis Co 
Dave Mallen Co 
Gerardo & N’ne Co 
2nd half (28-30) 
Ishikawa & Kame 
Billy Eliott 
Maddox & Mack 
Wynn & Buddy Rv 
(Four to fill) 

Orpheum 
Ist half (24-27) 
Peggy Calvert 
Michon Bros 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (28-30) 
Liazeed Tr 
Billy Beard 
Betty J Cooper 
(Two to fill) 

(24) 

Polly Moran 
Hal Yates 
Larry Adler 
3 Rio Bros 

State (24) 
Royal Uyeno Japs 
Dolly Kay Co 
Lewis & Moore 
Wilton & Weber 
Roye & Maye Rev 
ee N. W. 


Bay dge 
ist half (24-37) 
Mike Ames Co 
J Francis Dooley 
Betty J Cooper 
(One to filly 
Znd halt (28-30) 
Karoli Bros 
Kaye & Sayre 
Mclaughlin & E's 
Harmon & Sands 
C’gham & Clem’nats 


ve, 
ist half (24-27) 
Hill's Elephants 


Milton Berle 
Maureen Rio 
4 Monitors 
12 Navy Steppers 
ASTORIA, L. I. 
Triboro 


Ist half (24-27) 
A & G Schuller 
Alex Carr Co 
Harmon & Sands 
C’gham & Clem'nts 
(One to fill 
2nd half (28-30) 
Stetson 
Don Santos & Exie 
Raymond & C'verly 
Geo Griffen Co 
(One te All) 
BALTIMORE, MD. 

Century (24) 

Dave Schooler 
Julia Curtis 
O'Connor Family 
Mae Murray 

N, MASS. 
0 eum (24) 
Worthy & T’mson 

Earle Neison 
Lydell-Gallo & R’n 
Bob Murphy Co 
Ardine-Tyrell Rev 
CLEVELAND, 0. 

State (24) 

Lottie Mayer 
F & J Hubert 
Carl Emmy's Pets 
Horton Spurr 
COLUMBUS, OHIO 

Ohie (24) 

Bert Frohman 
Lang & Haley 
Ben Omar 
JERSEY CY., N. J. 

Loew's (24) 

John Clarke 
Paul Kirkland 
Anita Avila 





Burns & Kissen 


Milis-Kirk & M’tin 











“Are 
their dual appe 


BOB BETT 
ROBINSON and DE WITT 


corking dancers, 


neat and attractive in 


.”’— Syracuse 
Week of Oct. 17, 105th St., Cleveland, Ohie, 








(Two to fill) 

2nd half (28-30) 
A & Geo Schuller 
4 Cirillo Bros 

J Bedini Co 
Marino & Mona Ry 
(One to fill) 


46th St. 
Ist half (24-27) 
Wilson-Kepple, B'y 
Lionel & B Kaye 
Al Wohiman 
Jean Bedini Co 
2nd half (28-30) 
Eltinge & Vernon 
Peters & Farrell 
Jules Howard Co 
J Francis Dooley 
Hill’s Elephants 
Metropolitan (24) 
Merrill Abbott D’rs 
Millard & Marlin 
Fred Keating Co 
Signor Friscoe Co 

Pit 


Ist half (24-27) 
Hathaway Co 
Eliz Brice Co 
S 8 Malaria 
Terrell & Fawcett 
Geo Griffen Co 
2nd half (28-30) 
Miacahua 

Queens 
Jack Janis Co 





8 Colored Men 
MONTREAL, CAN. 
Lowe's (24) 

Jos Blank Co 
G Johnston Co 
Farina & Mango 
Ray & Harrison 
“oan Rand Co 


. . 
State (24) 
Picchianni Tr 
Smith & Hart 
Joe Phillips Co 
Bert Nagle Co 
PITTSBURGH, PA, 
Penn (24) 
Ted Lewis Orch 
ROCHESTER, N.Y. 
Loew's (24) 
Condos Bros 
Christy & Nelson 
Miles & Kover 
Jack Reid 
Rudy Mason 
SYRACUSE, N. Y¥ 
State (24) 
Stadler & Rose 
Fields-Smith & F's 
Davey & Rosemarie 
Marietta 
Tom Fullmer 
WASH’GTON, D.c. 
Loew's (24) 
Adler & Bradford 
Bros 





Roma 











HARRY SAVOY 


“LEEVESEM LAFFIN” 


So Say LEDDY & SMITH 














Marion Sunshine 

Jane Allyn Rev 
2a half (21-23) 

Walters 2 

Geo Fisher Co 

Handers & Millis 

Evelyn Wilson 

Al K Halil 


YOUNGSTOWN, O. 
Keith's 





Ist half (24-27) 


Great Walendos 
James Halil 


Hugh Skelly Co 
Ross W 


yse Co 

2d half (28-30) 
Bill Robinson 
‘Hot from Harlem’ 

2d half (21-23) 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Dalton & Craig 
Brox Sis 
Roy Cummings 








Edward Hilt 
Gauthier’s Hot D's 
Sunkist Ens 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Metropolitan (23) 
‘Sketches’ I 

Allen & Canfield 
Franklyn D’Amore 
Lim'rlegs Edwards 
Duke Art 

Mildred Perlee 
Frank Hopkinson 
Sunkist Ens 


BRIDGEPORT, CT. 
Fox Poli (23) 
‘Limehouse N’ts’ I 

Wing Wah Tr 
Armanda & Lita 
Warren & Inman 
Don Carroll 
Sunkist Ens 


BROOKLYN, WN. Y. 
Fox (23) 
‘Exotique’ I 
Claudia Coleman 
Graumann, H’ @& V' 
Ramon & Virginia 
Eno Tr 
Elmer Herling 
Sunkist Ens 


BUFFALO, N. Y¥. 
Shea's Buffalo (23) 
‘3 Big Figures’ I 
6 Jansleys 

Haline Francis 
Harold Stanton 
Lou RBarrison 
Muriel Gardner 
Sunkist Ens 


CHICAGO, 
Chicago (23) 

‘Cozy Corner’ I 

Ruth Roland 

4 & 8S LaMonte 

Rector & Doreea 

3 Jays 

Frank Rogers 
Paradise (23) 

‘All at Sea’ I 

Bea Bard 

Lester & Garson 

Gregory & Raymon 

June Worth 

Matt Brooks 

Sunkist Ens 
Tivoli (23) 

‘About Town’ I 

Ted & Al Waldman 

Max & 


Sunkist Ens 
Uptown (23) 
‘Modern Minstrels’ 
Tyler 


3 Page Boys 

Harry Van Fossen 

Mark Nelson 

Geo Boyce 

Esther Campbell 

DETROIT, MICH. 
Fox (23) 

‘Circus Days’ I 

Bee Starr 

Idi St Leon Co 

Hooper & Gatchett 

Nelson's Elephants 

Carl Sayton & Co 





Sunkist Ens 
NEW HAVEN, CE * 
Paramount (ey 
‘Marches Militaire’ 

Charlies Irwin 
Large & Morgner 
Rodney & Gould 
Sunkist Eng 
N. ORLEANS, 
State (23) 
‘Great Beyond’ I 
Sunkist Eng 
OAKLAND, cAL 
Oakland (22) 
‘Parasols’ [ 
Sheldon & Sherry 
Capt Willie Mauss 
Mignone 
Anthony 
Ray Angwin 
Sunkist Ens 
PH'DELPHIA, PA, 
Fox (23) 
‘Carmenesque’ I 
Melino & Davis 
Rose Valyda 
Raye Saxe 
3 Matadors 
3 Madrinas 
Sunkist Ens 
PORTLAND, ORR 
Paramount (23) 
‘Co-Eds’ I 
Bussey & Case 
H Dyer Co 
Griffith & Westog 
Twinkle Twins 
Doyle 4 
Jack Frost 
Lois & Tudy 
Accordion 6 
Sunkist Ens 
SAN FR’SCO, CAL, 
Fox (21) 
Briants 
Webster & Maring 
Constance Evans 
Vina Zolle 
Sunkist Ens 
SEATTLE, WASH, 
Sth Ave. (23) 
ores I 
Jose Jackson 
Delores, D' & Eddy 
Duval Sis 
Don Julian & M'rie 
David Robel 
James La Marr 
B’cher de Valery @ 
SPOKANE, WASH. 
Fox (24) 
‘Greetings’ I 
Det Chain 
J & H Griffith 
Jimmy Clemons 
Buster & Browa 
Dorothy Thieme 
Collenette Ballet 
SP’°GFIELD, M 
Fox Poli (23) 
*Tomorrow’s St 
Bernie & Walker 
Mary Miles 
Wanda Allen 
Anderson & Al 
a. , 
Fern ale 
Buddy & Gretel 
Chiyo Kadomatst 
Helen Ireland 
Dorothy Welch 
Theal Nelson 











TOILETRIES 


Are Available at VANITEE MAKE-UP 
SHOP, 160 West 46tb St., New via 
Try My Theatrical Cold Cream 
y My 








HARTFORD, CT. 
Capitol (23) 
‘6 Races’ I 
Frank Jenks 
Danny Small Co 
Adams Sis 
Kanazawa Tr 
Chief Clear Sky 
HOL’Y’OOD, CAL. 
Pan (21) 
‘Fine Feathers’ I 
Jim McDonald Co 
Edna Covey 
Arthur La Fleur 
Karels & K Ellior 
Sunkist Ens 
IND’APOLAS, IND. 
(23) 
‘Hacienda’ IL 
Sue Russell 
Hinky & Dinky 
Doyle & Donnelly 
5 Gems 
6 Gordonians 
Adriana 
LOS A’G’L’S, CAL. 
Loew's State (21) 
‘Aloha’ I 
Bob Hall 
Ryan & Noblette 
Al Gordon’s Dogs 
Gaylene & DuR'ne 
4 Kadex 
MILWAUR’E, WIS. 
Wisconsin (23) 
‘Yesterday Stars’ I 








Rudy Kaye 
ST. LOUIS, MO, 
Fox A 
‘Hot Java 
Weston & Lyons 
Armanda Chirot 
Noree 
3 Samuels Bros 
Vincent — 
Sunkist ns 
TOLEDO, OHIO. 
Paramount Ks 
‘Dream House 
‘Donnell & as, 
Masters & Gauth 
Peg Leg Bates 
Louise Glenn 
Sunkist Ens 
TORONTO, ONT 
Imperial (23) 
‘Vacation Days 
Miss Zelda Santley 
‘3 Jacks & 1 Qu 
Wilmot & Peters 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Rathiosn Bag 
Sunkist ns 
VANCOUVER, B& 
Strand (23) 
‘La Plaza’ 1 
Les Gellis 
Brancel Pals 
Skeeter & Ray 
Nelly Fernandes 
Lucinda & Ricat 
Eduardo Delgado 


(Continued on page 62) 
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. PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Oct. 16, 

Violet Carlson opens the stage 
ghow, ‘laugh It Off’ (Cambria). It 
has evidence of talent juggling. The 
opening is bad technically. Could 
pave been better with the line of 
Foster Girls and very punchy. 
Enough for Miss Carlson, however, 
that she grabs opener spot and goes 
over. On the whole show offers 
even entertainment outside of ial- 
ent arrangement. Includes Charlie 
Ahearn and band, two unnamed girl 
dancers and Tita Coral, tenor. Fea- 
ture, ‘The Beloved Bachelor’ (Par). 

But even as arranged the classy 
Cambria lighting on certain effects 
and settings and drops play off the 
talent to good reaction. With Miss 
Carlson, Charlie Ahearn, the two 
girl dancers and the Alan Foster 
line no unit show can go altogether 
wrong. Doesn't look altogether like 
Cambria’s own technique which 
gives suspicion of outside juggling. 

Ahearn’s stuff could have been 
cut for speed. His trapdoor finish 
fall is too sudden to get proper re- 
ception for a finale, with the line 
almost on tcp of the hole. 

Miss Carlson lands for a full six 
minutes with two numbers plus a 
male pianist for opener against spe- 
cial drops in ‘three’ that are not 
too glaring in color. Those drops 
add to Cambria’s color tastes, 

But between Miss Carlson’s open- 

ing solo and the two Crawfords’ off- 
ering a six-minute organ duel that 
lacked something of the punch ex- 
pected of this pair, the Foster line 
could have jumped in for better 
effect. Paramount just took the 
wrong time to be different. 
" Coral is mild tenor lately seen at 
John and Christo’s Pavillion Royal 
out Long Island way. Has femme 
lure in his voice on the Spanish 
numbers, but the American tune 
proved too robust to fit the man. 
Dressed cafe style and has a color- 
ful blue fish scale drop in ‘three’ 
for setting that went okay with the 
man’s white suit. On his third song 
the Foster girls came back for a 
modern waltz rumba or something 
and its snappy. 

Line costumes attractive with 
judgment shown in letting shapes 
figure actively. Superior to any- 
thing the Par has shown in the way 
of dancing girls for some time. 

Two unnamed girl tappers who 
Jook like twins came about center- 
wise in the show and socked. They 
do one of those Harlemaniac taps 
for the first number for a deserved 
hand. Coming right back they buck 
and wing for another win. They’re 
hitting right for big time showing 
and are lookers besides. Costumes 
are half-way things between pajams 
and Mexican pantaloons in green or 
blue velvet. 

That’s the biggest serious moment 
in the unit which is otherwise built 
for laughs with Miss Carlson and 
Charlie Ahearn. 

Paramount info of late is that 
attempts are being made to provide 
new talent with opportunity at this 
house and the Brooklyn Par. 
Worthy idea, but sounds like a long 
chance. Hits this week favorably 
but more than a meagre percentage 
of wins isn’t to be expected. 

Paramount News is other screen 
fare plus trailers. Rubinoff in an 
8-minute overture is smart enough 
to hit off for the usual violin solo 
which gives the pit number punch. 
Elsewhere, Irving Talbot conducting 
and okay, with acts and units bene- 
fitting. Where Rubinoff scores this 
week in ‘Bouquet of Roses’ overture 
which sounds like stock routine is 
that he doesn’t become fanciful 
with the original composer’s aims 
and plays the tunes as the crowd 
understands them. 


Show runs 39 minutes. That's 
against sereen’s 74. Altogether 
around 137 minutes. Good time. 

Shan. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


(H. B. Franklin) 
Los Angeles, Oct. 15. 
While actually the second week 
under Harold B. Franklin’s opera- 
tion, this is the first week of the 
Franklin touch to the stage presen- 
tations, and the initial production 


by Lou McDermott under the 
Franklin recime. Last week, as a 
courtesy, Jack Partington stayed 


over from the Publix set-up to do a 
show until McDermott got set. 

The type of show Franklin is giv- 
ing them requires plenty of cour- 
age. Takes a lotta nerve to add on 
$6,000 to $7,000 worth of show, with 
the house requiring $21,000 to break. 
Judging by the opening matinee’s 
biz the start was poor with the 
lower floor 50%, but if the Frank- 
lin b. r. can hold out (he’s alone on 
this and the U. A. theatres, sans 
Howard Hughes), and if L. A. 
wants this type of elaborate enter- 
tainment, Franklin is in position for 
@ grand coup when and if his elab- 
crate entertaiments click. If it’s 
Still a matter of film product, ‘Road 
to Reno’ (current), and such, will 
Not help him any. 


Current ballyhoo blasts forth with | 


Davia Mendoza and a 55-man band. 
Franklin palavered with the union 
and got ‘em at $70 a‘man as 
afainst the previous $75 scale. That 
on $4,000 alone for that large 

lestra, with Mendoza, veteran 


Toadway Picture house maestro, on } Fox next week. 


announcing b 
He played it straight instead | 
comedy | 
| ple. 


the baton-wielding. 


tion and achieves it 
massed musicians dominating the 
stage. -Vocal soloists fiank the or- 
chestra to the right or left, and 
when there are terp or ‘production’ 
effects, they are seen on an elevated 
rostrum behind the ork. 

Par is plugging the ‘new style of 
stage presentation’ with an offstage 
voice via a mike calling himself the 
‘Spirit of Music,’ but it doesn’t work 
out as hokey as all that. Stuart 
Buchannon is the announcer. 
Presentation crowds lots into 40 
minutes, opening with a medley of 
familiar classic airs, leading into 
Ruth Gillette vocalizing ‘Kiss Me 
Again.” The ballet next, followed 
by Maurine Marseilles (Mrs. Mc- 
Dermott), a personality warbler, 
with ‘Million Dollar Baby,’ which 
has Myra Kinch and Fay Badger in 
a panto bit a la an ill. song. An- 
other medley of musical comedy 
hits is followed by Miss Gillette and 
Fred Scott, latter in French mili- 
tary unie, dueting ‘One Alone.’ 
Thence another production tableau 
for Amy Way’s sympathetic vocal- 
izing of ‘Russian Lullaby” Fred 
Scott and a chorus ensemble do the 
‘Vagabonds’ song. 

Donald Novis, quick repeater, 
doubling from the Hotel Ambassa- 
dor’s Cocoanut Grove, stopped it 
cold with ‘Sweet and Lovely’ and 
‘Wasn't It a Dream?’ the tenor'’s 
rich sympatehtic voice having since 
proved itself on the air. 

A ‘Spirit of the Tango’ finale was 
a corking finale, with the girls 
flashing colorful cellophaneous cos- 
tumes, probably as inexpensive as 
they are flashy. Tango starts off 
with the orthodox Spanish; then 
Bradley and Bernhardt, chic and 
smart couple in a modern version 
of the tango; and Kinch and Bad- 
ger with a futuristic, semi-acrobatic 
conception of the tango. 

There’s a lot of guts to the works. 
Dances are by Val Rasset; vocal en- 
senchle, H. Krage; costumes, Albert 
Deano; scenery, William Jackson 
and Robert Leicester, all working 
well with McDermott’s ideas. 

When word gets around on the 
‘big shows’ policy at the Par it 
should show itself materially at the 
gate. Maurice Chevalier in person 
next week will be the convincer on 
the new policy. 

Besides ‘Reno,’ the usual Par 
newsreel, a Columbia-Rockne foot- 
ball short and a Par songceartoon, 
are on screen. Abel. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Oct. 17. 

More on the stage than the screen 
for the many kids in the house Sat- 
urday afternoon. They liked the 
prop mule act and The Ushers’ 
mind reading in F. & M.’s ‘Round 
the World’ Idea and the staff or- 
gan team, Ron and Don. Talker, 
‘Smart Woman’ (Radio), didn’t rate 
so well with the juve attendance. 

Unit opens and closes just like 
the Ushers’ own vaude routine, 
with the team’s drop also used at 
both ends. They perform their mind 
reading in the middle of the show, 
with the man in the audience for 
article grabbing. This is the second 
audience bit in the unit, following 
the ‘mule’ act, during which the 
girl in a jackass unit takes a stroll 
over the backs of the front rows. 
At this matinee the stunt had the 
women and children screaming. Big 
surprise when the donkey head is 
doffed to reveal a girl underneath. 
Another girl does straight without 
leaving the stage. 

Mixed line of six boys and six 
girls contribute the principal flash 
in a number that serves as the full 
stage finale. They pair off into six 
adagio teams for standard lifts that 
become novel through the unison 
treatment. 

Fat boy and girl midget combina- 
tion, midge singing and dancing and 
boy playing the banjo to top some 
weak chatter, managed to do well 
on their specialties. Both have 
been seen in the east separately. 
The teaming looks like an office 
idea, and not bad. Wide physical 
difference is an effective founda- 
tion. 

Gae Foster gets billing as the 
producer. She turned out a satis- 
factory entry and apparently beat 
the budget. 

Theatre’s organ team, one on the 
stage and the other at the pit con- 
sole, played pops with rewritten 
lyrics flashed on the curtain. The 
words were local gags, depending 
mainly on mention of various 
Brooklyn districts for humor, One 
verse concerned a Carnarsie gar- 
bage man and the others followed 
the same idea. Quality of the play- 
ing or wording meant nothing to 
this willing audience and singing 
response was heavy. 


Sam Jack Kaufman, conducting 
m. ¢e. who’s been here for several 


months, played a piano solo after 
that this is his final 
week. 
of drifting back to the ( 
pianolog he once did in \ audeville, 
and they liked it. 





Abe Lyman plugged plenty on the 


screen and by Kaufman on the 
i stage. Lyman starts a run at the 
Bige. 


the memory of that terrific loss. 
But the dive of the wrestling flop 
didn’t hinder this booking office 
from coming right back the cur- 
rent week with another sports freak, 
Jack Pepper Martin, who stole much 
of the headline space alotted to the 
St. Louis Cardinals - Philadelphia 
Athletics world’s series tiff. t 
It’s a cinch that Martin will do} 
better than Londos. Baseball nas | 
a much sweeter taste to Chicago’s 
public, both male and femme. And} 
at $2,500, Martin may earn his keep, 
although that’s high for an out-of- 
town favorite. 
Martin was inserted into the Fan- | 
chon and Marco unit, ‘Modern Min- 
strels,’ and took the next-to-closing | 
spot like @ veteran. His act was 
molded along the regular personal | 
appearance lines, with the m. c. 
doing the interviewing for 12 min- 
utes of regulation question and an- 
swer business, 
Audience was plenty lenient, and 
laughed at stuff like: ‘well I'd like 
to tell you ladies and gentiemen 
that I'm much more nervous up here 
on the stage than on the ballfield.’ 
Martin spoke up nicely, got all his 
cues, looked presentable in his base- 
ball outfit, and even managed to 
encore himself off with a laugh yarn 
Regular unit had two placements, 
Tyler Mason coming in as black- 
face interlocutor in place of Harry 
Jolson, and the Page Trio, hoofers. 
Show had a tough time getting 
started, due primarily to the new- 
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i 
loan from Warner Eros. studio f : 
e bato °°! ORIENTAL, CHICAGO i : | 
ranklin has a wealth of show: Chicago, Oct. 16. } 
perhaps too much, although it is an Publix-Balaban and Katz history NE W SRE 'D j S =I 
engaging melange of variety, taking | will mark in heavy type the week 2 
in everything and not apt to bore. | graced by the champ wrestler, Jim rf j 
It strives for novelty in presenta- | Londos, who pulled the bottom out| >+—— = 
with thelof the box-office. It’s doubtful “4 ‘ ‘ : ‘ 
whether they'll ever recover from TRANSLUX OD UP OTe, THe ak A tee te 


greet his wife, and the relation with 


Plenty of magazine material in aa _ in ee ae iaree ware 
sal ae ™ the Edison clip. t is the only bi 
the current program with that fam-| 50° oe Gating vsamintin cae ateale 
iliar flavor for regular attendees.| which is getting consistent ap- 
Better coverage of foreign topics, | plause. 
although why the memorial serv- It is hard for audiences to take 
ices for the dirigible disaster of a| H. G. Wells seriously in a camera 
vear ago in Beauvis. France. was se- interview on the economic situa- 
lected for the lead clip is not indi- } tion. Not that he doesn’t say 
cated. |} something, because he is specific in 
Pathe went to the trouble of get-| his Fox talk since he recommends 
ting H. G. Wells aside for a special | the world turning itself over to 
interview. His remarks in this, | practical economists for the next 
however, were less pertinent than | five years. But H. G., in addition 
those made in general utterances to| to possessing a voice that repro- 
recorders aboard ship. | duces notes in the highest pitch, 


Pathe got a wide margin in en- | 
tertainment values in its coverag: 
| of the Los Angeles trapeze stunt] 
with a plane over New York. Ex- 
ceptionally good camera work 
showed the plane actually set its 
hook. Work inside the dirigible at 


the same time was covered from 
stem to stern, 

Paramount realized a real thriller 
in using two cameras in a looping 
plane. One photographer was seen 
strapped to the wing of the plane 
which was making the circles. The 
crazy turns of the ship looping over 
New York were edited in. 

While on the foreign end Univer- 
sal contributed scenes of the recent | 
Japan earthquate and inundated | 
Hankow. Paramount followed | 
Ghandi through the mills sete 

| 





of Manchester. 
Trick numbers included a Holly- 





ness of Mason in the line-up; but 
should be worked out in subsequent 
shows. 

Performance got off on the wrong 
foot when Mason tried to start 
things with a slow tempo song, a 
bad piece of business. Harry Van 
Fossen, in as chief end man, had 
difficulty throughout in connecting, 
with most of the comedy material 
lacking wallop. 

Best of the unft occurred in the 
middle where three vaude enter- 
tainment bits were offered. Jug- 
gling Nelson had some nice min- 
utes with balls and hats; Esther 
Campbell did an amazing show- 
stop on her straight whistling num- 
ber, and Frank Oren came through 
for another unexpected click with 
his barnyard and musical instru- 
ment imitations. Must be that this 
old stuff is becoming brand new 
again. From the way this audience 
gathered in the comedy rooster 
imitations and the trombone and 
cornet impressions, it’s evident that 
they’d never heard the like before. 
It was accepted by this mob like 
a free feed. 


Three Page Boys have a clever 
hoofing routine, fast and snappy, 


particularly hitting with their hot 
challenge finale. Al Kvale, m. c., 
stayed off for the entire unit, com- 
ing in just to query Martin, whom 
he handled neatly. Kvale still rates 
as the ace comedy mugging m. c. 
Kvale was down in the pit before 
the show for the overture, and to 
work with the Texas Drifter, the 
hill-billy warbler. As has become 
the custom recently around this 
town, the Drifter was a smash. He 
has been mopping up all through the 
neighborhoods, where the_ radio 
hounds chortle over the homely yod- 
eling. Only theatre in which he was 
weak was at the Chicago last week 
where the smart femme crowd 
couldn’t particularly see him. 
Stuart Barrie had the organlog to 
himself, while the audience sat 
quietly watching him pump out 
some neat musical arrangements. 
Five newsclips, and ‘Beloved Bach- 
elor’ (Par), feature, with Paul 
Lukas, and to whom much of the 
early show femme trade can be ac- 


counted. 
CAPITOL 


New York, Oct. 16. 

Not that the stage show matters 
much during the stay of the new 
Greta Garbo celluloid appearance, 
but they might have devised some- 
thing for the occasion more stimu- 
lating than this succession of merely 
pretty spectacles. With the Garbo 
addicts crowding in for a week—and 
on the week-end showing it will be 
two at least—the production staff 
had a golden opportunity to make 
hordes of new friends in the fan 
mob. 

Instead the stage doings are just 
pretty, without a spark of humor 
and from first to last lacking in the 
vigorous entertainment quality that 
appeals to the proletariat. The sit- 
uation called for a rousing name 
personality as center of a fast-mov- 
ing light entertainment, unless the 
Loew office said here’s a chance to 
save some stage money. That’s so. 

Item that gets the prominent bill- 
ing is a choreographic bit called 
‘The Afternoon of a Faun,’ a heav- 
ily ladened artistic dance episode 
led by Ivan Triesault. It may be 
the last word in hi-hat dance, but 
for the mob a line of precision danc- 
ers is more to the purpose. Dim 
stage represents the pediment, or 
triangular cornice, of a Grecian tem- 
In its narrow space the Faun 
carries on a classical flirtation in 
dance pantomime with the virgins 





'of the temple, suggestion being that 
i} the dancers are animated classical | 


statues. Audience at the show here 








wood woman playing with a 400- | 
pound tiger; California trained dogs | 
doing their routine; six-year-old 
Cuban pianist and a German wed- 
ding on single wheel bikes. 

Under the heading of ‘Pathe Re- 
view’ Doe Rockwell told why Maine 
will soon be tropical. He got a few 
mild laughs. The workings of 
autogiro with illustrations were also 
included. 

“‘Who’s Who On Broadway’ found 
Jessel and Cantor kidding each 
other over their return to Gus Ed- 
wards. Charlie Freeman announced 
the opening date of the team at the 
RKO Palace. 

Another unique air clip was the 
steering of a plane, filled with pas- 
sengers, by a robot. The living pilot 
was exhibited abandoning the con- 
trols high up in the air. The auto- 
matic movement of the wheels 
thereafter was as uncanny to the 
Luxer attendees as it probably was 
to the passengers in the ship at the 
time. 

A burlesque on hunting elephants 


in Africa dipped into the bag of 
film tricks. The elephants were 
just doing their stuff on a Long 


Island plantation. 
Other items included those in the 
week’'s* general news coverage 


EMBASSY 


With Thomas Edison in the daily 
news during the past few weeks 
and his death Sunday, Fox is pro- 
jecting currently on the Embassy 
screen what is probably the best 
character study of the wizard in 
sound film archives. 

Edison laughs, jokes, works, ex- 
periments and exhibits a sound 
physique in this clip which is really 
long enough for a short subject. 
His crack about the Scotchman who 
took advantage of the total eclipse 
of the sun to demand night message 
rates is getting a big laugh. The 


has wrinkles 


the | 





around the eyes which 


auses him to register chronic 
mirth on film. 

William Jennings Bryan, Jr., in 
an interview with all the reels, 
gives a version for countries going 
off the gold standard. This is the 
most concise explanation yet of- 
fered. He blames the U. S. for im- 
posing the tariff and then demand- 
ing payment in gold for foreign 
debts. 

The interview angle is being 
over-stressed at the Embassy. 
Commissioner Mulrooney delivers a 
long talk on firearms which is old 
news. This could have been cut 


to a third of the footage in which 
itis allowed to run. Then Jane Ad- 
dams appears in two eclips with 
more interviews. The first is about 
disarmament and the second has to 
do with her acceptance of the ‘Pic- 
torial Review’ prize. In between 
those talking reporters do their own 
interviewing. 

England is reverting to the kin- 
dergarten if two clips on the sub- 
ject are considered a criterion. Col- 
lege girls sing and toss balls like 
youngsters. The excuse for this is 
that they are seeking poise. Black- 
pool’s amusement park winds up 
the season with a series of nursery 
rhymes in lights. 

Those sea lions, whether in New 
York or Hamburg, and monkeys in 
any zoo never get old. It’s sheep 
time again. Twice a year the Em-, 
bassy shows sheep. In the spring’ 
they go up to the mountains and 
this time of the year they come 
down. 

The Mexican dancing girls 
at last being given a rest. For 
weeks they were held over at the 
Embassy. That new censor law in 
Mexico is probably the reason for 
their vacation. 

Athletics are well covered, Fox- 
Hearst again topping the others in 


are 


coverage of football games. The 
two this week are Georgia and 
Yale. The muddy battle between 


Notre Dame and Northwestern is 
more spectacular in the reelage. 
School boys running the Van Cort- 
landt Park course; New England 
schooners in regatta; Danbury auto 
races and a racing car burning on 
an English track; Sun Beau captur- 
ing the Chicago prize—those are 
the others. 

Embassy is leading off with fa- 
miliar treop pictures in Japan and 
China. Silent titles bring action up 
to date. 

Christening of a new plane in a 
commercial air service and some 
excellent aerial shots of the Royal 
Gorge bridge, also the inside and 
outside activities of a plane hooking 
up with the Los Angeles over Man- 
hattan comprise interesting ether 
activities, Waly. 





reported received 
complacency, 


Scene moves to ‘Milady’s Boudoir,’ 
atmosphere being the French court 
of Louis something or other when 
the court ladies wore towering head- 
dresses. Another stanza of uncom- 
promising art appeal to a clientele 
that loves to acclaim knockabout 
comedians and boop-a-doop song- 
stresses, preferably shapely and not 
too much dressed up. It wasn’t fair 
to Maj. Bowles’ public. Stage pic- 
ture was pretty, if you like, but ter- 
ribly remote from a jazz age Satur- 
day matinee. Action has to do with 
the belle of the court being aided in 
her elaborate toilette, 

Thence into ‘Milady’s Garden,’ 
still another session of dainty stage 
pictures, enlivened, however, by a 
capital gypsy dance by Joyce Coles, 
aided by Phil Tiltman, for some leg- 
mania and a bit of adagio feats. 
Episode also involved singing of 
‘Queen of the Night,’ aria from ‘The 
Magic Flute,’ by Louise Bave, color- 
atura soprano. 

Finale brings on the Chester Hale 
Girls, corps augmented to 50 for the 
week, for a spirited gypsy dance 
climax, which had at least the vigor 
of motion and a punchy revel of 
bright color. 

Overture is appropriate at any 


it with utmost 





cost, being a compilation of ‘Ballet 
Melodies,’ culled, like the rest of the 
art-burdened performance, from the 
oldest of old masters. One short 
‘Splashes,’ 
at champion boy and girl divers on! 
the coast, with a dubbed lecture and | 
some polite, restrained gaggins.|! 
There was no comedy in the new: 
reel, and the feature, ‘Susan Lenox,’ | 
is no two-reel frolic, making it | 
practically a laughless performance. | 


Rush. | 





a series of camera shots! yjge ehsz 


FISHER, DETROIT 


Detroit, Oct. 17. 

Instead of a four-act vaude bill 
this is a presentation show any way 
you look at it. And a superior en- 
tertainment. Having four acts to 
work with, a stage set was dug up 
and the band was put on the stage. 
With that nucleus four semi-stand- 
ard vaude acts are blended into a 
presentation. The only one to defi- 
nitely benefit by the presentation 
angle is the headliner, Fifi D’Orsay. 
This girl would be okay with the 
straight vaude build-up, but she 
does get over a little better as is, 
due to her working with the m. c., 
Bob Nolan, 

But vaude or presentation, this 
show builds from the first act and 
doesn’t let down for a minute. Hec- 
tor and His Pals open. The feature 
is Hector. Good for a lot of laughs 
for not only kids but grown-ups, too. 
Second is Earl La Vere, working 
with a girl 

La Vere hasn't changed his act 
beyond one or two zags since he 
played the Michigan on Publix units... 
a couple of times. The only differ- 
ence is that he has readied the act 
for vaude by the addition of the girl 
to foil. Act goes over big. 

Jim Jam Jems a quintet of girl 
tumblers who do all the acrobatic 
dancing stunts, individually or col- 


lectively, please with novel stuff. 
Doing only 51% minutes, they pro- 


inge of pace and give DOr- 


say, on last, a chance for a nice 
entrance 

Fifi has changed a lot since she 
first played the local Fox theatre. 
At that time she was just a personal 


appearance. Now she has the added 


«Continued on page 62) 
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NORMA TERRIS (1) 
Songs : 
19 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Palace (St. V.) 


Miss Terris impersonates w. k. 
These 


Broadway femmes in song. 
include Lenore’ Ulric, Helen 
gan, Helen Kane, Ethel 
and Ruth Etting. And when she 
impersonates them, they stay im- 
personated. Can't be higher rec- 
ommendation, as Miss Terris man- 
ages to swing her tones to fit the 
personality she is taking off and 
still be musical and entertaining. 
She shows by her work as caught 
that she can make her stuff sar- 
eastic, cynical or subtle, exagger- 
ated or plain. That’s being an ar- 
tiste. When she does that Helen 
Kane boop-boop-da-da she tops 
Kane, while still doing a: scoff in 
voice and manner. In the Merman 
number, while not with as strong 
a. voice as Miss»Merman’s,. yet more 
ishing. Also Bert Lahr doing 
Shakespeare. ' 
For each Miss Terris changes hér 
hair style and although!her biggest 
laugh. getter. is the Kane number, 
there's. plenty.of-fun in the Helen 
Morgan with the. nervous. fingers 
and Lenore Ulric as. the latter 


Mor- 


would. sing Eddie Cantor's ‘Whoo- 


pee.’ There’s another. of Ethel 
. Barrymore that’s as goad. That one 
of Miss Etting would do. better as 
an early number rather than in fin- 
ishing. 

Miss Terris’ male pianist is not 
mentioned in billing and the set- 
ting is plain with a, black satin 
drop. Miss Terris’ gown..matches. 
Whien last seen at the Palace, and 
before she hit Ziegfeld’s ‘Show 
Boat’ Miss Terris showed with Ne- 
ville Fleeson and even then dem- 
onstrated her talents to be above 
the Shubertian musical comedies 
she had been doing to that time. 


_ Today she’s even better, 


Closed the first half of the. bill 
‘here and could have stayed indefi- 
nitely from applause, but even im- 
pérsonations run out. Shan, 


JAN RUBINI. ORCHESTRA. (15) 
Carthay Circle, ‘Los Angeles 


Jan Rubini, the vaude violin solo- 


dst, now heads a symphonic type of 


orchestra’ which opened: at the Car- 
thay Circle. L. A.’s sole $1.50 re- 
served seat picture house, Carthay 
switched . from its Abe Lyman- 
Georgie -Stoll. type of jazz band- 
shows in a desire to bolster biz and 
give 'em something different. That 
the picture determines the gross 
here; .and not the type of supple- 
mentary stage show: at: this par-+ 
ticular house, is beside the’ point. 
Rubini is something different any- 
way. 

Rubini conducts 
Airs’ and. ‘Kiss 
masterly fashion. 


‘Faust,’ 


at the piano. 
the technician behind the baton, 


: Its a good class picture house 
presentation and a pleasant change 
of pace for the Circle, although the 
Lyman popularity for so long has 
left more or less of a jazzique im- 


pression on the patronage. They | other a tree gag to fit vocal solo of 
liked Rubini plenty. Abel. | Joyce Kilmer’s ‘Trees’ and succeed- 





LYDELL, GALLI and RYAN 


Comedy, Dancin . 
15 Mins.; Two (Special) 


Jefferson 


Al Lydell, formerly of Iydell and 
Higgins, is doing his well known 
old man character as good as ever, 
But he needs more support than he 
gets from Galli and Ryan, man and 
Lydell does a character 
needs better straight work 
stands 
it is not so much in 
delivering, lines as the deportment. 

Girl of the Galli-Ryan support 
in two solo attempts. 


woman. 
that 
on the 

alongside. 


t of whoever 


taps okay 
Man sings, but only to. the lowe 
floor. 


The act as it stands at present 


is neither hot nor cold. It is an at 


tempt to modernize something that 


had more value in the past. It i 
far from a Lydell and Higgins. , 
Jarl, 





CHIEF EAGLE FEATHER 
Song, Dance 

6 Mins.; One 

RKO, Los Angeles 


The Chief has a squaw ass’t, but 
«#iS the bulwark of the act personally. 


Does a sert of Injun ‘blues’ with th 


warcries and, hotcha Indian step- 


ping. 

Hoofing.is the: strength of the act 
e Since last caught, in 1923, Clifford 
1.| and Gray have developed a novelty 
hoop-juggling turn that's tops for 


and a satisfactory if light interlud 
in the deuce... Booked locally. Abe 





‘SNYDER BROS. (3) 
Acro-Risley 
5 Mins.; Two 
RKO, Los Angeles 

Locally’ booked turn with a thor 
oughly professional air to their ac 
robatie and risley stuff. 


Male trio starts with ground work 
and finishes risley to good returns. 


Opening, A bel:- 


Merman 


‘Gypsy 
in the Dark’ in 

The first is a 
straight symphonic orchestration. 
The gypsy. medley introduces his 
violin soloing which registered, and 
‘Kiss in the Dark’ also has Rubini, 
with. Salvatore Santaella featured 
Latter comes in for 
some extra billing, probably being 





LILLIAN SHADE 


Songs 
17 Mins.; One 
86th St. 


Lillian Shade, 


by Al 
sounds 


Siegel. 
more 


That 
important to 


other theatre audience, 
Siegel who was given 
Ethel Merman. 


‘Siegel find’ and en 
ance at the 86th 


her 
gave every evi- 
Merman lines. 
she is bound to be compared with 
Merman, but 
the yoices makes such a compari- 
son odious. 

On the whole Miss Shade will 
make the grade and is bound to im- 
prove by work; she has a pleasing 
appearance and does her songs in 
a typical veteran way, but despite 
the Siegel influence she flashes 
nothing out of the beaten path. Her 
voice is oke and flexibly controlled. 
Opened with a dramatic effort 
and then went into straight. vocal- 
izing of the number. The ‘first num- 
ber didn't make‘any too great an 
impression, but she found bigger 
favor' when she changed her pace 
for ‘Minnie, the Moocher” Mark. 


THREE RIO BROTHERS 
Dances 
11. Mins.; One 

Palace (St. V.) 

Trio given as hailing from a’ Par 
unit. Know their panto comedy be- 
sides dancing. Played deuce here 
to handsome reaction. 

Dress in an exaggerated collegiate 
style and work with hats on on 
opening. They have their fall mo- 
ments and click with two special 
numbers. One is where each does 
a schoolboy takeoff asking a girl to 
dance. 

Their recommendation is speedy 
dancing with some new soft shoe 
twists or seeming so and in unison 
with precision stepping. One solos 
with an impersonation of a lad tak- 
ing his Saturday night bath for 
laughs. Young, with a long way 
to go, and sure to be heard from. 
Shan, 


VIRGINIA BACON AND CO. (9) 
Singing, Dancing Flash 

17 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Jefferson 
Last out with a five-people flash 
assisted by the four Cirillo Bros. 


around with a large attraction that 
out. 


tautness. 


sells a number in ‘one’ strongly. 


up nicely. 
about 75% rating. 

the redskin opening number, 
ing numbers. 


toe ballet. 
Finale arrives fast, 


Over fairly well. bs Char. 


TOGO 


Dog 
6 Mins.; Full 
Audubon 


with Togo, 
single. 


r ly improvised track, 


ing point. 


-“~ 


3| dog by his position and 


awaits the applause. 


attention. Mark. 





e| CLIFFORD and GRAV 
Hoop Juggling 

8 Mins.; Two (Special) 
Academy 


open or shut notches on best bills. 


place in eight years; 
woman drifted considerably 


~{| ous maneuvers. 


wry. 
Over nicely down here. 





Char. 


—— 


according to the 
program, uses songs written for her 
connection 
the 
profession than to the 86th or any 
it was Al 
credit for 


Miss Shade has been touted as a 
perform- 


dence of being groomed along the 
As a Siegel protege 


a wide difference in 


that wobbled, Virginia Bacon is 


will be tops when its wrinkles come 
Clearly it is in need of more 
work for desired smoothness and 


.Miss Bacon carries a string of six 
girls who are a go in addition to 
two specialty artists, Leon Conway, 
who sings in good voice, and Burton 
Pierce, pr., youthful legger. Latter 


Girls are on plenty often and hold 
Two step out for a sister 
moocher number that’s a stirrer. 
Another does an acrobatic bit for 


Production takes in two settings, 
first an Indian lakeshore vista red 
the 


Miss Bacon figures 
importantly in each, first in an In- 
dian specialty, later in a nicely done 


Togo, a dog, is not to be confused 
Japanese slide-for-life 
Togo is a smartly trained 
police dog who balances himself on 
a ball which he moves up a special- 
stops at the 
end and then turns and works it 
back down the incline to the start- 


Trainer stands close by, guiding 
an oc- 
casional fiash of the hand, Trick is 
effectively done by Tozo, who sits 
on his hind legs at the finish and 


Togo’s one big stunt shows that 
isn't necessary to make a dog do 
everything but talk to hold stage 


Considerable changes have taken 
man and 
away 
from straight hoop juggling to vari- 
Foot and much re- 
-| verse juggling goes into the routine 
for flash ard buildup, while for bow- 
off the man rings the girl in a nove! 








LEWIS and DODY (2) 

omedy J 
15 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Jefferson 


Sam Lewis and ditto Dody are 
reunited after breaking a long part- 
nership last year over dizzy vaude 
conditions. Their return is most 
auspicious. Receiving a solid recep- 
tion on their initial entrance, the 
two comedians tossed hoke and 
comedy at the audience in rapid 
succession, from which it appeared 
the two Sams are once more in 
vaude to stay. 


The act in which Patsy O'Neil 
and Thomas Collins assist is a 
series of bits. Sock spot is the bur- 
lesque on Cleopatra and Anthony, 
in which Cleo calls for her ‘Mocky.’ 
The boys may have a little diffi- 
culty with the ‘Mikado’ burlesque. 

Patsy O'Neil aids greatly and 
Collins is oke. Earl, 


FLORRIE LeVERE (2) 

Male Impersonator 

13 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Jefferson 


This new act of Florrie LeVere's 
is an example of what seasoning 
and knowledge of show business 
can do for a performer when he or 
she strives to put on something new 
and surpass former efforts. With 
the great mass of actors crying 
they cannot find material, Miss Le- 
Vere digs and comes up with a darb 
round of special songs, dances, 
ideas and smart staging. . Besides, 
she gives an unbilled boy and girl 
every chance to put; over a sock. 
Miss LeVere does a male all 
through. She opens as a newsboy 
on: Times Square in fron: of a drop 
on which the Palace is most promi- 
nent. Her quick change in front of 
the audience turns her into a race 
track habitue and some lines with 
aman dressed as a jockey, Curtain 
up to full gives Miss LeVere a stage 
door -John number. Finish is a 
twist on her familiar drunk and 
dance.’ She brings on thé man for 
an acrobatic dance finale. 


The girl assist, a plat blonde, does 
okay with a song and aids in dia- 
log. Act looks set from every di- 
rection, Earl, 





BERNICE STONE 
And Abbott Dancers (10) 
Dances 
14 Mins.; Full 
State 


Smart dancing troupe for vaude- 
ville houses, Girls act as though 
they have had picture house exne- 
rience. Abbott Dancers are the line 
girls, working together through the 
major part of the turn. 


Girls are nicely costumed, of uni- 
form height, and perform with pre- 
cision. Routines are above average 
for vaudeville, with clever finish bits 
on each of the routines, 


Opening has all the girls tapping 
on their toes. From this a girl, pre- 
sumably Miss Stone, solo dances. 
She has grace and form and is adept 
at high kicks, ground work and con- 
tortion. 


After this the Abbott Dancers 
take, the spot again for troupe work, 
which is broken toward the finish by 
one girl warbling a song, special, 
wherein she introduces the others 
by their first names, Two girls are 
given feature spotting for one short 
acrobatic number. 





TRACEY and LORD (1) 
Comedy 

18 Mins.; One, Full 
Jefferson 


Tracey is half of the former 
Tracey and Vine team and Lord 
of York and Lord. Two such hoke- 
sters can’t go very wrong. It looks 
like old home week for the gravy 
and bit boys all the way. They 
missed very little in the way of 
bringing up laughs on the slap 
stick route. Unbilled girl assists. 


The finish with the bassoon and 
dancing is not strong enough to 
follow the hoke. There are two 
outstanding bits, sawing a body 
in two, which takes the act to full 
stage, and the trombone bit in 
which Tracey plays while Lord does 
a long wig leader in the pit. 


Boys work okay together. More 
time to fool around with a finish 
should put the turn in. line for 
work. Earl. 





3 RIXFORDS 
Acrobatic 
6 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Academy 

The Rixfords, composed of two 
men and a woman, have a fast ac- 
robatic act which succeeds because 
of its neatness and ease of the 
workers. It is bound to please any 
place where people can see. 


Many of the usual hand-to-hand 
tricks are interwoven with several 
hot seen about in a long time. From 
the manner in which this audience 
applauded this act it looks like 
vaude patrons welcome the return 
to normalcy in their entertainment. 
At least in the acrobatic end. 

The girl is very strong and at one 
spot holds both men (large fellows) 
on her back. The finish 
trick with the girl entwined around 
the waist of the understander while 
he puils the other man up with all 
three in a prone position was a 





sock. Eart, 





an 
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Vaude After Two Years of Tales 
Bewilders Phoenix: Kiddies Go Nuts 


£ 


Tuesday, October 20, 1937 





Phoenix, Ariz., Oct. 10. 

After two years of straight pic- 
tures, this house went ,back to a 
vaudefilm policy today. It’s Phoe- 
nix’s first stage snow in two years, 
and the audience's reaction. was a 
mute commentary on the variety 
stage of today. The townspeople 
hadn’t seen live people walk across 


a stage for so long they were dumb- 
founded. 

House is Publix-operated. Harry 
Nace, division manager, with a 
number of weak pictures booked 
and tough opposition, decided to re- 
turn waude to this house’ and the 
Rialto, Tucson: Nace has been out 
of touch with vaude since Ben Piaz- 
zo tucked away Western vaudeville. 

Current bill has Zarro and Val- 
lon, skaters; Scovelle Sisters (4), 
flash dancing act; Marve Jensen, 
tap dancer; Bobby ‘Uke’ Henshaw, 
and Johnson and Dukkér appearing 
in the order named. With'a $900 
budget for the two houses, it’s an 
okay bill. Bern Bernard of the Los 
Angeles RKO office is booking. 

Natives sat through the show in 
a bewildered manner. Acts were 
appreciated, laughs were: plentiful, 
but applause was lacking. After the 
spill evervone stood on the side- 
walk and did a rave, but the audi- 


i —~ 


torium deportment was so 
different. mething 

At the mat most of the kids had 
never seen vaude before, The 
talked with those on the stage, a 
shaw played to the youngsters and 
had them rolling. Johnson and Duk 
ker had them throwing their hai. 


h 
on the stage. Result was that an 
of the kids sat through another 


show. 
Business was capacity Satu 
opening day. House had a line on 
the sidewalk from 7 until 10 p, m 
First time a line has waited in 
months. Picture, ‘Goldie’ (Fox) 
wasn't counted to draw. 
After the first day Henshaw m 
c.’d the bill to get the natives in 
the spirit. He told them when ang 
how to show appreciation. | 
worked. The hands started to come 
but it took some telling. . 
Nace figures that vaude is hig 
best bet. Phoenix and Tucson are 
Arizona’s ace towns. Phoenix has 
a population of 50,000 with another 
10,000 scattered around within 19 
miles. Tucson is about half that 
size. Towns are about 450 miles 
from L. A..on the S. P. Acts make 
the jump by automobile, cutting 
down a, $30 round trip railroad fare, 
Merchants in town are all inter. 
ested in vaude. They claim that it 
brings people to town. Anything that 
gets them on the main stem meang 
money to the stores. Call. 


rday, 





Paramount, Aurora 


($150-A-DAY UNIT) 
Aurora, Ill., Oct. 16. 
This new and primely. situated 


house becomes another Sunday on 
RKO’'s western books, now that the 
Fanchon & Marco units have 
dropped out. Those coast shows 
made an impression here, and it 
will be a tough thing for vaude to 
follow them up. 


Meanwhile booking last halves 
here have also become troublesome. 
This: house is no shooting gallery, 
but. a real first-rate spot, with a 
discriminating patronage. Still 
there is the budget system, which 
does not only include this Publix 
stand, but others in small towns 
throughout the middle west terri- 
tory... All are willing to play and 
pay for name attractions, but find 
there aren’t enough to go around, 
so the problem remains. 


In view of these circumstances 
and conditions Dick Bergen, RKO 
booker, is now doping ideas for the 
one to three day standers to be 
practical and cheap. First of these 
special vaude shows, so-called, was 
headed and built around Bell's 
Hawaiian Flashes. Two additional 
acts, Curry and De Sylvia, dance 
team, and Foley and Lee, acrobats, 
padded out the show. Considering 
that the whole layout, including 10 
people, stood at a cost of little 
more than $150 a day, the idea 
seems to be sound. If small vaude 
productions of this type can stand 
the gaff of minimized cost, it should 
prove valuable to.a lot of small 
town houses. 


Number of angles that can be 
worked. For example, the amateur 
contest gag is always good in the 
sticks. Other local tieups are also 
effective. Aurora is probably as 
g00d a criterion as any other small 
town. If a 2,000-seat house like the 
Paramount can pack ‘em in on a 
Thursday night it proves stage en- 
tertainment isn’t dead in the back 
iy ee a ta the proper medium 
is ther 


Bell's Hawaiians is an old-time 


turn that’s played everything 
everywhere for years. - Four men 
and two women, playing steel 


guitars and ukes, is not very im- 
posing in itself, but with the aug- 
mented acts around it much better. 
Bell, more Americanized than the 
others, makes a very poor m.c., and 
should lay off if he can’t do better. 


Foley and Lee are. knoekabout 
acrobats who spend too much time 
getting into their routines. Before 
and after that both men flop on the 
floor, presumably for atmosphere. 
Curry and De Sylvia are just an 
average dance couple, but at least 
youthful. With no other music than 
the guitars and ukes it made it dif- 
ficult for the dancers. 


Another item, more sentimental 
than entertaining, was a tot no 
more than four, probably one of the 
Hawaiian’s’ children. Youngster 
showed plenty of nerve at least, 
doing © couple of choruses and 
steps. In all about 35 minutes and 
pretty fast moving. If Bergen can 
continue to put out such shows at 
that price there should be cus- 
tomers, 

Three shows a day here and not 
so bad. Banks Ixennedy is the fea- 
tured organist, who still uses old- 
fashioned slides and is his own 
cheer leader. Usual newsreels, a 
Paramount comedy with Ford Ster- 
ling and ‘Caught Plastered’ (Radio). 

Span, 








KEDZIE, CHICAGO 


(OPENING) 
Chicago, Oct. 17, 
Chicago prayerfully hopes the 
Kedzie experiment may succeed, 


Even a moderate click would enor- 
mously invigorate the possibilities 
for a vaudeville revival in the mid- 
dle west. It would be, moreover, a 
vindication and a triumph to hurl in 
the faces of the anti-vaudeville ex. 
hibs, for the Kedzie boldly has 
staked all on vaudeville through a 
policy of eight acts without a pic- 
ture. Not even a newsreel of a 
trailer. Projection booth is empty. 


In former times the Kedzie was 
a notable money-maker with vaud- 
film. In. the past two seasons it has 
been devoted to 75-cent dramatic 
stock. It’s an ideal neighborhood, 
thickly populated, a shopping cen- 
ter and an audience which, like the 
southside Englewood, starts laugh- 
ing when buying its tickets. 


Theatre itself as a physical prope 
erty is in spic-and-span order, have 
ing always been well cared for, fre- 
quently refurbished, and identified 
with showmen of ability. It’s just 
intimate enough for vaudeville. 
Many things suggest that, despite 
skepticism, the Kedzie has a chance, 

George Zurek, for 10 years at the 
Riviera and other former vaude 
stands, heads a six-piece pit en- 
semble composed of former mem- 
bers of the Palace orchestra and 
including a hot drummer that will 
help plenty. For an opening show 
they played like a seasoned aggre- 
gation and were a_ source of 
strength and pep. 

Backstage a crew of four man- 
aged by John Percini kept the bill 
running smoothly. Only other union 
brother was the spotlight man, 
Unions, as well as_ the actors, 
agents, and the entire vaudeville 
fraternity are giving the house the 
breaks. Everyone senses that here 
ig no ordinary reopening, but the 
launching of their own boat on 
perilous seas. Everyone stands to 
gain. It’s another favorable point, 
that eagerness to co-operate. It 
didn’t used to be the case. Ind 
no secret history is exposed when 
recalling that the Kedzie, among 
others, had its troubles of yester- 
year with boozing stagehands and 
similar abuses all along the line. 

To John Billsbury, RKO agent 
deservedly belongs much credit for 
succeeding where booking scouts 
failed. He has made possible the 
Kedzie experiment through inter- 
esting an outsider, Edward W. Mo- 
naco, son of a prosperous Tialian 
physician of Oak Park, suburb. Mo- 
naco is financing, Billsbury super 
vising, Dick Hoffman booking. od 

No charitable leniency is need? 
to give the first bill an enthusiast 
okay. It was an exceptionally wih 
verting and well blended show — 
could play the Palace unchangy 
Frances Kennedy, former be see 
single, more recently associate 
with radio, acted as mistress 
ceremonies. Her ability to pe 
in partioular to the women an - 
knack for sentimentalizing wire 
getting too sugary was just , o 
the ceremonial requirements Pn 
inaugural bill on a new policy © 
for. 

Show opened with 
delle and Bernice, fel- 
swiftly-winged, two girls and & the 
low dancing turn recently at 
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interest tipoff about son James Hall 
of the flickers. 

Hall has a better act right now 

an for years back. His daugh- 
ter, 2 fetching miss, sang deep con- 
tralto, dressed in a taffeta formal 
gown that was a gasp and two 
at nicely tailored was the fem- 
{nine half of Princeton and Renee, 
latter formerly of Princeton and 
yale. This gagging act got over 
nicely. Bob Stickney, on stilts; 
Tabor and Greene, standard colored 
team; Miss Kennedy in her own 
right and the Five Sakuras closing 
completed a bill whose exceilence 
was the more surprising in view of 
the theatrically impoverished con- 
dition of the town. An assumed in- 
ability to find enough meritorious 
acts has been one of the chief ar- 
rows in the pessimists’ quiver. 
Seems likely that 60c is too steep 
for Saturday matinee, although 
okay for Saturday and Sunday 
nights. House wisely plans a 30c 
matinee for housewives. Reserved 
s ats for week-end performances 
may also be tried. Entire west side 
has been one-three-and -eicht- 
sheeted. Land. 





PALACE 


(St. Vaude) 


That’s the Palace? 

borg Craig, who hit the heights 
m.c’ing in this spot that’s become a 
stopover place for big-time turns 
that are planning some subsequent 
vacations, was still erasing carpet 
bugs in the auditorium Saturday 
matinee although not current on the 
bill. Maybe a break for the Palace 
that way. It can use him despite 
the interluding entertainment that 
may need a connecting pull as of- 
fered by a program with Jim Barton 
and Norma Terris topping. 

What's the Palace, when a pic- 
ture house can slide in a stage show 
costing nearly the current Palace 
pill or under or over and sell it, 
while the Palace covers more stage 
ground but offers no new wrinkle 
at $2. That’s comparatively speak- 
ing and showing that while the 
world changes, the Palace stands 
still. Maybe that’s vaude house 
progress, but backwards. 

Hight acts, and fully five, despite 
their laugh reactions, have song 
number features. Individually the 
talent’s good or better. No gain- 
saying Barton's ability, while Norma 
Terris is a socko surprise. But the 
program has the marks of being 
hastily arranged and lacks punch. 

There’s no m.c, current after 
around four months of pretty active 
public tutelage to expect it. Barton 
and Terris have to pull over that 
bulge, but that looks like too much, 
as each is an individualist. Vaude 
to sell at Palace rates has to have 
continuity, flexibility and variety. 
There’s not much of any of these 
except singing and some dancing, 
each and both having their laugh 
points, however. 


That laughter saves the Dill. 
Norma Terris (New Acts) does it 
subtlely with impersonations of 
Broadway actresses and one of Ed- 
die Cantor. Some even better than 
the originals, and that stamps the 
class of Miss Terris’ work. It’s all 
gong. 

The Boswell Sisters, doing a hold- 
over, and in their second week, also 
sing. Jim Barton sings besides his 
famous drunk piece and a tap. Si 
Wills and Joan Davis sing, and Eva 
Puck and Sammy White also sing 
and dance, 

Opening is Liazeed Arabs, a 
troupe of 13 tumblers and pyramid 
builders playing in plain full, and 
closing is an adagio quartet, Peggy 
Taylor and Garry Leon. There's a 
straight dance-comedy act in deuce 
spot in Three Rio Brothers (New 
Acts) straight from a Par unit. 
Swift turn and creditable. 

There's this to say about the sing- 
ing—each songster on the bill has 
his own style, and maybe that 
makes it different, but it also makes 
it tougher for each turn, as the lack 
of continuity between the acts 
forces each when starting to arouse 
new reaction. Barton does that 
easily. Miss Terriss succeeds also. 

Miss Terris in closing the first 
half has the toughest spot, coming 
after the laughter created by the 
Puck-White duo and after 19 min- 
utes of rhythmic harmony singing 
by the Boswell Sisters. 

First half is the meat of the bill, 
as the second half depends for bal- 
ance entirely on Barton, who stands 
Out, while the rest of the half sags 
perceptibly. Before him comes Si 
ills and Joan Davis for rough 
ughs actuated by natural antics of 
8s Davis, who, however, should 
wear other gowns. 
wining act is ‘Kitchen Pirates,’ 
be Peggy Taylor and Gary Leon 
og two others in a production set- 
on &. Quite unintentionally Palace 
om Saturday matinee got a 
thr when Miss Taylor, swinging 

rough the air in easily a 10-foot 
a, from man to man, struck the 
© th With her head. It lent a thrill 
nat © piece that couldn’t have come 

urally and fortunately wasn't 


la 


eee Sounds like it might fit 
ter in a finale spot, but as bill 


ae Dada the only place for it unless 
lon ng and exchanging with the 
oan at who also manage to get 
th ie minor laugh reaction with 
flr Arab shouts and panto 
tures, 


gecs- 


a —_ Boswell Sisters, at the Palace | 
€cond week, still show the same | 





correlative better taste for some 
artist ‘selection and development by 
a radio outfit. Red pajamas with 
sort of light yellow waists against 
a black drop in ‘three,’ with side and 
front spots, give the Boswell Sisters, 
who sing through a mike, crack at- 
mosphere here. Shan, 


BROADWAY 


A little over a month old now, it 
still isn’t entirely clear where this 
B, S. Moss experiment in entertain- 


ment type is going to 





fit in. The 
stage show with the flash of several] 
names looks all right on paper for 
the dollar week-end gate and plays 
fairly well in a special production 
revue, but the hard nut to crack is 
the pictur2 source to support that 
scale and a class house on Broad- 
way to compete with the nearby 
deluxers. 

This week’s frameup holding the 
featured names of the Joe Frisco, 
Louise Groody and Neville Fleeson 
is rather a sketchy, spotty perform- 
ance as revealed Saturday after- 
noon. Individual contributions were 
amusing enough, and nice staging 
gave the performance first-rate 
flash, but the thing wouldn’t blend. 
It was just another routine presen- 
tation, indifferently paced and rid- 
dled with slow spots. 

The meat of it all was Frisco’s 
familiar joshing as m.c. in a night 
club scene and a song cycle by 
Miss Groody, backed up by two spe- 
cialty acts familiar to the Street 
and used here to fill in for change 
of stage settings. Frisco, always 
the resourceful trouper, can fit in 
anywhere. His wisecracking saved 
the situation here when the pro- 
ceedings were beginning to gum up 
with too much announcing for the 
Groody specialty. 

Fleeson’s buildup of the musical 
comedy star’s numbers’ almost 
amounts to an act in itself. A case 


edge off the performance 


fired, Fleeson presides at 
including much jockeying for ap- 
plause on the star’s singing of ‘Tea 


for Two.’ 


Stage show opens with a neat 
ballet bit by the Rasch group of 
girls, involving a dressing room set 
and a mild bit of strip preceding a 
toe routine which needed tightening 
up at this show. Goes thence into 
‘one’ for a change with Castleton, 
Mack and Owen, at the Palace only 
two weeks ago, out on the apron 
for their acrobatic clowning, which 
drew a full score. 


Night club episode opens with 
Frisco doing his Helen Morgan tra- 
vesty song, and then Miss Groody, 
the latter taking up the greater part 
of the time, time that seemed longer 
because of the loose arrangement to 
carry only three numbers and an 
incidental dance or so. Numbers 
are all special, written for the pur- 
pose by Fleeson, but mild as here 
done. A line number concludes the 
episode, 


Jesse Black and Eve Sully are 
in ‘one’ to fill another gap, also 
Palace familiars, and with the same 
setup of dumb dame and wise guy 
talk exchanges, varied by song bits 
and topped off with a _ sprightly 
dance finish. 

Frisco’s solo inning also planted 
here. Olio drop flies to a garden 
set, which furnishes the locale for 
another line girl number and other 
perfunctory maneuverings to round 
out the hour. 

Feature is ‘Women Go On For- 
ever’ (Tiffany), average programer, 
but nothing lure ’em in in com- 
petition with the several surround- 
ing deluxe picture palaces, 


This presentation is in for only a 
week instead of the customary fort- 
night, attraction for next week 
being loudly trumpeted in lobby and 
via trailers. Rush. 


86TH ST. 


The fall weather that bobbed up 
Saturday didn’t help matinee biz at 
the 86th. It was a guess whether 
the Ann Harding picture, ‘Devotion’ 
(Pathe), meant pressure at the win- 
dow. There was nothing to Indicate 
any lure either way. 

Vavude along familiar channels 
and pretty tame. 

Jay Seiler and Frances Wills 
(New Acts) opened, and were fol- 
lowed by Lillian Shade (New Acts). 


and Farnell. Marguerite dresses 
Spanish custom, and in her dances 
goes in for castanets land, with a 
flash of rhumba at the close. 

Arthur and Morton Havel with 
their ‘Hot Water’ skit held atten- 
tion and caused intermittent laffs. 
The weakest part of the turn is the 
finish. 

Biggest hit was scored by the 
colored comic, Bud Harris, who gets 
some able support in a dancing, 
singing and talking way by Tom 
Brookins and Paul Harris. The 
last-named with his dancing im- 
i pression of Bill Roebdinson takes all 
the play for the —_ — from 
bot i] rother and Brookins, 
0th his b Merk. 





JEFFERSON 


The Jefferson starts four shows 
on Saturdays and Sundays begin- 
ning with this one. Business was 
off until the finish of the fourth act, 
when the folks came as they have 
for later startings here. It didn't 
help the first four acts of this eight- 
act bill, but gave Lewis and Dody, 
and Florrie LeVere, both under 
New Acts, a good break. 

The two Sams, Lewis and Dody, 
had no trouble with their new act, 
and did so well at the finish they 


POY Es r? » haeaiw farmcriliar ‘‘B¥a)) 
encored with their familiar ‘Hello, 





of too much announcing takes the 
itself. 
Miss Groody’s dancing saved the 
day when the impersonation mis- 
the 
ivories and furnishes the ballyhoo, 


First comedy came with Marguerite , 
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Hello, Hello.’ This act gave the 
show a much-needed break and 
saved what started out to be just 
another early matinee for the audi- 
ence, 

Florrie LeVere, ’way down in next 
to closing, landed with both feet, 
leaving no doubts as to her new act. 
Lew Handman, her hubby song- 
writer, is not in this, but his songs 
and ideas stick out all over. Miss 
LeVere keeps male attire all through 
and does not change as in her other 
acts, 

Three Aces, two men and a woman 
roller skating act, suffered through 
cutting of running time in order to 
get in the four shows. The turn is 
standard of its kind and, like others 
on this bill, has been seen under 
more favorable conditions. Aces 
opened okay with only three min- 
utes. 


| 


a pip comic for early spotting on 
the long shows. The girls are peppy 
and do many things well. A midget 
piano is used for harmony singing. 
Girls are all good performers and 
never stopped trying with a scat- 
tered sleepy audience. Ed Ford and 
his clever little dog Whitey paid no 
attention to anything or anyone but 
kept going. The dog almost talks 
and several times had the kiddies 
out front in stitches. 

Lytell and Fant, with their un- 
billed stooge, ripped through a hoke 
egg trick for an opener and hopped 
the buck in spots. High spot of the 
act is the mess of drums, saxes and 
other instruments the two boys 
hang around their necks and play 
all at once, 

Kerr and Ensign with their okay 
man-and-woman crossfire and fid- 
dles, had the break of following 
Lewis and Dody. The sleepers were 
awake by this time, and Tom Kerr 
and Edith Ensign crashed over 
some hefty laughs. 

Jack and Kay Spangler, assisted 
by Jules and Clifton, also Red Col- 
man, danced and sang their way 
through the hotel lobby setting and 
gave the show a good finish. Acro- 
batics are introduced by two men 
who make a surprise entrance in 
which they imitate baggage smash- 
ers. The whole act is good enter- 
tainment and never lags. 

Screen feature ‘Devotion’ (Pathe). 

Earl, 


HIPPODROME 


Over on Sixth avenue, where a 
cowboy of the plains would feel 
lonesome, the current week isn’t up 





to par. JEight-act bill of so-so 
vaude is flanked by ‘Homicide 
Squad’ (U) on the white square. 


The three-hour show, when dis- 
sected, takes a lot of time for com- 
paritively little. 

Occasionally the Hipp becomes a 
secondary first-run for RKO, taking 
product that otherwise would see 
light of day in the Times Square 
territory at the Mayfair, RKO’s 
show window for its own (Radio) 
and Universal pictures. 

Not a single new act among the 
eight behind the apron, somewhat 
unusual for either this house or the 
Jefferson, only two in east playing 
that many attractions on a split. 
There are no outstanders in the show, 
strength among acts standard for 
some time being mainly in Sunkist 
Eddie Nelson, Naro Lockford, Brady 
and Wells, and the Rath Bros. 

Oddly enough, the Raths, who 
close, stirred as mighty a response 
Saturday afternoon as any other 
turn. Theirs is a slick hand-to- 
hand exhibition, but currently it 
gets a comedy build-up with Nel- 
son, possibly at his own suggestion, 
afterpiecing with the Raths. Laughs 
were drawn from Nelson’s try as 
understander and other clowning. 
In his preceding notch Nelson did 
as nicely, assisted by his dancing 
girl with her hula and rhumba work. 
He could have encored, but used the 
time to announce the Raths., 
Directly ahead in sixth are Flor- 
ence Brady and Gil Welis, both of 
whom were up against traditional 
drawbacks here from size of house. 
Miss Brady finally pitched her voice 
for reach, but Wells, with his spe- 
cial, just stayed there. 

Acts long on sight numbered four, 
exception being Raymond Baird, 
second, who scored nice returns 
even if endangering himself by tar- 
rying too long. The sax-tepid juve, 
who gets a fine moan out of his 
playing, was on 14 minutes, includ- 
ing an encore that could be dropped 
on long bills like this one. Hatt 
and Herman inaugurated proceed- 
ings in their novelty trampoline act 
distinguished for the neatness of 
the man’s work. The light spread 
of talk is perfunctory. 

Of the other to-look-ats, 





Devito 


|}and Denny, with their smashup hoke 


presentation, stood out. Team, as- 
sisted by an unbilled man and 
woman, go in for a lot of wreckage 
on the stage that turns their efforts 
into fairly heavy guffaws at times. 
Ray Huling and Seal followed in 


Hamilton Sisters and Fordyce are } 


fourth position, doing 16 minutes. 
This is rather long, making the pin- 
nipedic performer go through an 
awful lot of routine. 


Naro Lockford, in the same act he 
has headed for some years now, got 
under the seal by sticking to 13 min- 
utes. But in so doing his adagio 
burlesque with three men is plenty 
padded. Girl, first in a dance as an 
unconscious person and later in an 
adagio, topped by a fine acrobatic 
specialty, is the sting this act has, 

Pathe News and a Rosco Ates 
short, ‘The Gland Parade’ (Radio), 
fll out. Around capacity at 
Saturday matinee. Char. 


RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, 
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Second week’s combination 
four ally-booked acts with 
i RKO eastern unit again proves that | 
if the cheaper and naturally weaker | 
hometown stuff is of passable char- 
acter or better it makes the eastern 
troupe seem stronger and provides 
a more entertaining show than four 


| 
] 
| 
Oct. 15. | 


loc 


acts. That peculiar fact is suffi- 
cient reason for adding the local 


acts as long as business takes care 
of the extra expense. 
Reports were moderately favor- 


able for the eastern acts on their 
preceding dates, but nowhere else 
did they stir the audience to so 
vigorous a state of approval as here. 
Hal Sherman’s what-a-man cross- 
fire with his blonde partner and 
his muchly-copied eccentric dance 


routines; the Henry Berman com- 
edy sketch dealing with the offstage 
battles of a vaudeville team and 
their daughter; Leon Navara’s calm 
monologistic fun with a _ piano; 
these rated so powerful at the RKO 
that the unsung buildup afforded 
by the local turns must be given 
some credit. Completing the east- 
ern quartet is ‘Southern Gaieties,’ 
song-and-dance revue worked by an 
Aunt Jemima coon-shouter, male 
dance team with an excellent finish 


in a miniature stair dance, male 
song trio and girl dancer—all in 
blackface. It likewise sold itself 
with money to spare, 

Herberta Beeson, tight wire 


dancer who just closed a Sells-Floto 
season, opened the bill satisfactor- 
ily. Beeson works as a girl and 
doesn’t tip his mitt. An almost 
ruinous screw was thrown into the 
works by the second local turn, 
Curry and Brown, who without tell- 
ing the booker enlarged their act to 
include a terrible ballad by one and 
some pantomime comedy by the 
other. The boys are really eccentric 
dancers and were doing just that 
again after the first show. DeBee 
and Hudson, male comic and gir], 
on the xvlophone, made a fair No. 3. 


Closing the bill was the remaining 
local act, Hack and Mack, whose 
hand-to-hand balancing ended 
everything in right style. 


Cy Landry, who works very much 
like Hal Sherman, was at the Pan- 
tages in an F&M unit this week 
with a solo Apache dance as his 
highland and Sherman is doing 
the same thing. Who copied whom 
is the thought, 


Cost of the four Bernard-booked 
acts was $600 and the regular unit 
budgets at $3,150. The extra expense 
is well taken care of in gross in- 
crease, although there is still room 
for more attendance. ‘Smart Wom- 
an’ (Radio), feature was no sensa- 
tion opening matinee (Thursday). 

Bang. 


STATE 


Nearly all Fred Keating on the 
stage this week. The gabby magi- 
cian as m.c. practically monopolizes 
the bill, but in a manner both pleas- 
ing and astounding. His legerde- 
main still includes the conventional 
Keating hocus-pocus, made familiar 
by many engagements around these 
parts. 

Rest of the bill, four acts, holds 
up. Fast opener in an acrobatic 
turn, and a good closer in a snappy 
girl act. Picchiani Troupe (New 
Acts) starts a series of fast acro- 
batic stunts, in which leaps from 
springboards are featured. 

Mary Haynes’ comedy recitations 
were liked. Miss Haynes has reached 


that stage where it wouldn’t be 
amiss to get some new num- 
bers. She starts off with a comedy 


song about a girl automobilist, drifts 
to an imitation of a gossipy house- 
wife and follows with a comedy bit 
about a woman explaining her ex- 
periences on a world tour. Some 
additional comedy singing and then 
a straight pop. 

Alan Reno and his gang have a 
corking slapstick act. Reno opens 
in one, imitating an English music 
hall artist. Drop goes to full dis- 
closing an orchestra of nine boys, 
all in comedy get-up. Orchestra 
comedes with the instrumentation, 
a la Frank and Milt Britton, and 
closes with a burlesque, ‘Poet and 
Peasant’, at the finish of which they 
break all their instruments and start 
wrestling, Received a big hand here 
and Reno had to beg off, saying his 
men were too tired. 

Bernice Stone and Abbott Dancers 
(New Acts) perform like a troupe 
that has had picture house training. 
Keating weaved in and out between 
the acts with a young boy as a 
comic assist. U. A.’s ‘Street Scene’ 
feature and started drawing the 
mob early Saturday. 





| Sidney 
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PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Oct. 17. 


There must be a cycle of evolue 
tion. Here's the Palace back te 
sood old-fashioned vaude days 
again with a Hneup of eight acts. 
That’s more acts than the house has 
seen on one show in a long while. 
So long, apparently that it’s for- 
gotten how to spot that big a Dill. 
Result is therefore not surprising 
when the first show Saturday saw 
the first haif of the bill a total muff, 
laid out so cold that only a blow- 
torch could revive the rest. 

Here was the lineup in rotation: 
Gilbert Bros., Grace Doro, Al Shean 
ind Lynn Canter, Healy and Cross, 
s Page, Donatella Bros. and 
Carmen, Barry and Whitlege and 
the Diamond Boys. Not a bad lay- 


out when glimpsed on paper, but 
ithe way it played was another 
story. Spotting the Gilberts to 


open and the Diamonds on the other 
end was a mistake that should have 
been rectified immediately. Miss 
Doro didn’t fit in this show in the 
first place, but being in should not 
have held down the second groove. 
Importance of sending a vaude 
show over right from the start can’t 
be stressed too heavily. Day of 
honor and glory over a spot should 
be passe now when vaudeville is on 
the struggle road, especially among 
a list of acts, none of whom are box 
office names. It seems RKO found 
that out when deciding on four and 
five act units, 

Whether argumentative or not, 
the Donatellas were the best bet 
to open, followed by the Diamonds. 
Plenty comedy ahead to satisfy an 
audience, so it wouldn’t have mat- 
tered. Conventional piano in one 
with Grace Doro continued the 
lapse, with Miss Doro still doing 
her old and recurringly familiar 
song tidbits that guarantees a fire- 
side effect. With a different run- 
ning order Miss Doro might have 
gotten by, but after a dead opening 
she was in a spot she couldn't han- 
dle, 

3y the time Shean and Canter got 
around it was just too bad. Al 
Shean must have known it, because 
he tried hard to overcome the hole 
he knew he was in, but a drowsy 
audience refused to sit up. Shean’s' 
sketch is the same he’s been doing 
for seasons, unless some of the pat- 
ter has been changed, which still 
doesn’t alter the act. As for Miss 
Canter it’s a walk. Her foiling is 
steadfast because it’s tried and true. 
Two choruses of ‘Galiagher and 
Shean’ was all the audience would 
stand, and Shean was too smart to 
milk, 

It remained for Healy and Cross 
to get the first ripple, and no cinch. 
Following what they did the song 
team had to give it to ’em quick. 
Healy and Cross have been together 
a long time and should stay that 
way, having developed a harmony 
style that brands them as the 
closest thing to Van and Schenck. 

Sidney Page, with two. girl 
stooges, caught on and breezed 
through on the wave preceding 
them. Page is a clean-cut comic 
with a flair for the extemporaneous. 
His style resembles that of Ted 
Healy, only that Page has to be 
more circumspect while working 
with femme stooges. Not a famil- 
iar act around these parts, Page did 
better than expected and earned his 
bows. His girls are a couple of 
good-looking blondes after they dis- 
robe from stooge makeup and go 
into dance specialties, with Page 
joining in on the finish. 

First real punch was delivered by 

the Donatella boys and sister Car- 
men, who is no mean eyeful and a 
contortionist. For a musical turn 
to dent a bill of this size so far up 
speaks well for the Donatella fam- 
ily, which includes ma and pa 
Donatella, For the mother of such 
a hefty crew mother Donatella is 
surprisingly agile and beats a 
wicked tambourine, while the old 
man shows the youngsters a thing 
or two on a shepherd’s horn. 
That perennial combination of 
Clara Barry and Orval Whitlege 
never seem to run out of material, 
even if Mises Barry does kid about 
buying some new gags. If their 
present routine is a sample they 
don’t have to buy, but sell. Like: 
Sophie Tucker, Miss Barry can get 
away with anything. Not that she 
abuses the privilege. Other com- 
edy acts should take notice and 
learn that comedy can be clean and 
still very funny. 

Which goes for the Diamond fam- 
ily, who were elected to wind up 
this show. ‘This act of three broth- 
ers certainyl doesn’t need any rough 
stuff. That one plece of business 


the index finger plays a prominent 
part should by all means be out. 
Otherwise the Diamonds sparkle 
with a medley of hoke, knockabout 
and legit dancing. Since last seen 
around this turn has improved by 
leaps and bounds, strong enough 
for any house unless those that 
might object to that finger business, 
While announced as the first 
eizht-acter for the Palace this pol- 
icy for one week only. When head- 
liners are searce the Palace will 
probably play them. Meanwhile a 
near packed house Saturday noon 
proclaimed that eight acts of good, 
solid entertainment is equal to five 
acts without a headliner. ‘Homi- 
cide Squad’ (1) on the screen. 
Spon. 
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The supposed expenses entailed 
by high paid picture stars in order 
to surround themselves with neces- 
sary luxurious environments and 
other accoutrements called by their 
station, are a good deal over-rated. 
The public may believe that the 
stars are forced to spend money like 
water but anyone familiar with 
such celebrities know that they feel 
that cut rates and discounted prices 
are their natural perogative. They 
want to go every place and do 
everything for nothing. Their names 
they feel should get them almost 
anything gratis and they trade on 
this to an extreme. 

Free bookings to Europe, free 
suites in the best hotels are often 
asked for by big names. And if 
publicity men can’t wangle it for 
them, they feel astonished. Free 
automobile, pianos and other such 
articles are often asked for. The 
attitude is this: ‘I wonder if you 
could get me a new car or a piano,’ 
says a big name. ‘If you can ri 
accept it.’ If in such cases the 
publicity man or business agent 
asks what they want to pay the 
naine exclaims, ‘Why should I pay 
them, they ought to pay me for 
accepting their goods and public- 
izing it.’ 

It is not often that the names 
can get cars or other things for 
nothing but they continue to feel 
that they should and a great num- 
ber will always try to make some 
such arrangement. Sometimes they 
are able to get free steamer book- 
ings and hotel accommodations, and 
they always get. at least the cut 
rates that they demand for such 


®* accommodations. 


Space Pay 

Stars, when entertaining the 
press, usually do so at the expense 
of the picture company. 

Some stars get so extremely 
spoiled or else desire to work what 
is practically a racket to a fine 
point, that they even want to get 
paid for stories that the publicity 
department ghost writes for them. 
And when, against their general 
policy, some papers have offered to 
pay space rates the celebs have 
sneered at the meager amount, 


Wealthy Heir Weds F-M 
Girl as Mama Pursues 


Detroit, Oct. 19. 

John Hopper, youthful heir to 
Idaho lumber and cattle millions, 
trailed Ada Marie Apollo, of the 
Fanchon & Marco ‘Three Big Fig- 
ues’ Idea all the way from Los An- 
geles and married her here, 

Ceremony took place when the 
boy heard that his mother was on 
her way east to take him back 
home unmarried. 


Shotgun Wedding Only 


One of Many for Crounse 


Syracuse, N. Y., Oct. 19. 

Fourth marriage of Wright 
Crounse, Auburn theatre employee, 
was declared void here in Supreme 
Court after a trial behind closed 
doors. 

Petition to have the marriage set 
aside was made by his wife, Mrs. 
Betty Crounse, of Syracuse, the 
fourth mate. She charged his third 
marriage was in force at the time 
of their nuptials. 

Crounse told the court he is now 
residing with a fifth wife in Au- 
burn. Crounse claimed that No. 4 
had threatened him with a revolver 
before the ceremony. 


Another Noble Ex 


Pottstown, Pa., Oct. 19. 

Sunnybrook Ballroom, a 3,800 ca- 
capcity entertainment hall near 
here, will make the noble experi- 
ment of keeping a summer resort 
open all winter. 

A heating plant has been in- 
stalled. 


POLLY MORAN ILL 
Syracuse, N. Y., Oct. 19. 

Polly Moran, who concludes a 
tour over the Loew circuit here this 
week, was stricken ill upon her ar- 
rival Friday. It took an hour’s work 
by a physician to get her into shape 
to open. 

Miss Moran is slated to return 
to the Coast in three weeks, 

















‘Actors of Name No Spendthrifts, 


thing or Cut Rates 


The Denver System 








Denver, Oct. 19. 

Local bootleggers with one 
conviction against them won't 
keep the stuff in the house, as 
a second conviction in Colo- 
rado means a pen jolt. 

They buy an old coupe, get 
a license with a phony name 
and address, set the car in a 
thinly settled part of town and 
keep their liquor in the back 
of the machine. When the 
cops finally get wise and haul 
the car away, they can’t find 
the owner. 


L.A. Opera Season 
Long on Biz, but 
Short on Swank 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Picture mob, which usually goes 
for anything savoring of art and 
society, passed up the just com- 
pleted opera season. When musi- 
cals were at their zenith, flicker folk 
could be spotted all over the Shrine 
Auditorium during the tonsil tear- 


ing fest, but this season it was an- 
other scenario. Only time there 
were more cine celebs than could be 
counted on five fingers was opening 
night. 
Among the few who attended 
more than one opera were the Ru- 
pert Hughes, Myrna Loy, Buddy 
Rogers, Bernice and Zelma O'Neil, 
Anthony Bushell, Ernesto Lecuona, 
the Cuban composer, and Victor 
Potel. Latter, slapstick comic by 
day, is probably the sole studio 
player whose face can be found at 
almost every serious musical event. 
In contrast to picture representa- 
tion, broadcasting stations showed 
good support throughout the series, 
with groups of half a dozen or more 
at each performance from each ma- 
jor station. 
Mayer a Guarantor 

Support for the season is given by 
a few picture people, with Louis B. 
Mayer one of the guarantors; Lois 
Wilson, C. B. DeMille and J. Stuart 
Blackton, life members; and Joseph 
Schenck, Mrs. Antonio Moreno, the 
Norman MacLeods, Paul Bern, Car- 
rie Jacobs Bond, the William Daveys 
(Alice Mills), the William DeMilles 
and the Douglas Fairbanks as 
founder members. Mrs, Abraham 
Lehr is on the women’s committee. 

Season was very well attended by 
the non-film elite, with only a couple 
of nights falling below excellent 
business. Easing of lower floor 
scale, revised this season, aided. 

















DEMPSEY BUYS RENO HOME 


Sort of Stand Off to Any Future 
Move by Estelle 








Reno, Oct. 19. 
Preparing to demonstrate to the 
satisfaction of the Los Angeles 
judges that he is a resident of Reno, 
Jack Dempsey peeled 14 G’s off his 
bankroll to buy a modest seven- 
room house for his permanent home. 


It is about as big as the garage 
of the mansion in Los Angeles that 
he slipped to Estelle in their prop- 
erty agreement but it’s enough to 
house Dempsey, his trainer, Jerry 
the Greek, and his manager, Leon- 
ard Sacks. 

As far as Dempsey is concerned 
his marital troubles are over but his 
attorney is expecting Estelle to 
start something at anytime in Los 
Angeles. Dempsey is careful not to 
stick his foot over the California 
line. He returned last week from a 
month’s training in a mine at Midas, 
Nevada, where he put in an 8-hour 
shift daily handling a muck stick 
and polishing a drill with a single 
jack. He went into intensive gym- 
nasium work immediately on his re- 
turn here. 

Meantime, Dempsey’s business 
manager is in the east looking over 
the field and trying to drum up iIn- 
terest in a prospective Dempsey- 
Schmelling battle next summer. 





UNEMPLOYED CALLS 


Actor’s Fund Has Meeting With 
Show Guiids 








Increased demands for financial 
aid by stage professionals unable to 
obtain immediate work from the 
different theatrical bodies, resulted 
in another joint meeting at the Ac- 
tors’ Fund quarters. 

Robert S. Campbell, of the Fund, 
sent out a call to the representa- 
tives of the Jewish Theatrical Guild. 
N. V. A. and the Catholic and 
Protestant guilds. 

The Relief Committee discussed 
ways and means to meet the un- 
usual demands. 


Dieterle’s Shirttails 
And Dirty Hands Keep 
Director Irritated 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

The most annoying thing to Wil- 
liam Dieterle is that his shirt tails 
always come out when he’s working 
on the set. That’s his biggest irri- 
tant while directing a picture, but 
another is that he believes nobody 
can think well with dirty hands. 
As there's plenty of dirt on any 
studio set, Dieterle wears white 
gloves at work. The dirtier the 
gloves get, the more tickled he is, 
until by the end of the day he's in 
convulsions. 

Won't Touch Supes 
When Dieterle, under contract to 
Warners, was directing ‘Her Ma- 
jesty, Love,’ he shook hands with a 
lot of people. He took off the gloves 
for some people but left them on for 
others, including some agents. He 
also kept them on when he patted 
the supervisor on the back. 
Another peculiar thing about this 
picture pilot is that he addresses 
players in pig Latin with a German 
accent. He also kneels down when 
he’s talking to an average sized per- 
son, as the measuring tape shows 
him to be six feet two inches tall. 
When he talks to Marilyn Miller he 
sits down. 
Studio press agents say Dieterle 
is a great guy to make copy. There's 
really nothing wrong with him. 


TEX CUT OFF AIR IN 
CINSY—FREE DIALOG 


Cincinnati, Oct. 19. 

Texas Guinan was on the receiv- 
ing end of a lot of razz publicity 
because she was cut off the air last 
Wednesday night ri2) after six 
minutes of an allotted 15 over 
WLW. Appearing at the Graystone 
ballroom with her barnstorming 
troupe of night clubbers, the broad- 
cast was widely advertised as pub- 
licity for the Greystone. Tex did not 
know that the mike had been put 
into operation and continued to ad 
lib wisecracking with the others in 
her troupe instead of toning down 
a bit to meet the ether ethics. The 
station got an earful and severed 
the connection. 

Edward Byron, production man- 
ager for WLW, explained that he 
had ordered the wire disconnected 
in conformity with the station rule 
requiring advance submission of 
verbal copy for the station’s okeh. 

The story was played up on the 
first page of the ‘Times-Star’, but 
ignored by all of the other dailies. 

‘I didn’t have anything to do with 
the broadcast,’ explained the Queen 
of the Night Clubs. ‘I doubt if my 
manager would have permitted me 
to broadcast the show. Why should 
I put on a free show for the radio? 
You can’t make any money that 
way. I should have been consulted 
before I was placed on the radio. 
I started out with this show to let 
people see what kind of a person I 
really am,’ 

Tex was showing to $1 gate and 
drew enough to make the engage- 
ment profitable to herself and the 
Greystone, 

Some months ago WLW cut 
George Olsen and Jim Tully off the 
air when they failed to furnish ad- 
vance copy of their continuity. 

















Honest Legger’s Friend 


Milwaukee, Oct. 19. 

Asst. Dist. Attorney A. J. Beyer 
is investigating activities of Badger 
Protective Assn. said to be organ- 
ized to protect the honest boot- 
legger. 

For $70 a year association agrees 
to provide bail in case of arrest, 
collect rubber checks and bad debts 





and give free legal advice. 











Ensenada Now Dead City 





S. S. Cos. Give Mex Resort the Go-By, Boom. 


ing Tia Juana and Caliente 





By Claude Binyon 





The Ultimate 


Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 

Taking dollars away from 
jobless men ha. been tried out 
here, but probably nipped. A 
variation of the petition gag 
on a larger scale, the victim 
paying $1 for enrollment in the 
Voters Unemployed Associa- 
tion. 

Advantage offered is that 
when enough voters are en- 
rolled they can force legisla- 
tion to relieve unemployment. 
Expose of the scheme was 
made by the Better Business 
Bureau. 














Male Magnolias 
Grab Liquor Biz 
In Film Colony 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Hollywood bootleggers have gone 
Holly wood. 

None of the he-man calibre of the 
legger as typified on screen stage 
or between the covers of a novel. 
It might be a blind or it might not, 
but the four boys doing top busi- 
ness amorg the picture people are 
the most dapper gentlemen in town, 
one talking with a lisp and an- 
ther who goes for perfume like no 
one’s business. 

Sweethearts 


But hand it to the boys, they’re 
business men—socially. Successful 
bidder for those occasional big 
Hollywood blowouts will take a loss 
to be the supplier of the evening 
and a chance to be among those 
invited and hobnob among the hi- 
hat prospective customers, 

Then follows the mail plugging. 
‘I am pleased to announce that I 
supplied the drinks at Miss Marion 
Whatshername’s recent party. May 
I include you among my list of 
dignified customers? Price list en- 
closed.’ 

And the envelope in which said 
price list reaches the stars and 
starlets is—baby blue or pink—per- 
fumed. 


AMDUR LOST RING, BUT 
GOT BOUNCING CHECK 


Jack Amdur, 28, salesman, 325 5th 
avenue, is out a $302 diamond ring. 
Amdur met an acquaintance, Harold 
M. Helfer, 34, jeweler, 138 West Tist 
street in Times Square. 

Amdur was in his auto. 
was on his way to a show. Amdur 
gave Helfer a lift. During the ride, 
Helfer admired Amdur’s diamond 
ring and asked Amdur did he care 
to sell it. Amdur stated yes. 

Helfer took the ring and gave 
Amdur a check for $302 on the 
First National Bank of Pittsburgh. 
Amdur deposited the check and it 
bounced with the notation, ‘No ac- 
count,’ said Amdur. 

Amdur reported his trouble to de- 
tectives Kellerman and Passagno of 
the West 68th street station. The 
latter arrested Helfer who pleaded 
not guilty. Helfer was held for the 
action of the Grand Jury in $1,500 
bail. 


MARRIAGE WITH CHORUS 


Solly Shaw Shows ’Em in the Bronx 
What's a Wedding 











Helfer 











Solly Shaw got married Oct. 10. 
To make it 100% up and up, he had 
two ceremonies. Solly’s bride was 
Dora Messer, non-professional. 

Solly put in a little of his show- 
manship to give the wife the idea. 

It was a military wedding with 12 
boys and 12 girls in the chorus. The 
guests in the Bronx saw a real show 
with three bands and 15 vaude acts. 

The performance came off at mid- 
night. 

The Shaws honeymooned in At- 
lantle City. 


. 
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Ensenada, Mex., Oct, 16, 

As the regular week-end ®xcurs 
sion ship of the Pacific Steamship 
Co. sent its load of passengers to 
the Ensenada pier by water taxi, 
three Mexican cab drivers Stirred 
lazily, mumbled a haphazard offer 
of service and resumed a Siesta, 
which may last another year, En. 
senada is deserted, so deserted that 
bartenders forget their English be. 
tween customers from Los Angeles, 
140 miles away by water. 

And to make it more deserted the 
Pacific Steamship Co. has heavea a 
sigh of disgust and ordered its boats 
to make San Diego its southmost 
destination until further notice, 
That throws all the trade to Tia 
Juana and Agua Caliente and 
throws another shovelful of dol. 


drums on Ensenada’s passionate 
ambitions, 
Dumped incongruously in this 


Mexican bay village of sleeping 
dogs, tired women and snoring men 
is the whoopsy Ensenada Casino, 
whose sprawling, luxurious design 
was originated jointly some years 
ago by Moorish lords and Califor. 
nia hot dog stands. Associated with 
the government-subsidized Playa 
del Ensenada syndicate just before 
the casino opened this year was 
your old pal, Jack Dempsey, who 
saw there was no money and backed 
out, leaving the syndicate to hold 
both its nead and a pretentious 
home built for the domestic com- 
forts of Mr. and the then Mrs, 
Dempsey. At night the home looks 
like a swell spot for a ghost story. 

The casino’s hotel has 80 rooms 
peddling for $6 and up, and will 
build another 100 rooms when some- 
one notices the first 80. The casi- 
no’s ultra restaurant has crisp linen 
and glittering silver which is dusted 
off by waiters who will die of lone- 
liness. The casino’s modern caba- 
ret, with its tables banked in tiers 
and its dance floor as shiny as a 
Mexican’s pants’ seat, will not open 
this year because nobody asked it 
to, 

And there’s the casino proper, 
more elaborate than Caliente, where 
even the stoical croupiers become 
sad-eyed as day follows day and 
Americans follow the crowds to 
Caliente. 

The roulette wheel is accepting 
two-bit plays and thanking the 
players fervently for small favors, 
Other games are neglected to the 
point of extinction. 

The only sign of life is the bar off 
the gaming room, which has sent its 
prices beneath even the village bars, 
A parade of necking mural nudes 
provide its wainscotting and an 
eight-piece marimba band in tight 
drawers manufacturers the hotcha. 
Dancing is permitted among the few 
tables in lieu of the all-quiet caba- 
ret. Downstairs is another bar, ded- 
icated to stiff drinkers who can play 
a row of slot machines between lay- 
me-lows. 

Small Time Bettors 

And the little village of Ensenada, 
with its slot machines taken away 
by a $5 daily tax and most of its 
few drinkers grabbed by the casino, 
sleeps the sleep of the forgotten. 
Charlie Mack is the reported own- 
er of the Black Crow club, which 
will close in a few weeks after & 
few test months, 

There is no paved road leading to 
Ensenada from the United States 
until next year at least—although 
now and then a man lifts a shovel= 
and the steamship passengers are 
gone until nobody knows when. 

“fven most of the ladies of leisure, 
with their unnoticed cribs boarded 
up, have acquired a form of religion 
and are sleeping the sleep of the 
just. Such is life in the dead city: 


N. O. Little Reopens 


New Orleans, Oct. 19. 
Le Petit Theatre due Vieux Carre 
little theatre, opened with ‘The 
Vinegar Tree.’ Paid-up membership 
totals today over 3,000. More tha® 
$25,000 will be spent on production 
this season. None of the actors 
paid, 
November's production will . 
Deatb Takes a Holiday,’ and in 
cember, ‘Caesar and Cleopatra. 








Lemist Esler is director. 
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- Bid for Film Splits; Only 13 This Year 
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Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
While ambitious Mexican lawyers 
ilarizing all married couples 
the 


are circt 
in pictures advising 
inexpensiveness and simplicity of a 
Mexican divorce, Hollywood bar- 
ers are cooling their heels in 


them of 


rist 
their offices and wailing over the 
fact that since summer came and 
departed they have gathered the 
slimmest crop of divorces the town 
has seen in years. 

Mexican lawyers are offering pic- 
ture people divorces from $700 to 
$2,500, according to the divorce- 
seekers’ standing in pictures. No 
appearance is necessary; the whole 
thing can be done by mail. Mexico 
is aiming at the heart of Reno, fig- 
uring that the Nevada law of six 
weeks residence works in Mexico's 
favor. All dissatisfied married peo- 
ple have to do is notify a Mexican 
lawyer they want a divorce. He ar- 
ranges everything, having their 
statements presented at court by 
proxy. 

Forced Bliss 

Hollywood lawyers are laughing 
at the Mexican racket. They claim 
that almost every married couple in 
Hollywood is happy. Happy through 
necessity. 

Nothing stimulates marital sep- 
aration like summer parties. Sum- 
mer is the time when the boys and 
girls stray from the surroundings 
of connubial bliss. The green pas- 
tures are far from the family fire- 
side. 

Every other man or woman looks 
good to the husband or wife on a 
house party—if they’re inclined to 
chisel. 

Waiting 

Hollywood lawycrs sit around, 
waiting for the approaching fall and 
the visits of the dissatisfied married 
couples, with the patience of a 
terrier waiting for a hungry mouse 
to desert his nest. This fall the 
lawyers have shiny pants from 
waiting. There have been a few 
divorces—13 since July 1—but that’s 
a poor showing for the picture pro- 
fession which has contributed more 
than 100 divorces yearly for the 
past five years. 


Last summer was a dull season. 
Parties were fewer and less gay. 

The goodtime boys and gals were 
saving their money or didn’t have it 
to spend. There was no place for 
them to stray. Liquor was scarce. 
The mood to play was probably 
there but the opportunity wasn’t, 
so, they were good. 


Those Who Split 


Those who decided to sever the 
knot since vacation time have con- 
tributed little to lecal lawyers. The 
Price is down because of Reno. 


Picture people who have drifted 
in the past three months include 
Jaequette and Ralph Ceder, the di- 
rector. Mrs. Ceder got tired of los- 
ing decisions to her husband and 
couldn’t develop a sock, so she quit. 

Loretta Young quit Grant With- 
ers, claiming she was the one who 
earned the weekly salary. Janet 
McCormick left John McCormick, 
former producer and husband of 
Colleen Moore, charging he was too 
cruel to her. Stepin Fetchit lost 
his wife Dorothy. She said she 
couldn't get a laugh out of him at 
home. 

Montana’s Brew 


° Mary Lois Montana left Bull Mon- 
‘na’s bed and board because the 
Beeg Strong Fellah’ consumed too 
=a home brew and threw her 
_. .00 many falls. James Kirk- 
ae divorced Lila Lee for good old 
tien. Jack Dempsey double- 
rossed the local lawyers by suing 
“Stelle Taylor for divorce in Reno. 


Ethel Clayton quit Ian Keith on 


oe amntion that he was drunk most 
eir married life of three years. 
Anna Ha 


Harolde rolde walked out on Rolf 
threw in Claiming the parties he 
Edna “etary house kept her awake. 
Pratt ~ rd Oliver split with D. W. 
Years ; = _he left home for six 
went | tl ha Claire and John Gilbert 
Claire come Parate «ways, Miss 
ety suffering from mental cru- 


> 
nay Roach’s wife, Gladys, 
tiene tig ome home for days at a 
Armstr; aap moved out. Robert 
aaaee Mg and Jeanne Kent Arm- 
nS called it off when Mrs. 


Armstr ' 
mstrong decided she wanted to 
travel, 


+ 








There’s a Limit 


LID LIFTERS ON CUTS 





Concessionaire Grabbers in Nite 
Spots Not Making Faces Now 





Comeon quarters on the collec- 
tion plate at the hat check counter 
are mostly out, even in the better 
class joints. 

In other spots there is too much | 








Minneapolis, Oet. 19. 
Sorority girls at the Uni 
versity of Minnesota refuse to 


indorse the plan adopted by 
femme students at another 
college to limit refreshment 
expenditures of the men on 


their dates to a nickel. 

Depression or no depression 
the proposal goes too far, the 
girls say. 


Phoenix Shakes 
San Rating and 
Calls Playboys 


———— 











Phoenix, Oct. 19. 
This Arizona desert flower is pre- 
paring to bust open for the winter 


tourist traffic. Famous for its 
climate as an ald to all res- 
piratory ailments, Phoenix is giv- 


ing the health seekers the go-by 
and is out after the spenders. 

With three hotels that would 
credit to New York—William Wrig- 
ley’s Biltmore, the Westward Ho 
and the Adamis—the town is 
equipped to handle about 1,000 im- 
portant money guests, 

Biltmore is the most elaborate, 
built on the bungalow plan with 
everything that the spenders need 
to take care of their time. Hotel 
is now building a concrete road 
approach which will be ready for 
the season’s opening Dec. 1. The 
Biltmore is about five miles out of 
town. Other two hotels are on the 
edge of the city. 

Phoenix has a liberal adminis- 
tration which permits enjoyment 
for those who care for it. Nothing 
raw, but what you want is here, 
and at present not so expensive. 
But that will change when the 
tourists arrive. 

50,000 Population 

City has a population of 50,000 
and looks metropolitan. Store 
fronts are all new and modern and 
the class of merchandise displayed 
looks like Fifth Avenue. There are 
six skyscrapers in the business sec- 
tion and three more under con- 
struction. All house fruit growers 
and mining companies. 

Townspeople make you feel at 
home with plenty of smiles, but the 
girls kill the grin if you talk. At 
least some of the girls. 

Town streets are cluttered with 
expensive cars and no evidence of 
a depression in sight. 

Patients are missing from ‘the 
streets, but several of the spots, 
including the newspaper offices, 
have employees formerly known to 
the bigger cities. Came here for 
health and stuck. 

Salaries are below par with the 
employers figuring that any 
stranger who blows in and looks 
for work reeds the climate. 


STAG PARTY ON BOAT 


Up 





Cruise Broken by 


Coppers 


24-Hour 





‘The Friendly Boys’ Athletic Club,’ 
address unknown, who had char- 
tered the steamship ‘Poughkeepsie,’ 
with several hundred passengers 
aboard for a 24-hour trip around the 
local waters, came to a sudden halt 
by the intervention of Inspector Tom 
(Red) Walsh and a squad of 
sleuths, 


six women, about six members of a 
colored orchestra and several alleged 
principals. 

The raid occurred about 6 a. m. | 
‘he defendants will have a hearing | 
itomorrow (Wed) in the Tombs 
| Court. The party was stag, assert 
lthe cops. Owners of 40 autos parked | 
on the pier at 79th street and North } 
River were served with summonses 
to appear in the Traffic Court for 
parking. 

Twenty kegs of beer were seized, 
together with an ornate roulette | 
wheel, crap table, dice bird cage and | 


; : 
i several mint gambling machines. | 








do | 


his | 
who raided the boat, 79th| the maneuvers of airplanes. 
street and North River, and arrested | ~ 


danger that the will | 


customers 
|make off with the coin when the | 
| lady pirates back is turned. ‘The | 
| depression has hit the ancient and 
honorable graft and the perennial } 
joke about buying one’s hat back in | 
the course of a couple of weeks has | 
| gone to seed. 


The concessionaires who pay lit- | 
| erally enormous sums for the hat | 
check privileges at the class and 
mass resorts are squealing for an 
adjustment, pleading that they are 
not making the overhead, let alone 
license money. More dimes than 
quarters and more nickels than 
dimes are painting the hat check 
|b. o. red, even in the spots where 
| the girl used to sneer at a quarter 
| tip. 

| The man who has the price of a 
| meal figures that he is lucky to 
j; have that without squandering his 
| all on a looker with an itching palm 
Other Bandits 

And it’s just too bad about the 
flower girls, the doll sellers and the 
other sailors on the pirate craft. 
The man who used to click a buck 
to a daisy for a rose now has gone 
rose cold and he can’t buy dolls 
with legs leng enough to be tied 
into a knot when the bankroll is 
also knotty. 

Some spots are considering lift- 
ing the hat check along with the 
cover charge just to get them in. 
If they have the price of the check 
they feel they are breaking on the 
right side. 

The lid graft will be back again, 
probably, with the dawn of another 
tomorrow. 


STAG PARTIES 
COOLING OFF 


Even projectionists at stag par- 
ties are feeling the times. What is 
estimated to be 100 such operators 
in and around New York are re- 
ported by several of them to be 
doing the poorest business in years. 

Stag film boys are beating the 
speaks in recognizing greater buy- 
ing power of the dollar. They’re 
clipping 25 and even 50% off their 
original demands. Shows that used 
to bring $100 are down to $75 top 
now, except in the classiest spots. 

The boys are so hard up for busi- 
ness a few are offering cut-ins to 
people in show business with a 
wide circle of acquaintances who 
will become their unsavory s80- 
licitors. 

All business is not being accepted 
however, even in these hard days. 
Clean-up war in New York is mak- 
ing the risk greater with the leaner 
take. It’s a long stay up the stream 
for the lads who are caught and 
several of them are doing time right 
now. 

One lad who is reported to have 
done a capacity business with fra- 
ternal organizations featuring in 
the customer list, has been forced 
to go back to legitimate work for a 
livelihood. He has had only four 
calls since the first of the vear, 


Glass Topped Auto 


New Bedford, Mass., Oct. 19. 
Col. E. H. R. Green, son of that 
female Creosus, Hetty Green, who 
has special over-sized automobiles 
lin which to ride, is having a new 
car built with a glass roof. 

Col. Green’s purpose is to watch 


| 


























Bradnas to Rescue! 


Paterson, N. J., Oct. 19. 

Fred Bradna, equestrian director 
of the Ringling-Barnum and Bailey 
circus, and his wife, Ella, saved 
Grace Hanson, 12, when her canoe 
upset during @ squall at Mountain 
Lakes. The Bradnas are staying at 
the resort prior to appearing in 
Shrine indoor circuses which start 


} next month. 
The girl is the daughter of the 
mayor of Mountain Lakes. The 


Bradnas were fishing and went to 
her rescue. 
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Volstead Law Killing Lodges: 
Can Legal Beer Revive Them? 





An Eye for Biz 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 

Why Chicago's famous: 

As a group of plain clothes 
dicks were cleaning out one 
bookmakers’ room, a represen- 
tative from a place around the 
corner stood outside passing 
business cards to the dis- 
possessed bettors just told to 
scram by the coppers. 


Beer Recipes 
Make All Kin 
In Hollywood 











Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Most important subject of discus- 
studios just now is the 
proper method of making a batch 
of beer. The plebian thirst quencher 


sion in 


In the general discussion of a re- 
turn to a beer standard of 4% al- 


coholic content, no mention has 
been made of one angle the fra- 
ternal orders. Any lodge secretary; 
particularly if he represents one 
of the more popular organizations, 
will freely admit that prohibition 


administered more of a knockout 
to fraternalism than to some other 
branches which might popularly be 
supposed to feel more seriously the 
effects of the nominal withdrawal 
of alcoholic beverages. 

According to the executive head 
of one of the largest of the frater- 
nal societies, the withdrawal of beer 
has done more to put a crimp into 
the organization than hard times. 
Being something of a pessimist, he 
seems to feel that a return to 4% 
beer may come too late, but if it 
is not, th§n it is fraternalism’s only 
hope. 

Depression Not Reason 

Very few of these 
boast the membership 
could show ten years ago. 
fore the bull market broke, the 
membership was dropping off at 
an alarming rate. Depression has 
only accelerated the speed of the 


organizations 
list they 
Long be- 





rates higher as a topic of interest 
than the silver standard, depression 
or world politics. 

On every set, from star to extra, 
from director to grip, it’s yeast, 
malt, syphoning and bottling that 


moments. 
Pints and Ghandi 


batch of beer is more 
than what 


quarts overshadows Ghandi. 

Is distilled water better 
hydrant aqua? will stop most any 
production. Should the batch stand 
five or 10 days? will cause old 
friends to become enemies. 

If a list of stars who concoct their 
own versions of Pilsner could be 
published their public would walk 
out on their ordinary tastes or take 
them into their arms as home folks. 

Home brew is a common leveler. 
It brings star and prop man on the 
same footing, particularly if the 
prop man has discovered a method 
to remove the yeasty taste from his 
brew. 

Some day some press department 
will bring a reported highbrow ac- 
tor down to his public by publish- 
ing a fan picture of him at home in 
his kitchen capping a new batch of 
beer, 





FRIENDLY GIFT OF $20,000 


So Says Bill Leeds, Referring to 
Raquel Torres 





Newark, N. J., Oct. 19. 

Following close on the heels of 
the gift of a bracelet held worth 20 
grand, William Leeds flew from 
Roosevelt field to Newark Saturday 
a few minutes after Raquel Torres 
had arrived there in a Lockheed- 
Sirius plane said to belong te Leeds. 
Miss Torres’ plane was piloted by 
Major Edward Conerton. Leeds de- 
nied that he was engaged to Miss 
Torres, and said they were just 
friends. 
Last drop of publicity in the 
stories is being squeezed out by 
Miss Torres’ P. A., Monte Proser, 
ably assisted by Mack Miller. Local 
Loew’s State is in for a lively . eek 
with this pair. 





Galveston on the Fence 
For 1932 Beaut Event 


Galveston, Oct. 19. 

Beauty pageants, which origi- 
nated in Galveston 12 years ago, 
may be a thing of the past so far as 
Galveston is concerned. The 1931 
pageant went $10,000 in the hole, 
and committee estimates $20,000 
will be required to stage event in 
1932. 

Public sentiment is favorable, but 
cash is still lacking. Committee 
wants municipal advertising fund to 
defray expense, City has an annual 


budget of $55,000 for advertising, 
and it is probable that diversion of 
any part of this to beauty show 


would cause violent opposition from 
those against the pageant on prin- 
ciples. 
Decision expected before first of 
year. 





invokes major interest during dull 


How to eliminate the gas from a 
important 
sequence comes next, 
Whether to put it up in pints or 


than 


diminuition. 

As this executive sees it, pro- 
hibition changed men’s tempera- 
ments. The member who used to 
come down to a meeting full of good 
beer and a charitable feeling toward 
all mankind, changed from the syn- 
thetic lager to the equally syn- 
thetic, but more highly charged gin 
and whiskey. Two or three drinks 
of the raw alcohol, unmellowed by 
a nap in the wood, rendered the im- 
biber combative and unsocial. 

In the ante room handclasps were 

replaced by swigs from the inevit- 
able hip flasks, which few ever 
thought of packing in the old days. 
By the time the meeting was called 
to order most of the members were 
noisily troublesome. Meetings were 
stormy in almost startling contrast 
to the placid sessions before pro- 
hibition. 
Sessions were so stormy that the 
more serious minded stayed away. 
The kickers were out in force. All 
forward moves were blocked. Can- 
didates became few, either because 
the blackball was in more common 
use or because the disgruntled 
members told all of their friends 
that their qgnce prized organization 
was on the way out. 


Visitors Banned 


In societies boasting a bar, the 
necessity for guarding the sale of 
liquor shut out the visitors and 
also disgusted the few more con- 
servative members. Those who did 
come were noisy, quarrelsome and 
frequently destructive, and more 
than one bout has ended in a pretty 
completely wrecked snuggery. If 
the house committee, fearing 
trouble, ordered the doors closed 
there was more disorder and more 
grouches. 

In the past years, drinking has 
become better ordered. Men are 
more habituated to the raw liquor 
and, on the other hand, the methods 
of distribution brings a better grade 
of rum, but they are still drinking 
hard stuff or needled beer and still 
telling each other that the once 
loved institution is going to the 
dogs. And it is, because the hard 
liquor men are putting it there. 
Perhaps beer will change the 
spirit of their thoughts; perhaps 
not. Many have become so used to 
the stuff which counts its age by 
weeks instead of years that the old 
brew may not appeal. Lodge secs 
feel that beer is the only chance 
for fraternalism, but they are not 
optimistic, even at that. It’s only 
the off chance, but the only chance, 
they see. 


Smile Away Hard Times 


Mexico City, Oct. 15. 

Merchants and hotel keepers wear 
long faces these days. American 
and other tourists have become a 
rarity. World depresh is blamed. 
Marked slump in biz for first 
line eateries. Some such establish- 
ments have at last tumbled to ad- 
vantage for themselves of appear- 
ing glad to see customers, 
Old style, which tourists no Hke, 
was to leave first advances to pa- 
trons, Best local joke was res- 
taurauteur complaining that 
tomers never greeted him. 


cus- 
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Paris 





Gilbert White at the fights. 

Fanny Cotton had a birthday. 

Papers full of crime stuff now. 

Rogert Capellani’s father died. 

Spring arrived six months late. 

Jack McKeon at Albert's before 
sailing. 

Gordon Pollock to Berlin to study 
camera. ; 

Elsa Maxwell still giving parties 
at Ciro’s. 

‘Paris-Beguin’ being previewed to 
all Paris. 

Lilyan Tashman 
genie hats! 

Dinah sending out invitations for 
her opening. ‘ 

Night clubs have gone ‘Good Night 
Sweetheart.’ 

Gladys and Will 
around town, 

Tullio Carminati fading out of 
Paris quietly. 

Game courses in the restaurants 
coming down. 

Rumors about Lottie Pickford 
being in town. 


sniffed at Eu- 


Ahearn are 


mit at his bar-cabaret. 


dining and dancing night club in 
town. 

You ,.can get a quick snack in the 
new addition to the Scribe bar now 
—where the midget golf once was. 
Yormer American-Canadian scenic 
designer named de la Chapelle get- 
ting a lot of production work here. 
Comte P. Fourier dHincourt 
around the American newspapers 
trying to get interviews for Anny 
Ondra. 

Lot of empty seats at the Pagoda, 
ex-Chinese Embassy, where Univer- 
sal is showing some of the less im- 
portant stuff. 

Rosito Moreno, back from Monte 
Carlo with mother and brother, be- 
ing steered about by her manager, 
William Gordon, son of Vera. 

Phil Lorner came via Le Touquet, 
so Harry got him to work with per- 
Vivian Dun- 


Herbert Carrick’s name a bogey to|/ can first introduced the warbler to 


society editors. 

Roy Wood lending his phonograph 
for bottle parties. 

Jean Granier has a lot of the 
charm of his dad. 

Jacques Nathanson hardest French 
playwright to find. 

Film ‘Marius,’ showing while re- 
vival of play still here. 

Eddie Lowe getting material fora 
Paris underworld story. 

Ray Ventura and his band engaged 
for next Folies Bergere. 

Voya George back in Paris after 
eight years in Hollywood, 

Roy Barton has rounded out his 
tenth year at Harry’s Bar. 

They say that Pierre Brasseur is 
not going to marry, after all. 

Herbert Howe down with a bad 
cold and going to the Riviera. 

It’s $2 for tea and toast at the 
Russian spot, Tierem Boyard. 

Alfred Savoir rather surprised by 
panning ‘He’ got in New York. 

Wave of erip sweeping town 
brings out rum bottles again. 

And did you ever try to get Pearl 
White on the telephone on Sunday? 


Paris. 

Paramount current stage presen- 
tation with nothing but black, un- 
lighted velvet drops and back drops 
is one of the simplest and finest yet 
produced in Paris. 

Manager of the Bateau Ivre has 
the idea that it is better for his 
place not to give free drinks to the 
reporters, but to treat any other 
night club or restaurant people in 
town. 

Dorothy Usner Baxter drinking a 
toast in champagne to the President 
of France and signing her name on 
the American Legion inauguration 
register as ‘The Duchess of Vaga- 
bondia.’ 





London 





Betty Balfour staging a comeback. 
Percy (‘Peebee’) Burton off to New 
York. 
Embassy theatre doing standee 
trade. 
Warwick Ward lining up with the 


e* Sparrow Robertson dragging his} Lowes. 


“ 


typewriter around for sports events. 

John van Druten going back to 
Hollywood soon to write more plays. 

Allan Finn and Lulu Gould doing 
the rumba by themselves at Frisco’s. 

The opening of Jeff Dickson Pa- 
lais des Sports drew society leaders. 

Douglas Byng getting his pictures 
in the papers on leaving for America. 

Stock reports so bad they print 
the quotations in six point here now. 

Gaby Morlay playing on the sub- 
way circuit and then going to Egypt. 

Yves Mirande is running out of 
scripts, the films are taking them so 
fast. 

Joe Zelli gets so excited over ‘Pa- 
pavert’ he recites the lines of the 
play. 

Peggy Hopkins Joyce in from the 
Riviera and shopping before saililg 
home. 

The telephone is the principal 
character in the first act of ‘Fa- 
bienne.’ 

Madeleine Keltie raising the roof 
of Harry’s doing the third act of 
‘Tosca.’ 

Paris managers curious about 
success of ‘Elizabeth of England’ in 
London. 

The only restaurant on the Ile de 
Cite—the Auberge du Vert Galant— 
igs closed. 

Peter Rurik here from Tunis and 
on to Hollywood by the first 
freighter. 

Cecile Sorel may play at the 
Odeon in plays the Comedie will not 
let her do. 

Sergei Nadzow—alias Tim Mc- 
Euen—off to Broadway to see the 
new plays. 

Edward Stirling to do Rostand’s 
‘The Man I Killed’ at Monte Carlo 
in January. 

Edith Wilson sings one or two 
songs as they haven't been sung in 
Paris before, { 

Bill Henley’s country place went 
bust, so he’s back entertaining at 
Johnny's Bar. 

Eddie Goulding got a lot of new 
ideas for directing ‘Grand Hotel’ 
while over here. 

Suzanne Delve cutting dress re- 
hearsals when working at studio 
until 2:30 a. m. 

Frank Reynolds disposing of his 
real estate holdings near Paris when 
pound went floppo. 

Although one of the _ craziest 
places in the world, Capri one of the 
gayest for a month or so. 

John Wexley had same apartment 
in Montparnasse again this year, 
but only stayed few days. 

A lot of scrambling around at the 
Comedie Francaise in preparation 
for the trip to Scandinavia. 

That Dietrich record of ‘Leben, 
ohne Liebe kannst du nicht,’ is one 
reason for ‘Calais-Douvres.’ 

Eva Le Gallienne and Josephine 
Hutchinson taking an apartment 
here, but off to Spain to rest. 

There are two tables of peuple at 
the Cafe de la Paix meeting once a 
month to chortle over ‘Ballyhoo.’ 

The cily difference between Epi- 
nay and Universal City now is that 
there's no Cahuenga Pass over here. 

Maurice Rostand running out on 
his faverite boites during the dress 
reheare:js of ‘Le General Boulanger.’ 

The Miami, way out on the Ave- 
nue Malakoff, is now the smartest 


a —_ 


Dudley Leslie back from the 
States. 
Gertrude Lawrence keen on disk 
recording. 
Walter West threatens to start a 
talker unit. 
Elissa Landi over and making 
appearances, 
Anybody know what’s happened 
to Alex Esway? 
Curious how out of date Oscar 
Wilde’s become. 
Dinah, the danseuse, making a hit 
at the Berkeley. 
Saville and Westminster two new 
theatres this week. 
Sydney Hyman with a new con- 
signment of Egyptians. 
A great talker bet is Heather An- 
gel, and they're finding it out. 
Ann Casson, the Thorndike actress 
daughter, gets abed at 9 o’ nights. 
James V. Bryson writing from 
France and not leasing the Prince 
Edward. 
Problem is: Exactly how many 
publicity managers do the Lachmans 
keep going? 

H. B. (‘Beachcomber’) Morton 
says Joe Sachs will be literary ed- 
itor of a new sheet. 


The Hague 


There is now an automatic cafe- 
teria in Rotterdam. In the new 
shop customers will have to buy 
counters. 

For the first time in history 
‘Fathers’ Day’ was celebrated in 
Europe on October 3. Movement 
aims to destroy female supremacy. 

Though the local entertainment 
list is overcrowded, Professor Pic- 
card, who made the balloon trip in 
the stratosphere, drew a ‘full house.’ 

Vending slot machines are being 
introduced all over Holland. Tobac- 
conists have used them in front of 
their shops to get away from the 
early closing bill, the police object- 
ing that the law was circumvented 
in the sale of tobacco to minors. 

For almost a year the Dutch 
broadcaster AVRO has been sending 
out jazz music by a Dutch jazz band 
camouflaging as Hungarian, done 
because in Holland foreign artists 
are much more admired than the 
native product. The whole band 
consists, however, of Dutch musi- 
cians, 











Winnipeg 


By Matt Corbett 





Vaude eagerly looked forward to. 

Coghill’'s road show didn’t pan out. 

Passion play to come here, at 
Amphitheatre. 

Cc. L. Lutes nearly starts a stock 
co. but changes mind. 

Frank Wade sang over radio from 
Bismarck, wishing well to friends in 
"peg. 

Gladys Hansen in from Chau- 
tauqua; also H. Needham and Betty 
McCracken, 

St. Judes Little Theatre group to 
stage ‘High Temperature,’ played 
by local Variety mugz. 

John McCormack, when told he 
was to appear in the Amphitheatre, 
which is a rink, said he hoped he 
wouldn't be a frost. They loved him. 
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Warsaw 


By Edward J. Kurylo 





Polish censors still ban such films 
as ‘Mare Nostrum’ and ‘Prince Po- 
tiomkin.’ 

Our national opera, ‘Halka,’ of 
Moniuszko, is going to be recorded 
by Columbia. 


In Grodno the municipality adver- 
tised for a stock company but there 
were no offers. 

Teatr Lodski from Lodz pald a 
short visit with Annie Nichol’s 
‘Triple Wedding.’ 

‘In the Jungle,’ by Weyssenhoff, 
after much preparation, is not go- 
ing to be produced. 

In Poznan the opera is closed in- 
definitely, also on account of artists 
not accepting a shorter season. 
There was some talk of well 
known author Kaden Badrowski as 
general manager of the Municipal 
Theatres, but opposition too strong. 
Teatr. Maly did Ervine's ‘First 
Mrs. Frazer,’ but the show did not 


succeed. An American play of 
Barry Conners, ‘Roxy,’ is playing 
now. 

Nowosci did Kalman’s musical 


comedy, ‘Autumn Maneuvers,’ pro- 
duced excellently by Szczawinski. 
It was succeeded by Lehar’s ‘Czar- 
evitz.’ 

B-W-B, new producing company, 
is advertising a new film, ‘Unnamed 
Heroes,’ and another, ‘Blok,’ is going 
to produce a comedy of army life in 
Poland. 

The name of Pola Negri Palace 
has been changed to Adria Palace, 
perhaps on account of fewer letters. 
The bill for electricity is also to be 
considered. 

Niuta Bolska and Waclaw Zdan- 
owicz, artists who recently were 
performing in revues here, are now 
engaged to play at the Polish the- 
atre in Cleveland. 

The management of Splendid, pic- 
ture palace, had to pay a fine of 
7,000 zlotys to Mascagni for using 
the music of ‘Cavalleria Rusticana’ 
without permission. 

There is a project on foot to start 
a private Yiddish opera and musical 
company under the direction of Mr. 
Borys, a prompter of the present 
opera company in Lwow. 

Szyfman’s Teatr Polski played 
successfully Sacha Guitry’s and Os- 
car Strauss’s musical comedy, ‘Ma- 
rietta,’ then Vicki Baum’'s ‘Grand 
Hotel,’ which had a mixed reception. 
In Lwow the orchestra at the Mu- 
nicipal Opera went on strike, on 
account of not being paid on time 
by the management, and the opera 
is closed for the rest of the season. 
Three native singers are engaged 
abroad: Stanislaw Drabik, in Bel- 
grad; Kiepura is engaged to sing 
with the Chicago Opera, and at the 
same opera is George Garda, bari- 
tone. 

‘Citadel of Warsaw,’ 
produced in Germany, has been 
shown in Warsaw, but the con- 
ception does not appeal. Here in 
Poland we know more about Russia 
than Germans ever will. 

So far the newspapers are blam- 
ing the artists. Directors are adver- 
tising for amateur talent to play in 
their theatres. To make things 
worse many of these amateurs will 
want to become professionals. 

In Teatr Narodowy, Zelwerowicz 
produced Molnar’s ‘One, Two, Three’ 
and a Mark Twain comedy without 
success. The next production, Chab- 
erski’s ‘Azure Bay,’ with Cwik- 
linska, failed, but a revival of Bir- 
rageau & Dolley’s ‘The Hawk’ 
turned the trick. 

Not long ago ‘The World Without 
an End’ was shown. This may be 
the last picture of mixed produc- 
tion, for it was pretty awful. The 
much advertised Miss Polonia has 
signed an agreement with the In- 
ternational Artists Studios in Holly- 
wood, it is reported. 

The artists’ coffee house, called 
Ziemianska, is becoming famous for 
its temperamental eruptions. Not 
long ago the wife of an orchestra 
conductor from the Grand Opera in 
Warsaw had beaten her husband 
and the girl he was with at the cafe. 
Then a very well known capitalist 
was slapped in the face, an artist 
punched an editor of a well known 
publication. 

Nowy Ananas, open air resort, 
was well patronized. The premiere 
of its revue, ‘The Racing of the Min- 
isters,’ had to be called off. The 
police forbade its repetition and de- 
manded alteraticn. This boomed 
the show, until the murder of Miss 
Jadwiga Korcezynska, a principal 
dancer, by a former sweetheart at 
the door of the theatre brought 
everything to an end. 

Four projects submitted for Mu- 
nicipal theatres; one by city comp- 
troller’s office, another by the Min- 
istry of Internal Affairs, third by 
Ministry of Trade and Industry, and 
the last one by Krywoszejew, finan- 
cial adviser of the late Russian gov- 
ernment theatres. Controversy be- 
tween artists and directors over 
terms has delayed the season. Al- 
ready it’s October and nothing 
started. 

There was a general strike in the 
picture theatres of Warsaw which 


originally 





lasted about two weeks. Move was 
a protest against taxes in Warsaw 


CHATTER 





and the battle was on. It has been 
decided by the municipality that the 
taxes starting from May 15 until 
Sept. 15 will be less than the rest 
of the year. But business is so bad 
in the summer months that few 
places can more than pay their way, 
taxation aside. 

Organizations of directors and 
artists are engaged in a fight, and 
a bitter one. Many theatres are 
dark. President of Warsaw told the 
artists’ organization (ZASP) that 
the municipality is not going to run 
the opera but will farm it to a re- 
sponsible party. In Katowice the 
municipality has closed the opera 
because the artists refused shorter 
contracts. ZASP replied that it will 
not allow artists to play in the other 
dramatic theatres in Katowice, so 
that big town will be without a the- 
atre. 





Montreal 


Dune Macdonald getting married. 

George Wright back from Europe. 

Li Shapiro switched from golf to 
rugby. 

Jimmy Strachan busy signing up 
Maroons. 

A. McDonald resting after eye 
operation. 

Tom Archer writing music and 
legit for ‘Gazette.’ 

Big McGill graduates’ reunion all 
week helped flickers. 

Donald MacLeod back from two 
months’ overseas trip. 

Lorne Duguid conditioning for 
hockey in a mine up north. 

Frank Shaughnessy appointed 
business manager Montreal Royals. 

Chez Maurice booked for bachelor 
dinner of Premier Taschereau's son 
Friday (16). 

Joe Lighstone cleaned up on 
‘Dreyfus Case’ at Orpheum, former 
home of stock. 

Billy Bissett going on Columbia 
chain after six months’ local radio, 
where he piled big fan mail. 

Governor-General and suite at 
opening night ‘Barretts of Wimpole 
Street,’ His Majesty's, Monday (19). 

Art Field, astrologist, says horo- 
scopes predict revolution in Eng- 
land and defeat of Ramsey Mac- 
Donald. 

Spread between government cen- 
sus and city estimate of Montreal 
population now placed at over 300,- 
000. Latter gives it at 1,250,000. 

Four-feet-high Johnny Griffiths, 
just 16, guest of George Rotsky at 
Palace and O.K’d for admission 
thereafter. Height made _  door- 
keepers doubtful under Quebec law. 








Reno 





J. Phillips, Nevada telephone man- 
ager and former star athlete of San 
Francisco Olympic Club. 

Gray Mashburn, Nevada attorney 
general, shoots self in hand trying 
to unload ancient pistol. 

Wife of Congressman John J. De- 
laney of New York gets divorce de- 
cree, immediately marrying Eugene 

Nevada football team due for 
shake-up. Loses two games out of 
three starts, breaking even in set-up 
contest. 

Bayone Whipple secures divorce 
here from Walter Huston on deser- 
tion grounds. Couple former vaude- 
ville sketch team as Whipple and 
Huston. 

One to 14 years in state peniten- 
tiary imposed on Marjory Witter of 
Newmarket, N. J., who tried to beat 
the six-week divorce law residence 
requirement. She was sent up for 
perjury. 

Baroness Rachael Warrington Ro- 
senkrantz dropped her title and her 
Danish nobleman in the Reno di- 
vorce court. She married the count 
in Cincinnati in 1927. Resumed her 
maiden name. 


Long Island 


By Joe Wagner 








Flushing misses Queenie Smith. 

Big October influx into Island 
from city. 

Al Rose is the new manager at 
Loew’s Woodside. 

Johnny Heinz at Forest Hiils has 
that Harvard slant. 

Haroid McMahon at the Valencia 
knows his tailoring. 

Vaude a success at Hempstead 
and Rockville Center. 

Jesse Lowenthal at the Triboro is 
also a good bookkeeper. 

Joe E. Greenidge, ‘Daily Star’ 
dramatic critic, getting more epace. 

J. P. Harris, the new manager at 
—* Plaza in Cororia, got mar- 
ried. 

Bayside turns out when an Eddie 
Dowling picture is shown at the 
local house. 

Charles Reed Jones’ locale for his 
latest mystery story, ‘Torch Mur- 
der,’ is in Great Neck. 

William Gaxton, of all persons, at 
the opening of the ‘North Shore 
Journal’s’ cooking school. 

Plenty of speculation of what will 





happen to Flushing theatre build- 
ing bought by B. S. Moss interests. 


—————— +. 
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By Max Magnus 





Leni Riefenstahl in 


the 
for iocations. Dolomites 


Emil Ludwig is writing 

concerning Mussolini. © ¢ tom 
Dr. Alfred Fiedler, publicit 

ager of Tobis, resigned. ¥ WAae 
Gerhart Hauptmann with 

in Locarno, Switzerland. family 


Suedfilm and Fellner & So 
planning an amalgamation. 

Maria Hussa has been engage 
the Teatro del Verme in Milan’ ie 

Osso people everywhere seen with 
red carnations in the buttonhole 

Laudi Lawrence,. G. Fiedelbay 
Adolphe Osso and Irvin Mare heme 

Charlotte Susa will play in three 
pictures between now and Christ. 
mas. 

“melka theatres give free pers 
formances for unemployed every 
week. 

Erich Engel will produce g film 
with Wengeroff in Paris in two ver. 
sions. 

Guenter Mamelok and Max Kolpe 
sold their third film manuscript ig 
one month. 

The Spanish dancer, La Argentina, 
gave a performance before her 
American trip. 

Adele Sandrock will appear this 
season for the first time in a play by 
the Russian poet Katajew. 

Erwin Straus, son of Oskar, fine 
ished a musical comedy, ‘Ein reizen. 
der Mensch’ (‘A Charming Person’), 

Ralph SBenatzky, composer, ig 
working with Leopold Jacobson, ay- 
thor of ‘Waltz Dream,’ on a new 
operetta. 

Yvonne and Roberts, dancing 
team, last winter at St. Moritz Ho- 
tel, New York, will perform in an 
operetta. 

Ferenc Molnar’s new play, ‘Je- 
mand’ (‘Somebody’), will be staged 
by Gustaf Gruendgens. In the leads, 
Lili Darvas and Albert Bassermann, 
E. A. Dupont has settled his fight 
with Emelka and will direct the 
talker with Willy Forst, ‘Peter Voss, 
der Millionendieb' (‘Peter Voss, the 
Millionaire Thief’). 

Ernst Joseph Aufricht intends to 
perform the opera ‘Aufstieg und 
Fall der Stadt Mahagonny’ (‘Rise 
and Fall of the City Mahagonny’), 
by Bert Brecht and Curt Weill, au- 
thor and composer of ‘Beggar's 
Opera.’ 
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Australia 


By Eric H. Gorrick 





Legit weak. 

W. T. will do “Hay Fever.” 

“Skippy” strong matinees. 

“Trader Horn” opens big. 

“Daddy Long Legs” set for run. 

George Parker still producing for 

Wy: Ze 

“City of Song” unexpected hit for 
> 


“Viennese Nights” still smash, 
Will stay six months now. 

Ernie Rolls will attempt another 
revue comeback. Angels backing. 
Hugh D. McIntosh awarded 4 
cents damages against newspaper 
for alleged libel. 

Bobby Jones series of shorts click 
ing strongly with all the big circuits 
buying the full series. 

Josephine Trix and Two Rascals 
are playing in Melbourne under the 
Connors-Paul management. 

Hoyt's would like to play imported 
acts over circuit but figure impore 
tation costs and exchange too high. 
If Fox decides produce full length 
talkers, will do so alone. Will not 
connect with any local producing 
unit. 

‘Dearest Enemy’ looks like a stage 
winner in Melbourne for W. T. Will 
revive ‘Belle of New York’ and other 
old timers. 

By end of year Efftee will have 
four talkers ready for hitting the 
screen. Mostly local in dialog and 
atmosphere. 

Sunday night shows ordered off 
by civil authorities. Mostly played 
for charity. 
complained, hence throwout. 
Frank Neil, former legit producet, 


tour here. Reported Neil may back 
up the star with a company of Eng- 
lish vaude acts. . 
Fuller's booked in ‘Trader Horn 
for an eight weeks’ run Sydney. 
Same organization turned a 
‘Viennese Nights’ when offered. Wil 
cop plenty with ‘Horn’ though. 
Jack Musgrove and backers make 
another try with vaude at Oper 
House, Sydney. Arthur Prince W 
stay and headline bill. No importa- 
tions in future unless idea clicks. 
Matinees twice weekly. nt 
In western Australia Sunday 7 
screenings were permitted by oO 
authorities, but both Hoyt’s and = 
T. have quit opening their theakt 
on the Sabbath. Six cents admis 
sion not high enough to meet over 
head costs. tra 

Hoyt’s playing the one orches 
in two theatres, arranging with ion 
Musicians’ Union to put the — 
over. Hoyt’s figured pit boys ills 
little to do with double-feature = 
booked in most of their theatres 4 
that the two-theatre plan wou 
keep them working. nit 

Capitol back with stage Me 
shows. Current is a corking bill one 
cluding ‘The Public Defender, r 
Girl Habit,’ two newsreels, — 
stage band, ballet and vaude sa. 
75 cents top with business ° his 
U. T. fighting hard to make t 
house soar above overhead. 











Labor organizations | 


has booked Ella Shields for another — 


Jron } 
Irving 
Ray . 

wed. - 
Victol 
a at 9c pe 
The § 
togethe! 
a Frank 
| gaturda 
Ben |! 
an illne 
Al He 
for Tah 
Sir E 
the Lob 
Arthu 
convale 
Doris 
married 
Lola " 
mornin§ 
i Puzli: 
4 pury Pé 
{ Sol B 
showing 

: Have 
Island's 

one 
Broadw 


Joe F 
gees a! 


Mann 
the term 


Lyons 
their ol 


Len | 
the fan 
Adela 
has ret 


Jean 
name t 


Walte 
Connoll 


Morr’ 
and hac 


That 
combo | 
Eva 
George 

Leon 
Milford 
Billy 
gon are 
act. 
Ermi! 
for CB: 
time. 
Char 
way sti 
vest.’ 
Eddi 
maybe 
at h.o, 
Wald 
rooms | 
5 charity 
j Bill § 
has be 
Ludwig 
5 Char 
the ho 
footbal 
Jack 
Park | 
tendin; 
Belle 
again : 
remove 
Whil 
his mi: 
vaudevy 
Ed. } 
ager, i: 
lantic | 
: Sid } 
4 is tak 
Louis | 
Vine 
Zone o 
las Re 
In n 
dance 
receive 
That 
York, 
for a - 
Gene 
from t 
for Pu 
Foo¢ 
Plenty 
runnin 
Lee 
his off 
in bed 
Clift 
= Max ¢ 
- is thr. 
: Lyn 
s posure 
> J tur 
{ Raly 
' Hint j 
It's a 
“He 
Arno 
Whitr 
Julj 
of the 
n € 


8udde 
comm 

Jac} 
&umm 
hears, 


ss 


sat ier icant 








i 
2 
: 
{ 
3 
: 
4 
: 
{ 
q 





OS 











Loe 
to the 
blue c 

The 
simul 
that ¢ 

Joh 
Aurie 
Lond 

Fre. 
anl } 
kroce, 


Mrs 








A1~ 


lew 


ing 


the 
8S, 
the 


er, 


ig- 


rn’ 
ey. 
wn 
Vill 


ike 
era 
vill 
ta- 
‘ks. 


ght 
the 


res 
\is- 
ere 


tra 
the 
dea 
nad 
ills 
and 
uld 


init 
in- 
rhe 
ran, 
act. 
cay. 
this 





















































































x i A NR ain i? oe tk 








ae tere 











Tuesday, October 20, 1931 















TIMES SQUARE 


VARIETY 43 











——— 
Broadway 


Jron hats back. 

Irving Evans turned playwright. 

Ray Miller, the boxer, about to 
go dises selling on 14th street 
at 9c per. ; 

The Sam Warshawskys lunching 
together. 

Frank 
Saturday. 

Ben F. Holzman recovering from 
an illness. 

Al Hershfeld, the artist, has left 
for Tahiti, 

Sir Hubert Wilkins lunching at 
the Lobster. 

Arthur Hammerstein back home 
convalescent. 

Doris Tauber of Berlin’s will be 
married Jan. 3. 

Lola Woursell is called 729’s good- 
morning cheer. 

Puzlix’s May Mahoney doing As- 
bury Park week-ends. 

Sol Brill in Mount Sinai hospital 
showing improvement. 

Have you played Plandome, Long 
Island's hilliest course ? 

One wine brick store 
Broadway gives up ghost, 

Joe Pessimistic Pincus thinks he 
gees a reason for a smile, 

Manny Eisenberg greyish around 
the temples. It’s dignified. 

Lyons and Yosco reunited, doing 
their old double comedy act. 

Len Bourne has moved in with 
the family from Long Island. 


Adelaide Hail, the colored singer, 
has returned from the other side. 


Jean Downs thinking of changing 
name to Ups. Its the depression. 


Walter Moore giving the w. k. 
Connolly a run as a gate crasher. 


Morris Green bought a toy cornet 
and had to get a derby to go with it. 

That explosive new cig box and 
combo lighter Ralph Stitt picked up. 

Eva Leonard will open with 
George Olsen at the Club Richman. 

Leon Friedman ahead and Bob 
Milford back with “Three’s a Crowd.’ 

Billy Kent and Homer Dickin- 
son are hookep up in a new comedy 
act. 

Erminie Calloway, who broadcasts 
for CBS, makes candy in her spare 
time. 

Charlie Hunt handling a Broad- 
way show. Pack with ‘Lean Har- 
vest.’ 

Eddie Corcoran back from .Philly 
maybe to settle down with Publix 
at h.o, 

Waldorf will open all its ball- 
rooms Nov. 6 with Peacock Ball for 
charity. 

Bill Schneider, sec to Milton Feld, 
has become sec to Feld’s pal, L. J. 
Ludwig. ; 

Charley Freeman off to Syracuse, 
the home town, for business and 
football. 

Jack Large has fractured leg. 
Park West hospital. Dr. Amey at- 
tending. 

Belle Friedman is out and around 
again after having had her tonsils 
removed. 

While Jed Harris is making up 
his mind, Harry Rosenthal may go 
vaudeville, 

Ed. MacDowell, former legit man- 
ager, is now running a hotel in At- 
lantic City. ‘ 

Sid Piermont, Loew vaude booker, 
is taking dancing lessons from 
Louis Mosconi. 

Vince Braham down in Canal 
Zone on special assignment for At- 
las Recording. 

In most of New York’s 10-cent 
dance places the girls (hostesses) 
receive a jitney. 

That Lupez girl still around New 
York. Guests of the Bluementhals 
for a few days. 

Gene Fox and Dave Fred blew in 
from the coast before setting down 
for Publix in Buffalo. 

Food concessionaires taking it for 
Plenty in night spots this season, 
running on 90% loss. 
nin Shubert didn’t show up at 
oy office last Thursday, home sick 

bed. Not serious. 
Metton VYebb may be starred by 
fo Gordon after ‘Three’s a Crowd’ 
through on the road. 

Lynn Farnol proud of time-ex- 
poems Pictures he took of his new- 
y furnished apartment. 

Pea Bevan, formerly Bevan and 
is, in vaude, is the papa of a boy. 

S a@ second marriage, 
oon" Goes the Bride,” the Peter 
Whit show, bank-rolled by Jock 

itney of that family. 
ot a Anhalt, formerly treasurer 
e Ziegfeld, is now assistant to 

“n Curry, Zieggy’s g. m. 
sudd 10 singers and performers are 
om enly interested in any and all 
ian television sets. 

Sum Biting played 27 a day all 
heateat, and still at it, but re- 
nang ont to interfere. oe 
to the ba Sih ork has succumbed 
blue ournan fad. There’s a boy in 
; Outside for the first time. 
simult Roxy and ‘Vanities’ break 
that don nae, at night—and what 
iin wen 50th and Seventh. 
Aurie} I an Druten, author, and 
ndon 4€€, Grector of ‘After All’ in 

Freq’ ace now in New York. 
an Br Ww alton, formerly Walton 

“ Srandt in show biz, is in the 


Erocer.y r 
weg trade out in Cincinnati. 





Borzage left for Hollywod 


on upper 


é. d, McCarthy back from | 


Battle 


Creek, 
quietus on. her wandering boy, 


fit, and. putting the 


Andrew and Gus Pounaros, Som- 
erset coffee shop, looking at b! 
prints for enlarging the hangout. 

Ed Carter says he bid and made 
a grand slam in no trump, doubled 
and redoubled. And at contract 

Alice Frohman of “Scandal: 


starts with Vincent Lopez this week 
at St. Regis, doubling from show. 
John Donnelly manager of the 
Empire bequeathed five G's 
of Mary G. Wilcox, an old friend. 
; Park Alan Grundy, now singing 
in New York nite clubs, was for- 
mer Metropolitan swimming champ 
Every time Mrs. Joe Plunkett 
comes to town to stop at the Pierre, 
they change the pictures in her 
suite, 
Don Clarke missus back 


and the 


3roadway. 

J. J. McCarthy fashion item; new 
$30 scream top coat from England, 
with cap and belt. Get that belt! 
And buckle! 

Sophie Traubman, former Metro- 


politan Opera singer, left New 
York to make Hollywood |. her 


permanent home. 
Henry Kublick, former vaude vio- 
linist, has sold his Pasadena, Calif. 


beauty shop and is due in New 
York this week. 
Nan Blackstone back from New 


Orleans, She will leave Nov. 15 to 
open at. Ciros,’ Paris, if payoff is 
in U. S. dollars, 


If Joe Zelii draws half the people 
in New York who made his Paris 
place their hangout over there, he 
won’t have reom. 

Jewish Theatrical Guild’s meet- 
ing in the Morosco, at 11:15 p. m., 
Oct. 27, will. have Max D. Steuer 
as principal speaker, 

Bide Dudley in charge of program 
of benefit Oct. 25 in the Liberty the- 
atre for the Young Folks League for 
Aid to Jewish. Orphans, 

Phil Plant has no financial inter- 
est in the new Miller and Lyles 
show, ‘Sugar Hill,’ reports to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

High rent.is .forcing Broadway 
small shops out via bankrupt sales. 
One haberdashery found it impos- 
sible to pay $40,000 a year. 

Grant Withers and his press man, 
Sidnéy Heller, were stranded after 
five days of a one-night stand tour 
of two months. Bookings were in 
halls, ete. 

Broadway columnists of today 
start their gags like stage mono- 
logists of 30 years ago. The style 
is ‘Then there was’ etc., or ‘Which 
recalls,’ ete. 

Club Calais closed Monday (12). 
Last season the club in the money 
through nancé entertainment, which 
caught on, but which went the way 
of pony goif. 

Over 70, Mme. Schumann-Heink 
at rehearsals of ‘The Mikado’ in 
New York, was the spryest and 
pepperiest, always ahead of time 
for rehearsals. 

Charlie Einfeld gave a Columbia- 
Dartmouth party, having served 
sodas between classes on Morning- 
side Heights where he was also on 
the grind squad. 

Charles Columbus has been mov- 
ing. Two weeks ago he was with 
Mae Murray act; last week with 
Harriett Hoctor, and opens this 
week with Florence O’Denishawn 
troupe. 

Bessie Mack, Capitol’s p. a., slid 
Herbert Baker, 11, on the radio for 
two songs the other Sunday morn- 
ing with Belle Baker knowing 
about her boy’s ether debut until 
hearing him. 

Maria Gambarelli, ex-Roxy dan- 
seuse, opened at Hollywood cafe 
Sunday (18). Reason given by 
Gambarelli is it looks like a long, 
hard winter, and grand a week sal- 
ary looks better. - 

In the never ending p.a. campaign 
for nuttier press yarns, appeared a 
Shubert announcement Mae West 
will play ‘Lady Macbeth’ at the Mo- 
rosco beginning Nov. 6. Matinees 
only. Some one forgot to mention 
about blackface. 

That section of Long Island just 
across the 59th street bridge along 
the subway lines is fast becoming 
an actors colony. Small one and 
two-room flats, furnished for house- 
keeping, are cheaper all around 
than living in New York hotels and 
restaurants. =e 

A large new sign outside a billiard 
parlor upstairs next to the New 
Amsterdam theatre on 42nd street 
last week, reads: ‘Business is so 
d-—-n rotten you can play billiard: 
free from 9 a. m. to midnight 
Thursday. ‘lere are absolutely no 
strings to this offer. 

Charlie Morrison called up Roxy 
in Berlin after hie Sunday after- 
noon broadcast over here from Ber- 
lin. Morrison started to get Roxy 
at 6, New York time. When final- 
ly getting him on the phone, it 





woke Roxy up at 5 in the morning 
iin Berlin Charlie wanted to ask 
Roxy how his gelf was holding up. 


in will;}a 


on Park avenue after a summer at | 


Southampton, where Clarke did a 
new book. 

Jean Belasco after his truck ex- 
perience in Hartford, which laid} 
him up several weeks, back on 





| 
| 





Cleveland | 


By Glenn C. Pullen | 


nese Temple folds 
Important legit shows promised. 
Hilda Kay again p.a’ing for Ohio 


Toni Silvestro sells his Heights 
caie, } 
Jean Goldketter’s band at Grey- 
stone 
*} 


llroom 


Charley Winston, RKO city man- 
ger, quitting shortly 

Don Wootton crashed tony mags 
with his caricatures. 

Fred Kohler, Jr., vice-president 


Greystone ballroom, resigns. 
differences. 

Aimee McPherson dickering with 
city for use of Public Hall. Never 
here before. 

Jan Martin came all the way from 
Scotland to study and act at the 
Play House. 


Policy 


Charlie Hertzman, advance man 
for “East Wind,” once managed lo- 
al. Colonial. 

Mildred Nehamkin, local singer, | 
changes name to Mildred Li 


aspires to pictures. 

Jack Dalton, roller-skater in Tex | 
Guinan’s show, weds Caroline 
Gooding of Bloomfield, O. 

Walberg Brown, radio band con- 
ductor, expected to Lohengrin it 
with a New York singer. 

Gene and. Glenn have found a 
new, profitable hobby in managing 
local fighter, Paul Pirrone. 

Seth Kendall, Picadilly actor, 
taking treatment for housemaid’s 
knee, but won’t explain. 

Showboat, nitery, not opened this 
year by Hotel Hollenden. Depres- 
sion not the only reason. 

Angelo: Vitale says he isn’t altar 
bound. Claims marriage license 
taken out by some other mugg. 

Hal Metzger, chief WTAM p. a., 
married Louise Wasmer, at Canal 
Dover, but couldn’t keep it a 
secret. 

New gag put in ‘East Wind’ while 
here, kidding beauty parlors and skin 
bleachers, proved a wow. . Dark 
brunet enters parlor and comes out 
a blond a second later. It’s her 
twin sister. 





Montgomery, Ala. 


By Tom Hall 


No labor troubles here. 

Jack Murphy with a moustache. 
” City passes one cent tax on gaso- 
ine, 

Jimmie Pepper getting hotter and 
hotter. | 

No more night football games 
this season. 

Paramount theatre served dough- 
nuts to patrons, 

Tommie Stevenson back on ama- 
teur bills at Strand. 

Simon Roswald says everything 
okay for county fair. 

Henry Jonnston, a former re- 
porter for ‘Advertiser,’ buys Hunts- 
ville ‘Daily Times.’ 

Ruben Bruberg back in home 
town. Rubin & Cherry carnival 
back to make winter quarters, 

New city ordinances prohibit 
ambulance drivers from exceeding 
speed limit, and must not sound 
siren, 





Brooklyn # 


By Jo Ranson 


Jo Ranson a proud father for sec- 
ond time. 

Lou Goldberg now exploiting for 
the Albee, 

Bob Weitman getting ready for 
stork visit. 

Majestic radio exhibiting at Par 
this Friday. 

Bland Johaneson inspecting local 
film houses. 

Sam Gumpertz now at the Half 
Moon, Coney. 

Feltman’s doing good business at 
Coney Island. 

Henry Spiegel raising a mustache 
without a smile, 

Lou Goldberg 
Westchester daily. 

James Hall surrounded by femme 
admirers at Par stage door. 

Rian James sought py bookers for 
appearances at local flickers 

Local speaks again dropping 
prices, with good rye at 35c. a shot. 

Rian James, Eagle columnist, 
working on another novel (fourth). 

Town is flooded with circus post- 
ers on Thurston at Par next week. 

Elsie Thompson, Par organist on 
Columbia’s television program this 
week, 


commuting to 


Football (professional) off to a 
big start last Sunday at Ebbets 
Field. 


Ben Griefer starting renearsals for 
his forthcoming Par service stali 
show. 

Herb Lipman, advertising free 
lancer, going with Jersey Maid Ice 
Cream, 

Abe Lyman, in at the Fox on Fri- 
day, with his band. Union trouble 
settled. 

G. W. Johnstone, NBC press chief, 


tus; ' 


=== 





Europa, off to visit his mother Mrs. 





Oliver H. P. Belmont. 

Les Kaufman discovering local 
talent Neighborhood frolic, wil} 
one protege, Tom Lillis, scoring at} 

Brooklyn Civi Council has e1 
| dorsed the idea of bi ling a $f 
000,000 convention hall and pie it 
Coney Island. 

Leveri h Towers ; now < lled | 
The Towers and J. W. Cosgrove of | 

old Waldorf replaces F. D. Ray | 


the 


J} as managing director. } 


Miami 


Havana tries motorcycle cops for 
first time. 

Max 
early arrivals. 

Tower 


Kimmerer also one of the 


theatre, of Wolfson-Meyer 
circuit, reopened 
Allen and band 


immer’s run at Carter's Pier., 


Ross finished a 


manager of the Ro- 
man Pools, is baek on the job. 


Ross Young, 


eal 
will operate, 

Both local in 
favor of only one race track here, 
Hialeah Park. 

F. B. Keech & Co., brokers, have 
given up the branch office in the 
Pancoast hotel. 


people. Meyer-Wolfson chain 


papers editorially 


Biscayne Plaza theatre sold to lo- | 


Hollywood 


Salesmen storming the studio 
gates again. 

Joan Blondell engaged to George 
Barnes, cameramen, 

Geoffrey Kerr in New York, will 
not return until Dec. 1. 

Donald Cook's dog had five pups, 


Cook passed out cigars. 


Wallace Beery back to Jackson 
Hole, Wyo., for hunt-fish. 

Libby Fresko for New York to 
become Russ Columbo's sec. 

Anthorys,; Burke has returned to 
write for the London ‘Daily Mail.’ 

Anne McCormack of the New 
York ‘Times’ in town for interviews. 

Elizabeth O'Reilly, splitting with 
| Jessie Wadsworth, joins the Jerry 
G. Mayer agency. 

Louis Sarecky hurt his leg get- 
ting out of his car at. opening of 
‘Consolation Marriage.’ 

United Artists. closed its Santa 
Monica boulevard entrance until 
January—no pics coming up. 

Broadwayfarers back from Main 
strect all agree that the class 


speaks seem to be doing the biz. 
Euphonious mating of the races is 


recorded on a sign over a store in 
| Ensenada, Mexican resort: ‘Juan 
W ong—Laundry.’ 


An Evalyn and an Evelyn will be 
William Powell's opposites in ‘High 
Pressure.’ Their last monickers are 
Knapp and Brent. 

Paramount thinking of changing 
the title of ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr, 
Hyde.’ Afraid it sounds too much 
like a double feature, 

Husband of Mary Nolan has 
opened a femme apparel store on 
Wilshire boulevard, Place is known 
as the Mary Nolan Gown Shoppe. 

Charles Quigley, here for Pathe, 
passed every stop signal in town 
on his first day here. Was pinched 





First large yacht to arrive for the 
coming season was the ‘Arcadia,’ 
Mrs. H. R. Hardwick’s. 

Mart Malone, of the Malone Bros., 
owners of the Roman Pools and 
Breakers, here on inspection tour. 

Frank Bruen making speeches day 


and night in interest of his pro- 
posed Gables race _ track. Joe 
Smoot, too. 


Bill Dwyer is the financial backer 
of Frank Bruen in his new race 
track venture. ‘ 





James H. McKay, of Olympia, 
promoted by Publix to general 


manager of all Publix theatres in 
the Greater Miami district. 

Liquor prices here very cheap 
with few takers. Real gin at $20 to 
$25 a case; Scotch, $35 to $45; bac- 
ardi, $30 to $35: ‘champagne, $60. 

Joseph E., Widener announced 
that racing would be conducted 
at Hialeah Park this season oh a 
five-day week basis in order to pro- 
long the season, 

The Widener interests have spent 
close to.a million dollars on im- 
provements to Hialeah park. It is 
one of the most modern tracks in 
the country. 

Marcel Gotschi, manager of Bilt- 
more, is to be managing director of 
the Roney Plaza, in addition to his 
regular duties at the Biltmore, re- 
cently purchased by H. L. Doherty. 

Sailing Baruch is here and states 
he will make this his permanent 
home. He has liquidated his brok- 
erage business in New York, but 
still retains his seat on the Stock 
Exchange. 

J. W. Brandon, who formerly had 
several picture theatres on Broad- 
way, has leased the old Fisher home 
on the ocean front from the Malone 
boys, converting it into a Beach and 
Tennis club. Membership will be 
limited to 100. 

Surf club made so much money 
last season, its first, the board of 
governors authorized payments of 
$1,750 to each of the charter mem- 
bers. Memberships originally cost 
2,500 a year ago and now reputed 
to be worth about $8,000. 





Rochester 


By Don Record 





Bill Corris back in town. 

Musiciaius play free for meetings 
to oust dry law. 

Dave Nolan heads committee for 
unemployment aid plans. 

Notre Dame Club had midnite 
benefit with ‘Spirit of Notre Dame.’ 

James H. Devine picked from 
wagon show in Pennsylvania for 
Gus Van’s production, 
J. Gordon Baldwin doubles on or- 
gan and second piano with stage 
band at Loew’s Rochester. 
New Kodak research building has 


most completely-equipped movie 
theatre in city. Seats 180. 
Polly Moran, playing at TLoew’s 


Rochester, tossed first ball in gnal 
game of Little World Series. 


Employment situation good 
Perry. Company tried to hire an 
extra man. Couldn't find one, 


Slager Band, second in national 
Legion contest, gave special per- 
formance at the RKO Palace. 
Auditorium theatre management 
having plenty difficulty signing sub- 
scribers. Less than quarter of queta 
in sight. 

Pat Burns and Al Grube, deep 





has taken his family home from 
hospital. | 
Harold S. Vanderbilt on board the! 


sea divers, viewed ‘Fifty Fathoms 
Decp’ at the RKO Palace as 
and pointed technical errors. 


fruests 


as he muffed one going into the 
studio. 

Petitions of the Paramount pub- 
licity staff for removal of 
swinging gate leading to the p.a. 
offices succeeded in banishing the 
knee-banger. 

Doug Churchill says you have to 
be nutty. to be famous in. Holly- 
wood, so he’s making a collection 
of wooden collar buttons to prave 
he’s an author. 

Film colony turnout expected. for 


Filmarte opening of French  ver- 
sion of ‘Playboy of Paris,’. which 
begins Oct. 30, Will mark initial 


local screen appearance of Yvonne 
Valee, wife of Maurice Chevalier, 
who plays opposite the. star. 

During the French , syncing of 
‘Sporting Blood’ at Metro, Jean Del- 
mour, with a silly ass part, started 
lisping his lines in rehearsal as a@ 
gag. Director thought it was such 
a good idea the lisp was in, with 


the way through. 


Milwaukee 


By Frank J. Miller 





Nov. 5-7. 


Mayor Hoan 
town’s two marathons. 


Richard Lambert ahead of Taylor 
Holmes in ‘Salt Water.’ 


Free lunch de luxe at speaks, 
Restaurants squawking. 


office. Formerly Riverside. 

Jimmy Devine’s new ball, Minue 
ette, on Upper Third street. 

Nov. 18 week set aside by local 
theatres to aid unemployed. 

Ethel Barrymore played local ene 
gagement although far from well 


game for Catholic Knight magazine, 
Anything suitable for poor ac- 


day. 


office. 
Fox Palace showed Notre Dame- 


after game. 


Evenings only. 


book, ‘In the Dark,’ 
‘Free Press’ staff: 
Brig.-Gen,. Chas. King, 
birthday anniversary. 
American premiere 
operetta, ‘Das Hollandweibschen, 
set for Pabst, Oct. 25. 


at Fox Wisconsin. 
and do the boys look? 

Fifteen hundred kids at nickel 
show of ‘Huckleberry Finn’ at Fox 
Palace, Hookup with local paper, 

Chas. Koktavy, Milwaukeean, 
fined $200 for conspiring to sell fake 
pro football tickets for Green Bay- 
Packers game. 

lox sisters did a 100-hour spellon 
special platform on New Hotel Ran- 
dolph roof before engagement at 
Fox Wisconsin. 

Frankie O’Brien put Angel CH- 
velle out in elimination bout for 
middieweight successor to Mickey 
Walker. Henry Firpo socked Gary 
Leach for an out. 

Stoney MeGliynn and John Hughes, 
star Brewer battery 22 years aga, 
came back for one inning last Sun- 
day to play against Babe Ruth and 
his barnstormers. One inning wag 
enougn. 





the 


part of a reel retaken, to run it all 


Annual state teachers’ convention 


threatens to close 


Violet Roeske in Davidson box 


Vent. Callahan has deserted show 


cepted as admission at Plaza ene 

Community drive for $1,285,139 
for local charities depressing box 
Northwestern pictures seven hours 


Largest attendance ever at ane« 
nual radio when 60,000 pass gate 


Elias Tobenkin, author of new 
formerly on 


soldier« 
author, too busy to celebrate 3% 


of German 


Silk crepe pajamas for usherettes 
Very becoming 
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Saranac Lake 


By ‘Happy’ Benway 





Write to those that you know in 
Saranac, 


Winter here and every one porch- 


curing with earlaps. 


Charley Bordel chirps that if he 


felt good he wouldn't be here. 


Joseph Vaughey, a Denver airer, 
now looking for a job, mastered this 
thing. 


Marion Greene, ozoning for some 


time. is at her best, and friends 
might write to her. 
Just to be in the right, speaks 


here close during town’s rest period, 


between 2 and 4 p.m. 

Andrew Molony, cane and monocle 
stored away, now spending his time 
writing a play. Doing well. 

Ford Raymond, who got a report 


that made him feel great, went up 


in a plane for the first time. 

Avery Smith, IATSE boy, was 
discharged from the Central N. E. 
San, Rutland, Mass., all okay. 

Alice Carman, her molars all 
mended, a blessing in adding weight, 
is doing well with the comeback. 

Joe Long, piano player of tab 
fame and a Boston boy, convalesc- 
ing at his hub home after a setback. 

Gary Cooper, Saranac-ing for a 
day or so, shot a long-distance tele- 
phone call to the coast, setting him 
back 60 iron men. 

Dorothy Wilson staged a wonder- 


ful comeback during first month 
here. Up for meals and allowed to 


downtown pictures. 

Lee Fester, who did the cure 
thing for a while at Rutland, Mass., 
now located at the Middlesex Co. 
San, Waltham, Mass. 

Eddie Voss left for you-tell-’em 
street. He will spend a few weeks 
in the roaring 40’s. Eddie is waiting 
for final okay paper. 

Frank Garfield, comic who took 
the cure here some time ago, re- 
ported a little under the weather at 
his home in Nashua, N. H. 

Jimmy Panico, musician, now air- 
ing it at the Middlesex Co. San, 
Waltham, Mass. Doing great; ex- 
pects the final okay real soon. 

E. S. Dodds, Palace theatre, Lake 
Placid, went to Philadelphia, only 


wm to see that Martin boy throw pep- 


per in the eyes of his favorite team. 

Edna Murphy spreading cheer 
visiting Lilly Leonora and Angela 
Papulis, who are still abed and have 
been for over a year; both girls im- 
proving. 

For the past month patients here 
have been working on holiday nov- 
elties. If you are interested in gifts 
for Xmas, why not help some of the 
patients here who are trying to help 
themselves. For hand-tooled leather 
goods write to Eddie Voss, Vernon 
Lawrence, Bobby Hatz, Jack Lewis 
and Ethel Clouds. For hand-painted 
articles, Xela Winkle, Lilly Leonora, 
Angela Papulis and Annamae Pow- 
ers. For stage material, gags and 
original two-men acts, George Har- 
mon. Address them in care of the 
National Variety Artists San. 
Official Reports from Doctor and 

Patients from October, 1930, 

to October, 1931 

General check-up and yearly exam 
by Dr. Mayer: 

Helen O'Reilly gets so-so report. 

Nellie Quealy, doing okay; still 
abed. 

Gladys Palmer, 
improvement. 

‘eorge Harmon was told to put 
on more weight. 

Angela Papulis must remain 
bed; improving. 

Balance of exams will be reported 
two weeks hence. 

John Louden gets good report 
with added exercise. 

Dorothy Harvard will still fight 
it off abed for a while. 

Ford Raymond, improvement, but 
must stick to that bed. 

Fred Buck report marvelous; all 
up with added exercise. 

Ida Howard, report so-so; 
remain in bed; improving. 

Chas. Quinn, 100% comeback: 
mastered a serious situation. 

Lilly Leonora, wonderful come- 
back; allowed a little exercise. 

Xela Winkle, on the other side of 
good report, must go back to bed. 

Mae Delany, after two years of 
bed siege, gets encouraging report. 

Ben Shaffer, 100% comeback: 
nerve operation did it: exercise soon. 

Yred Bachman, definite improve- 
ment; allowed short exercise twice 
a week. 

Harry Namba, good report; stay- 
ing in bed nursing a few minor 
troubles. 

Catherine Vogelle, 
but under 
operation. 

Alice Carman, exam showed defi- 
nite improvement; doing well; all- 
up patient. 

Danny Murphy, strictly a bed 
patient who is shewing definite im- 
provement. 

Dan Astella, exam and x-ray re- 
port showing definite improvement, 
up, exercise. 

Millie Jasper ordered back 
the infirmary department 
siege of bed. 

Alma Montague, 
ment, allowed one 
with short exercise. 

Jack Lewis was handed a clean 
bill of health. Leaves for the noisy 
town cured and oke. 

Frisco DeVere, after feeling at her 
best, gets the ‘back to bed’ vocaled 
at her for a short stay. 

Helen Antalelk got the final abso- 
Inte srrested okay. Leaving the 
cure city for Big street. 

Ph» ilis Milford, general improve- 


added exercise; 


in 


must 


improvement, 
observation for nerve 


into 
tor a 


160% improve- 
extra up meal 


ment, leaves the infirmary depart- 
ment; now an up patient with lim- 
ited exercise. 

Annamae Powers, remain in bed, 
nursing and results of 
nerve operation: little curer 
that’s doing well. 

Andreas Erving, who was abed, 
was ordered up with one-hour ex- 
ercise twice daily and okayed to do 
a little san work. 

Bessie Purdy, after the look-over, 
was ordered back to bed for short 
period; pneumo-thorax patient who 
is doing extra well. 

Toni Temple exam showed defi- 
nite improvement; hour exercise 
twice daily and all up for all meals 
in main dining room. 

Constance Reeves gets final pa- 
pers that said ‘out of the red’; leav- 
ing san to open up music store here; 
at her best; arrested. 

James Cannon on the okay up 
side, two hours’ full exercise daily 
with the okay to do much sanato- 
rium work; wonderful improvement. 
Bobby Hatz, definite improvement, 
allowed to work for four hours daily 
in san’s research department; un- 
limited exercise; nearly a 100% 
comeback. 


gritty 





Boston 


By Len Libbey 


Adeline Bushnell in town. 

George Wheeler now with W. N. 
A. S, 

‘Globe’ only Boston daily without 
a Winchell. 


Al Jolson cancelled third week of 
‘Wonder Bar.’ 

Jean Malin pansying it at the 
Cocoanut Grove. 

Mickie Seaglades Alpert looking 
toward Broadway. 

Lina ‘Wonder Bar’ Basquette 
doubling at the Cocoanut Grove. 
Emily Burton joined ‘Five Star 
Final,’ playing the girl reporter. 
Governor Ely presented ‘Save Our 
Stage’ badge by the Professional 
Players. 

The numerous Boston night clubs 


did excellent business over the 
week-end. 
Boston's first short-subject the- 


atre in the South Station 
completion. 

N. E. hotel men voted wet at their 
convention here this week. Maine 
finally gave in. 

Rumors of $1 top permanent stock 
with a noted stock actress in back 
of the movement. 

Manager Vinson booked all-col- 
ored stage show at Scollay Sq. for 
the holiday week. 

Morris Gest’s plan to revive ‘The 
Miracle’ for Boston's unemployed 
seems to have fallen away, 

Rev. T. “vernon Isopod becomes 
Dr. Isopod for Boston’s censored 
version of ‘Five Star Final.’ 
Tremont theatre observed its 42d 
anniversary. William Seymour was 
a guest of Manager Sheehan, 

Norma Phillips had a trained 
nurse attending her opening night 
of ‘Five Star Final.’ Ill but refused 
to quit. 

Aimee Semple McPherson-Hutton 
occupied the ‘Madonna’ bed origin- 
ally designed for Lady Diana Man- 
ners at the Lenox. 

Jack Goldstein, the Shuberts’ new 
press agent, made his first visit to 
the dramatic offices dressed in a 
morning suit. 

Miss Willie Morris, WEEI staff 
soprano, and J. Alden Elkins, basso 
of WBZ, won the state auditions of 
the Atwater Kent Foundation. 

Aimee’s business manager rebuked 
one of the girl collectors for sneak- 
ing a cigaret during her revival talk. 
Plenty of pennies in the collector's 
basket of free-will give-ups. 


Detroit 


By Lee Elman 


nearing 





Dorothy Edwards has the blessed 
visitation booked, 


Roy lWalver goes to the _ boss’ 
house for dinner, 
New publicity man at Publix, 


Willis H. Kinnear. 

Audrey Lytell of the Film Board 
is thinking seriously. 

Col. W. S. Butterfield moved 
back from his summer home. 

Victor Polachek, Jr., working for 
the local Hearst rag, the ‘Times.’ 

Frank Gill, Jr.; Bill Tracy and 
Sonny Duncan are working up an 
act. 

H. Heffernan, ‘News’ music edi- 
tor, carries a bag of candy with 
him. 

Chas. Richardson, former music 
editor of the ‘Times,’ now on re- 
write desk. 

Cliff Gieseman new 
the Michigan. 
of the Riviera. 

Ed Kinelly moved into the Briggs 
so he could be near his boss, Ar- 
thur Frudenfeld. 

Phil Brestoff and Ed. Werner 
have a bet on as to who can lose 
five pounds quickest. 

Someone gave Nate Platt a jug 
of apple cider, but he threw it 


manager of 
Formerly manager 





away because it was sour. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Mike Cullen down with the flu. 


Don Lanning m. c.’ing at Show 
Boat. 

The Robert Fiskes are courting a 
radio hour. 

The Harry Harrises have taken 


an apartment. 


Herman Middleman has quit 
vaude for radio. 

Clarence Grundish, film crick, 
writing a novel. 

Earl Roeser a bug on midnight 


horseback riding. : 
Avenue Cinema, foreign film site, 
still on the fence. 

Bill Yahner, formerly with ‘Press,’ 
now on ‘Post-Gazette’ city staifv. 
Coffee Dan’s now one of those 
two-bits-for-everything niteries. 
Leo G. Carroll’s English clothes 
made the boys around here envious. 
Joe Falvo, sax tooter and band 
leader, has landed on WJAS with a 
trio. 

Arthur Hopkins in town last week 
to look over the Guild's ‘Reunion in 
Vienna.’ 
‘Post-Gazette’ 
from the _ Social 
Bughman., 
Florence Fisher Parry, ‘Press’ col- 
umnist, also the burg’s leading phe- 
tographer. 

Lou Kaufman through with an- 
nouncing and devoting all his time 
to practicing law. 

Mary Leibert tried new laundry 
machine and got her hand mussed 
up in the wringer. 

No radio after midnight in the 
Christy Wilberts’ apartment, so that 
means no parties, either. 
Depression may be on, but rye’s 
still four-bits a shot and beer two- 
bits in downtown speaks. 

Oscar Levant visiting the home 
folks again. Has just written the 
music for an English show. 

‘It, the WB magazine giveaway, 
going to take on a commercial as- 
pect. Gunning for ads now. 

A radio ed on one of the afternono 
dailies has had the teeth removed 
from his column by his higher: ups. 
L. B. Cool of the Fulton is on the 
phone the minute ‘Variety’ arrives 
when the local mugg underestimates 
his gross. 

George Seibel told Edith Barrett 
about his meeting with her grand- 
father, Lawrence Barrett, whom she 
never saw. 

Lefty Grove has a married sister 
in Ambridge, near here, and she 
rated plenty space in the dailies 
during the series. 

Nobody around here takes seri- 
ously the report that the Penn may 
stick to straight pictures ever after 
music strike is settled. 

Liv Lanning, now with RKO in 
Cleveland, had to appear here for 
Loew's in a lawsuit brought against 
the Penn when he managed that 
house. 

Karl Krug devoted a whole column 
telling how Ponzi surrendered to 
George Tyson, then a newspaper- 
man but now local exploitation chief 


for WB. 
. . 
Minneapolis 


By Lester Rees 


has a new editor 
Register, Bessie 








‘Half Gods’ to be opening offering 
of Portal Players. 

New Crystal theatre, suburban in- 
dependent, almost ready. 

Eddie Schwartz has new neigh- 
borhood sheet, ‘Uptown Star.’ 

Joe Behan promoted from booker 
to salesman by Capitol Films. 

Symphony orchestra advance sale 
hits $50,000, slightly under last year. 

Bernice Babbler back as Publix 
chief telephone operator after ill- 
ness. 

Mr. and Mrs. Coburn to be first 
of Bainbridge dramatic stock guest 
stars, 

Eva Tanguay billed as added Min- 
nesota attraction, Fanchon-Marco 
unit also, 

William Gould, formerly with Fox 
and Universal, added to Columbia 
sales staff. 

RKO Orpheum now gives vaude- 


ville 50-50 break with picture in 
newspaper ads, 
M. E. Montgomery, Pathe ex- 


change manager, has recovered from 
serious illness. 

Charles Zinn, manager Publix Up- 
town, walks five miles every morn- 
ing to keep fit. 

Al Shean, WCCO radio announcer, 
spent week-end with John Branton 
in north woods. 

Ned Depinet, Pathe general sales 
manager, here on business, says 
company is through making gang- 
ster and sex films. 

Mayor has issued order forbidding 
drinking by policemen on or off duty 
and is investigating 12 coppers al- 
leged to have imbibed. 

Eddie Tunstell doubling, running 
his own neighborhood movie house 
and presiding at Metropolitan (legit 
road shows) box office. 

Although lease of Pantages is for 
only six months, United Artists has 





spent $25,000 redecorating and reno- 
vating theatre. Gave up five grand 





for exploitation of opening attrac- 
tion, ‘Palmy Days.’ 

Radio station KSTP (NBC chain) 
publishes own weekly telling about 
programs. Sells for nickel at news- 
stands. Newspapers have eliminated 
radio dope. 

Talking over WRHM about his 
stock in its 21st season at Shubert, 
‘Buzz’ Bainbridge said: ‘None of our 
profits—when we have any—go to 
out-of-town stockholders.’ 

Flame Room, leading night club, 
opening for season with Slatz Ran- 
dall’s orchestra. Cover charge re- 
duced to $1 on Saturdays and 50c on 
week days, football night $3.50. 

Sports writers who covered Min- 
nesota-Stamford game at Palo Alto, 
Calif., are urging another intersec- 
tional home-and-home series with 
far western team. They liked long 
trip and admit it. 


Fort Wayne 


Majestic holdup foiled. 

B. D. Cockrill back from Chicago 
session, 

Culver Black Horse troop at Boy 
Scout rodeo. 

Harvey Cocks can expect a letter 
any time now. 

Gerald Newton new service head 
at Paramount. 

Several studios now located 
Lincoln Tower. 

Shooting gallery opens in main 
theatre district. 

Wayne Co. moving Rochester, 
N. Y., plant here. 

Ralph Fisher would like to take 
over another house. 

Towns deserted over week-ends 
due to football games. 

W. H. Bogart managing attrac- 
tions at Mizpah Shrine. 

Frank Roberts covering 
for ‘Journal-Gazette’ now. 

Madera Garage has a new color 
combination in electric signs, rose 
and blue, and the people stop and 
watch it. 

All you can eat now at the Hotel 
Anthony for 50 cents. One mugg 
had two steaks and half a chicken 
before the manager was called. 


Duluth 


By James Watts 





in 


shows 








Wesley Barry making personal 
appearances at Lyric. 

Seth Parker and the Jonesport 
Folks play Amphitheatre Oct. 28. 

Everett Seibel, p. a. for Publix 
here, in north lake region to shoot 
ducks. 

Star theatre, suburban house, 
dark on account of fire which sent 
patrons scurrying to street. 

‘Bargains galore at every store’ is 
slogan used by Duluth merchants 
during their three-day selling fes- 
tival. 

Duluth qualifies as big city. 
Shooting affray and $58,000 robbery 
of bank messengers staged in front 
of police station. 

Hockey, for years most popular 
winter sport, will be saved in Du- 
luth by business interests who will 
sponsor the team. 

Chamber of Commerce, to prevent 
conflicts in entertainment dates, of- 
fers service as clearing house, all 
bookers urged to register attractions 
and dates. 





Columbus 


By Walt Harvest 


John Bowen goes collegiate Ohio 
State way. 

There will no indoor midget golf 
this winter. 

George Tucker so busy it’s hard 
to get a hello. 

Football pools of all types have 
taken town by storm, 

Slim Bozman crazy about his new 
layout, and why not? 

Dinty Moore even gets home office 
letters addressed that way. 

High school nite football on four 
fields weekly isn’t doing theatres 
much harm. 

Newshounds going for beer flat 
run by ex-choristers, your corre- 
spondent hears, 

H. C. Cherrington in one of those 
low stages and can’t find anything 
but health to talk about. 

‘Steve’ Stevens can look down on 
any crowd and smile his way 
through from six feet six. 

First apple seller of season makes 
rounds of offices and gets only one 
nickel for two fruits this year. 

Jean McCampbell recently played 
two roles in same piece for local 
ta when Jean Fullarton became 

Harrold Eckert vacations in New 
York and does all the shows, send- 
ing reviews back daily to his paper 
here. 

St. Louis Cards are rushing all 
help necessary for local farm’s new 
giant ball club home to be ready in 
spring. 

Dorothy Todd all calmed down on 
previews, and so is everyone else. 





There seems to be a saving cam- 
paign on, 








See 
Loop 


Molly Greenfield back 

Sam Bramson is 
muter. 

Rose Cohe 
Chicago. 

Morris Silver in New 
talent hunt. 

Carleton Macy (Lydell and \ 
is in ‘Girl Crazy’ here . 
Frankie Taylor added to 

of the great de-tonsilled. 
Dick Bergen doubling as 
and producer for Great State 
Gene Rouse moved 
and joined the spielers at NBC, 
Fred Donaghy claims he’s never 
seen other than a Chaplin picture 
Max Sachs has ‘ 


from N, Y, C 
a Detroit come 


n of Boston is now ot 
York on a 
faty) 
the list 
booker 


Ss. 


out of KYw 


; returned to th 
West End managership for Deas 
ess. 

Steve Trumbull went pheasant 


hunting and came 
gun. 

Charlie Hogan getting 
swing of those Milwaukee t 
more. 

Mrs. A. J. Balaban seeing her 
folks for the first time in more than 
two years. 

Ben Bernie among those who sat 


back with the 


into the 
rips once 


in the Notre Dame-Northwestern 
downpour. 

Ralph Kettering nursing a show 
boat idea to tie up at one of Chi- 


cago’s wharfs. 

Ralph Kettering is in New York 
to put the clamps on a successor to 
‘Unexpected Husband.’ 

Wally Butterworth is carded fora 
bachelor feed from the NBC an. 
nouncing staff. Surprise. 

Jackie Fields yearning for Cali. 
fornia, but has to stick around a 
couple of months at least. 

Lew Fonseca, new manager of the 
Chicago White Sox, was formerly a 
warbler on the Keith time. 

Thoda Cocroft is the new dramatie 
critic and chatter digger for ‘Sil- 
houette,’ local glazed paper. 

Ben Bards (Ruth Roland) finally 
caught up with each other after 
trailing on separate F&M units. 

Frank Talbot, theatre manager 
and concessionaire, is in the Amerie 
can hospital for a heart ailment. 

Tolya Fizdale has given up his 
camera and got down to picture 
editing for the NBC publicity sector, 

Paul Whiteman got a LaSalle to 
run around town in from _  wifie, 
Margaret Livingston now on coast, 

Little Samson, ex-vaudevillian, 
doing high pitch in Randolph street 
store on behalf of medicinal bird- 
seed. 

Si Griever seeing bigger and bet- 
ter possibilities in his new idea of 
lighted color cut-out lobby display 
sheets. 

Another NBC romance. Vesta 
Svenson, hostessing blonde looker, is 
engaged to Wally Kolbath, the 
swimmer. 

Last year this time there was 
only one neighborhood vaude the- 
atre for the agents to visit; this 
year there are four. 

Albert Cotsworth, Sr., vet ore 
ganist, drew an 80th birthday lunche 
eon last week from the National Ore 
ganists’ Association in town. 

Molly Steinberg has a novel all 
shaped in her mind, and now waite 
ing only for a chance to get to Eus 
rope to set it down on paper. 

Carl Laemmle, Sr., Jack Ross, 
Hugh Hoffman, Joseph M. Schenck, 
Lois Moran, were all on the same 
train passing from L. A. to N. Y. 

Emma Abplanalp is the new sece 
retary of the Film Board and wins 
bets by asking new acquaintances te 
guess her nationality; she’s Swiss. 

Between listening to comment on 
his radio act, ‘Easy Aces, and 
charting the nags, the Kansas City 
Ace is kept lively these afternoons. 

With a radio station in the Chie 
cago basement, Ainsley Lambert 
and his ballet have been pushed 
into the Capitol building for theit 
rehearsals. 

Chick Castle now recognized as 
the College Inn gigolo since 4 
dowager down in the cafe sent & 
waiter over to his table to ask him 
if he’d dance with her. 

U. S. agents report that counter 
feiting has increased manyfold in 
the past two years, but that the 
15% of proceeds usually delivered 
the punks who pass the phoney bil 
has been cut to 10% commish. 


Savannah 


Picture attendance picking UP 
cooler eves. : ¢ 
Some film houses are showing 4 


reduced prices. 


Town theatre ready for — 
winter. First play, ‘As Husban 
Go,’ Nov. 3. 


Earl Willey organ recital feature 
each Lucas picture program. 
Sunday pictures agitated. Rev. C. 
R. Jenkins of Wesley Monumenta 
M. E. church already opposed. to 
Savannah Opera Association © 
do ‘Rose Maiden.’ Gordon Saussy 
lawyer, has accepted presidency, 
Political rumor: Louis Garfunke® 
manager Municipal auditory 
plans to run for clerk of the Cit) 
Court next year. 
Billroy’s comedians, tent show 
put in week in Park Extension U 


der canvas aided by local Lions 
Club. Fair business. . the 
John G. Evins, who cares 5Oe ae 
Lucas theatrical inicre ts toe 
has become ai salt wares re oftY 
118 + 


home owner and disposed 


residence. 


se ee 
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New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 





whatever became of Joe Grannis? 
stub Walton still hoping for that 


a Stuart shakes a wicked fox- 


t. 

F aie Perutz’ kid learning to par- 
Jey VO0. : 

Femmes going 
jn this burs. 

Try and get 

H Morgan. 
oo Wynn's ‘Laugh Parade’ here 
Oct. 22-23-24. 

Club Biondo ae opened as a dine- 

-dance spot. 

ore ris Haines ‘Miss 
* contest. 

ene only girl in the world has 
gaid ‘yes’ to Bill Black. 

Fred Allen was in town last week 
with new depression gag. 

Lew Schaefer’s old New Haven 
friends are asking for him. 

Local sheet now by-lining Mark 

rron’s weekly theatrical letter. 

Nat Rubin looking lonesome sit- 
ting against the wall at a nite club. 
Polly Paige, chatterer, has bobbed 
up again—this time on the ‘Times.’ 

That two wecks’ notice caused a 
lot of sour pans around the Fox- 
rrhevey Cocks has the most ex- 
tensive vocabulary among local 
ghowmen. 

Shift of Bijou and Fox College 
brings Friday openings to all de 
luxe houses. 

Yale Drama School has enrolled 
students from 33 states and three 
foreign countries. 

This mugg celebrated his first an- 
niversary by letting the missus take 
bim out to dinner, 

Dave Ferguson was married 
Wednesdey and got his notice from 
Fox-Poli Thursday. 

James H. Hoech, ex-newspaper- 
man charged with burglary, com- 
mitted to Maryland asylum. 

One nabe house revived ‘Animal 
Crackers’ as competish to others 
ghowing ‘Monkey Business.’ 

Dorothea St. Claire, ex-Follies 
girl, in legal mixup about her local 
pite club, Chateau St. Claire. 


Louisville 


By M. W. Hail 


heavy for wrestling 


any news out of Re- 


won New 





Clyde McCoy, formerly WHAS, at 
Inn Logola. 

Savoy is housing Mabel 
Players, stock. 

Marvin Hart, former heavyweight 
boxer left an estate valued at $8,300. 

Countess Irina Skariatina, au- 
thoress, in town autographing her 
book. 

Ben Greet to do two Shakespeare 
plays at Memorial Auditorium on 
Oct. 29. 

Mary EB, Theobold, new drama ed- 
itor on H-P, is using ‘Kyrtlie Scott’ 
as pseudonym. 

Whisky sold by court order in 
Louisville this week for $20 per 
barrel. It is to weep. 

Radio Show here first part of week 
not as successful as years past, but 
cooking school drew crowds. 

Mary Anderson expected to open 
under management of Switow En- 
terprises, Inc. Policy probably sec- 
ond run. 

Texas Guinan drew well one night 
at Fort Nelson Hotel, but she 
stopped at Brown while playing at 
Fort Nelson, 

J. ‘WV. Gallagher, former New York 
au man, took over ownership of 
Herald-Post.” Francis E. Wylie as 
drama dammer. 

The Strand will be closed Tuesday 
and Wednesday while Kentucky 
Grand Lodge of Masons holds its 
convention in the theatre. 

- K. Stewart and Wilderness 
Road book stores having battle. 
Stewart's brought in Russian 
countess for autograph work and 
Wilderness followed by getting Va- 
chel Lindsay to ditto. 

Proof that Variety’s Chatter is 
read in Louisville, George A. Sine, 
Fourth Avenue Amusement Co.’s 
assistant general manager, had to 
ee dozens of letters asking for 

is job after a reported tiff with 
Si - Long, secretary-treasurer. 

ne has returned to his desk after 
Setting together with Long. 


Mason 





Memphis 


By Walter D. Botto 


——— 


toierchants trading stock for cot- 
They’re cry : oa 
now. rying for vaudeville here 


Joan Cartier 
a 
Sells-Floto 
October 15. 
ity Auditorium goi J 
an — n going to try sta 
€n Thomas 


goes with Music 


circus to capacity 


now manager of 


ell Strand. 
mt... Brennan, Southern League 
How. P. a. for Warner. 
Row nw Zulof from Broadway 
Bob c arner’s theatre. , 
-Ourtney home for the win- 


ter. Ha gre 


; nback and Wallace closed. 
Sam D. 


Campbell, assistant at- 
ori, Seneral, re-electei president 
ema others, ladies’ dresses. 
Make > es Theatre Association will 
Dloitat; picture of Memphis for ex- 

10 purposes. Will spend 





$20,000, so Howard Waugh of War- 
ner theatre reports. 

The state tax commissioners are 
trying to enforce a tax according 
to seating capacity, which is the 
law, but theatres have heen paying 
a flat rate under a different inter- 
pretation of the statute. 

Papers editorially begged the peo- 
ple of Memphis to see “Three Little 
Girls’ at the City Auditorium to 
show ‘Variety’ and the world that 
Memphis is not ‘the world’s worst 
show town!’ Fair results. 





Albany, N. Y. 


By Henry Retonda 





Russell Cully, RKO salesman, re- 
covering in an Albany hospital. 

Al Felton, owner Casino, Water- 
viiet, is recovering from illness. 


George Wright, former theatre 
man, opens restaurant opposite 
Strand. 


Diana Seaby, formerly with ‘Fly- 
ing High,’ modeling for corsets in 
local store. 

Ted Prober, Metro booker, is the 
earliest man on the job in film row. 
He gets to work every morning 
at 6:45. 

W. W. Farley and Chris Buckley 
are organizing an Albany branch of 
the New York State Exhibitors’ As- 
sociation. 

Harry Black, manager Troy Proc- 
tor house, made manager of new 
RKO Palace. Anthony Morelli or- 
chestra leader. 

Strand, as added feature, gave 
special showing of 12 Bobby Jones 
golf series. Same night had Tom 
Creavy, new golf champ, in person. 

As their share in the Community 
Chest drive, Warner Bros. is exhib- 
iting trailers in all four Albany 
houses, asking the public to con- 
tribute. 

Vaude dropped at RKO Proctor. 
New policy double feature, first and 
second run, twice weekly. Scale 
dropped from 60 to 35. Vaude going 
into new house, Palace, opening Fri- 
day night. 

Following Albany district men 
have been appointed to Hays’ na- 
tional relief committee: Lou Lazar, 
Lou Golding, Marshall Taylor, Ralph 
Pielow, Russell Halligan, Kenneth 
Robinson, W. W. Farley, Abe Stone, 


M. Schine, M. J. Hallett. Frank 
Walker, Chris Buckley, William 
Benton. 





Lillies, Va. 


By H. L. Johnson 


Frank Boucher’s Warner district 
office not quite complete. 

Fair at Roanoke quit this year, 
and said to be permanently out, 

Lynchburg’s fair said to have 
done unusually well—considering. 

Shoe factories here worked day 
and night all summer, but biz is 
slacking off now. Kept town pros- 
perous. 

Warner’s Trenton bidding for the 
kiddie trade, with special prices for 
school kids at Alexander Hamilton 
showing. 

Ed Lockett of INS, Washington, 
and Joe Oliver of New York, former 
Lynchburg newspaper boys, visiting 
the home town. 

Senator Carter Glass’s brand new 
newspaper home and part of a civic 
center project opened last week. 
Open-house planned later. 

Fans who like organ programs 
and others who don’t are getting a 
chance to take their choice with 
three-day console program in effect 
at the Paramount. Ann Melodie’s 
flipping the stops. 


Cincinnati 
By Joe Kolling 


Hotels filling up. ; - 
Quick turnover boys going in for 
auto parking concessions. 
Dailies breaking ranks on no- 
radio-publicity agreement. 
Sol Worthington now RKO’'s head 
artist. He has an assistant. 
Cliff Boyd made president 
Greater Cincy Chow Chow Club, 
Mark Goldman back in_ town. 
Peddling celluloid for Columbia. 
Touts at Latonia decorating lapels 
to keep from contacting each other. 
Albee giving week tryouts to con- 
sole manipulators with year con- 
tract for bait. 
‘Ufa goodness 
trade-mark of Doc 1 
talker intime, named ‘Ufa. 
Two weeks’ notices posted at Shu- 
bert and Empress, managements 
exercising caution against deeper 
depression. ; 
Whitman Sisters’ troupe he ld over 
at Empress for black rev ue addition 
to Columbia burlesque unit and rais- 
ing b. o. barometer. 


of 


sake’ the aerial 
Witte for his 


, 


unexpected 


Noah Shecther pulls 2 
by calling on wives of jour of his 
pals in one afternoon, tne spouses 


being abed in hospitals. 
Waily Maher's WLW chatter rep 





gains him m. ¢. job for Junior 
League Frolic. Debs ard sub-debs 
throbbed at his vocal quivvers. j 


Washington | 


By John Daly 





Charles Wagner stops off en route | 
South, 

Jeff Keane in town from 
delphia. 

Steve Cochran moves his office to 
Laurel during the racing season. 
Earl Carroll renewing old ac- 
quaintances on Pennsylvania Ave- 
nue. 

Gilbert Miller the guest of Col. 
Frank Morse at the Metropolitan 
Club. 

New book on Hoover attracting 
attention ‘Hoover Under Two 
Flags.’ 

Roland Robbins holds a reunion 
with Herb Williams and Chaz 
Chase. 

Constitution Hall, owned by D. A. 
A., taken off the Stage Hands’ un- 
fair list. 

Bill Fields, ahead of Joe Cook. 
invites Lord Cornwallis to attend 
the show. 

Harold H, T. Horan, with ‘Hearst 
in Paris,’ now doing diplomatic run 
for ‘The Post,’ 

Dick Oulahan of the New York 
‘Times’ week-ending at Rapidan 
with the President. 

British Embassy to have a box 
at lone performance of ‘The Un- 
known Warrior,’ at the Belasco. 

Norman Baxter, former managing 
editor, ‘Post,’ goes with the Cuban 
revolutionists as propagandist, anti- 
Machado crowd. 

Zone Manager John J. Payette, 
of the Warner Brothers forces, out 
of the hospital after auto accident. 
Back at desk in a month. 

Mason Peters, right hand man at 
Dept. of Commerce, labels Washing- 
ton the greatest panhandling town 
in America, account the government 


Indianapolis 


By Gene Haynes 


Phila- 








Frankie Parrish back. 
Two new neighs opened. 
Speakeasies really folding. 
Amateur groups brushing up. 
Don Hoover’s book, ‘Copy,’ selling 
well. 
First legit at English’s not so 
good. . 
Tangiana new dance step being 
taught. 
Football in Indiana feeling the de- 
pression. 
Big Phil Davis may come back to 
Indiana band, 
Frankie Parrish still wearing that 
first-baby look. 
Candy salesmen at the Mutual 
drive you crazy. 
Cc. F. Seastrum goes in at WK BF 
as asst. manager. 
Eat-all-you-want joints just com- 
ing into being. 
Gene Woods, really a loc boy who 
made good in the big city, returns. 
Fay Bainter and Walter Hampden 
may be here in ‘Admirable Crichton.’ 
Bill Behrman, in charge at WGBF, 
goes to Terre Haute to manage 


WBow. 
Caroline V. Krout, author of 
‘Knights in Fustian’ and other 


books, is dead, 

Naval recruiting officer using fila 
to show parts of world sailors are 
supposed to see. 

Harold Feightner, politics writer 
on ‘News,’ honorably mentioned for 
short detective story. 

Henry Theis and his WLW band 
at Indiana roof dance place for one 
night (15), then back to Cincy. 

Heavy exploitation aided Indiana 
in renewing its stage policy. Now 
has Fanchon & Marco instead of 
Pubiix units. 

Duke Ellington was to open In- 
diana roof, but Devine refused to 
move up opening date. He may 
come in later on his way back east. 





San Francisco | 


By Harold Bock 


Paula Jordan engaged. He's in 
Pheonix. 
Benay Venuta opening at the Bal 


Tabarin, 22, 

Capitol, burlesque, installed local 
talker equipment. 
Betty Kelly, NBC vocalist, is en- 
gaged to an Oakland realtor. 
Harold Peary is the owner of that 
dirty laugh on NBC’s Spotlight Re- 
vue, 
Lloyd Urbach gave a quart anda 
half of his blood to his fiancee’s 
sister. 
Dick Fitzgerald, friend of many 
show people, up for re-election as 
sheriff. 
Asa Keyes left San Quentin this 


week. Returning to L. A. as auto 
salesman, 

Police declare Capone racketeers 
muscling in on local territory, and 
are un in arms about it. 

Helen Creahen, Fox exchange 


returns to the job Oci. 19 
after a three-month layoff due to an 


aecident. 
Jr., and Paul 


secretary, 


auto 





| talk like English college professors. 


‘Precedent’ Bern inter- 


opening. 
ested in production. 
Don Freiling, Phoenix projection- 


here to visit his Dad, doorman 
Dad is grandpop 


ist, 
at the Warfield. 





to six young ‘uns, all of whose par- 
ents are on the Fox payroll. 

One of the Atwater Kent win- 
ners in the San Jose county elim- 


inations, Vesta Simonds, drew 10} 
days in jail and 90 days probation 

eharges. Notoriety 
finished her in the contest. 





Birmingham | 
By Bob Brown 


Downie Erothers circus in town 
(15). 
Frozen 
has froze. 
Newstand sales of ‘Ballyhoo’ this 
month dropped off. 
Amateur vaudeville being put on 
twice a week at Temple. 
Announcers accused of trying to 


kustard joint downtown 


M. V. B. Gottlieb moved his book- | 
shop to the righ-rent district down- 
town. 

A new book review column has 
been launched in the ‘Post’ by W. L. 
Vennell. 

Evelyn Saunders has gone to Chi 
to join an RKO act headed by Mary 
Cowered. 

Jack Manning now skipper of the 
Saenger at Vicksburg, succeeding 
James Thomas. 

Henry and Percy are back on the 
air at WAPI after having to split 


up all over town. 
biz. 





up for an operation. 

Henry Johnston, nephew of Vic- 
tor Hanson, has purchased the 
Huntsville ‘Times’ at auction. 

Dave Alper is displaying a one- 
cent check from telephone company 
as his proiits from pay station. 

Jefferson county spent $2,870 for 

uspidors for new county courthouse 
‘and don’t you believe they won't be 
used, 
No longer amazing that ushers 
dress better than execs. Ushers 
; manage to make weekly payments 
; on suits. 

Hillman hotel undergoing change 
in ownership. Ben Duncan sched- 
uled elsewhere by the Baron- Wilson 
interests, 

The fair at Mobile, largest in the 
state, due to cancellations at Mont- 
gsomery and Birmingham, made a 
little money. 

Not that it makes much difference 
one way or the other, but the Better 
Films Council celebrated a tenth 
birthday last week. 

Marie Parks is doing the second 
new column for the ‘Post.’ Both 
columns added in one week. Marie 
is doing the theatres, 

A forest fire threatened the trans- 
mitter of WBRC. M. D. Smith, Bill 
Young, J. C. Bell and K. G. Marshall 
pulled off their coats and went to 


New England 


Squash pie menth down East. 

Roy Grant of the Bates, Attleboro, 
hurt when he fell from a ladder. 

Leroy Cloutier of the Plymouth, 
Worcester, injured in a _ football 
game, 

Harold C. Higgins has resigned as 
manager of the WBZ commercial 
department. 

Lester Lonergan left an estate of 
from $75,000 to $100,000 to benefi- 
ciaries, widow and two sons. 

Jerry Sager knows something else 
besides music. He’s an instructor 
in mathematics and hygiene. 

Ervin Reed, former Pawtucket 
theatre organist, got a surprise 
when an uncle willed him $2,780. 

Norma Terris and her husband, 
Dr. J. Watson of New York, have 
purchased a summer home in Lyme, 
Conn, 

In Baldwinville, Mass., the wom- 
en’s club will present a show once 
a month in a hall during the win- 
ter as test. 

Walter C. Stone, former manager 
of NBC publicity in New York, has 
purchased the East Greenwich, R. L, 
‘Weekly News.’ 

Lillian Duncan flew back to “The 
Bandwagon’ in New York after a 
quick trip to Cambridge, Mass., to 
cast a primary vote for a friend of 
the family. 

A new organization, known as the 
Puddleby Players has taken over 
the Puddleby Playhouse at Reho- 
both, Mass. Six productions will be 
presented yearly. 

The Fall River City Council has 
ruled that the bear which Ethel 
Barrymore presented to the city 
must be banished from the muni- 
cipal reservation, 

Mrs. Moses Taylor has been elect- 
ed president of the Newport, R. L, 
Casino Theatre company. She sue- 
ceeds William H. Vanderbilt. Cam- 











paign being waged to obtain more 
season subscriptions, 

Federal dry agents raided a 
saloon in Lincoln, R. LL, that had 
been running for 42 years without 
interference of any sort. Barkeep 
nearly passed out when Feds 


swooped down. And there's a state 





Doug Fairbanks, 
Pern flew up from Hollywood for 


St. Louis 


Suzanne Caubaye guest starring 
at the Orpheum. 

Harry Niemeyer’s smashed arm 
not doing so well. 

Virginia and Betty Jane Holman, 
local girls, trying out for CPS. 

Lot of dinky nite clubs springing 
None doing any 


Harry Burke helping Alma Cueny 
to stage high brow musicals at the 
Odeon. 

Paul 
ing over 
Broadway. 

Pepper Martin, World Series hero, 
packs them in for a week at the 
Ambassador. 

Gayet Theatre to 


look- 
on 


back 
new 


after 
shows 


Beisman 
all the 


after 


reopen, 


| two or three years of darkness, with 


stock burlesque. 

Dave Russell, Muny Opera mana- 
ger for years, one of backers of 
Liberty burlesque. 

Edna Hibbard guest starring for 
Mary Hart after appearing locally 
in road attraction. 

Liberty theatre reduces unem- 
ployment by hiring 50 chorus boys 
and 10 additional girls. 

Richard Spamer making a lot of 
speeches trying to whoop it up for 
the Drama Association. 


Noel Grady subbing for Harry 
Niemeyer at the Orpheum while 
Harry’s broken arm mends. 

American theatre, legit, an- 


nounces reduction in prices to $2 
top. Musicals to remain $3 or so. 

Town overrun with dinky nite 
clubs springing up in vacant store 
buildings. Little biz for any of 
them. 


Des Moines 


By R. W. Moorhead 


‘Theatre News’ has folded. 

Princess Musical Comedy Players 
open at 15-25-40. 

Russel Wragg and Thuel Burne 
ham here on vacash. 

Roll your own machines with one 
bag tobac free at 97c. 

All the theatres open—first time 
in years. Does it mean anything? 

Hale Cavanaugh new publicity 
manager, Orpheum. From Minne- 
apolis. 

Ward Hatcher’s 10-20-30 off to 
good start on second season at 
President. 

Big week with Art Shires, Bing 
Miller, A] Schacht and Nick Altrock 
on barnstorming tour. 

Jack Dempsey with guarantee of 
$5,000 or privilege of 50° gross for 
Coliseum Nov. 9. Largest sum ever 
paid to ring gladiator here. 


Oklahoma City 


By George Noble 


George Y. Henger sporting new 
ear, 

John Levan new ass’t. mgr. of the 
Liberty. 

Todd Ferguson seen waxing his 
mustache. 

Another change of policy imminent 
at Liberty. 

Doris Kenyon in person at Shrine 
next month. 

Football prices cut in half and 
business off. 

Manager Avery, of Publix, off the 
track with a skin disease. 

Bob Hutchinson gone to New 
York to discuss stock proposition. 
Jack Stinnett, critic of ‘Daily 
Oklahoman,’ talking about midnite 
screenings. 

Johnny Moloney replaces Annette 
Anderson as m. ec. at the Warner. 
Moloney from stock, 

Joe Flynn, advance agent of 
‘Three Little Girls’ steaming up the 
town over his musical. 

Eight legits booked by Bob 
Hutchinson for the Shrine. More 
than the entire 1930 season. 

Fifty Tulsa golfers came over for 
inter-city play. Rained pitchforks 
all day. Nothing but bridge. 

Fair week a _ fold. Everyone 
starved including the fair. Farmers 
refused to drive in this year. 

Parades put on for ‘The Spirit of 
Notre Dame’ by the Warner 
Brothers stopped traffic downtown, 


St. Paul 


Shubert stock reopens. 

Garrick packing ’em in at a dime 
top with six months old features. 
Frank Burke, of M.C.A., former 
reporter here, a visitor from Chi- 
cago. 

Herman Timberg with new deluxe 





auto. Wife joined him here to try 
it out. 
Elmer ‘Shoe Fly’ Guthrie here 


from Toledo with plans for wrestling 
promotion. 


RKO President shut off from 
business for two weeks by loop 
paving job. 

Herbie Kay and band succeed 
Aaronson’s Commanders at the 
Hotel Lowry. 

Paramount copped heavy with 


midnight show of IJtalian-dialogued 
‘Sarah and Son’ for Columbus Day. 
Hotel St. Paul giving nite clubs 
competition with its reopened ca- 
sino.. Marty Stone and band cur- 
rent. 

RKO acts broke the jump into 
Vancouver with a weekend at La 
Crosse. Out now with Winnipeg 





dry law in Rhody. 


reopen. 
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Jake Strudel Makes Good 


By Len Levinson 





Hollywood, Oct, 19. 

Production on talker version . of 
"Tess of the Storm Country’ at Tre- 
mendous Studio has been delayed 
by inability to locate a _ suitable 
juvenile, although everyone avail- 
able here has been tested. 

Jake Strudel, supervisor, leaves 
tomorrow for New York, hoping to 
locate someone for the part in a 
Broadway show. 





Strudel Sifts Cream 


New York, Oct. 26. 

Arriving here last night from 
Hollywood, Jake Strudel visited all 
the local dramatic offerings in a 
search of a juvenile for ‘Burned 
Fingers,’ formerly called ‘Tess of 
the Storm Country.’ Strudel is a 
supervisor for Tremendous Pic- 
tures, making the production. 

He will remain here until his 
search is successful. 





Marcel Waves 'Bye 


New York, Oct. 28. 

Leaving the cast of ‘Gotta 
Match’ after the opening night, 
Maurice Marcel, juvenile, hopped ty 
specially chartered plane to Holly- 
wood to play the juvenile in 
‘Ruined Roses,’ a Tremendous fu- 
ture production formerly known as 
‘Burned Fingers.’ To obtain Marcel, 
Jack Strudel, Tremendous super- 
visor who hired him, had to buy 
‘Gotta Match’ from Courtney Fein- 
berg, the producer, paying $12,000 
for the production before it opened. 
Tremendous will keep the play go- 
ing. 

Marcel arrives ig Hollywood to- 
day and is memorizing his part, 
which was wired east in full, while 
on the plane. At Albuquerque, N. 
M., he will put on his makeup, so 
that when he arrives at Glendale 
(Los Angeles) Airport he will be 
whisked by motorcycle escort to the 
studio, where all will be in readi- 
ness for him to begin speaking his 
lines as he alights from his auto, 





Missing Marcel 


Hollywood, Oct. 30. 

Because of story revision, ‘Ex- 
cited Wives,’ retitled from ‘Ruined 
Roses,’ did not go into production 
when scheduled, despite the rush- 
ing here of Maurice Marcel, juve- 
nile, from N, Y. 

Story is being switched to in- 
clude an action element. Marcel is 
being tested for other parts mean- 
while. 





June Grows Up 


Hollywood, Nov. 6. 

Tremendous has decided on ‘The 
Bullet Proof Vest’ as the final title 
of ‘Excited Wives’ and expects to 
go into production next week with 
the western-ganster tale. 

After being brought out here for 
the juvenile role Maurice Marcel 
has been given the part of the 
heavy instead. 





Hays Makes Hay 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Hays office ban on gangster pic- 
tures is responsible for ‘Bullet 
Proof Vest,’ being yanked from the 
Tremendous schedule, Story will be 
rewritten, eliminating all reference 
to racketeering before being put 
into work, 

Staff of six writers now at work 
o nthe story, one to a reel. 

New name for the film will be 
‘Souls at Auction.” Contract of 
Maurice Marcel, who was to have 
played the lead, has expired. He 
returns at once to New York for 
legit work. 





N. Y. to L. A. 
New York, Dec. 3. 

Maurice Marcel has been recalled 
to Hollywood where he will play 
the heavy in ‘The Unconverted 
Goak’ football story rewritten from 
‘Souls at Auction,’ at Tremendous 
studio. 

Actor left for the Coast yester- 
day. 





Find the Body 
Hollywood, Dec. 10. 

After months of story revision, 
‘Hearts Afflutter,’ Tremendous’ on- 
and-offer, went into production 
today with a cast headed by Sean 
Gonzales, Alice Well, and Norbert 
Shanks. Whitney Whitney is di- 
recting and Jake Strudel is super- 
vising. Picture formerly was called 


Maurice Marcel, from the New York 
legit field. 





‘Duchess’ Busts a Leg 
Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

‘Hearts Aflutter’ at Tremendous 
has been completed and the picture, 
after being previewed, has been re- 
titled ‘Diary of A Duchess’ and put 
on the shelf. 

Only thing that will be used is 
some character bits by Maurice 
Marcel, which will be cut out and 
made into a short. Marcel will be 
used in comedy two reelers at the 
studio in future. ‘Diary of A Duch- 
ess’ represents a net loss of $650,- 
000 to Tremendous. 





Strudel Shows 'Em 
New York, March 24. 

Biggest moneymaker on Broad- 
way during the past season has 
been ‘Gotta Match,’ owned by Tre- 
mendous Pictures, which bought it 
from Courtney Feinberg before it 
opened. With three road companies 
now touring and picture rights 
valued at $100,000 show will repre- 
sent a net profit of over $750,000 to 
Tremendous and is_ slated to 
weather the summer. 

Believed by insiders to be one of 
the reasons for the recent appoint- 
ment of Jake Strudel as general 
manager of Tremendous, 


SOUTHERNERS WISE TO 
WRESTLING ‘ACTS’ 


Montgomery, Ala., Oct. 19. 

‘You can’t all the time’ has run 
true to form. Asa result, local fans 
have about caught up on the way 
the wrestlers perform and attend- 
ance is greatly reduced. In addition 
to dropping off of patronage at the 
bouts, fans in discussing the wres- 
tlers and their work claim there is 
too much ‘business’ in the ring. 
Local theatre managers believe 
they are getting a2 real break from 
what was supposed to be in opposi- 
tion, due to the fans taking such 
views toward wrestling matches. it 
appears that the local promoter is 
working with fellows at Birming- 
ham. Two wrestlers appeared here 
who had worked the previous night 
in Birmingham. 


A couple of wrestlers who gained 
national reputation when appearing 
before local fans, certainly proved 
to be actors. They made gestures 
at the crowd, and one made an 
attack on the referee, all such 
pleasing the fans for a while. 

When the new style of wrestling 
was first introduced here about two 
months ago, the fans fell for the 
fun, but lately they are against it, 
and the crowds have not been so 
good. 











MARRIAGES 


Lena Mintzer, professionally 
known as Lena Miller, to William 
Charles Thompson, non-pro, Green- 
wich, Conn., Oct. 12. 

Lucy Levin, downtown National 
theatre, to Leon Blank, atty., in 
|New York. 

Ann Murdock, actress, to Leone 
Colleoni, hotel manager of Milan, 
Italy, at Milan Oct, 14, 


Ursulla Parrott, author and script 
writer, to Charles T. Greenwood in 
New York, Oct. 14. 

Albert Edwards and Elsie Cross, 
professional entertainers, filed mar- 
riage intentions at Stamford, Conn. 

Solly Shaw, burlesque bookings 
agent, to Dora Messer, non-pro, in 
the Bronx, New York. 

Florence Moors, comedienne, to 
John O. Kerner, in Great Neck, L. L., 
last week. This is Miss Moore's 
third marriage, 

Mary Astor, film actress, to Dr. 
Franklyn Thorpe, non-pro,§ at 
Yuma, Ariz., secretly last June. 


Helen Kunody, pictures, to Stern 
Fisher, non-pro, Oct. 14, in Holly- 
wood. 

Arline Judge, Radio contract 
player, to Wesley Ruggles, director 
at the same studio Oct, 18 in 
Beverly Hills. 


George Bole, Orpheum manager 





‘Uncoverted Goal.’ 
Playing a small character part is 


in San Francisco, to Margaret Sly, 
theatre cashier, Oct. 17. 








Always First 





Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 
A bright idea just reported 
is the sale of ‘founder member- 
ships’ in the Olympic Games 
for $100. 
Solicitation is by phone, 


GIANT’S FEET SAFE 
FROM GOB’S WALLOPS 


By JACK PULASKI 

Back in form, Jack Sharkey, the 
Boston gob, trounced Primo Car- 
nera, the gigantic, varicose Italian, 
at Ebbets Field, thereby dispelling 
all sorts of rumors concerning both 
men and dispensing with consider- 
ation of the _ foreigner’s title 
chances. It was an interesting ar 

at times exciting 16-round battle, 
the most satisfactory heavyweight 
ring event in New York in years, 

Sharkey’s poor showing against 
Mickey Walker early in the sum- 


mer dropped his stock away down. 
At present his rating is up ugain 
and he still figures the leading con- 
tender for Max Schmeling. Jack is 
29, and, as athletes begin to slip 
after 30, next summer will doubt- 
less tell whether he will be the 
world’s champ. 

The gob has color, plenty of it. 
He raged in the hectic fourth round 
when a left hook clipped Primo on 
the button and he went down. At 
the count of six Carnera arose 
but hearing his corner yell to stay 
down, dropped to one knee. Sharkey 
screamed to Gunboat Smith, the 
referee, that Primo was technically 
knocked out; so did his manager, 
Jim Buckley. Not getting his way, 
Sharkey rushed to his corner and 
tried to jump through the ropes, 
Buckley shoving him back. It wasn't 
that he wanted to quit. He thought 
he was being given a bad break. 

Referee Okayed 

The “gunner” waved him te con- 
tinue fighting, Carnera having got- 
ten up at nine. Looked like the Ital- 
ian got a breathing spell and any- 














how the bell rang, ending the 
round. 
Smith performed very well. Had 


he listened to Sharkey’s claim and 
ended the bout, the affair would have 
been messed up and the fans would 
have been disgusted. Carnera may 
have gotten the break, but as it 
turned out, Smith, by making Shar- 
key continue, did Jack a great fa- 
vor and the battle continued to fur- 
ther excitements. 

It was evident in the ninth round 
that Primo was starting to fade. 
Up to then and even later he pawed 
at Sharkey with left, jabs which 
had nothing on them. Leon See, his 
handler, and Bill Duffy, his man- 
ager, continually urged the mam- 
moth to keep that left going, to 
touch Sharkey on shoulder or face 
—any contact to keep Jack from 
getting set for a haymaker. In that 
way Carnera did win several 
rounds, 

Observers were surprised that the 
big fellow could use his left as he 
did, but they were equally as sur- 
prised that he exhibited no punch. 
Carnera used his right but a few 
times and then only to maul the 
smaller man. No marks on Sharkey 
at the finish. Perhaps the Italian 
has improved in a year, though he 
met too many pushovers. 

Carnera was up against class for 
the first time in his life. That he 
was able to remain upright in the 
latter stages of the fight bespeaks 
of his courage. But if he had smaller 
feet he sure would have crumpled. 
His corner believed he was out in 
front up to the last round, merely 
a delusion. The man was glassy- 
eyed and wobbly when the final bell 
clanged, 

Thrill Finish 


The fifteenth round was a thriller. 
Sharkey went at the world's largest 
pug in a manner to make sure who 
was the winner. He cracked left 
hooks to the chin. He crossed with 
the left to the chin. He crossed with 
the right to the same place. He 
punched to the mid-section. It did 
not seem that Carnera could last. 
Primo could hardly get his enor- 
mous hands up. 

Except for that fourth-round an- 
tic which brought laughter to those 
with a sense of humor, Sharkey 
was cool throughout the fight. He 
was confident and he worked harder 
than any time here. Jack tried to 
flatten Primo in every round from 





the tenth on. Often he missed. He 
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Radio Amateurs Can't Be ined 





Much Worse Than the Stage-Struck N 
with Rich and Poor Alike 


OVices 
in Group 





Suit for $500 Shortage 
In Tex Guinan Payoff 


Flop of Texas Guinan’s one-night 
stand at Motor Square Garden, 
Pittsburgh, echoed in court last 
week when Hz Keough, representing 


National Touring Artists, Inc., 
backers of the barnstorming tour, 
sued Edward H. Robbins, local pro- 
moter, for $500. 

Robbins guaranteed the Guinan 
entourage $1,000 for the Pittsburgh 
date and advanced $500. The show 
grossed only $1,600, it is alleged, be- 
low expectations, and Robbins re- 
fused to give up the other $500. 

Keough filed suit through a Pitts- 
burgh alderman. 





had to reach up to get his man and 
frequently the blows would land on 
Carnera’s shoulders. Sharkey, how- 
ever, didn’t miss with hody blows, 
generally snapping hooks. That 
those socks hurt was visually dem- 
onstrated. Carnera’s torso at about 
the end of the ribs was scruffed. 
Rarely if ever has an abrasion been 
so caused on the body of a fighter. 


Glandular Freak 


Carnera weighed 261 pounds, just 
59 pounds more than the gob. His 
record reach gave him a further ad- 
vantage. However, he cannot be 
classed as a real athlete, but more 
of a glandular freak. The veins on 
his biceps stand out like they do 
on his legs. Doctors fear a hard 
blow to the solar plexus might re- 
sult seriously for Carnera, 

The match had been postponed 
several times. Most recently it was 
set back from Oct. 1 to Columbus 
Day (12), Sharkey, claiming a hurt 
little finger. That started rumors 
the fight was in the bag. Also that 
Sharkey hada been slated to take a 
dive, but changed his mind. So 
it was a surprise that the event 
turned out to be something worth 
while—except to the hordes of bar- 
bers and bootblacks who celebrated 
the holiday and yeiled for walyou 
Primo to win. 

The final outdoor fight show was 
the exit one for Jimmy Johnston 
who goes into Madison Square 
Garden this week to take charge of 
boxing cards. Understood he will 
be principally occupied with making 
matches. William F. Carey, presi- 
dent of the Garden, is also manag- 
ing director. No fights at the Gar- 
den for nearly a month, when the 
card will be topped by Carnera and 
Uzcudun. The chunky Basque is 
about tall enough to fit under Pri- 
mo’s arm-pits. 

Townsend-Walker Draw 

At the Garden Friday Billy Town- 
send and Paulie Walker argued it 
out with socks. The welters tore at 
each other in a see-saw battle of 
10 rounds. It looked even enough 
but the fans thought Billy copped. 

Townsend is from Vancouver, 
same as Jimmy McLarnin, and the 
scrap was to pick an opponent for 
Baby Face. Either man will do, 

Semi-final between Vince Dundee 
and Solly Krieger was a bust. Lat- 
ter did fairly well in his last appear- 
ance, but was outclassed so far this 
time that the affair was stopped in 
the eighth round, Vince getting a 
technical knockout. Dundee was in 
Paris this summer and was smacked 
around by a guy named Marcel Thil. 





Radio crazy_in its way is 9 little 
more satisfying than being stage 
struck. 

The majority of stage amatey 
are generally shortly and cruelly 
disillusioned. They find that there 
is no outlet, except in amateur 
caperings, for them toe €xpresg 
themselves as no one will be both- 
ered with them nor their imagined 
talents. 

The radio struck amateur finds 
the air a more kindly idol, some. 
thing that does not abruptly re. 
pulse advances. The radio struck 
can always find some place to 
on the air to a real public. Any 
number of small stations will take 
the novice on a sustaining program 
without pay and let him expresg 
himself silly. Therefore the radio 
struck amateurs never get disillu. 
sioned; they can go on being radio 
struck forever and on the air for 
years as consistently as though they 
were successful professionals, 

Most of the small stations which 
do not pay for sustaining programs 
have @ group of persistent and 
faithful amateurs who have worked 
steadily with the station for years; 
some since radio first started. There 
is a constant influx of profession. 
als who try themselves on the air 
but won't stay on when they find 
they don’t click in short order, But 
the amateurs stay on forever, final. 
ly knowing that they will never be- 
come radio favorites but sticking 
because of the mental satisfaction. 

Some of the radio struck hold 
down jobs and go on the air ag 
part time. OtherS gre wealthy per- 
sons who use the air as a hobby, 
Some of the latter are wealthy 
women who have taken voice trains 
ing and believe they can _ sing. 
Many like to hear their names over 
the air and have their friends listen 
in. They are a polyglot group do- 


ing any and everything, most of 
them imitators. 
These steady amateur performs 


ers are just as eager for publicity 
as any professional. They will com- 
plain they haven't seen their names 
mentioned in a long time. 


Drops Gambling Charge 


Jack Brown, clerk, of 229 Troy 
avenue, Brooklyn, and Irving Bren- 
ner, clerk, of 587 Beck street, were 
acquitted in Special Sessions of @ 
charge of maintaining a room for 
gambling. 

Both were arrested Oct. 10 follow 
ing a raid of a room on the second 
floor of the Hotel Claridge, 44th 
street and Broadway. The cops 
claimed the two men wé?e running 
a crap game, 





2 Yrs. for Showman 


3irmingham, Oct. 19. 

George W. Hardy, owner of the 
Blue Heaven showbcat, seized by 
federal prohi boys at Decatur, has 
been sentenced to two years in At- 
lanta. He pleaded guilty. 

Two other men, Joe Russell and 
Edgar Webb, pleaded guilty, also, 
and were given short sentences 0 
anywhere from 13 to 20 months. 

The boat was anchofed in mid- 
stream in the Tennessee river at 
Decatur at the time of the raid. Pa- 
trons to the bar were transporte 

















He had a spare tire around the|}from shore to boat in motor 
waist and should walk it off. leunches, 
os 
. 
Probable Football Winners 
and Proper Odds 
By Sid Silverman 

October 24 : 
GAMES WINNERS a 
Purdue-Carnegie Tech. ...........Purdue .....ccseeeeeeee? “—.fr 
Indiana-Chicago .....ccceeecceees-IMGIAMNA seccenccscerecoveeee® a5 
Harvard-Texas ..ccccccccccccccss Harvard ssccccsesccesseer®® ai 
INinois-Michigan 66660666600606 6e cree Janscessccesccsccecesmam 
Minnesota-lowa Coscccccccccccces ceInnOOOeEn eeenqqeneseener i a en 
Colgate-N. Ye U eceoeeeececce eoeece . Colgate 606666606 00060008009" ‘e/4 
Notre Dame-Pittsburgh ..........Notre Dame ...seeeceseeee’® 5 
Northwestern-Ohio State ..........Northwestern ..ceceenseeet* 9/5 
Wisconsin-Pennsylvania ....++++.--WiSCOMSIM seseeserrereert** Bion 
Princeton-Navy Coovccecccccccccs coe PINCSCON © 000680 ee 000 00000°° 6/5 

Army-Yaie se rcceccecccccccccccccs -Army ds 068060606069 408 86°" 
(Predictions based on fair weather) —— 
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[1 HOLLYWOOD SHORTS 


By Claude Binyon 


Hollywood, June 29. 
ar Ma: 2 
a ma, are you sure you didn't get 
no letter returned from the rooming 
nouse where I use to live? It must 
' been a letter from Ot, This is 


of . 
terrible, “ma, poor Ot with his 
grandmother dead and him getting 


pack a letter he sent me. 
Maybe the letter was from some 
ole bill colector or something, huh, 


ma? Men are all alike arent they 


ma? 

My life ‘coud be so swell, me on 
the way to being a star, if I coud 
quit thinking may be Ot was getting 
a bum deal. I cant help thinking 
about him, I.can call him a bum and 
things like that but after all he did 
things for me. You know: the. ole 
gaying, a elaphant never forgets 
and its the same with me and my 
107, pounds. 

I'm still. working on that pitcher 
for Mr. Bowstein and Henry Henry. 
We had‘ lots of troubel, the star 
Olga Pengree et some bad hash and 
got -toemane poison and lost 12 
pounds and didn't look like herself. 
We kept right on working without 
her but we finely got to the place 
where there was nothing to do but 
wait for her: Why should I care, 
me under: contrack, I hope she eats 
bad. hash every day. Why shoud.a 
star be eating hash for is nuts to me 
anyways. . 

I still live at the Roosevelt, very 
reasonabel, and pas got lots of nerve 
saying somebody told him it was a 
high class hotel and how can I af- 
ford it. You know that every dollar 
I get I work for. Your a woman ma, 
and you know that. 

As for Henry Henry and what pa 
gays about him, all I can do is pay 
no atention to pa. I never saw a 
man with so awful thoughts in his 
head as pa. Its a good thing you 
married him when he was young or 
he probaly woud be in jail right 
now, nothing but a common peeping 
tom. I dont care if he is my father. 

I dont think that letter was from 
Ot, do you ma? It coudnt of been, 
coud it? He just went back to 
Cedar Rapids and saw his grand- 
mothers body and forgot al! about 
me. 

Too bad about Mrs. Plinkert hav- 
ing another girl. You know that ole 
saying, about why some couples 
have all girls and others all boys. 
Maybe Mr. Plinkert ought to put his 
wife on ice for two weeks. 

Love, 
Elsie. 


Off To Malibu 
Hollywood, July 4. 
Dear Ma: 

I just got your second note say- 
ing you didn’t get no letter returned 
to you. But I went to the landlady 
where I use to room and she said 
ehe never got no second letter after 
she sent back the first one. 

I cant write much ma, because 
this is the fourth of July and I'm 
going to Malibu which is a beach 
where all the pitcher stars bathe 
with Henry Henry. I just got up 
about thirty minits ago and I can 
barely see this letter. 

I finished in Hot Hearts but Henry 
Henry says Ill get another job at his 
studio soon. You should see Henry 
Henry, ma, his doctor told him he 
was drinking too much strong lik- 
‘er so Henry Henry swiched from 
likker to beer. He was already 
pretty fat but the beer made him 
fatter and his clothes fit him so 
tight. He looks kind of funny but 
a swell man, none better except 
maybe his boss Mr. Bowstein. 

Well I got to go to Malibu. Henry 
Henry Just says we got to hurry. 

Love, 
Elsie. 





Malibu, Sex and Beer 
Hollywood, ily 7. 
Dear Ma: ywood, July 
Just a little letter to let you know 
I had a swell time at Malibu. | 
havent £0t no girl friends here so 
I like to write to you kind of as if 
you were my g. f. I never could 
get along with girls, always fight- 
ing about men, they make me sick. 
,, Youd be surprized at Malibu, its 
like 76th street beach in Chicago, 
ey Stars instead of pollocks. 1 
thougt it would be a swell place on 
ant of millonairs living there 
pio Tedd live mostly in little beach 
lot ‘ages like they was poor. Theres 
S of kids and dogs and William 


on ap playing around, and every- 
drinks — knows everybody else and 
Henry each others likker. Henry 
Po ila I went to Mr. Bowsteins 
Bo “5 and when we got there Mr. 
worein Was drunk. 
Mr. Bowstein went on the maké 


fc he : : ] 
pond me in front of his wife, and she 
, _ Sore and so did Henry Henry. 
= hn funny ma, Mr. Bowstein was 
hin unny. I pretend like I cared foi 
Henna" e after all hes Henry 
“arys boss and I got my career t 
s 4 ¢ 5S a my career to 
— about. . 
he went swimmin 
i alls. But always a lady ma. 
*nry Henry finely drove me 


© » ate Py 
ome sixty per when Mr. Bowstein 
Passed o ra 


me for 


and had some 


What Mr. Bowstein did. 


ut, and he tried to pick on | 





; 











Henry Henrys a nice fellow but 
kind of tiresom sometimes, 

But I had a swell time. 

I havent heard nothing from Ot. 
It he dont write to me why should 
I bust-a gée string? 





Mr. Bowstein had a star fish 
hanging on his wall and I got to} 
thinking thats the way pa would 


look if vou ever dryed the beer out 
of him. 


Love, 


Elsie, 


Ass’n of Police Chiefs. He was 
;given the appointment at the 
chiefs’ national convention in St. 


| Petersburg, Fla., 


| bens 


Mr. Bowstein—The Villain 
Hollywood, July 17. 
Dear Ma: : 

I dont know what to do. I keep 
getting phone calls from Mr. Bow- 
stein and he wants to take me rid- 
ing and things, but what about his 
wife. And what about Henry Henry, 
but hes kind of a pain. - 

I ast Mr. Bowstein about his wife 
and he says, My God what do you 
think Im trying to do. I just want 
to take you riding and disguss your 


career. My wife understands things 
like that. Mr. Bowstein says that, 
ma. 


Mr. Bowstein says hes going to 
use me in his next pitcher so I got 
to humer him. But I get to think- 
ing. 

I was surprize to hear about little 
Kate. It seems like shes still oney 
a baby. 

No I havent heard nothing from 
Ot. I dont know what to do. Some- 
times I wisht I was like pa, drunk 
all the time so I coud do what I felt 
like and not worry about nothing. 

I love you ma. Love, 

Elsie. 





FROM 50 TO 100 YRS. 





Possible Sentence for Kidnappers— 
Second Offenders 


Four of five defendants, including 
Nick Ruttigliano, alias Nick Green, 
part owner of the Hotel. Vendig, 
West 47th street,. were found guilty 
by a jury before Judge Joseph E. 
Corrigan in General Sessions Thurs- 
day of kidnapping Charles M. Ros- 
enthal, young broker of Lawrence, 
L. I. They. can receive sentences of 
from 50 to 100 years, as all are sec- 
ond offenders. They will be sen- 
tenced Friday (23). 

Betty Stewart Green, young octa- 
roon, who it was claimed lured Ros- 
enthal into the hands of the kidnap- 
pers, was acquitted. She is a for- 
mer Harlem night club hostess, The 
others convicted were: Marcus Blu- 
menthal, hosiery salesman; Albert 
Sileo and Theodore Adinolfi, the lat- 
ter two speakeasy keepers of New- 
ark, N. J. 

Rosenthal was kept a prisoner by 
the defendants in a Harlem flat 
from Aug. 11 to Aug. 28, when they 
released him after his family had 
left $50,000 in a suitcase at. the 
Hotel Vendig. ‘The state charged 
than Green kept $32,000 of the 
money and turned over the remain- 
der to the others. It was contended 
he double-crossed his pals and held 
out $25,000 on them. 

The defense tried to prove at the 
trial that Rosenthal was a party to 
the kidnapping. The state proved to 
the satisfaction of the jury this 
charge was wrong, aS Rosenthal in 
a couple of years will inherit over 
$1,000,000 from his father’s estate. 


Watchman Is Guilty of 
Stealing Mack’s Clothes 


Homer D. Snyder, 22, former 
watchman at the Central theatre, 
Broadway and 47th street, pleaded 
guilty in General Friday 
(16) to petty larceny and was given 
a suspended sentence. He had been 
indicted for grand larceny. 





Sessions 


The complainant against Snyder The defendant claims he tried to| 
was Jesse Mack, an actor on the end his life at another time by in- | 
Columbia Burlesque wheel who! naling gas in his furnished room, | 
charged the defendant with the |) fellow boarder stopped him. 
theft of clothes valued at $240 from Court appointed an alienist to 
his dressing room in the theatre | 
Sept. 4. Snyder when arrested the | 
following day admitted the theft 
stating that he had pawned part of | 
the stuff. The rest was found in | 
his furnished room at 1205 6th av | 
enue, j 

Snyder told the police that he had | 
take n the clothes to get revenge on 
Mack who had previously refusé d to | 
mind $16 of his salary for H 
said that he then turned 
over to Dorothy Martin a chor 
girl in the show, who k 
she had spent the one 

Mack refused his re est gz 
+] wan emma —_— ] Snyder 
tne moneys . 
then decided to i ri 
stuff ineluding 
used in the show, id. j 


| his wife, 


RUBENS POLICE REP 


Showman-Banker From Joliet Go- 
ing Abroad for Long Visit 








Chicago, Oct. 19, 
Commissioner L. M. Rubens, 
showman-banker of Joliet and II- 
linois, is new general foreign rep- 


resentative. for the Internationa! 


last week. 


The Commissioner with Mrs. Ru- 


——eeeee 
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Moving Day Griefs 


Several new apartment houses in the Broadway sector failed of com- 





will leave early in 


tour of 


November 


for a Europe and the Asia- 


countries 





ROY SCHUSTER’S TRIAL; 


INSANITY AS DEFENSE 


Roy Schuster, former dancing in- 
structor for Ned Wayburn, has been 
on trial before a jury and Judge 
Charles C. Nott in General Sessions 
murder in the first degree. He 
is accused of shooting and killing 
Amy, also a dancing 
in the. office of her lawyer, 
Israel Siegel, at 51 Chambers street, 
May 2 last. He also wounded the 
lawyer. The shooting occurred after 
Mrs. Schuster had refused to be- 
come reconciled with the defendant 


for 


teacher 


payments. 


insane at the time of the killing 


rarily insane. He 


Wayburn. because of his 


ment to meet 
ciled with her. 


mony. 
Troubles 


Schuster claims that he 


known in theatricals are expected 
to appear as witnesses for the de- 
fendant. These people are expected 
to vouch for his good character 
while he was steadily employed as 
a dancing teacher. He and his wife, 
when they first came to New York 
five years ago from Chicago, opened 
a dancing school on Columbus 
Circle, but it failed. It was after 
this venture that Schuster became 
an instructor for Wayburn. 


Beatings Alleged 


Numerous affidavits made by Mrs. 
Schuster in her application for a 
separation were placed in evidence 
during the trial. In these she con- 
tended that her husband frequently 
beat her, especially when she hap- 
pened to make a misstep during re- 
hearsals as a team for a show that 
did not materialize. Several per- 
sons who were also rehearsing for 
the show signed affidavits that 
Schuster frequently beat his wife in 
their presence. 

Besides claiming temporary in- 
sanity, Schuster’ says he had pur- 
chased the revolver with which he 
shot his wife for the purpose of 
committing suicide and that when 
he drew the gun after she refused 
to hive with him, the lawyer at- 
tempted to get it away from him. 
It was during the struggle, he 
‘laims, the revolver exploded three 
times, two of the bullets striking 
Mrs. Schuster in the back, while the 
third hit Siegel in the right arm. 





Schuster on the insanity 
pending meanwhile 


examine 
laim, the trial 





Marquee Fire on B’way 


and had threatened to send him to 
jail for not keeping up his alimony 


He said when arrested that he was 


His defense is that he was tempo- 
asserts that he 
had lost his $150-a-week job with 
family 
troubles and had made an appoint- 
his wife at Siegel's 
office in an effort to become recon- 
He had been or- 
dered to pay her $40 a week aili- 


had a 


| pletion bY moving day (Vet. 1) With resultant inconveniences to any 
|} number of tenants moving People in show business had to take it on 
the chin through the failure of the builders and promoters. 

Not one apartment was ready for occupancy at the Century which 
| occupies the former Century theatre site. November 1 is now the an- 
| tic ipated date for partial completion. The Chanins had to rent a store- 
| house to take care of the household effe: ts of those who signed leases, 
| the rents not starting until actual occupancy. Until the Century is 
|} ready tenants are residing in hotel with the handicap and bother of 

having to move twice within a month. 


The Pare Vendome for which much was claimed is almost as bad. The 
Sith street side of the garden apartment looks even further delayed in 
| its building schedule. Those who moved. into the 56th street section are 
forced to put up with the various building noises and dirt, and paying full 
rent. Understood because of the delay, concessions of as high as five 
and six months are being made. How rents are expected to remain up 
in the face of so many new west side apartments is something for the 
landlords to worry about. 


Bootleg Series @cenes on Reels 


Newsreel stuff of the World. Series was grabbed from outside the 
park so far as the Philadelphia games were concerned. That was 
due to a grouch by the management against an indie film firm which, 


according to the ball park, never gave up some agreed upon coin a few 
years ago. Anyway, the Shibe group is off newsreel men. 

They wouldn't even allow the boys in when it was learned the Presi- 
dent would be on hand, In fact, the local police weren't going to allow 
the cameramen to take: stills of Mr. Hoover throwing out the. first 
ball until the -head of the secret service detachment went down on the 
field and okayed it for the lens hounds. 


Arter eote ee we ape phar) dis- With the Shibe faction barring everything but hand cameras from 
appeared. € was caught tW0lthe stands, some of the newsreel’ lads slipped through with smaller 
months Jater at Little Rock, Ark. 


automatic film boxes, shooting the stuff and then dubbing in the sound 
later. Incidently, the news staffs have been barred from the West Point 
stadium this fall, Harvard feels ithe same way about it and Yale 
will likely hold to its rule of no grinding, other than by its own cameras, 
during game time. 


Senator Bill Reynolds Passes 


Senator William H. Reynolds, founder of Long Beach, Jamaica Race 
Track and Dreamland at Coney Island, who died from a heart attack in 
his apartment at the Rodin, 57th street and 7th avenue, was cremated at 
Fresh Pond. The ashes were placed in an urn in the family mausoleum 
at Greenwood Cemetery. Senator Bill is survived by several daughters, 
a sister and widow, Elise. No estimate was given of his wealth. 

Many years ago Reynolds, with Pat McCarren, political boss of Brook- 


ante A ee ee be iecnoat a lyn (Dem) at that time, and Big Tim Sullivan, built the Jamaica Race 
ailaiied seins to 7 Aaa ety a, Track. Reynolds conceived the idea of Dreamland Park and with Mc- 
cant rae seuss me ys give bert oe his Carren and Sullivan built the famous Coney Island playground. 

: - aftr ee Reynolds was the first mayor 'of Long Beach. He served in the state 
time to his work. Wayburn, he 3 ; : . 
claims, at first reduced his salary to senate for one term (Rep). 
$75 a week, then to $50, and finally 
let him go, despite his contract. $42,000 for Widener Dinner 

Besides Wayburn, other persons Racing fraternity is agog over details behind the Joseph Widener 


dinner at the Biltmore, New York, recently. All published about it was 
that horses were brought up on the elevators for atmosphere and that 
all in all it was some party. 

Inside stuff is that Bill Dwyer tossed the Widener picnic and it cost 
him $42,000 to play host. 

Dwyer and Bill Gallagher are opening a new track at Coral Gables, 
Fla., this winter in opposition to Widener’s Miami track. The racing 
boys say Dwyer extended the dinner to Widener as an expression of good 
will despite the impending competish, 


Edw. Frawley Over Hearst Hotels 


Quartet of New York hotels known as the Hearst string will be oper- 
ated by Edward Frawley after Nov. 1, next. Frawley has been doing 
surprising things in re-establishing the Park, Central Hotel, New York. 
Hearst group holds the Warwick, Ritz Towers, Lombardo and Devon, all 
in New York city. 

Frawley is reported having a three-year contract at a large guarantee, 








UOMOMOTS 








FRED & ADELE 


ASTAIR MORGAN 

HELEN TILLY 
BRODERICK LOSCH 
in ’ 


The BAND WAGON 


THE PERFECT REVUE 
New Amsterdam, W.42 St. Evs.8.30. Mts.Wed.,Sat. 


GRETA GARBO 


and CLARK GABLE - 


7 st. & B'way- 
in “SUSAN NOXx”’ AlACE 47th St ity. Ae 

“Her Fall and Rise” P | 
JAMES BARTON 


with JEAN HERSHOLT a 
Revve—Ballet Corps—Bunchuk—Orch. EVA PUCK a SAM w TT i 
THE BOSN ELL SISTER: 


| APITOL "stet ot. WILLS & DAVES 


Gist 8t. 
_ <_ NORMA TERRIS 
5otp St. & Tth ave 
The World's Theatre 
ba Bt. Lexington & 30d Ave, 
HEARTBREAK th OT, oi ats 


Wednesday te Friday, Oct. 21-23 
with CHARLES FARRELL 










DAAVEARIR. £55250" 
LEW AYRES in 
“Spirit of Notre Dame 


j men 
the Four Horsem 
pre FRANK CARIDEO 








































































A fire on top of the marquee ol BILL BOYD 
‘ — » rs ‘ Square Madgce Evans—Hardie Albright . ; 
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This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. — 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 








East 


Randolph Somerville and For- 
rest Wilson have completed a play 
treatment of Wilson’s war story, 
‘Bloody Laughter,’ for Maurice 
Schwartz. 








Louise Granville, show girl, is su- 
ing a Bronx physician for an at- 
tack. An actress of about the same 
name sued a restauranteur about 
four years ago on a similar charge. 





Top Nut Club stops taking mem- 
bers. Composed of NBC engineers 
who installed television aerial on 
Empire State building. Member- 
ship to those who touched the top 
nut of the tall structure. Now the 
top nut is on antennae 14 feet 
higher, and too slender to be 
climbed, so no longer possible to 
achieve membership. 





Out of a job through lack of mu- 
sic in the theatre, Robert Mantau, 
$1, was in the police line-up last 
week for alleged effort to hold up 
a card game to get money for his 
sick wife. 





Elmer Rice books the Plymouth 
for his ‘Counsellor at Law.’ 





Hilda Burke, soprano, and Desire 
Defrere, stage manager of Chicago 
opera, finally succeeded in getting 
married in West New York, after 
failing in New York and Newark. 
Marriage questioned and so they re- 
peated the ceremony. 





John Philip Sousa, who led the 
U. S. Marine band at Yorktown 
celebration 50 years ago, will re- 
peat at the current Goservance. 





Suzette Renaldo still determined 
to press suit for alienation against 
Edwina Booth. Thrown out of the 
L. A. courts some time since, but 
she is urging her atty. to reopen 
the case. 





When Vera McCord, actress, 
came into the Supreme Court last 
Thursday to commence her suit 
against Maurice Rothschild, Chi 
millionaire, she brought with her 
several hundred letters to be en- 
tered as evidence. Justice Valente 
took a look at the pile and ad- 
journed the case until yesterday 
(Mon.), feeling that it would run a 
week or more, just reading letters. 


Geo. White will star Everett Mar- 
shall in an _ operetta following 
‘Scandals.’ 








Empire theatre to be sold at auc- 
tion Nov 10. Al Hayman heirs not 
satisfied with private offers made. 
Theatre was the home of Charles 
Frohman attractions and was 
owned by Al Hayman, who bought 
out his partner, Frank Sanger. Sale 
is subject to theatre lease on long 
term. 





Manabozho Decatur, Indian rodeo 
performer, found dead from gas 
poisoning in a lodging house in 
Brooklyn. Death was accidental, 
due to a disconnected gas hose to 
a heater. 





Harold Winston, stager, back 
from the Coast, where he made a 
picture for Par. 





Sydney May will reopen the Na- 
tional Winter Garden, recently 
abandoned by the Minskys, putting 
in stock burlesque Oct. 23. 





John Gilbert sailed on the Eu- 
ropa Thursday for a three months’ 
vacation in Europe. Lupe Velez 
was at the dock to see him off, but 
he fell back on ‘nothing to say’ 
when asked if they were engaged. 





Melville Baker on his way to Eu- 
rope to discuss plays with Ferenc 
Molnar. 

Lillian Gahagan, younger sister 
of Helen, playing latter’s part in 
‘Tonight Or Never’ in Boston, 





Betty Randolph, show girl, in 
court to defend breach of promise 
action brought by Rev. Bartholo- 
mew J. Chudacek who was to have 
married her in June, 1928. She re- 
fused to go through with the cere- 
mony and he brought suit for heart 
balm. 





Robert Newman to offer ‘Front 
Money,’ by George Holland. 





William S. Burke, former hus- 
band of Hilda Honkins Burke, who 
was married to Desire Defrere, of 
the Chi Op last week, asking De- 
frere for $100,000 for alienation of 
affections. 





Projected raise of 20% when two 
occupy same Pullman berth is 
halted on protest of theatrical and 
other interests. F'anchon & Marco 


protest that all of their contracts 
have been made on a basis of sleep- 
ing two in a berth and that ad- 
ditional charge will seriously af- 
fect them. Paramount Publix also 
objects. IL C. C. thinking it over. 





Classic Theatre Associates an- 
nounce a revival of ‘Tis Pity,’ writ- 
ten by John Ford in 1631. Being 
adapted by Joel W. Schenker. 
Henry Herbert will direct. 





Florence Owens, 34, actress, des- 
pairing of employment, sought to 
commit suicide by throwing her- 
self from a cab in Central Park 
last Wednesday. She was riding 
with Mildred Worth when _ she 
leaped from the cab without warn- 
ing, fracturing her skull on the 
roadway. At Roosevelt hospital 
her condition was reported serious. 

Don Cossack choir back for a se- 
ries of 100 concerts. 

Ziegfeld going into the silk weay- 
ing business, Golding Fabrics Corp. 








Winchell Smith to produce ‘Tad- 
pole’ through Erlanger office in 
December. 





Theatre League pianning a cam- 
paign for legalized Sunday drama 
in New York. 





Thomas Manville splits from 
Avonne Taylor Manville, former 
show girl, for the fourth time. 





Gertrude Williams, show girl, and 
Robert J. Coverdale, broker, argu- 
ing as to whether or not they are 
married. She says they are and he 
takes the negative. Not a matter 
for the courts yet. 





Bruce Reynolds, author and play- 
wright, suing Bernard J. McOwen, 
author, H. C. and Chas, Blaney, 
producers, and the Shuberts be- 
cause they used his name for an 
obnoxious character in ‘Paid Com- 
panions.’ Defendants deny intent 
to slander, but Reynolds asks for 
$150,000 damages and embarrass- 
ment. 





Epicure club in FE. 52d St., raided 
twice within a week. Men got 102 
bottles first trip and 200 on the 
encore. Hearing Oct. 27. 





Lucrecia Bori, of Met op, back 
from Paris. 





Ann Murdock married in Italy 
last week under her real name of 
Irene Ann Coleman. She is the 
daughter of the late John J. Cole- 
man, who was booking manager 
for a string of theatres down south. 
Her present marriage, to a hotel 
man, is her third. 





Rosalie Rodriguez held for Gen- 
eral Sessions on a charge of as- 
saulting Mrs. Mary Amm, who, she 
says, is her sister, which Mrs. Amm 
denies. When the judge did’ not 
seem impressed by a bruise on Mrs. 
Amm’s forehead, she went behind 
the rostrum and showed bruises on 
her legs, but the judge modestly 
did not look. Both are dancers. 





Muriel Johnson, night club en- 
tertainer, who brought suit against 
Adele Ryan, granddaughter of 
Thomas F. Ryan, for $500,000 for 
alienation, compromised out 92f 
court for $40,000 it developed last 
week. According to report she is 
planning to marry Wayne Euch- 
ner, pianist, 





Roy Schuester, dance instructor, 
who killed his wife, Amy, in her 
lawyer's office last May, is on trial 
in General Sessions. Mrs. Schues- 
ter had been his stage partner, 

Jane Rinsep, daughter of Marie 
Lohr, of ‘The Breadwinner,’ made 
her stage debut in a hurry when 
she was rushed into that cast to 
replace Eleanor Woodruff, suddenly 
taken ill, Latter back in cast again, 





Chamberlain Brown switching his 
companies between the _ Riviera, 
N. Y., and the Westchester. Each 
company has two weeks with the 
same play instead of new show 
weekly. 

Dorothy Russell Calvit suing 
Beth Leary for a string of pearls 
valued at $25,000, which she asserts. 
the late Alex Moore illegally gave 
to Miss Leary, since they were part 
of the estate of the late Lillian 
Russell and should have come to 
the daughter. Mrs. Calvit has a 
suit pending against Mrs. Caruso 
for other jewels. 





Jos. C. Smith’s orch added to the 
Waldorf-Astoria. Playing luncheon 
and dinners. 





Marion Harris, blues singer, gath- 
ered in by Patchogue, L. L, police 
for driving in what they described 
as « very reckless manner Fridav 





(16). She sideswiped another car, 


and the pinch followed. Her com- 
panion, prosperous looking man, re- 
fused to bail her out when he 
learned that to do so he must re- 
veal his own identity, so he went 
away from there 





Marjorie Ordell, ex-actress, iden- 
tified two men as the robbers who 
robbed her of $18,000 worth of jew- 
els last Easter. Men were connected, 
through other witnesses, with four 
other jobs, 





William Rolland has obtained the 
rights to Sholom Aleichem’'s comedy 
drama, ‘200,000,’ and will use it to 


launch Menachem Rubin, Soviet 
actor, on the American Yiddish 
stage. 





‘Alison’s House,’ Pulitzer 
winner, trying a road tour. 


prize 





Elizabeth Harris Dahl, reputed to 
be the Betty Dodd wanted in con- 
nection with the Kent murder, 
picked up_in Atlantic City, and will 
appear as a witness when the case 
is tried in Hampton, Va., Dec. 8. 
Reputed to be a stage dancer. 





Mrs. Marie Christian of Brooklyn, 
who eloped with a radio singer, in 
court applying for the custody of 
her three children, now with their 
father. 





Geo. White lost his suit to en- 
join broadcasting of ‘Scandals’ mel- 
odies. NBC, CBS and Bamberger 
told Justice McGeehan they had 
permission from De Sylva, Brown & 
Henderson, copyright owners. Court 
held that to be sufficient. 





Arthur H. Armbruster and Forest 
Wilson were arrested Friday (16) in 
connection with an explosion in the 
house at 5001 Tenth avenue, Brook- 
lyn, which the police claim, is the 
workshop in which all the bombs 
for the picture theatres are made. 
The police describe the two men as 
professional bombers and declare 
that they have supplied the bombs 
recently used in Chicago, as well 
as those tossed at local theatres. 
Ernest Hammett, who lives with 
Wilson at the Chesterfield, Manhat- 
tan, is held as a suspect. 





William B. Leeds denying the re- 
port he is to marry Raquel Torres. 
Old friends, but no matrimonial 
prospects, he says. 





‘Mirror’ mentioned the Paramount 
building as housing booking agen- 
cies for immoral shows. Par de- 
manded a full investigation. ‘Mirror’ 
investigated and retracted. 


Magistrate Weil, in West Side 
court, dismissed the case of the 
State Insurance Dept. against the 
International Broadcasting Co. Int. 
put on the air a disc broadcast for 
an Iowa insurance co. not licensed 
to do business in this state. End- 
ec with a statement that those in- 
terested might apply for informa- 
tion to the studio or the home office. 
Wire company received a percent- 
age on all business created. Mag- 
istrate held there was nothing to 
prevent WOV from stating facts 
and that offer of information did 
not constitute solicitation of busi- 
ness as comprehended by the stat- 
utes. . 








If Helen Morgan sits on a pianist 
instead of the piano, it’s news. Mrs. 
Perl Freed charges that her hus- 
band, Martin, who is Miss Morgan's 
accompanist, is so infatuated with 
the singer he forgets his home. In 
court Friday (26) her separation 
suit was deferred until yesterday 
(Mon.) to give Freed an opportunity 
to defend. 





Mrs. Esther Asher, once profes- 
sionally known as Elsie Lange, mu- 
sical comedy, has entered suit for 
separation from her husband, ma- 
chinery manufacturer, alleging that 
he divides his time between other 
women and the golf links. Asks $125 
- week, alimony, and $2,500 counsel 
ees, 





Charles B. Dillingham attached 
Bayard Veiller’s bank account and 
certain monies due him from Metro 
to satisfy a judgment for his share 
of the losses on “That's the Wom- 
an,’ which had a five-week run. 
Veiller was to take a 45% share of 
profit or loss. Loss was $19,164. 
Service by mail to Hollywood was 
authorized by the court, 





Gerald Griffin elected pres. of 
Catholic Actors’ Guild. Eddie Dow- 
ling ist v. p.; Hugh O'Connell re- 
elected 2d v. p. 





Alex Strobl, chemist who special- 
izes in the so-called invisible light, 
predicting that in the theatre of the 
future the aisles, seat numbers and 
exits will be defined by the ultra 
violet rays, while the house is dark- 
ened. 





Alexander McKaid has bought 
from William Harris, Jr., ‘Red 
Handed,’ play by Edward Childs 
Carpenter and Laurence Gross. Will 
rename it ‘The Perfect Crime.’ 





Louise Granville, showgirl, Is 
suing Dr. Percy Morton Granville 
for $50,009 for ‘damaging and mor- 
tifyins’ her. Coming to her apart- 
ment and after charming her with 





his ability as a pianist, she asserts 





that he grew demonstrative, but the 
music had not moved her to that 
extent, so he went back to the key- 
board. 





Press representatives organiza- 
tion officially endorces four plays 
for road: ‘Private Lives,’ ‘Salt 
Water,’ ‘House Beautiful’ and the 
Adams-Skinner ‘Merchant of Ven- 
ice.’ 





‘Lucky Old Bill,’ Bruce Bairns- 
father’s projected play, to be pre- 
duced in Canada before crossing 
the line, isn’t going on, 





Announced that Mae West is to 
have her own theatre on Eighth 
avenue near 48th_ street. Wwill 
house her own plays. To seat 987. 





Wine brick racket hurting Cali- 
fornia grape shipments. Smallest 
since 1921. 





Valentino estate given Federal re- 
fund of $61,432, overpayment on in- 
come tax. 





Ruth White Wertheim has com- 
pleted the musical score for Bel 
Geddes’ ‘Hamlet.’ 





Catholic Actors’ Guild planning 
a campaign against burlesque on 
B’way. Claims it is bringing on 
unnecessary censorship. 





Lya de Putti in trouble with im- 
migration dept. over her passport, 
which she failed to extend. Held 
up Sunday on her arrival from Ha- 
vana, 





Fred Moore, colored female im- 
personator, familiar to Harlem nite 
clubs, under arrest charged with 
more than 25 burglaries. 


Coast 


Kenneth Ahlberg won the Para- 
mount studio golf tournament last 
week at Fox Hills Country club. 
Karl Strauss won the blind bogey 
and the Lasky perpetual trophy. 








Jack Johnson, former heavy- 
weight champion, opened his new 
cafe in L. A. with interference from 
Federal agents and police. Three 
guests were arrested for possession. 





Henry Fink, agent, is suing Mary 
Nolan for $1,821 she allegedly bor- 
rowed from him. 





Jack Dempsey bought a home in 
Reno last week. 





Eleanor Hunt, musical comedy 
and films, was granted a divorce in 
L. A. from Rex Lease, actor, on 
charges of cruelty and unreasonable 
jealousy. There was no community 
property. 





William Jobelmann, Alexander 
Pantages’ former p. a., is being held 
in lL. A. for assertedly contributing 
to the delinquency of a minor, 





Barbara Kent lost her tonsils last 
week. 





Leo M. Meeker, banker, is suing 
Marie Merrifield, former legit ac- 
tress, for divorce on cruelty charges 
in Las Vegas, Nev. Mrs. Meeker 
is contesting. 





Helen Starr Brock is suing Louis 
Brock, film producer, for $725 a 
month for support of their six- 
year-old daughter. Brock asked 
that the suit be dismissed, contend- 
ing that he was already contribut- 
ing to the child’s support and that 
the tot is now living with her ma- 
ternal grandparents in New York. 
L. A. court upheld Mrs. Brock's 
suit and stated it would be heard 
later. 





Early last week Dr. C. J. Joynt 
engaged in a gun battle with two 
marauders who have repeatedly 
attempted to molest and threaten 
his wife, Patsy O’Day, film actress. 





Alleging infringement on copy- 
rights, Earl Wayland Bowman, au- 
thor, last week filed suit against 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum and William 
LeBaron for $213,000 damages, 
based on a story called ‘High 
Stakes’ allegedly written by Bow- 
man in 1930. Defendants recently 
produced a film bearing that name. 





James Kenworthy, special officer 
at First National studios, surren- 
dered himself to Beverly Hills po- 
lice to answer a mayhem charge, 
growing from an alleged fight with 
Joe Miller, carpenter, in which 
Miller lost an eye. 





George Walton Webster, Jr., of 
Boston, filed suit for divorce from 
Nina Webster, former stage actress, 
in Carson City, Nev., charging 
cruelty. His wife answered with a 
cross-complaint of extreme cruelty. 

Ralph Ince was painfully injured 
during filming of ‘The Dove,’ when 
the wad from a blank cartridge 
struck him in the groin, 





Albert E. Smith has purchased 
the Chateau Marmont apartments 
in Hollywood for $750,000. Smith 
was one of the founders of the old 
Vitagraph Film Ca | as 


—————ee——— 


—— 


Will of the late Blanche Hall More 
rison, burlesque, was admitted to 
probate last week in I. A. Shea left 
a $10,000 estate to be divided among 
relatives. 





Hauling a marlin swordfish into 
the small boat from which they 
were angling, Julian Eltinge ang Dr 
Earl O'Donnell were injured Friday 
(16). After performing an abdom.- 
inal operation on  Eltinge, Dr 
O'Donnell also became a patient in 
the hospital with biocod poisoning 
due to an infection of his hand. 





Ruth Noble, actress, who claims 
that Sessue Hayakawa is the father 
of her son, adopted by the Haya- 
kawas some time ago, is filing suit 
to regain the custody of the boy. 
She had released all claims in con. 
“ee of $4,500 and $150 month. 
y.- 
Miss Noble was in Hayakawa's 
support while he was appearing in 
vaudeville. 





Babe Ruth, who arrived in Los 
Angeles last week to make six 
shorts for Universal, will play three 
exhibition games at Wrigley field 
for partial benefit of the Marion 
Davies clinic. 





Mrs. Rosalind Del Solar’R was 
granted a divorcein L. A. from Jose 
Manuel Del Solar’R, Peruvian film 
actor, charging he misrepresented 
himself to her as a wealthy land- 
owner, 





Phillip Bartholmae, author and 
playwright, paroled to the custody 
of a psychopathic officer, after a 
hearing in L. A. court disclosed that 
he gave $100 tips to bellboys and 
paid $5 for newspapers. He was 
ordered confined to a private sani- 
tarium, 





In the trial of Jocelyn Lee on 
charges of disturbing the peace of 
Ivan St. Johns, writer, she is 
charged with breaking 18 window 
panes in the St. Johns Hollywood 
home last May. Court decision is 
due this week. 





J. Ira Angus, Hollywood tax ex- 
pert, is being tried on charges of 
preparing false tax returns for J. 
Earle Fox, actor. Victor McLaglen 
a witness at the trial, testified that 
in 1927 he earned $52,586, and can't 
remember how much of it he spent, 
or for what. , 





Daisy De Voe again tried to se- 
cure her freedom from an 18 
months’ L. A. jail sentence for 
grand theft, as a condition of her 
probation, by making a motion for 
stay of execution and for release 
under bond pending appeal. Both 
motions were denied. 





Because Maureen O'Sullivan, film 


traffic court to answer charges of 
hit-and-run driving, no operator's 
license and no registration card in 
her car, Judge Paonessa issued @ 
bench warrant for arrest. 





Walter Huston was divorced in 
Reno by Bayonne Whipple Huston 
on grounds of desertion. They were 
married in 1915. 


Mrs. Helen Hamilton Robeson, 
former actress, found her husband, 
Rodman Robeson, LL. A. city eme 
ployee, after a search of 20 years. 
Meantime both have been remarried, 
Mrs. Robeson said she would start 
bigamy proceedings at once. Robe- 
son was supposed to have been 
killed in an Alaskan snowslide. 








Herman Ferman, projectionist, 
was slugged on the head and robbed 
of $68 by two boys who held him 
up at his home in Los Angeles. He 
was treated at the receiving hos- 


Mid-West 


While Barre Hill, Chicago Oper& 
baritone, was giving a concert at 
Jackson, Mich., thieves ransacked 
the box office and beat it with $900. 











In.a ‘Baby Male Wampas Stars 
contest by the Cleveland ‘Plain 
Dealer,’ Clark Gable ran first fol- 
lowed by Phillip Iolmes, Joel Mc- 
Crea, Lew Ayres and David Man- 
ners. 





Martin Johnson, big game hunter, 
had to abandon his lecture tour ia 
Kalamazoo, Mich., when he learned 
his father was near death at Enid, 
Okla, 





Gunmen held up the Hamilton on8 
the Colfax theatres, Chicago, = 
week, but only drew $18 as a tota 





Three officials of the Hagenbeck- 
Wallace circus, were under technica 
arrest at Peru, Ind., last week i% 
connection with the death of * 
youth at Charlotte, N. C., severé 
weeks ago when he was thrown ° 
the circus train. 





Dr. Carmen Ferraro, Sr., head of 
the International Grand Opera MU- 
sic School, Chicago, was held by 
U. S. agents last week for an 'n* 
vestigation into an alleged . 
gling ring. Dr. Ferraro and fiv : 
others are charged with conspiracy 





to smuggle aliens into this country: 





actress, failed to appear in L. A, - 
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Going Places Did You Know That— A Room Tries Again 
By Cecelia Ager By Grace Green 
Nannette Guilford has a new 
dressy apartment...The new 
The ‘Meow’ in Mimicry with hurt coolness when he does|| Waldorf is very smart for 


‘As she goes through her imper- 
gonations at the Palace this week, 
Norma Terris shows the ladies how 
much can be accomplished with a 
jong bob and a couple of hairpins. 
A flick of her comb, a twist of a 
pin, and she’s Ethel Barrymore, 
Ethel Merman, Helen Morgan, Helen 
Kane, Ruth Etting, Lenore Ulric, 
whichever she chooses. Right before 
their eyes in practical demonstra- 
tion, she teaches the ladies how 
they too can achieve a new person- 
ality. The Helen Morgan one is 
hardest, for the hair must be parted 
in four sections before the tortured- 
mouthed chanteuse emerges. When 
it comes to looking like Bert Lahr, 
Miss Terris abandons the whole 
fdea and buries her hair under a 
red beret. The male individuality 
can be proud that its difference at 
any rate is not a matter of coiffure. 

Miss Terris, when she’s Miss Ter- 
ris, is a slim brunette with a lovely 
supple figure, alluringly set off by 
a black chiffon sheath molded 
gracefully to her youthful contours. 
She has a new coiffure of her very 
own too, flattering, soft waves un- 
sestrained. She is quite amused by 
the women she mimics, a little 
feline about them in fact, since she 
ean see through their mannerisms 
so incisively. But gracious in the 
extreme. 

The Boswell Sisters blend their 
glow harmonies with trained per- 
fection. The agreement of their 
melody extends even to their cos- 
tuming. No discordant note mars 
the detailed exactness with which 
they duplicate each other, They even 
do their hair identically, parted on 
the side with large set waves made 
fetching by little set curls peeking 
over their temples. Dressed in red 
velvet pajamas with yellow beaded 
blouses, they cluster about a micro- 
phone and sing, loyal to the radio 
that gave them their start. 

When she’s finished being a like- 
able clown, Eva Puck dismisses her 
comedy rigs and comes back for her 
bows very pretty in rose colored 
chiffon. .Peggy Taylor submits to 
the most thorough adagio flinging 
in a white jersey leotard that some- 
where acquired a single full chiffon 
fleeve. She’s about as petite an 
adagio dancer as they come, trained 
down by her arduous work so 
there’s not a surplus ounce of curve 
anywhere. :. She’s an exquisite bit of 
airy grace to watch and. worry 
about whether she'll make ;it. 





How Matinee Mobs Are Born 

Matinee ladies like to discuss 
things. Give them a drama with 
characters who do right or wrong 
when confronted with the problems 
of ‘life,’ and they’ll go right out and 
tell their friends. Their friends are 
then compelled to see the play in 
self-defense and that’s how matinee 
audiences are born. 

‘Lean Harvest’ presents one ma- 
Jor problem beloved by matinee 
girls, the neglected wife and how 
should she take it, besides several 
minor perplexities that will provide 
oodles of heated conversation over 
Post-matinee chocolate marshmal- 
low sundaes, There is even a dream 
fequence to suggest to the femmes 
that they’re witnessing something 
deep and artistic. 

‘Lean Harvest’ makes a neat ob- 
servation regarding an excellent 
way for an engaged girl to insure 
jilting by her ambitious fiance. Just 
talk to him about their future 
housekeeping details. Figure up the 
year’s total expenditures required 
for a charwoman, for instance, and 
Suddenly he wiil get a flash of the 
fea Of unromantic domesticity about 
to engulf him. If he’s half a man, 
he'll bolt. A yery yaluable hint to 
the audience ladies, The male heart 
does not accelerate to the prospect 
of a wife who works out an ad- 
Mirable budget for his presently 
slender <arnings and, content, duti- 
fully never expects his income to 
increase, 

Vera Allen plays the neglected 
wife, ‘Lean Harvest’s’ heroine, yet 
the playwright has failed to make 
Out a particularly sympathetic case 
for her. Her husband is very am- 
tious, but he’s successful, too, and 
generously he showers the fruits of 
his success upon her. True, he 
fives her little of his time, but there 
IS hothing abo-:t her to warrant any 
more attention than she gets. She 
likes clothes, dancing, going to par- 
tes even if she has a dull time. 

That's just the sort of woman who 
enjoys feeling neglected. She can 
Wait at home, being al] the while 
Secretly proud of him, and then 


have the Pleasure of greeting bim 


come in. It gives her an oppor- 
tunity to wear beautiful negligees 
with long sweeping trains, and 
while waiting she can practice how 
to pace in them without tripping, 
an accomplishment which Miss Al- 
len has so far neglected to acquire. 
Her chartreuse crepe tea gown gir- 
dled with brown vine leaves and 
dull gold grapes has grace, simplic- 
ity, and an ornery way of getting 
tangled about her ankles. The rest 
of her costumes, all distinguished 
by the magic of slender line tri- 
umphant over detail, behave quite 
properly, and bear out the play’s 
insistence that she is a very smart 
woman indeed. When her husband 
has reached the topmost rung of the 
ladder and has moved into a new 
house she decides to leave him. She 
ean stand his neglect no longer, she 
says, but the cause of her decision 
might more convincingly have been 
the painfully modernistic and un- 
comfortable set that he uses for his 
study. More like a new department 
store than a place to call home. 


Femmes Like ‘Bachelor’ 
t’s liable to spoil them, all the 
things that happen especially for 


the ladies in ‘The Beloved Bachelor’ 


at the Paramount. There is a little | 
child adopted by a sweet but inex- | 


perienced bachelor, and two of his 
bachelor friends, just as well mean- 


ing, try to help him take care of | 
is a young girl who| 
emerges from the prosaic coccoon | 


her, There 


stage into a beautiful butterfly right | 


before audience eyes. There is a 
kindly self sacrificing man in love 
with the butterfly. He doesn’t know 
it, but the audience ladies do. The 
good little butterfly has always 
loved him, but she’s proud and wor- 
ries the audience ladies about the 
outcome of her romance right up ‘o 
the very end. And there is a selfish 
woman menace who gives the audi- 
ence ladies anxious moments, too. 
A picture that understands their 
viewpoint so generously isn’t often 
the lot of deserving women fiJm 
fans. 

Dorothy Jordan has the ladies on 
her side fron: the moment she tells 
her dear adopted daddy where he 
keeps his collar buttons. They don’t 
begrudge her the magnificent San 
Francisco studio penthouse’ she 
shares with him, because at least 
‘she takes care of him for it. She 
wears her childish clothes sweetly. 
She doesn’t smoke, and even when 
she gets what she believes to be a 
seductive dress of clinging black 
satin, she still looks like a little 
girl trying to play lady. Of course 
she’s going to win, but the ladies 
are not going to deny themselves 
the delicious fears for their heroine 
that Vivienne Osborne arouses. A 
lush brunette with an alluringly Jow 
voice, Miss Osborne acts unreason- 
able and looks desirable in cos- 
tumes with furs, little nose Veils, 
feathers in her hats, and figure 
defining garments of exotic mater- 
ials, 





New Phase of the Garbo 


If on dark and stormy nights 
thousands of girls restrain them- 
selves from running away from 
home, it’s because they realize that 
only Garbo would find refuge in a 
cottage occupied by Gable. The 
gods watch over mortals destined 
for Olympus; they think highly of 
Garbo, as well they may, for by her 
very existence she is doing such 
splendid work restoring public faith 
in the whole Olympian system. Let 
her have Gable, they say. He is a 
reward that the ladies will deem 
worthy at least, even if they them- 
selves know that no one is really 
good enough for their darling. 

In ‘Susan Lenox’ (Capitol) Garbo 
has reached the next stage upward 
in her epic progress on the screen. 
Suddenly she has found release 
from the tortuous inarticulateness 
that’s been chaining her. She's 
younger, shy, wistful, ecstatically 
happy, profoundly sad, instead of 
just profoundly sad all the time. 
She woos with dewy innocence as 
surely as with the tired wisdom of 
experience, At last she acts in ad- 
dition to giving the glamour of her 
presence. She can be naive as the 
most sheltered maiden, sated as a 
woman whom life won't let alone, 
giving to each mood now the-spirit- 
ual depth that has made her a uni- 
versal, heroic figure. The steady, 
monotonous unhappiness she's suf- 
fered in her past pictures never al- 
lowed her sense of humor, her 
gaiety to flower. In ‘Susan I.enox' 





shes still the disturbing, 


lunch these days...Dorothy 
Fields was there recently with 
Bobbie Perkins, Peggy Fears, 
Billy Ladd and Ethel Barry- 
more’s daughter...Armida and 
Lupe Velez evidently aren't too 
friendly judging from the way 
they bristled at each other at 
an opening last week...Hope 
Hampton appeared that night 
with two long braids peeping 
out of her evening wrap... 
Louella Parsons dining at the 
Casino in a lack 
trimmed in ermine...Ruth 
Gordon is quite striking in a 
flesh lace gown, worn with a 
tomato velvet sash arrange- 
ment, and a diminutive fur 
trimmed wrap of the same 
color, in ‘Church Mouse’... 
Bert Lytell looks graaaaannnd, 


velvet suit 





too, with that grey at the 
temples make-up... Barbara 
Bennett blooming in a black 





velvet €\ ensemble 
trimmed in luxurious sable at 
the theatre...Jeannette Mac- 
Donald leaves for California 
today (Tuesday) after a few 
days spent in absolute rest 
after her hectic European tour 
..-Opening of the Mayfair so 
well attended that they held 
it in the grand ballroom of the 
|| Ritz...Among those present 
were Rudy Vallee, Dorothy 
Dilley, Louise Brooks, Harry 
Richman, Lupe Velez, Louella 
Lois Moran, Sue 
| Carol, Lou Holtz, Jack Pearl, 

George Jessel, Mae Murray, 
Inez Courtney, Barbara New- 
berry, Louise Groody, Luella 
Gear, Bert Lytell, Grace Men- 
ken, Mary Hay, Fannie Ward, 
Miriam Hopkins, Ada May, 
Irene Delroy, Monta Bell, Betty 
Lawford, Gledys Glad, Neal 
Andrews, Vivienne Segal, Lil- 
lian Roth, Pearl Osgood, Bill 
and Madeline Gaxton (in Ber- 
muda), Naomi Johnson, Con 
Conrad, Lopez, Mary Lawlor, 
Jeanne Aubert, Morton Dow- 
ney, Sam Harris, Eddie Foy, 
Jr. Sally Phipps, Harriett 
Lake, Mervyn Leroy, Horace 
Brahm, Gladys Feldman, Doro- 
thy McCarthy, and the Zukors. 


eninge 
ning 


| Parsons, 





Hollywood, Oct. 17. 

Opening of the Blossom Room of 
the Roosevelt hotel with Bobbe 
Arnst as guest of honor was rather 
quiet, but business was certainly 
much better than it has been for a 
long. long while, The management 
is making a real effort to bring 
back the Blossom Room with special 
nights devoted on Wednesday to 
stage and screen celeb and Friday 
nights to collegiates, 

Miss Arnst looked charming in & 


i\full skirted, tight-bodied black vel- 


vet gown. She certainly was a grand 


sport and encored innumerabie 
times. In: fact she was overworking 


herself on her own special night. 
Her swimmer-husband, Johnny 


Weissmuller, with his newly reno- 
vated nose ‘n’ everything was there, 
also at the same table was Bert 
Lahr and others. 

Paulo and Paquita, ballroom 
dancers, and Hal Grayson’s nice 
dance orchestra are the regular at- 
tractions. 

A new feature of is a 


the room 


miniature broadcasting studio KHJ 
' 


on one side. The newly decorated 
interior is Russian in motif, but 
business will have to be lots better 
to equal the large attendance when 
the patio roof was open during the 
hot weather. 

Many names were expected but 
not many were spotted dancing on 
the new spacious dance floor. 

Laura La Plante, in white, was 
gracefully gliding in the arms of 











creature she’s always been, but at 
last the powers realize that poten- 
tial goddesses have lighter mo- 
ments, too. 

The Garbo clothes keep pace with 
the Garbo development. Few cos- 
tumes are allotted her in ‘Susan 
Lenox,’ but each one of them is a 
sensitive triumph, completely at- 
tuned to her personality. They are 
beautifully casual, extravagant in 
their magnificent sweep of line, 
simple and unrestrained, yet they 
have tremendous style. They build 
her up by letting her be free. Her 
hairdresser has not been so under- 
standing. Tightly curled bangs ob- 
secure her lovely brow, hide her 
tragic eyes, interfere with her in- 
dividuality. Garbo is not a bangs 
sort of person. No one wants to be- 
lieve that she’d change her style 
even for the luxury of a penthouse. 
That’s not like her and her hair- 
dresser ought to sense it. 





Faun Deserves Jilting 


A most placable faun frolics in 
‘Afternoon of a Faun,’ one of the 


Capitol’s stage ‘divertissements.’ 
This easily satisfied creature 
stations himself in a cornice of 


the Temple of Vesta, and waits 
for some of the Vestal Virgins 
to come by and set them- 
selves into a frieze. When at last 
they do arrive, dressed in Grecian 
shifts of white accordian pleated 
chiffon, they prove themselves hard 
to get girls indeed. The faun likes 
the looks of one of them and would 
draw her to his side, but the rest 
of the virgins pu]l her away deter- 
mindedly and he finds himself with 
lonly a bit of drapery from her cos- 
tume in his hand. And so the faun, 
after fluttering the drapery prettiiy 
about, sinks down and calls it a day. 
| Present day fauns are not the men 
their forefathers were. 

The rest of the divertissements 
are every bit as dainty, ending with 
a big garden party in the period of 
Mme. Pompadour. Several stately 
ladies dressed in lavishly detailed 
costumes of petal pink and baby 
blue, with clusters of pink and blue 
ostrich plumes in their high white 
powdered wigs, stand about watch- 








piystic , pink 


ing the Chester Hale Girls, also in 
and blue satin, pirouette 


handsome John _ Boles. Richard 
Tucker not only is a good actor, 
but a swell dancer too, and that 
man sure picks ‘em pretty. Lew 
Cody, once again, has that athletic 
waistline and is much more attrac- 
tive than when 20 pounds heavier. 


Another Carthay Premiere 


Carthay Circle had another pre- 
miere this week. This house changes 
its features as quick as a woman's 
mind. ‘Consolation Marriage’ dis- 
closes Irene Dunne as a star in her 
own right and one who really has 
capabilities for stardom. She’s of 
the wistful Irene Rich type and im- 
presses with her gracious charm as 
much as her beauty. 


The picture really was much bet- 
ter than was expected by many, as 
advance reports were bad, It must 
have kept lots of people away 292s 
this $5 opening didn’t draw as 
many Rools as is the rule. There was 
a dull air about it all which made 
the general impression all the more 
surprising. 

A big feature of the show was 
Jan Rubini’s swell symphonic or- 
chestra. Here’s a leader who con- 
ducts with plenty of that ‘ugh’ 
which impresses those watching his 
back and profile. 

Stars, directors, executives and 
many others were called upon to 
take a bow by amiable Ricardo Cor- 
tez, who acted as master of cere- 
monies. The cynosure of attention 


after awhile was turned to the now- 
known-bride, Mary Astor, with her 
new husband. Mary was becomingly 
garbed in the new shade of reddish- 
purple, gown of satin, and wrap of 
velvet. 

Sweet Mary Brian, with Ken 

Murray as escort, wore an ashes- 
of-roses gown with a short match- 
ing satin coatee. Tiny Dorothy Lee 
escorted by that grand football 
player, Marshall Duffield, and cud- 
died in an ermine wrap looked elf- 
like compared with six footer Duf- 
field. 
It seemed that only a day or so 
ago Ann Harding was headed for 
New York, was in New York and 
once again is back in our. fold 
That’s what flying has done for us. 
She, as ever, was sedately clothed 
This time it was a Nile-green lace 
dinner gown, simply but becoming- 
ly created. 


Social Tid-Bits 

Tiny Bobbie Arnst with tall hubby 
Johnnie Weismuller at the football 
game, Also there was’ Barbara 
Stanwyck, evidently not badly hurt 
from the fall from her horse. 

Arthur Caesar still sporting the 
topper. 

Bruce and Pearl Gallup intend to 
settle here, 

Frank Orsatti proud of the good 
playing his brother did with the 
Cardinals. 

Phillips Holmes avidly reading 
‘Ballyhoo’ while awaiting service at 
the Brown Derby. 

Surprising how many laughs are 
derived from the ‘fortunes’ enclosed 
in the rice cakes served with Chi- 
nese food at the Derby. 

Opera season is now on, and it’s 
killing the way the muggs, who 
barely know an opera from Tucker 
blues, all talk about it. 

Do you know both Joan Bennett 
and Laura La Plante wear glasses 
when off the screen? 

Ivan Lebedeff and Thelma Todd 
attracted considerable attention ag 
they Tunched in the Brown Derby. 
Of course, it is rumored, just as 
the Mervyn LeRoy and Loretta 
Young companionship is. In fact, 
anyone seen once or twice in the 
same person’s company is supposed 
to be thata way about each other in 
Hollywood. 

Lots of actors live only for the 
hope of marrying money. When 
you ask some of these juveniles now 
struggling in pictures who used to 
be on Broadway what happened to 
so-and-so, they usually reply: ‘Oh, 
he was smart; he married money or 
something, and retired.’ 

Even the girls catch that Secret 
Service habit when they tell you 
about previews. They all whisper 
like in a speakeasy that they’re 
showing some picture at the Boule- 
vard or the Forum. The idea is it’s 
supposed to be a secret studio pre- 
view, but everybody knows the 
secret, 

The ‘do as I please’ stand which 
Greta Garbo assumes particularly, 
and not wanting to be annoyed by 
anyone, regardless of social position 
(if not a personal friend), is greatly 
admired by many who wish they 
were in a position to be rude and 
independent a la Garbo. 





through a decent minuet. Later the 
proceedings grow more abandoned. 
The Hale Girls change into gypsies 
with cerise leather boots and cavort 
in perfect time to a slow Hungarian 
Rhapsody. Very well trained gypsies 
these, always under control, even 
decorous. 





Madge Kennedy’s Style 


Madge Kennedy has an evening 
dress so sensitive to the fashions 
of the future that only this year its 
like has been seen in this country. 
And ‘Heartbreak’ starts in Vienna 
in 1916. Gleaming white satin 
molded in Empire lines, its sophis- 
ticated Cupid’s-bow curved decolle- 
tage outlined with black coque 
feathers. 

lor all the lu®ury that surrounds 
her, Miss Kennedy suffers in full 
measure, It’s just her luck to find 
herself in love with an American 
diplomat at precisely the moment 
when America enters the war. She 
is convincing as always, but the 
story’s ultimate happy ending, com- 
ing as it does after one of the great- 
est gamuts of improbabilities ever 
grouped together in one film, only 
makes the audience a little doubtful 
whether to offer their sympathy or 
tears. 


Just a Nice Girl 
Though they may believe every- 
thing else that ‘Homicide Squad’ 
(Hippodromie) tells them, picture 
audiences certain to have grave 
doubts alfout Mary Brian's being a 
taxi damcer. She would never be 





able to ‘weather the vicissitudes of 
A 


— 
‘ 

r 

‘ 


10c a dance. Too helpless, too gen- 
tle. She's been picture’s very best 
clinging vine for so long. If she 
must play such a role, very well 
then, she will, But though all kinds 
of muggs frequent the joint where 
she’s supposed to be working, take 
notice that she is never seen danc- 
ing with anyone other than the boy 
she’s going to marry. 

Gang pictures have to be very 
tough, Ladies in them are usually 
called gun molls because that’s a 
nice tough sounding phrase, but taxi 
dancer is a pretty mean title itself. 
Miss Brian submits to it but washes 
it clean with the announcement that 
firstly, she’s Irish, and secondly, 
she’s the daughter of a cop. She'll 
talk to gangsters, even to The Big 
Boss himself, and make them want 
to lead a sweeter, even a sentimen- 
tal life. Her dresses may glitter 
with rhinestoncs, they may fit with 
wicked intent, but in her heart she 
is always Little Elsie, wherever she 
may be, 

And that’s just what picture audi- 
ences like about her, that comfort- 
able assurance that she at any rate 
is always a good little girl. 





Grace George Play In 
William A. Brady’s ‘Golden Cin- 
derella’ starring Grace George, 
(Mrs. Brady) was taken in after a 
tryout Saturday (17). It was in 
Philly. 


Understood the second act needs 
fixing and that the play reopens 
after some revish. 





eee ee I Renee eA 


“ee 


mare OST Me 





ore 


a 











wet tet ge oe 


hss: te 


ee eee ee 














VARIETY 


ay, 
i, 


EDITORIAL 





— 





Tuesday, October 20, 193] 








“ARIETY 


Trade Mark Rezistered 


/ 


Published Weekly by VARIEFY, inc. 


Sid Silverman, President 
164 West 46th Street New York City 

















SUBSCRIPTION 
ORS, «ince $6 rT ee 
THAEO  COBNG 550565 icicevess 15 Cents | 
120 

VOL. 104 — eam No. 6 

(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 

All U. B. O. (Keith's) managers 
ordered to clean up shows. No blue 


and no profanity, One turn was 
cancelled in Pittsburgh. because it 
used ‘hell.’ 


Jos. M. Schenck and Norma Tal- 
madge married in Stamford, Conn. 


¥. F. Proctor reportea ‘practically 
retiring.’ But he hung. on for a: 
dozen years. 


Cabaret acts were commencing to 
play vaude dates on the side.,.New 
departure then. 


Musical shows getting most of the: 
money. Reaction from the war news.. 





Vaudevilte ‘Mgrs. established a} 
complaint bureau, to which artists: 
could appeal. 


Lee Ochs charged by exhibs with 
using presidency of their organiza- | 
tion to cut his. fikm bills., Always. 
the cry, no matter who had .the job.’ 


Loew’s N.Y. Theatre front was 
then the biggest electrical display 
on B’way. ‘Variety’ recorded. that. 
it cost $50,000 a year. Big money. 
for those times. 


Ruth Chatterton was opening in 
‘Come Out of the Kitchen,’ which 
did much to put. her on the the-. 
atrical) map. 


A company formed with $5,000,000, 
capital, to erect.a series of hippo- 
dromes to play the Dillingham 
shows. from the N. Y. Hip, Justa 
dream. ; 


' Mrs, Minnie Stamp given $500 
damages for injuries sustained! 
when six lions in an act jumped off 
the stage at the 86th St. theatre: 
and stampeeded the audience. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 








Coming into New Orleans too late 
to make the parade, the. Forepaugh. 
show opened to light business. Par- 
aded next morning and that night 
had to stop ticket sale 40. minutes 
before show time. 





Park theatre, Boston experiment- 
ing with what probably. was the 
first revolving stage. Described as 
on the principle of the turntable 
with grips setting unexposed side. 
Hailed as an improvement on the 
Madison Square double stage, one 
above the other, with elevator 
equipment. Unused stage was either: 
in the flies or down cellar accord- 
ing to. which was in use. 


Jerry Cohan, George M.'s dad, 
warning all and sundry that he 
would protect his rights in the mel- 


ler, ‘The Molly Maguires,’ which 
was being pirated. Maguires, a 
gan; of desperados, then in. the 


public eye. 


T. ©. Harms & Co. advertising 
successor to ‘Empty is the Cradle,’ 
sob song hit. You could have ‘Cradle 
Isn't Empty, Baby Smiled’ for 27c., 
postpaid. 





A card to announce the marriage 
to a cigar maker, of Minnie Farrell, 
formerly Mrs. Dan Nash, a change 
artist. It added: ‘The attention of 
Dan Nash and Fred Waldman is 
especially called to the above mar- 
riag. notice, coupled with the re- 
ques: that they never again will 
Lother me with solicitious letters, 
for really I can now never be any- 
thing more than a friend to either 
of them, so good bye Dannie and 
Ireddie.’ She denied authorship in 
the following issue. 





Nick Norton opened the old 
Olympic, Brooklyn, as the Standard, 
with vaude. For years he was book- 
er for Hyde & Behman. 





‘Clipper’. reminiscenting . of the 
time Lawrence Barrett used to sing 
‘Wearing of che Green’ along with 


ia new slant, 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


fall meeting at Swampscott, Mass., the Society of Motion 





At their 


Picture Engineers awarded honorary memberships to Eugene A. Lauste, 


pioneer inventor of sound on film, and Jean A. LeRoy, who had the first 
practical projector but neglected to patent it, thereby losing millions of 
dollars. 

The movement, was inaugurated about three years ago, but some 
opposition developed, due to politics, and the matter lagged. Two years 
age Merritt Crawford resigned from the historical committee when no 
action was taken, but was induced to reconsider. Carl Louis Gregory, 
one of the earliest camera experts, was also energetic in his efforts on 
behalf of the two oldtimers, and apparently this year Gregory put the 
matter over handsomely, the motion going through without opposition. 


With Georges Melies now wearing the coveted decoration of the 
French Legion of Honor, it looks as though the vets had come into 
their own at last. 


United Artists is playing p. a. to Al Capone, at the same time exhibit- 
ing ‘how tough it must be for the Hollywood publicity panderers to find 
by sending: out mimeography on obvious attempts of Ca- 
pone lieutenants to censor ‘Scarface,’ Howard Hughes mobster item. A 
henchman of the ‘Big Shot’ is sald to have asked Hughes to see the pic- 
ture before it was released, getting answer that he and Capone as well 
would havé to divvy up at the b. o. for that privilege. 

That the picture's title borrows from the ‘Scarface’ nickname is sup- 
posed td have given the Hughes’ p. a.’s on the coast the inspiration that 
resulted in quick-meéssaging the story to New York for immediate re- 
ledse.’ Capone is represented as resenting picturization of gangsters as 
‘rats.” 


Recently Fox exhibitors’ were advised that they could have shots 
made of local doings where Movietone News crews were available. Put 
in at cost, unless incident was good enough to make the national issue; 
When only cost would be printing special issue for the theatre. 
Apparently. some of the managers failed to figure the cost correctly 
for they are reminded in a late issue of ‘The Last Word’ that royalty 
must be paid at the rate of $100 a reel for news shots and $500 a reel for 
shorts unless the picture is a silent. 

Most of the managers who were planning to get the local elevens in 
action for a special attraction, are now figuring on a silent shot, with 
someone on the house staff doing 2a McNamee over the loudspeaker via 
mike. 


The south is beginning to look up a little, with the situation better 
than it.-was two years ago at this time, according to Dave Chatkin, 
Publix: division. director for the territory east from the Mississippi to 
the Atlantic Seaboard. While below the Mason-Dixon line conditions 
have been bad ever since the depression set in, Chatkin heard less 
grief on the trip from which he just returned than on previous surveys. 
Throughout the south good pictures are doing satisfactory business. 
‘In Pennsylvania, struck by unemployment and industrial inactivity, 
the outlook-is not half so bright as in the South. This is partly ascribed 
to:the large laboring element, mainly miners, forever striking. . Recently 
a. group of miners went’ back to work but were on strike again after 
four ‘days. 


Some time ago Hearst’s Baltimore ‘American’ sought to horn in on 
the directory of neighborhood theatres carried in the ‘News’ by ar- 
rangemént: with the’ M.P.T.O.A.' of. Maryland. It ran the directory 
free, even going ‘to some expense to get the data when this was withheld 
by: the exhibs at the instance of their organization, 

Now the ‘American’ is included in the deal and each house mentioned 
runs a ‘short trailer to the effect that the announcements may be found 
in' the ‘News’ and American’ instead of merely mentioning the former 
paper. In addition the ‘American’ will be given a free short talk trailer 
every three months, through which to play up its Sunday features. 





Boycott against the pictures by the head of the. moslem religion in 
Bombay might’ become serious if the idea spreada, though it is not 
apparent that it is having much effect in the place of its origin. De- 
nouncement of the pictures as un-Islamie is apparently due to the 
injunction in the Koran against any animate or inanimate object through 
painting or sculpture. Originally it was to prevent the Meccans from 
reverting to idolatry, as they previously had some 600 public idols, not to 
mention whatever they could dig up for the mantleptece. 

Now the prohibition is being turned against a device of which 
Mohammed never dreamed, but it’s the law, because in the Koran. 





Another new preview idea is proposed by Irving Thalberg, who would 
have previews on the lot with tickets to the showing handed out to non- 
professional audiences of theatres. This would insure a non-picture 
audience for the showings, instead of present audiences which contain 
enough picture people and preview chasers to stamp their own feelings 
in on the general reaction to the film. 

It. is believed the system would make it easier for execs who would 
not then have to spend time going to nearby towns for the testers. 
Idea is still in the proposal state. 





Mark Luescher leaving New York to return with the Roxy party from 
England may indicate Luescher is surrendering his berth as personal 
p.a. for RKO, to become the publicity head of Roxy’s proposed Inter- 
national Music Hall in Radio City. The Roxy party is due back in New 
York Oct. 29 on the ‘Europa.’ 

Luescher has been in charge of the personal publicity of the RKO 


office since Ri°O organized. Previously he held the same spot for the 
late E. F. Alves. 





Bomb planted at the Ardmore theatre, Chicago, owned by Joe Pastor, 
one of the Allied States leaders, exploded within a few feet of the police- 
man supposed te be guarding the house against such outrages. Cop was 
knocked down and dazed, but not seriously hurt, as a powder bomb was 
used, with the evident intent of merely scaring away possible patronage. 
Property loss was less than $200. 

Pastor has issued a statement in which he declares that as far as he 
is concerned all negotiations with the union operators are off. 





First night fans merited the blessing of New York for buying tickets, 
and a picture and its producer were extolled in superlative manner by 
Mayor Walker. All for Universal's ‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ when it 
opened last week at the Mayfair (RKO). 

Probably the first time a picture company has been able to get His 


Honor to feature an opening night ballyhoo, with hig presence heavily 
announced in the ads. 





Metro has its writing department doing a row of flips trying to con- 
coct stories for the Jackie Cooper-Marie Dressler combo, Jimmy Duranic 
and Clark Gable. 

Half a dozen writers are working on Cooper-Dressler yarns. 

Gable’s quick rise in popularity is the occasion for a Story hunt, 
a flock of writers getting assignments to bat out yarns for him. 


with 





Harry Brand, United Artists studio publicity head, 1s preparing to 
overcome any objections an part of censors or others to the title, ‘The 
Greeks Had a Word for It.’ 





his Shakespearean repertory. 


li anybody with authority thinks the name fa not respectabie, Brand 


| 





Inside Stuff—Legit = 


Present trend in legit seems to be towards musical, background iq 
the screen manner, Last year it was trick staging with cycles, rollerg 
and other means. 

Even for ‘Hamlet’ a musical score is being written. Play under the 
new version will be put on in what is said to be a much quicker way 
than it has ever been shown, with lights and scenes fixed to allow a 
continuous flow effect, a la moving pictures,. Beyond that Ruth White 
Vertheim has written a special musical seore to suggest the mood and 
feeling of the piece. 

Another instance is the recently opened ‘Two Seconds’ at 
theatre, which has a musical score prepared by Adam Carroll, 
it’s a straight and somewhat gruesome play. 

Among the announced straight plays for the near future that wil] 
probably have background scores along the same lines will be ‘Prancing 
Nigger’ which Albert Johnson, scenic designer, is plotting for his first 
production venture and ‘The Terrible Turk’ which will be brought out 
soon by Edward A. Blatt. 





the Ritz 
although 


Walker Whiteside believes that he can circumvent the objections of 
friends to ‘Surf’ by rewriting the script before tackling ‘the midwestern 
towns where. he is a favorite. Well-wishers have warned Whiteside 
that ‘Surf’,.a radically different type of role and play for him, will not 
only disappoint but possibly displease his following. Lots of profanity 
and sex naughtiness in ‘Surf’, 

Last year with ‘Chinése Bungalow’, a typical. Whiteside bag of oriental 
hocus-pocus, the star cleaned up plenty, notably through Iowa. White- 
side is solid on the road, moderate in Chicago. and negligible in New 
York. ‘Surf’ is his first hairy-chested attempt at realism. 
at the Davidson, Milwaukee, Oct. 25, after a layoff during which each of 
the cast received, under Equity rules, $5 daily for expenses. 

At the Blackstone, Chicago, ‘Surf’ starved at the rate of $1,400 for 10 
unhappy days. 


It reopens 


The announced revival of Noel Coward's .comedy, ‘Hay -lever,’. by 
Patterson McNutt, recalls that this piece, a failure when it was first 
given on Broadway, has had a steady success with theatre-groups over 
the country and that there has always been the impression that gross 
miscasting in its first production here was the cause of the failure. 
In MeNutt’s production, Which goes into rehearsal Oct. 19, Constance 
Collier will have the leading role, that of a flighty gal of middle age. 
Two seasons ago the play was done with great, success by the Goodman 
Theater in Chicago,,then with Margaret Wycherly playing the lead. 

McNutt, who is. of the writing McNutts, already has ‘Cloudy With 
Showers’, on Broadway. 


This is the final season for the’ Arthur Hopkins’ lease on the Plymouth, 
New York. It is also probably the final season of Hopkins’ association 
with the Shuberts, even though the Shuberts should be still around next 
season for more associations. 

Hopkins will, it is said, likely-realign himself with the Erlanger side, 
if by next season the indie producers do not take the authority over the 
legit field through a combination of their own. If. doing: that, which 
should have been done 10 years ‘ago, Hopkins will most likely stick with 
the indies, among whom he is an important figure. 





Ed Wynn's show, which finally. opened in’ Brooklyn, did sd because 
Wynn himself at last stepped in and took’ things’ in his own Hands. At 
first, as a new producer, Ww ynn was inclined to také the advice of every 
one whom he thought could tell him what 'to a0. For seven weeks the 


show was rehearsed practically night and’day and kept getting worse 


and worse. 
Once Wynn took things in his, own harids the Show got Whipped into 
better shape. 





A recent, publicity: whip-up for business an “Easy for Zee. Zee,” in its. 


return engagement at the Fulton, Oakland,, Cal. went.soeur when the 
official censors took it seriously and closed.,the show. Before. that hap- 
pened a private performance had to be given for Superior Judge Lincoln 
Church. He pronounced it ‘immoral, degrading and debasing’ and 
banned it. 

Green street players, owned by Sid Goldtree and Dick Wilbur, in at the 
Fulton on rent, immediately put ‘Lost Sheep’ into production, 


When the ninth annual Little Theatre tournament was held in New 
York last spring only full-length plays were staged, short acters being 
dropped because of the depression. Unless things have changed cone 
siderably only the long pieces will be produced next spring. 

There will be no more than five long. plays at the next tournament 
despite the number of entries. The selection of the five will be made 
by a committee which will go over the entire list of entries. 





Several actors are considered for the Lincoln role in ‘If Booth Had 
Missed.’ Walter Hartwig and William Brady are shaping it up. Possibility 
that a Columbia University prof might play.the part is, says Hartwig, 
unlikely, although the teacher did handle the lines when the play was 
produced in the university's tournament. 

All the drama columnists and daily leg men in town are panting to 
get the exclusive on the Lincoln role. 


Second bath of rewrite alloted to “Twisting the Law’ is being done by 


Jules Eckert Goodman. David Freedman tried it the first time. 
If the play is done again, around New Year's by Crosby Gaige, neither 
Bella Cohen nor Sam Spewack, its authors, may be billed. 


Legit Negro stocks have completely fizzled out in New York. In other 
years at least one or two at least attempted to survive, but only lasted 
a few weeks, 

The midwest appears to be a better flela for colored dramatic outfits. 








will underline the ‘it’, 
appeal. 


suggesting the Greeks had their own word for sex 


Increased importance and greater reader coverage of the two daily 
wired A. P, columns from the studios makes Hubbard Keavy and Robbin 
Coons the fair-haired new disseminators for topical picture stuff. 

Soth are with A. P., doing an a. m. and p. m. wire, and both increasing 
their wordage daily. 





Dennis F. O'Brien, New York attorney, 
estate of Mary Pickford’s mother. 

He was one of the late Mrs. Smith’s estate executors and is per sonal 
counsel for Fairbanks and Miss Pickford. 


is in Hollywood settling the 





Having bought one outside picture for the Paramount, New York and 
Brooklyn, Radio’s ‘Woman Between,’ booked for next week, Publix has 
filled out its schedule to and including Jan. 1 with only one hole. That 
occurs Noy. 13, and Publix may take another outsider. 





Henry Henigson, Universal’s gen mgr. on the coast, is handling ill 


matters concerning salary raises, financial clauses in contracts, etc. m 
. . . . te nrivat 
Any employee wanting a raise must face Henigson in his pri 2 





office and usually comes out with nothing to brag about. 
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New York’s Drama 


Critics Form: 


Circle Following English Troup 


A society called the Critics 


Circle, the title a copy of the 
English Circle, was formed among 
New York's drama reviewers Fri- 
day (16). Its aim, so far as the 
young organization has gone, is for 


the good of the legit theatre. The 
only subject decided on is to fend 
off any proposed stage censorship. 

The Circle is not primed to touch 
on controversial matters suc h as 
jams which might arise between 
manager and critic. It is stated the 
society will not in any way attempt 
to inffuence any member's opinion 
on any show, each to maintain in- 
dependence in that respect. In 
London the Circle considers com- 
plaints by managers against critics, 
unusually on minor angles, 

Wise Cracks 

The presence of Dr. Henry 
Moskowitz of the Theatre League at 
a luncheon in the Harvard Club, 
when the New York Circle- was 
formed, was claimed to have no 
significance other than the censor- 
ship thing. On the other hand the 
Dr. is said to have asked various 
managers what the critics could do 
to aid the theatre. Some producers 
answered it would be well if the 
reviewers would lay off making so 
many wise cracks in their notices, 
but more pertinent that they let up 
the unmerciful pannings ‘some 
shows have received this season. 
Lee Shubert was reported howl- 
ing plenty about the iatter phase. 

The critics first attended a Har- 
vard Club luncheon given by J. 
Brooks Atkinson of the ‘Times’ to 
Sydney Carroll, president of the 
London Circle, The latter explained 
the purposes of the English or- 
ganization, which has a much wider 
scope than over here, having a 
membership of several hundred, cov- 
ering various British cities and 
backed by the Institute of Journal- 
ists. The Institute has no counter- 
part on this side. It includes all 
working newspaper writers. 

Mantle President 

Burns Mantle, of the ‘Daily News,’ 
‘was automatically named president, 
on the rule New York’s Circle 
should be headed by the critic in 
longest service in the metropolis. 
Vice-presidents are Joseph W. 
Kruthch, ‘The Nation’; Gilbert 
Gabriel, ‘American’; John Mason 
Brown, ‘Post’; and Arthur Pollock 
‘Eagle’ (Brooklyn). John H. An- 
derson of the ‘Journal’ is secre- 
tary, and Atkinson, treasurer. 

Membership requirements’ are 


_ that the critic must be a first string 


reviewer and have been such for 
at least two years. At present the 
Circle takes in critics on the dailies 
Principally, but those on other pub- 
lications, including weeklies, will 
Probably be eligible. 

While managers over here are 
likely to complain about adverse 
notices, in London a phone call by 
& producer to a managing editor 
over a bad notice is virtually un- 
known, and never to the Circle. 

Only English producer to say 
things a la New York is Charles B. 
Cochran and he is the only pro- 
ducer over there to ever bar a critic. 
Once Cochran shut them all out but 
that only lasted two whole days. 


One Tent t Show Open 


Weekly stock lists issued by play 
brokers show only one tent com- 
pany operating. Troupe is in Calif. 

Brokers say it is possible other 
tent shows are out, south or west 
but that they have no record. 








Cissy Loftus Trying Legit | . 


Cecilia Loftus wiil make a legit 
try, after a couple of years in Holly- 
wood, as one of the leads in ‘The 
Widow in Green,’ by Lee Freeman. 

Show is in rehearsal for Jimmy 


roperative after Saturday 


'to sta 





Elliott. In the cast is Claiborne 
Foster, with A. H. Van Buren stag- 
ing, i 





‘BLUES’ GOES CO-OP 


Company Preferred It to Closing 
or '4 Salary Cut 








‘Singin’ the Blues,’ Aarons & 
Freedley’s colored musical, went co- 
(10). At 
that date a cut was expected for the 
cast if the show continued at the 


Liberty. Cut was to have been 
3314% 
It is said Vinton Freedley of the 


producing duo wanted to put ‘Blues’ 
away. Continuance is credited to the 
cast’s desire, 


Erlanger Trial On; 
Testifies Miss Fixel 
Wore 3 Wedding Rings 


That Charlotte Leslay Fixel who 
is attempting to prove she was the 
late A. L. Erlanger’s common law 
wife, was possessed of three differ- 
ent wedding rings was introduced 
in testimony given in behalf of Miss 
Fixel by a Mrs. Elizabeth Conger 
of Atlantic City, an old friend. 

One of the rings was a band of 
diamonds, another was distinguish- 
ed as a ‘chaste’ ring, and still a 
third comprised seven precious 
stones, 

The late theatre man’s estate is 
variously estimated at from $1,000,- 
000 to $75,060,000 and left mostly to 
his sisters, nephews and a brother, 
former Supreme Court Justice 
Mitchell Erlanger. Miss Fixel is 
fighting for a widow’s share of this 
estate under the common law. 

Beginning of the contest in Sur- 
rogates Court was marked by some 
fancy and embittered verbal pokes 
between counsel. Surprise was the 
appearance of Attorney Isidore 
Kresel in behalf of the estate after 
it was presumed he had retired and 
that Samuel Untermyer would carry 
through. The two are associated 
in this one case against Max D. 
Steuer, while Judge Erlanger and 
Attorney Saul Baron sit in observa- 
tion. 








Rival Attorneys 

Kresel and Steuer have been arch 
rivals of the bar for a matter of 
years and which recently climaxed 
in the various investigations going 
on in New York City. Untermyer 
and Steuer also have met in court 
before, 

Mrs. Conger also testified to 
knowing Miss Fixel under the name 
of ‘Charlotte Lesley,’ that the latter 
went to opening nights with Mr. 
Erlanger and Miss Fixel at the 
Apollo, Atlantic City, on several oc- 
easions, and also visited them in 
New York over a weekend. 

A woman described as a former 
housekeeper for Erlanger preceded 
Mrs. Conger on the _ stand, and 
claimed to know Miss Fixel as ‘Mrs. 
Erlanger’ and to being friendly with 
her. 

Erlanger died in March, 1930, and 
it is only after many delays that 
the case has come to trial. 





WARNER WILL ATTEMPT 


$1.50 MUSICALS IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 

Planning a new policy at the 
Mayan theatre, Franklin Warner 
has called off production of ‘Temp- 
tations’ revue. He left here for 
New York Friday to engage a pro- 
ducer for original musicals at $1.50 
top. Paul Gerrard Smith, who was 
ge ‘Temptations,’ is out. 

Busby Berkeley, dance stager and 
Sam Coslow, Frank Harling and 
Jack Brennon, song writers, will 
carry over to the new policy. 








Hopkins’ Option 
Sidney Howard has completed a 
new play entitled ‘Yellow Jack.’ 
Arthur Hopkins has it optioned. 





‘MAY CONTROL IN 
BOOKING FIELD 


‘Indefinite Situation May 


Clear Up—Many Legit 
Theatres to Be Sacrificed 
—‘Syndicate’ Oppression 
Left in Rear 





ONE BOOKING OFFICE 


Established independent pro- 
ducers of the legit drama and mu- 
sicals say the time is opportune for 
them to step into the direction of 
the legit production and booking in 
this country. By direction the in- 
dies do not contemplate control, 
but protection for the abused legit 
producer by any and all of the 
syndicates which have had the 
upper hands in booking and rou- 
tine since the first days of Klaw & 
Erlanger. 

Clarification of the legit show 
business is in sight, the producers 
believe. Current conditions have 
brought it about. The influence of 
money or weight formerly and 
largely holding the legit situation in 
a vise is no longer in evidence. 
There is no ‘syndicate’ remaining 
with etiher money or power. If 
anything any ‘syndicate’ at present 
is overwhelmed by is a surplus of 
theatres.” 

In combination and under the 
current situation say the indie pro- 
ducers, they would assert sufficient 
strength to demand a single legit 
booking office for all metropolitan 
productions. This is essential to 
the life of the legit and their ulti- 
mate profit is the argument of the 
men who furnish the shows for the 
theatres. 

What will become of the legit 
theatres that must necessarily fade 
away in any key city while a single 
booking office is routing legit at- 
tractions is not a subject of any 
consideration by the indies. They 
pass it up by stating it is a realty 
problem, to be solved by those who 
were instrumental in over-flooding 
the legit theatre field or the present 
owners of the surplus. houses, 
wherever they may be located. 


The Record 


One or two indie producers still 
maintain it is a matter of a hit 
show and nothing else, but that at- 
titude isn’t borne out by the pro- 
ducing records over here. The rec- 
ords reveal instead that every the- 
atrical combination of prominence 
in the legitimate and with theatre 
holding power has taken advantage 
in one way or another of the pro- 
ducer since K&E discovered what 
an easy maneuver that could be- 
come. 

Self protection seems the present 
stand of the indie. Syndicates are 
in a spot at last and may be wiped 
altogether off of the legit map. 
While these changes are proceed- 
ing and the legit growing more wide 
open is the moment for the indie 
producers to finally assert them- 
selves, is the common impression. 

Everywhere along the line of the 
egit at present, it is admitted, the 
indie producer holds the whip hand. 
They may lose it, the indies realize, 
if they again permit another selfish 
syndicate to arise out of the debris, 
without accepting the producers as 
co-operators at least in the book- 
ing and routing of the indie pro- 
ducers’ productions. 


Maybe for Jinx Gaiety 


Erlangers will try to break the 
Gaiety, New York, jinx with a new 
Winchell Smith play. Two plays 
have been booked into the theatre 
thus far this season, with both fold- 
ing before reaching Broadway. 

Smith’s newest play is ‘The Tad- 
pole.” It will have Harry Ellerbe in 
the lead. Others lined up, though 
supposedly not set, are Katherine 
liepburn, Harold Webster, Porter 
Ifall and Henry Potter. 
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UNION BACKS STOCK 


Canton, O., Troup Will Give Entre- 
Acte Vaudeville 
Canton, O., Oct. 19. 

stock on a co-opera- 
tive basis, sponsored by the stage 
hands’ and musicians’ unions, will 
be inaugurated at the Grand Opera 
House Oct. 24, when a company 
headed by Edith Ambler and Ross 





Dramatie 


Robinson. Grand was dark for 
several seasons. 

A nine-piece pit band and vaude- 
ville between the acts. 





Interest on Bonds of 
Erlanger’s Theatre Is 


In Default; 507 Maybe 


While the Shuberts are having 
plenty of financial worries, matters 





are not all serene in the Erlanger 
menage. The 


there appears to be that of Er- 
langer’s theatre, West 44th street, 
the final building under the direc- 
tion of the late A. L, Erlanger. 

Erlanger’s is temporarily in de- 
fault of paying interest on the bonds 
of that house which cost over $1,- 
000,000. Bond holders have been 
asked to accept 50% of the interest 
due, to keep the property from re- 
ceivership. 

The theatre has a heavy fixed 
charge, making it one of the most 
eostly of legits to operate.. Ground 
rent to Vincent Astor is $25,000 an- 
nually. Taxes are $25,000 and the 
upkeep is about $10,000 per year. 
That totals $60,000 in fixed charges 
aside from the bond interest which 
is $42,000 per year. Because of the 
heavy fixed charges, should a re- 
ceiver be appointed and should he 
offer the house for sale, there might 
be no bidder. In that event the 
property would go to Astor, with 
nothing left. for the owners of the 
bonds. Because of that possibility, 
the latter have been requested to 
accept 50% of the due interest. The 
expectation is that more prosperious 
times will bring the bonds back to 
par. 


principal problem 


Advertised 


The bonds were issued by the 
Caesar Theatre Corporation, the 
ownership company. During the 
building of the theatre large adver- 
tisements appeared in Southern dai- 
lies, particularly New Orleans, an- 
nouncing the bond issue. There are 
$785,000 in bonds outstanding, the 
balance of some $300,000 being held 
by the Erlanger estate, 

The bonds were guaranteed by 
A, L. Erlanger and Joe Toplitsky, 
the latter of Hollywood. The Er- 
langer estate claims it cannot be 
held responsible at this time be- 
cause the estate is in litigation, 
principally that of Charlotte Leslay 
Fixe], claimant to a widow’s share 
on the grounds that she was Er- 
langer’s common law wife. 


SHORT SHRIFT FOR 
DOUBTFUL SHOWS 


In line with a conservative atti- 
tude recently stressed by an Er- 
langer exec, that office is now clos- 
ing shows out of town when the 
productions look doubtful. So far 
two pieces have been closed with a 
third possibly remaining. Last sea- 
son a longer chance was given the 
trials. 

‘Stella Brady,’ produced with 
Charles Dillingham went off Satur- 
day (i7). Prior to that, Arch Sel- 
wyn’'s ‘Cherries Are Ripe’ met dis- 
aster. Lenore Ulric in ‘Social Reg- 
ister’ is also doubtful. Play is now 
being doctored and given additional 
road bogkings. 

Last/season with bringing every- 
thing /in, Erlanger’s is believed to 











\Are Shuberts on Ther Way Out 
As Trustees Hold Control Reins? 


Reports along Broadway concern- 
ing the financial affairs of the Shu- 
bert Theatre Corp. broke Sunday 
when a conference of attorneys for 
the Shuberts and certain bankers 
was reported held. That is one of 
the results of the failure to pay in- 


terest on the Shubert bonds last 
June, 
It is understood the Chase Na- 


tional Bank inherited the Shubert 
proposition when taking over the 
Equitable Trust, which was trustee 
for the bonds. Counsel from Chi- 
cago infoed present at the New 
York conference, 

Defer Reorganization 

Reorganization plan which was to 
have gone into effect Oct. 15 has 
been extended 30 days with the 
privilege granted to the trustees to 
extend another 30 days if necessary. 
Thus if any change is coming in the 
Shubert layout, it may not happen 
for a month or more, 

In excess of 75% of the bonds 
necessary to ratify a reorganization 
plan already has been deposited 
with the Chase bank, which is the 
depository named for the purpose, 
Talk of receivership looks out of 
the question. While 25% of the 
bondholders can apply for a re- 
ceivership, this would be impossible 
without consent of certain of the 
bonds already pledged to ratifica- 
tion. 

The reorganization contemplates 
a realty company to take over the 
assets of the present corporation, 
with Lee Shubert named as one of 
the trustees, operating control be- 
ing left with the Shuberts. How- 
ever, in organization of the new 
company the bondholders can elect 
their own board of directors that 
could defeat any operating control 
plan, 

Estimates of Shubert Corpora- 
tion’s losses run into big figures. 
Aside from the money used to pay 
the bond interest, loss on operation 
since last January is set at $3,000,- 
000. It is further estimated the de- 
preciation in realty holdings would 
be about $10,060,000. That would 
properly explain why Shubert bonds 
are under $7 and the stock under 
$2 a share, 

A recent Shubert production is 
billed as presented by the Shuberts 
but the line ‘Noclin Corporation, 
Proprietor’ in parenthesis follows 
other credits. The ownership men- 
tion is a legal requirement. Nothing 
to indicate if the Noclin Co. is a 
Shubert Theatre Corp. subsidiary. 

According to the stock market ape 
praisal the Shubert Theatre Core 
poration is worth about $2,500,000. 
That takes in bonds and stock. The 
bond issue of $10,000,000 was quoted 
near par in 1929 but at present 
ticker price the bonds are quotably 
valued at $650,000 in total. At the 
peak Shubert stock was $70 the 
share on the Stock Market, which 
indicates the deflation was about 
$70,000,000. 

Lack of confidence in Shubert 
stock was demonstrated in Wall 
Street even when the dividend of 
$5 was still on. Despite that, the 
stock dropped to 17 and the direc- 
tors were forced to pass the divi- 
dend. Last year the stock was run 
up from 12 to 35. That manipula- 
tion was never explained. But 
some who lost on the first decline 
started doubling up and were vir- 
tually even, only to again see the 
price steadily drop into the cellar, 
causing further reverses. 





Lee Shubert has been abed ill 
since Wednesday (14) last week. 
He is reported suffering from a 
painful bladder infection and has 
been denied visitors, save for brief, 
imperative business matters. 

Understood he was unable to ate 
tend the signing of checks Saturday 
and a banking conference Sunday. 
He is under treatment in his apart- 
ment atop the Shubert theatre. 





Jannings and N. Y. 

Emil Jannings may make a New 
York legit appearance if Lawrence 
Weber can land him. 

Wants him for ‘Man Who Re- 
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~ Manhattan's Lease Runs According 





To Schwab & Mandef's Show Success 





Schwab & Mandel’s lease or ten- 
ancy of the former Hammerstein 
theatre, renamed Manhattan, on 
Broadway at 53rd street, runs ac 
cording to the success reached by 
the producing firm with two mu- 
sical shows to be played in the 
house. The first S&M musical, 
‘Free for All,’ already has been 
staged and quickly died. The other 
is ‘East Wind,’ shortly due for its 
Broadway premiere. 

Meanwhile the Manufacturers’ 
Trust Company, holder of the the- 
atre building under a recent fore- 
closure sale, is reported in negotia- 
tion with other theatre operators 
for the house if Schwab & Mandel 
vacates. The bank will make agree- 
able terms, it is said for the the- 
atre. Office portion of the building 
is about 65% rented. 


Percentage of Gross 


An unconfirmed report has been 
the bank is in with Schwab & Man- 
del on the theatre's rental on a per- 
centage of the gross arrangement. 
This sort of a deal, if existing at 
present for the house rental, was 
not proposed to any of those the- 
atre men who have been asking 
about the theatre. None of those 
has wanted it for legit or musicals; 
the cont@mplated policies have been 
of the variety character, despite 
that the Manhattan has but around 
1,500 seats. 

Arthur Hammerstein, who got 
into a bad business break with his 
theatre building and musical pro- 
ductions, is just out of a hospital 
at his home in Great Neck, L. I. He 
lost over a million dollars in the 
Hammerstein theatre project, other 
than his losses on shows presented 
there by him. 


ANHALT ASKS DOPE ON 
SHOWS PUBLIC PREFER 


Lawrence J. Anhalt proposes 
presentation of a number of re- 
vivals, plays or operettas, to be se- 
lected by the device of question- 
naires. About 1,500 people are be- 
ing queried as to their opinion of 
what was the best play ever writ- 
ten. The play or plays named may 
be offered on Broadway during the 
winter. 

The manager in his communica- 
tion points out that ‘current dra- 
matic writing being what it is,’ he 
is seeking in older fields plays 
worthy of reviving. The question- 
naires have been sent to critics, 
college professors and prominent 
theatregoers. 

Anhalt formerly was well known 
as a manager but has been away 
from Broadway for several seasons. 
He has been conducting a summer 
stage at Essex, Conn. 


Horton Takes Coast 
‘Lives’ on Stiff Terms 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Edward Everett Horton, now in 
New York, will put on @ coast pro- 
duction of ‘Private Lives’ within a 
month, splitting top cast honors 
with himseif and Florence Eldridge 
(Mrs. Frederic March). Other three 
parts will be cast in New York. 

Show will open at the Columbia, 
San Francisco, with the play being 
booked through Erlanger houses in 
the west as per understanding be- 
tween Horton and Arch Selwyn 
when Horton bought the rights. 

The actor-producer will pay 15% 
of the gross as royalty with $1,000 
weekly bonus and $10,000 down in 
advance. ‘Lives’ will have to do 
$10,000 or better weekly to keep out 
of the red with these terms. 


Marie Cahill’s Show 


Marie Cahill is considering a new 
piay to be produced by her husband, 
D. V. Arthur. 

It's a comedy-drama and will be 
her first show since ‘The New 
Yorkers.’ 


‘Stella Brady’s’ Brody 


Dillingham-Erlanger production, 
‘Stella Brady,’ went on the list of 
also rans Saturday (17). In for fix- 
ing. 

Show was booked for this week 
at the Windsor, Bronx, House 
dark, 




















RICE KNOWS ’EM 


Company for ‘Counsellor’ Opening 
Cold on Nov. 9 


‘Counsellor at Law,’ Elmer Rice's 
new play, written, directed and pro- 
duced by himself, will go into the 
Plymouth, New York, Nov. 9, open- 
ing cold. 

Paul Muni has the lead with the 
cast including Anna Konstant, Con- 
way Washburne, C. H. Manning, 
John M. Qualen, Sam S. Bonnell and 
Jane Hamilton. 

All of the company have previ- 
ously been in Rice plays with the 
exception of Muni. 


“™~ 


High Hat Ladies Hand 
Manager a Lemon in 


Their Play Choice 


Minneapolis, Oct. 19. 
Members of the Women’s Club, 
the city’s most exclusive feminine 
organization, may know their so- 
cial onions, but as box office play 
pickers they’re the berries. 
In effect, this is what ‘Buzz’ Bain- 
bridge told them from the Shubert 
stage one evening last week, which 
was set aside for the club at the 
house. 
Under a recent arrangement, the 
Woman's Club, in return for its ac- 
tive support, was accorded the priv- 
ilege of choosing an _ occasional 
play for presentation. It's first se- 
lection was ‘Philip Goes Forth.’ Not 
only did the critics pan the piece, 
but regular customers complained 
about it, and the house had its 
poorest week of the season. 
In a curtain speech for club mem-. 
bers, Bainbridge directed attention 
to the fact that the balcony was 
three-fourths empty. 
‘Unfortunately I cannot be in 
business for my health,’ he said. ‘This 
is a fine, clean, wholesome play, but 
the Minneapolis public evidently 
prefers a different type of enter- 
tainment. The Woman’s Club should 
consider the box office in making 
its selections and if they do that I 
suppose they will have to give some 
thought to the spicier and more 
risque pieces which, apparently, are 
what the bulk of theatregoers want.’ 


Can’t Violate Dramatists’ 
Contract, Say Arbitrators 


Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 

Secret agreements between pro- 
ducer and author nullifying provi- 
sions of the standard dramatists’ 
contract are void, in the opinion of 
the three arbitrators settling Arthur 
Gregor’s dispute with Franklin Pro- 
ductions on the picture rights of 
‘Decency.’ 

Arbitrating trio held that Frank- 
lin Warners’ deal giving him 50-50 
for pictures if he produced the play 
two weeks was void, and that the 
legit end had no claim on picture 
rights. Gregor was ordered to re- 
turn certain sums advanced by 
Franklin Warner, most of which the 
latter has to pay in as arbitration 
costs. Leaves Gregor free in his 
deal to direct the picture for Al 
Mannon, 

Arbitors were Phil Bern, Oscar 
R. Cummins and Charles Miller, 


Baum-Raphaelson on Book 


Vicki Baum, author of ‘Grand 
Hotel,’/ and Samson Raphaelson 
have teamed for collaboration on 
the liberetto for Oscar Strauss’ 
newest operetta. It may be pro- 
duced late this season in New York. 

Raphbaelson authored ‘The Jazz 
Singer’ and ‘Young Love,’ lately 
working for pictures. 


























Ames’ Legit Return 


~Hottywood, Oct. 19.— 

Robert Ames, Radio contract 
player, is leaving that studio in De- 
cember for a go at legit. He is now 
on loan to Paramount for ‘Tomor- 
row and Tomorrow.’ 

Ames will spend the Christmas 
holidays in New York looking for a 
play ,and if not finding one will 





consider the trip as a rest. 





"Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Hot Money’ (Elliott) Bryant 
Hall. 

‘Roof’ (Chas. Hopkins) Hop- 
kins. 





‘Councillor At Law’ (Rice) 
Plymouth. 

‘Silver Fizz’ (Edgar Selwyn) 
Selwyn. 

‘Louder, Please’ (Jones) Co- 
han. 

‘Blue Ghost’ (Cosmopolitan, 


Chicago) Little. 


BWAY'S LOWEST 
RENT $250 WK. 
FOR COMEDY 


Record low rental for a Broad- 














way legit theatre is reported in 
force at the Comedy, a Shubert 
spot, where Maurice Schwartz is 


declared to be paying only $250 
weekly for the four walls. Yiddish 
actor recently moved there from 
the Ambassador, 


Shuberts backed Schwartz at the 
Ambassador. When the grosses 
fell down they are understood to 
have withdrawn, with the actor 
now independently operating at 
the 4ist street location. He starts 
casting this week on his second 
show ‘Bloody Laughter.’ 

Shuberts have been unable to land 
an attraction for the Comedy. It 
was dark practically all of last sea- 
son, except for few days. 


GORDON SHOW DRAWS 
CONTRARY OPINIONS 


No sharper difference of opinion 
has been evoked over a show than 
that of ‘The Cat and the Fiddle’ 
in years. That goes for critics, first 
nighters and subsequent audiences. 
Max Gordon produced the operetta 
at the Globe, New York, Thursday 
(15). 

The notices were about 50-50 for 
and against. Concensus lauded the 
score and production. Audiences, 
but not the critics, seemed to think 
the book okay. One critic went to 
extremes in putting the sock on the 
story. 

The scale of $4.40 top is regarded 
as favorable for show’s box office 
chances. Brokers say the top 
means little where a hit is con- 
cerned. They have taken a 12-week 
buy. ‘Cat and Fiddle’ is hooked up 
to make a profit without drawing 
exceptional grosses. It can gross 
over $31,000, but can play to an 
even break or better at $20,000, the 
show's operating nut being $12,500 
weekly. 

Business the second night virtual 
capacity, with Saturday’s trade 
strong. Ticket men believe the 
Gordon show will attain success 
rating within a month with the aid 
of favorable word of mouth com- 
ment, 








Gordon’s ‘Waltzes’ 

Gordon is figuring on his next 
musical production, ‘Waltzes From 
Vienna’, the London hit for which 
he holds the American stage rights. 
He doesn’t know when or where he 
can present it in on Broadway. 

It’s said that Gordon is looking 
for a theatre that will fit the for- 
eign musical, 





ELLIOTT’S BONDS UP 


2 Shows Start Rehearsals Immedi- 
ately 








James Elliott’s bond trouble with 
Equity was straightened out last 
week and the producer put two 
shows into work. They were ‘Hot 
Money, by <Aben Kandel, and 
‘Widow in Green,’ by Leah Free- 
man, 

Equity halted Elliott the week be- 
fore when there was some difficulty 
over the ‘Money’ guarantee. Each 
bond is now for $5,000. A provision 
is also believed in force by which 
Elliott will make up on back debts 
on ‘Castles in the Air.’ 

Leo Donnelly is the ‘Money’ lead 
with Claiborne Foster heading the 
‘Widow’ troupe. Bertram Harrison 
is staging the first play. A. H. Van 
Buren is megging the second. 

Both shows will probably open 





simultaneously around Nov. 2 





——— 





Act Charges ‘Shuberts with Wrong 


Discharge, Also Copying—Arhbitration 





M’CLINTIC ACTING 


Until Douglas Arrives and Knows 
Role in ‘Brief Moment’ 








With Robert Douglas, English 
actor, on the ocean en route to New 
York for the lead opposite Fran- 
cine Larrimore in ‘Brief Moment’, 
Guthrie McClintic will play the role 
on the road for the first week or 
two. McClintic is producing. Doug- 
las will step in when up in the part, 
which is expected to be before the 
New York opening. 

Play was scheduled to open in 
Cleveland last night (19). 

McClintic was an actor before 
becoming a stage director. 


Stops New Show When 
New Producer Fails to 


Pay His Equity Dues 


Equity suspended rehearsals of 
‘Wall Between,’ first show that 
Amos Paglia had tried producing, 
when he failed to live up to condi- 
tions laid down by Equity. Prin- 
cipally the manager didn’t pay 
Equity dues for some of the cast as 
is necessary when a waiver is used 
for the troupe instead of the custo- 
mary salary bond. 

Since the show was rehearsing 
over two weeks, it means Paglia 
will be cited for the actors’ wages. 
‘Wall’ was slated to open in Atlan- 
tic City, Oct. 26. 

Equity declares that W. D. Blake, 
who began working on ‘Strike,’ but 
was called to clear up on debts ac- 
quired when ‘Tread the Green 
Grass’ rolled over a few seasons 
ago before starting his new one, 
has apparently pulled a fade out. 
It was hoped to relight the Prin- 
cess with ‘Strike.’ 


Involved Money Splits 
On Chicago ‘Girl Crazy’ 


Chicago Oct. 19. 

Gregory Ratoff has taken a run- 
out on ‘Girl Crazy’ after promoting 
the second company of the show as 
far as the Garrick ‘here. Ratoff 
blew after the show opened here, 
not very invitingly, leaving Benny 
Rubin, Blossom Seeley and Benny 
Fields, Allan Kearns and other 
principals to figure it out them- 
selves. Ratoff is now in New York 
where he’s understood to be going 
into Jed Harris’ new show. 

How much and far the Russian 
impresario got himself messed up 
will probably not be known until the 
final count is taken. Meanwhile no- 
body seems to know who owns the 
show and why. Ratoff originally 
made a deal with Aarons and 
Freedley with the produceré under- 
stood to be in for 20%. Then Nel- 
son Greenhut, an official of the 
American Safety Razor company 
bought in on 10% and Ratoff was 
still short. 

Jack Haskell, who put on the 
dance numbers, came through with 
$2,500, for which he cut in 25% 
worth and tried to pull out his 
bankroll from the box office in Mil- 
waukee where a near riot took place 
when the company stopped him after 
he pocketed $1,250. Haskell went 
back east pronto after that. Re- 
maining out of the show is presum- 
ably in the hands of Ratoff amd his 














primary financial sponsor, Dick 
Morris, race horse owner and 
sportsman around Chicago. It was 


Morris who helped bankroll Rat- 
off in ‘Oh Promise Me,” earlier this 
year. 

With the Shuberts getting a 65-35 
split on the house and Benny Rubin 
working on a percentage deal, Rat- 
off found out too late he had made 
a mistake. It looked like the show 
would have to close last week, but 
the principals decided to stick it 
out. Chorus and some of the prin- 
cipals are covered by an Equity 
bond, with the show hooked up at a 
better than $16,000 weekly clip. At 
that figure, or near, it might be- 
come a cut-rate sticker for a time. 





Legit Options, Too 
Menta Bell has optioned ‘Armi- 
stice,’ by Garrett Fort and Garnett 
Weston, 
Ball as being on the lookout for 
a legit was reported earlier in the 
season, 





Controversy between Shubertg 
and the Ritz Bros., starting over 
billing and featuring given the lat. 
ter in Shubert’s musical ‘Everye 
body's Welcome’ has lead to an ar. 
bitration. It will be held shortly 
and a possible suit following that 
on the act’s Shubert contract. 

Ritzes were recently contracted 
by the Shuberts. When spotted in 
‘Welcome’ it is claimed, according 
to the brothers’ attorneys, Bushel 
& Gotlieb, Shuberts violated the 
contract in the billing and scenes 
allotted the actors. Under the 
agreement when the boys are work.« 
ing in a legit show both parties are 
to be governed by the Equity con- 
tract. With that proviso, Ritzes 
went to Equity, on the Dilling 
question, causing a Shubert burn, 
it is said, leading to the act be. 
ing out when ‘Welcome’ came to 
Broadway. Arbitration will be held 
on whether the boys’ removal was a 
violation of the agreement. 

Contract calls for 20 weeks of 
work in a year. Allowances are 
made for Shuberts when the Ritzeg 
are in another field. 

Out Anyway 

While at the Majestic, Brooklyn, 
phone calls to the brothers said not 
to appear that night at the Ma.- 
jestic. Figuring if adhering to this 
order they could be held for break- 
ing the contract, the boys went any- 
how. Once there, Jake Shubert Is 
reported to have ordered them out 
of the theatre. 

With the Ritzes out of ‘Welcome,’ 
it is alleged part of their act is be- 
ing copied by others in the cast. 
Two named in the copy-act partici- 
pation are Cecil Lean and Jack 
Sheehan. 

Suit, following the arbitration, 
may be brought, state the attorneys, 
for the balance of the contract's 
amount, 


30 PLAYS AND NO HITS 
FOR LATE MRS. BARNEY 


Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 

Death Oct. 12 of Alice Pike Bar- 
ney, 70-year-old producer, removes 
from the coast a pictresque char- 
acter who in the past three years 
dropped nearly $150,000 trying to 
break into stage production. 

Interested in amateur theatricals, 
she established the Theatre Mart, 
where she presented plays of her 
own writing. 
Wishing Well’ and ‘Moon Madness,’ 
both musical, she presented later at 
larger houses, They failed to make 
production expenses. Mrs, Barney 
authored 30 plays which she pre- 
sented at the Theatre Mart. 

Before coming to Los Angeles, 
Mrs. Barney was well known in 
Washington, D. C., society, where 
she was an exponent of classical 
and Oriental dancing. She also was 
one of Ruth St. Denis’ backers. 

Mrs. Barney’s first husband, Al- 
bert Clifford Barney, died in 1925, 
leaving her $5,000,000. Five years 
ago she married Christian Hem- 
mick, 25-year-old artist whom she 
later divorced on grounds of de- 
sertion. 

Recently she established the 
Neighborhood House for settlement 
work in Washington. 


BILL SHAKESPEARE IS 
SPREADING FOR ROAD 


Herman Lewis has a Shake- 
spearean tour booked for the Shake- 
speare Guild out of Los Angeles, 
opening Monday (19) in San Ber- 
nardino, Cal. 

Fritz Leiber and his Bill troup® 
are headed for the southwest. 

The American Shakespearean 
Players play through Iowa and the 
middle west. 

Ben Greet’s Co. is slated for the 
road. 

Ernie Shipman has organized the 
Avon Players to troop out of At- 
lanta. 

In New York the New York Pro- 
ducing Association is getting 
ready to revive ‘Hamlet’ at the 
Broadhurst. Its company’s is headed 
by Raymond Massey, including Ce- 
lia Johnson, Mary Servoss, Colin 

















Kelth-Johnston, Leon Quarter- 
maine, John Daly, David Horne and 
George Carr; staged by Norman 
Bel-Geddes. 
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Paris, -Oct. 8. 
Loaded with French play scripts. | 
Sylvia Lowenthal has gone to New | 


| 
Shown at Home | 
| 


Trade Down 





London, Oct. 19. 
proposal is being urged among 
ghowmen to close down all show 
pusiness until after the general 


elections set for Oct. 27. 


The approach of the general bal- 
joting, on top of the existing de- 
pression and all around money 
ghortage, sent grosses crashing last 
week. Everything dropped off to a 
gerious extent: Hits slipped off to 
only moderate receipts and the plays 
that were breaking even or a little 
petter went heavily into the red. 
More houses will go dark within the 
next few days. 

The libraries have a ‘truce’ clause 
ja their buy agreements and are not 
puying anywhere, being badly burn- 
ed in recent deals. Only exception 
is the six-week arrangement for the 
Drury Lane, the value of which be- 
came manifest the day after 
opening. 

New piece at the Apollo, ‘Always 
Juliet,’ started slowly, but 


ghortly after and looks like a win- | regulations: 


ner. 

The only attraction to show im- 
provement is ‘Turkey Time’ at the 
Aldwych—it started back in May. 
Piece unaccountably spurted up 
from prevailing dull trade this week. 

Even the Coliseum (‘White Horse 
Inn’) and the Alhambra (‘Waltzes 
From Vienna’) sagged. 

Mars. Stand Taxes 

The Society of West End Man- 
agers has advised its members to 
bear the burden of recently in- 
creased taxes instead of passing the 


impost along to the public in the 
time honored manner of all busi- 


ness. 

The state of business in the prov- 
inces is worse than ever, after be- 
ing ghastly for months. Some sug- 
gestion of the theatres’ extremity 
may be gathered from the fact that 
a nine-year lease on the Prince of 
Wales, which is practically in Pic- 
cadilly Circus, was sold Oct. 15 for 
700 pounds ($2,700), although it is 
probably worth 13,000 pounds. Lease 


calls for rental of 7,000 pounds a 
year. 
Despite uncertain weather and 


the Motor Show, which usually at- 
tracts a large crowd from the prov- 
ince, all theatre business has 
dropped badly. Even the biggest 
hits sagged during the past week, 
with no explainable reason. 

This morning (Monday) a fog 
showed up, which will put the lid 
on the current weck. 

Motor show disappointing with 


hotels, usually crowded, doing nor- 
mal trade. 





New Acts at Pal 


London, Oct. 12. 

Newcomers at the Palladium this 
week included Bert Ambron and 
his Mayfair hotel orch., and Bert 
West, assisted by Jane Sels and 
John West. 

Ambron, making his first vaude 
ville appearance, got over splendid- 

- West was a distinct hit, though 
the act was a bit overlong. 


Flashback Meller Liked 


London, Oct. 19. 
‘Sensation,’ new play at the Ly- 
eeum, is a lurid melodrama which 
unfolds through the use of flash- 
Blacks. Idea is sufficiently old to 
seem new in London. 
Pretty much straight hoke, but 


entertaining to the Lyceum audi- 
ence, 


BUCHANAN SHOW TOURS 
London, Oct, 19. 
The Jack-Buchanan show at the 
Hipprodrome, ‘Stand Up and Sing,’ 
‘Closes Nov. 7. 
It will tour the provinces. 





MERSON WELCOMED 
London, Oct. 19. 
Billy Merson staging a return at 
the Paladium after many years’ ab- 
sence, fairly well received. 


Slovak Star a Suicide 
Prague, Oct. 10. 
Viasta Posltova, woman singer of 
oa Slovak National theatre of 
‘Tatislva, poisoned herself. 
She appeared several 
her Company in Prague. 
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contracts 


York to stay six months as the 
American representative of the 


| She is agenting the plays of many 
i of the established authors who have 
Berlin, Oct. 8. hy, jefinite American 
The new detailed regulations re- ! ee c? ee 
_— ~. 2 , Recently she sold ‘Bifur,’ by Gantil- 
sarding the Prussian Theatre emer- | 


Of State Theatre 50°; 


| ’ r4 b 9 ° ,° 
Theatres | "WY PFE PARIS | Calvacade, Cochran's Patriotic 


Pageant, Smash at Drury Lane 








|French Society of dramatic authors. 


connection. 


| 


i 
| 


mene Mieree até fact lon, to Arthur Hopkins and play} 

sency decree are just out. } 

; J out may be on Broadway before it isj| 
The regulations call for an en-|done here although on this year's 


tire cancellation of ‘star’ salaries— 
a fact that will hardly have an ef- 
fect in other places than 
for the provinces do not 
such salaries at all. 


schedule for 
'nasse, 


Berlin, | contin 


AC 


the Theatre Montpar- 


PAYING 
PARENNA 57, 


know of 


Date as a basis taken for regu- 
lation of salaries is Aug. 1, 1930. 


All salaries are to be cut down from! 
those paid at that time, from 20% 
to 50%. Reductions that have ai- 
ready taken place according to 
earlier emergency decrees have to} 


be taken into account, however. | 
| 
Salaries under $75 are not af-| Berlin, Oct. 8&. 
fected. The highest salary paid to | The fight regarding the ‘Parenn’ 
opera singers will be under yearly has reached a new phase. The In- 
\ 


of $6,500 
about $6,000, 


for ‘ternational Association of 
| Show Managers, has decided to re- 


Employ- 


and 


actors 
there are other | Main on the board of the 
ment agency 


For special cases 
special, limited 
tracts, already signed at the 
of the decree, may exceed the limit, 
but with the consent of the Finance 
and Education Minister must be ob- 
tained. |raise the rate to 5%, 

The salary of the Prussian Gen-j|the artists themselves. 
eral Intendent Tietjen is reduced by;the fee amounted to 4% and 
40%, that of theatre Intendant/shared in equal parts by both 
Legal by 20%. Opera guest playing |artists and managers. 
is limited to $150 per night, for| 
plays to $75. 

How far and whether this regu- 
lation—which is far behind the ac-iI. A. L. ‘Internationale Artisten- 
tual happenings here in tinue ree | vote (the employee’s organization), 


con- 
date | servers. 

The dispute over fees, for th¢ 
elimination of which employers wer¢ 


to be borne by 
Up till now 
was 
the 


employment agency for artists, as 


will help theatres to continue re- 


mains to be seen. means a burden for the artists. 





European Runaround 
By Frank Scully 





Abroad, Oct. 9. 
At one Savoy luncheon Messrs. Dreyfus, Wright, Campbell, Connelly, 
Eastman, Hylton and Payne sat down to the tuning forks. 
Two years ago that would have meant a merger. Now, even 
three Rollses parked outside, it merely meant a check-fumbling contest. 


with 





Dizzy Finance 

Only guy who came out even on the sterling skid was an American 
who was caught short on a week-end poker game. He'd tried to change 
some dollars into pounds before leaving town, but had failed as it was 
after banking hours. 

Poker winners staked him, and when later on returning to town he 
bought pounds to square the debt, he found the 20% inflation of cur- 
rency had not only covered his loss nicely but left him a small winner. 





Cheaper to Stay Married 

Picture stars have a tougher time splitting the infinite ‘to marry’ in 
England than anywhere else, with the result that few go into it. Divorce 
overhead kills all publicity yalue of the process. 

During the unsplicing injured party can’t be caught dining with any 
dame, not even his femme. As untying takes months, that amounts to 
a monastic regime for the action-bringer. 

One trouper came home to dinner one night only to find that the 
femme he was divorcing had returned. As she wouldn't leave his house, 
he had to. Staying would have hay-wired his own case. 

He had to put up at a pal’s flat till the courts ruied him a free man. 


Tilleyisms 
Frank Tilley, whose serious moments continue to keep England on 
an even keel, was listening to an organ recita] at a non-RKO picture 
palace. . 
‘Why,’ the ex-critic complained, ‘don't those key-caressers tune up in 
their own time?’ 





Trailer 
Phyllis Nielson-Terry wore an evening Gress at the opening of Ashley 
Duke’s version of ‘Elizabeth von England’ that had a train 45 feet Jong. 
Dress designer's chief fear was the train would take so long to cross 
the stage that the show might fold before the parade was over. 





Hamstringing Hylton 

Among the heavier groaners these days is Jack Hylton, or ‘Jacqueel- 
ton’ as the French call him. He's signed contracts for a Continental 
tour beginning next month, salary to be paid in English money and 
stands to lose if he goes through with his tour. 

As seats will be paid for in francs, marks, liras and so on he’s trying 
to get paid similarly. 

But managers so far no spick anguish 


leaving him with plenty of i 


Winter of Discontent 





For all their plugging to the contrary, BIP no like results of some of 
their prima donnas. 

Result is that Margaret Namara and Seymour Hicks are through as 
as their contracts are, and ditto goes for Alfred Hitchcock who 
Elstree’s ace director in 


soon 
had a grand-a-week long-termer as 
when that was real d’argens. 

Bippo biggies talked Hitch out of 


the days 


that one into another on a picture 


basis. Under this deal he has stilla few left. 
Pals Again 
When Hearst's confidential memos to his m. e. are produced photo- 


statically on the front page of Beaverbrook’s ‘Express’ it means eithel 
pilfering or teamwork. 

As Beavie has assiduously aped Hearst for years, even to the person: l 
editorial splurge and the political for high office, Hearsi's o1 


yen 
io learn from the ‘Express’ rates the last laugh, 


Variety | 


voted for this new regulation which | 


| best of the 


| 
| 


for artists only as ‘ob- | 


|agitating, has now led the board to | 


‘ 


Mistinguette’s in 


at the Casino de Paris, 


+ 


NEW HIT REVUE 


Paris—‘Gencral 
Boulanger’ Stands Good Chance 


Paris. Oct 19 

i 

New Mistinguette revue ‘Paris | 
Qui Brulle’ (‘Shining Paris’) opened | 


old 


is easily the 


Missy's 
stamping-grounds. it 


series produced in a long 


time. | 
Mistinguetitte hogs the billing 
Americans in the show include 
Georgia Graves, Danny and Eddy 
Grace Edwards and the Carlton 
Brothers, all going over on the} 


opening night. 
Jackson girls 


che rus of 
is well liked. 
| 
| 


English 

Ten-tableaux play in verse by 
Maurice Rostand was well produced 
the reno- 
Theatre. | 


Lehman at 
Martin 


by Maurice 
vated Porte 


saint 


Titled ‘General Boulanger,’ it is of | 
the unsuccessful French pronun- 
ciamento in 1886. 


Looks like it will get big business 


LONDON SHOW WORLD | 


Lendon, Oct. &. 


This town has seen some curious | 


| plays the last few weeks. Despite | 
intense theatrical activity, the 
amount of really class stuff is| 


oad | under 
While the managers wanted free | 
| writing is 
is being done in all other lines, the | 


|} out in an attempt to present a mod- 
; ern 
; theme, 


| 


standard. | 
exaniple of muddied 
‘The Glory of the Sun,’ 
by Jevan Brandon-Thomas, current 
at the Fortune. 


Typical 


Yarn rotates around spooks. The 
author plays a lead, 
Young Baldwin's Play 
Oliver Baldwin, Socialist son of 
Stanley Baldwin, made his debut 
as a playwright at the Embassy 
theatre. Titled ‘From the four 


Winds,’ his play is an excellent dra- 
matic conception, poorly worked 
the 12 


version of disciples 


Wine at $10 
value of the 
bad. efect on. London's} 
resorts. The sudden dive in| 
values has killed most of| 
business was left. The | 


Reduced 
having a 
night 
money 
vhat little 


j 
; 
| 
; 
| 
} 
' 
| 


pound is 


’ | 
|leading places alone are making the} 


| grade; the smalier are in the red al}! 


| 
| 





j}and foreign picture producers, argu- 
|ing there are enough in this country, 





| opened 
; When 


; gested 
hi 


round, 

Champagne, through the increased | 
value of the franc, is now around 
$10 a bottle. 

An agent booking an act was in- 
formed, after cabling over for them, 
that he must lend the club $500, 
otherwise the act couldn't open, as 
the club would fold. 

‘Not Evidence’ 

‘Not Evidence,’ by Winifred and 
John Carter, was tried out at the 
‘Q’ theatre last week. It is a dia- 
lect play in three acts, culminating 
in a tense murder trial, but is not 
yet sufficiently worked out to war- 
rant a West Iond hearing. 

Want Chinese Wall 

Association of British Film Direec- 

is raising an official squeal) 


tors is 
with the Labor ministry, protesting 
against the importation of American 


with plenty left over. 

Idea foreigners can’t teach Eng- 
lish directors anything is funny, but 
these semi-official bodies have a 
way of making themselves heard, 

That Sachs Piece 

Polly Walker and Nick Long think 
‘Variety's’ story about their receiv- 
ing money from Joe Sachs without 
playing is very funny but untrue, 

Actually they had a contract with 
the producer to open in ‘Smiles’ in 
London Aug. 15, with contract al- 
lowing fortnigit’s grace. Still un- 

and chances very slight. 
asked for dough, Sachs says 
he is waiting for a new bankroll 


)}ond only 


}and John Van Druten, 


;Once in a 


Cochran has anno 


London, Oct. 19. 
‘Cavalcade,’ historical pageant 0 
England over the past 30 years, 
written and stagen by Noel Coward 
for C. B. Cochran, is a tremendous 
success at the Drury Lane, 
Production was greeted with a 
remarkable reception and overnight 


, * 
a 


became a topic of conversation sec- 
to the forthcoming general 


| elections. 


The 


a deal for 


clos¢ a 
run 


immediately 
and a 


office the morn- 


libraries 
Six weeks 
started at the 


ing followir 


box 


ig the premiere. 


The performance is a great per- 
sonal acting triumph for Mary 
Clare. Piece has small vatue for 


America. 
‘Hollywood Holiday’ 

‘Hellywood Holiday,’ by Benn Levy 
opened at the 
is said 
Lifetime.’ 
it was sent ina 
the George S. 


New theatre. It to resemble 
that 
for stall 
pie ce 


inced he will pro- 


Story is 
hurry to 


Kaufman which 


duce here, 

Alan 
Mail,’ who saw the Kaufman piece 
in New York, declares the New the- 
atre play is inferior to it. Play 
probably will fail. It . 


Parsons, critic of the ‘Daily 


starts amus- 


jingly enough, but interest fades as 
? o 


7 
5A Ci) Da 


the action progresses for 
motivation. 
‘Always Juliet’ 

‘There’s Always Juliet,” comedy 
involving a cast of four pe ople and 
played in one set, by John Van Dru- 
ten, was disclosed Oct. 12 at 
Apollo to a fair reception. 
| Piece is almost plotless but never- 
| theless amusing and was generally 
\liked. It will enjoy some measure 
| of success, partly due to the pres- 
;ence in the cast of Herbert Marshall 
and Edna Best, featured. 


DUCE CALLS AUTHOR 


tne 


| Sends for Drinkwater and Dictator’s 


Play 


London, Oct. 19. 
On cabled advice from Rome, John 
Drinkwater is leaving for Italy car- 


rying with him his translation of 
Mussolini's play called ‘Campo de 
Maggio,’ which has been the sub- 


ject of controversy in New York. 

Summons of the English dramatist 
came from Mussolini himself to 
Henry Sherek, the agent. 





Salary Cut for ‘Wiser’ 


London, Oct. 19. 
Salary cuts have been accepted 
all down the line by the ‘Folly to be 
Wiser’ company. 
It’s a second version of ‘’Tis Folly 
to be Wise.’ 


Malone-Tearle Divorce 


London, Qct. 19. 
Mary Malone has filed a divorce 
petition against Godfrey Tearle. 
Tearle is one of the best known 
actors over here, 
‘SALOME’ FOLDS 
London, Oct. 19. 
‘Salome’ closed at the Savoy 
Saturday (17). It lasted a fortnight. 


Piece followed a revival of ‘The 
Silver Box,’ also short-lived. 


GRACIE FIELDS’ REVUE 


London, Oct. 19. 
Gracie Fields opens in the revue 
which will occupy the Winter Gar- 
den at Christmas. 








Dora Maughan at Sq. 
London, Oct. 19 
Dora Maughan (American) opens 








Willie Edelsten is responsible for 
the players coming over, and they 
now reckon he should have scen the 
situation and obtained Equity con- 
tracts and return fares for them.} 
Nick Long came over with $2,000, of 
Which he has spent $1,600, 


Lowe’s Reason? 
The 
from 


look 


Edmund Lowes slipped away | 

everybody who was trying to} 
them up in London and stayed 
in Ivor Novello’s flat in Aldwych, 
after the legmen had run around 
every hotel in the place. 

Inside tip-off why Lowe is over 
here is stated to be due to a French 
film made by Paul Zsinner having 

me out particularly well in the 
ting room 
£sinner is anxiou 


¢ 
if 
rsion in Paris 


CO} 
cul 
Than al 


providing 
American outlet. He}! 
Lowe to play in it and sug-| 
L@me iry to sell the picture | 


english ve 


] 
he can get on 
catmed 


n the 


Stites, i 


at the Leicester Square theatre Oct. 
26 for a week. 
She'll head 


the bill inaugurating 


a new policy of Monday changes. 
Shows have been changing on Fri- 
day. 
Stops Doubling 
Paris, Oct. 19. 

Louis Lemarchand, production 
head of the Follies Bergere, has 
given up his side job of producing 


the stage shows for the Olympia 
(pictures). 

For the time being he'll content 
himself with the Folies. 


‘Take-a-Chance’ Off 
London, Oct. 19. 
‘Take a Chance’ folded at the 
Whitehall Saturday (17). 
It had a three-month run. 
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9 Sets of Tickets for One Show 
on $6 for ‘Electra’ 
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Saves $1.20 


The Theatre Guild has worked out 
a plan concerning the tickets for 
Eugene O’Neil’s ‘Mourning Be- 
comes Electra’ opening at the Guild, 
New York, next month. There will 
be six performances weekly, start- 
ing daily at 5 p.m. The presenta- 
tion will be in two parts, a dinner 
intermission to be from 7 to 8:15. 

Tickets for each part are priced 
at $3, the cost for viewing the whole 
play being $6 per person, Under 
the present admissions tax law, the 
tax applies on all theatre tickets 
priced over $3. The Guild has de- 
signed each part of ‘Electra’ a sepa- 
rate performance. By selling tickets 
for each, there is a saving of $1.20 
to patrons on each double pair of 
tickets. Were tickets calling for 
both parts sold they would have 
to be priced $6.60. 








‘Virgin’ for 7 Days 





Detroit, Oct. 19. 

Closing of Shuberts’ ‘Modern Vir- 
gin’ at the Lafayette Saturday 
(10) is understood to have been a 
sharp managerial disappointment. 
Four weeks were held possible for 
the play instead of its seven-day 
stretch, 

After a weak opening the two for 
ones were rushed into service, but 
didn’t help. 

‘Virgin’ biz reported not so hot 
in its road stops before Detroit. 


10-20-30 Musical Stock 


Louisville, Oct. 19. 

J. W. Myers Co. has rented the 
Walnut and Lyric theatres here for 
five years. 

The Myers company operates in 
St. Louis, Indianapolis, Memphis 
and Oklahoma. 

It intends to play musical stock, 
two-a-day, at the Walnut at 10-20- 
30c. Lyric will be a colored tab 
show house. Rentals are $8,000 year 
for Walnut, $6,000 year for Lyric. 

Jessie Phillips has been engaged 
as producer. Musical principals are 
James Glasgow, Forrest Lewis, Dell 
Delmar, Norman Lloyd, Mrs. Lloyd, 
Ellen Coleman and Mrs. Glasgow. 











Another Co.Op Revue 


San Francisco, Oct, 19. 

Encouraged by the success of the 
co-op ‘Nine o’Clock Revue’ at the 
Geary, Sid Goldtree wants a simi- 
lar show for his hot-spot Green 
Street theatre, upstairs Bohemian 
nabe house and the birthplace of 
‘Easy For Zee Zee,’ as well as the 
hangout for the police censor 

squad. 

Goldtree is reported as having in- 
terviewed some of the ‘Nine o’Clock’ 
cast for his production. 

Currently Goldtree and Dick Wil- 
bur are staging ‘Lost Sheep’ at the 
Fulton in Oakland and doing quite 
well, 





Coast Legit Activity 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Charles Murray, screen comic, is 
penciled for the Hollywood Play- 
house in ‘One Wild Night’ to follow 
‘Alias the Deacon.’ If it doesn’t go 
through, the author, Fred Chaplin, 
will produce it elsewhere, 

Return of the ‘Nine o’Clock Re- 
vue’ for another two weeks in Hol- 
lywood hinges on whether Homer 
Curran succeeds in holding it an- 
other week at the Geary, San Fran- 
cisco. 

The Alcazar, San Francisco, dark 
for a month, reopened tonight (19) 
with Leo Carillo in ‘The Broken 
Wing.’ 





Fiske Seeks Backer 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 19. 

Robert Fiske, with the Sharp 
stock company at the Pitt here for 
years, is reported seeking local 
hacking for a repertory troupe of 
his own at the Pitt. It’s apparent 
that Sharp won't return this season, 
and with the Pitt closed, Fiske is 
trying it on his own. 
Last summer, Fiske tried travel- 
ing stock in three nearby cities, 





CUMULATIVE STORY 


Now Has Near All 
Critics Behind 





Revival Met 





Two more newspaper fellows are 
enlisted in the cause of reviving 
‘Little Lost Sister,’ the 1913 hit. The 
additional brotherhood members are 
John Anderson, drama critic of the 
New York ‘Evening Journal’ and 
Howard Barnes of the ‘Herald 
Tribune.’ 

According to one spokesman of 
the group, ‘Sister’ won't be done 
until Jan. It’s because of some re- 
writing that’s been found necessary. 
It’s also said trouble has. been en- 
countered on the revish, with Ed- 
ward E. Rose, the original writer 
not willing to handle it. Charles 
Washburn is expected to pinch hit 
in his place. 

‘Sister’ will be mainly produced 
by Raymond Moore. The writer- 
producers are supposed to have had 
verbal okays from Dorothy Gish and 
Muriel Kirkland to play the leads. 
Washburn, Whitney -Bolton, Dick 
Watts and Mark Barron are the 
original instigators of the plot. 
Rose, who wrote it at the beginning 
is. now in Fremont, Wisc. Still 
maintained it is all on the up and 


Cuts for ‘Nikki’ 


Coincidental with moving ‘Nikki’ 
to the George M. Cohan yesterday 
(Monday), Harrison Hall, Inc., pro- 
ducing, is said to have instituted a 
cast cut of 25%. Additionally re- 
ported several minor notices were 
handed out, to lessen the payroll. 

Fay Wray, featured in ‘Nikki,’ is 
declared to receive $1,500 weekly. 
Miss Wray’s husband, John Monk 
Saunders, who wrote the show, is 
said te be interested in backing it. 


L. A. Theatres’ Holding. 
Co. Takes Receivership 


Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 

Los Angeles Biltmore Amusement 
Corp., operating the Biltmore and 
Mason theatre properties, has had 
a friendly receivership declared of 
Properties -Holding Corp., a realty 
outfit that holds $126,000 in the 
Biltmore company’s stock. 

Properties Holding holds parcels 
of land valued in depreciation at 
$888,875 and* other assets making a 
total of $1,227,790. Firm's liabili- 
ties are only $623,000 but threat- 
ened foreclosures on some of its 
properties caused the protective 
action by the L. A. Biltmore, of 
which Joe Toplitzky is president. 














Opera Guarantors Sued 


Memphis, Oct. 19. 

A suit was filed by the Chicago 
Civic Opera Co. against the Memphis 
Hotel Co. for $1,000. The Chicago 
company claims the amount as the 
share the hotel agreed to pay on 
any deficit incurred by the opera 
here. 

According to the company’s suit 
there were 29 individuals who 
guaranteed expenses of the presen- 
tations here. It is set up that the 
performances cost $45,000. Only 
$14,747 was realized at three presen- 
tations. Some of the guarantors 
have failed to pay and the suit isa 
test case. 


Claudia Dell’s Try 


Claudia Dell will arrive in New 
York early this week as a prospec- 
tive member of the new Sam Har- 
ris-Irving Berlin-Moss Hart musi- 
cal. 

Although Miss Dell is under con- 
tract to Radio Pictures she received 
permission from the studio to come 
east on the possibility of obtaining 
this ingenue role. Jack Whiting 
has been cast as the juvenile in this 
show, with Dorothy Stone also men- 
tioned for the femme lead. 

Miss Dell is originally from mu- 
sical comedy. 








Rand Stays On 
Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 
Coming out here to stage the 
dances in the coast company of 
‘Girl Crazy,’ George Rand will re- 
main here to do the same thing for 
the film version at Radio. 
Rand is on the Aarons & Freed- 
ly payroll to reproduce London, Chi- 
cago and coast productions of that 





working under a rotating plan, but 
folded in quick order 


firm's musicals, 





ORCHESTRA OF 30 


Largest Yet for Drama—Playing 
For ‘Nigger’ 








Largest orchestra to be assembled 
for a drama will be connected with 
‘Prancing Nigger.’ Albert Johnson, 
young scenic designer, will produce 
it in December probably around 
Xmas. Orch will have 30 members, 
conducted along symphonic lines 
and placed at the rear of the stage, 
instead of the customary pit. 


‘Nigger’ has been adapted by 
Elizabeth England from a novel by 
Ronald Firbanks. Cast, which | 
Nina Mae McKinney will lead, 


numbers around 30, but has 50 ex- 


tras. Johnson, in addition to de- | 
signing ‘Nigger’s’ six sets, will} 
stage it. 





$4,000 FOR BRADY TO 
CANCEL ROAD ‘FINAL’ 


Boston, Oct. 19. 

‘Five Star Final,’ which opened 
here 10 days ago will be withdrawn 
Saturday. Bookings for Philadel- 
phia and Chicago have been can- 
celled by W. A. Brady, who has 
the road rights to the Woods’ pro- 
duced drama, Business light. 

The closing was arranged by 
Warner Brothers, who made the 
film version of the play, and Brady, 
the latter accepting $4,000 as con- 
sideration for pushing ahead the 
release date here and the other 
two key stands. Original arrange- 





advertising of the picture in the 


three cities until Feb. 1, 1932. 


McKaig’s 4 Plays 


Making it the fourth show he has 
bought for this season and the sec- 
ond producer to have the play, Alex- 
ander McKaig has ‘The Perfect 
Crime,’ by Edward Childs Carpenter 
and Lawrence Gross. Carpenter is 
president of the Dramatists Guild. 
William Harris, Jr., held ‘Crime’ 
prior to McKaig. Latter has op- 
tions on ‘The Merry Go Round,’ 
‘Achilles Had a Heel,’ and ‘Delilah 
and the Bald Man.’ ‘Crime’ is ex- 
pected in as his first. 


PORTLAND STOCK 
Portiand, Me., Oct. 19. 

Jean May has been engaged as 
leading woman of the Playhouse 
Players, which opens for the season 
this evening (19). 

The Playhouse was formerly the 
Elm Theatre with a capacity of 
about 500. It has been remodeled 
into an intimate theatre with good 
financial backing. 

Butler Hixon is leading man and 
others are Kathryn Meskyl, Walter 
Vaughan, Albert Hickey, William 
Evarts, Albert Willard Smith, for- 
merly of Jefferson Players, is di- 
rector. 














Healy’s Coast Operas 
San Francisco, Oct. 19. 
Frank Healy’s light opera produc- 
tions get under way at the Geary, 
Nov. 2 when ‘Maytime’ opens with 
Fred Scott and Audrey Farncroft. 
These Healy productions have 
been on the fire for months. 


PEOPLE’S, NEW YORK 


(Continued from Page 85) 


in late and looked sheepish, prob- 
ably down for a thrill but by ac- 
cident. They could have done bet- 
ter uptown. 

Comedians for once don't take 
second money in a modern bur- 
lesque show. Here the principal 
women, excepting one, are equally 
poor. Not the semblance of a looker 
and all the strips went by the 
boards. Besides no rise for the 
women, excepting one agair, there 
wasn’t a good laugh drawn by the 
two comics all evening. 

Margie Pinetti is the only one 
billed and she’s the exception. She 
doesn't get into the looker class 
either, but what she knows about 
burlesque and burleycue psychology 
gives her an edge. Miss Pinetti’s 
solo under the finale is a combina- 
tion strip and cooch into which the 
old and new styles for burlesque 
principal women are incorporated. 

There are three other women, two 
stripping and one singing. Latter 
is a stout blonde whose specialty is 
blues and who has a face that 
would get her out of burlesque had 
she a better idea. Four men com- 
prise two comics, bum and hebe; 
straight and hoofing juve. 

Line of 12 girls on the runway 
and stage were tough on two sets 
of costumes used for three or four 
repeats each, and below par on ap- 
pearance, but the hardest working 
bunch of girls caught in a turk so 
far this season. At least they all 








tried Bige. 
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Concerts 
By Sallie 





Keeping ‘Register’ Out 





Erlanger’s has called in Edward 
MacGregor to doctor ‘Social Reg- 
ister,’ the Lenore Ulric show. Re- 
ported that instead of coming in 
next week the piece may be routed 
te Baltimere and Washington for 
two additional weeks. 

Play was written by John Emer- 
son and Anita Loos. 


1 Show Out 


There are several possible clos- 
ings this week but the only an- 
nounced withdrawal is ‘He’ at the 
Guild. The show is in its fifth week. 

The Theatre Guild's subscription 
period has been six weeks hereto- 
fore and the withdrawal indicates 
all subscribers have been already 
allotted tickets. ‘He’ drew adverse 
opinions and got little business be- 
yond that of subscribers. 


Gerhold Davis Bankrupt 


Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 
Gerhold. Davis, builder of the 
Mayan and Belasco theatres, has 
filed a petition in bankruptcy with 




















ment restricted the exhibition and je bilities stated to be $221,000 and 


no assets. 

Included in the obligations are 
$5,000 due E. L. Doheny, who 
backed the theatre projects; $30,000 
to the estate of E. L. Doheny, Jr.; 
$20,000 to C. B. Dillingham for roy- 
aities, $11,000 to Homer Curran on 
a note, $30,000 to Petroleum Securi- 
ties Co., and smaller miscellaneous 
items. 


Modiste Sues. Ziegfeld 


Suit to collect $5,450 for gowns 
purchased by Florenz Ziegfeld has 
been instituted by Hattie Carnegie, 
Ine, dress shop. Notice was served 
on Ziegfeld’s secretary under a court 
order allowing substitution. 

Proxys service became necessary, 
according to Evens and Woods, at- 
torneys for the modiste, after three 
process servers failed to locate 
Ziegfeld personally. 

It is charged that several gowns 
were purchased for Billie Burke 
(Mrs, Ziegfeld) and Marillyn Miller. 

Producer has until Oct. 30 to an- 
swer the notice. 








Murat Relights 


Indianapolis, Oct. 19. 


Roltare Eggleston and Horace 
Mitchell will reopen the Murat, legit 
house, which has been dark for two 
years. The theatre was closed by 
the Mystic Shrine oh expiration of 
a ten-year lease held by the Shu- 
berts. 

Eggleston formerly managed the 
now dark B, F. Keith's house, after 
starting his career as a magician. 
Later he managed house in Atlanta, 
Ga., and still later returned as man- 
ager of English’s. Mitchell left the 
legit stage in 1922, to manage stage 
productions for the Mystic Shrine. 





BARRYMORE AT BARGAIN 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 19. 


Ethel Barrymore's ‘School for 
Scandal,’ originally booked for the 
Alvin this week, arrives here instead 
of Nov. 16, and will be sponsored by 
the Professional Players, although 
it’s not a regular subscription play. 

Arrangement with the Shubert- 
backed subscribers is that they will 
be permitted to buy tickets at the 
regular subscription price, $1 less 
on orchestra seats than box-office 
scale. 





No. 2 ‘Grand Hotel’ 

A No. 2 ‘Grand Hotel’ is in the 
wind and will likely open in about 
two months. 

Either Eugenie Leontovich's pres- 
ent understudy in New York or 
Elena Miramova may get the lead 
role. Miss Miramova is presently in 
‘Hotel’ in London. 





Harrisburg Stock 
Harrisburg, Oct. 19. 
Stock at the Majestic opened to- 
day with ‘Apron Strings.’ 
Jay Barnes is producing. George 
Schuite is interested financially. 


> 





Agna Enters, a girl who has made 
some strides with her interpretative, 
creative character dancing, opened 
the season at the Morosco. Her pro. 
Sram contained eight new numbers, 
a few not so well selected, and in qa 
sense bordering on her well-known 
burlesque type. These could be 
called anything but dancing. 

Her tussian, first time 
shows splendid muscle contro] and 
strength, and the dressing of this 
an eye feast. A bouffant of rose 
taffeta, bordered in gold with a 
draped cape effect of French blue, 
with a high scooped Russian hat of 
silver. The Societe Anonyme. 
Modern-Grego-Roman art gives evi- 
dence of considerable study of that 
period. Miss Enters wears a me- 
dieval costume of black velvet with 
gold bands encircling the puffed 
sleeves and an underdress of green 
and gold brocade. 

This Amazonian and modernistic 
type of dancing appears to be an 
outcome of the times, but it lacks 
beauty and no way compares 
with the grace of the Greek and 
ballet form of daneing, and it prob- 
ably will not be as long lived. 

Mme. Gatti Cazaza was noticed 
in the audience with the premiere 
danseuse of the Metropolitan, 

A fair house, 


Rabinoff’s First 


Ikon, 


gram in his first recital at. C: rnegie 
Hall, opening with Brahm’'s Sonata 
in G Major. In it he showed less 
skill than in the Eugene Ysaye's 
Sonata for violin alone, as well as 
the Wieniawski’s Concerto in D 
Minor, both played brilliantly. 

Friendly audience and many re- 
calls. 


Colorful Impersonations 

Isadora Newman gave a unique 
recital of interpretations and char- 
acterizations of Negro songs in 
English and French in the small 
Barbizon-Plaza hall. That hall, by 
the way, is badly ventilated. 

Miss Newman is colorful and ar- 
tistic. She entered from the stage 
door in a mammy outfit of bright 
red blouse, gingham skirt and ban- 
dana for a headdress, singing her 
English group convincingly. In her 
French songs she appears in a black 
sateen dress, with kerchief of white, 
as well as apron, and a white cap 
with ruffles of pink. 

Leah Russell, accompanist, did the 
music for three of her poems, Miss 
Newman has just returned from 
Vienna, where she gave a recital. 

A full hall. 





Entertaining Frenchmen 

Jean Wiener and Clement Dotie 
cet, French, were in a_ breezy, 
snappy two-piano recital at Town 
Hall, their first in America. 

At all times the true balance 
that is essential in this type of 
playing was not always perfect. 
Mr. Doucet, with his nonchalant 
style, almost appeared the accome 
panist of Mr. Wiener. 

But for real entertainment and 
mostly in syncopated style, these 
two artists captivated the audience. 
They took the edge off the usual 
drabness of piano recitals. These 
artists — considering 
rhythm, pedalling—can be classed 
among the best. 


Protest Goetz Title 


Another complication in E. Ray 
Goetz’ proposed production of a muse 
sical to be called ‘Star Dust’ is in@ 
warning sent him by an agent, also 
the publisher of ‘Star Dust,’ the song. 

Goetz may change the name of his 
show. 











‘Steel’ for Senge 


John Wexiey, author of ‘The Last 
Mile,’ is back from Europe with the 
script of a new play ‘Steel.’ Richard 
Geist, Inc., a new producing combo, 
has it for production about Thanks- 
giving. 

Play has to do with the life of 
men in factories. 





Frank Gazzolo Back 
Chicago, Oct. 21. 
Another old-time showman is 
feeling the urge of the show bus! 
ness revival. Frank Gazzolo. who 
two years ago closed up his Kedzie 
and said he was quitting the jo 
forever, is back in the loop, and 
reported ready to return to harness. 
Said to be angling for @ 100P 
theatre for a dramatic stock polic¥- 
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11 Dark Houses on 


Bway with No 


Spurt Expected Before New Year's 





Despite the promise earlier of an 
yeally active autumn on Broad- 
way, the going is running far be- 
pind last season in producing, 
which also applies to absence of any 
ew dramatic successes, 

4 There are 27 dark houses not 
gounting two little theatres, but in- 
eluding several rarely tenanted. 
Current are 32 shows, as against 44 
jast season at this time. Omitted 
are three houses committed to bur- 
=r on appreciable proportion of 
the new shows are not expected to 
Jast, the dark spaces are likely to 
remain that way for some time. The 
yntenanted theatres include some of 
the best known. Indications are the 
geason will not approximate full 
stride until New Year’s, if then. 

No Smashes 

Last week’s new shows divulged 
nothing like a smash, although ‘The 
Cat and the Fiddle’ is likely to be 
a winner at the Globe. Difference 
of opinion may retard the show for 
a time, but good business after the 
premiere indicated promise. ‘Every- 
body’s Welcome’ at the Shubert did 
well, grossing about $17,000 the first 
week. The $3 top probably helped. 
sean Harvest’ got $8,000 in seven 
performances at the Forrest, the 
English piece also getting divided 
notices; ‘Church Mouse’ may do 
something at the Playhouse after 
a first week of over $7,500; “Two 
Seconds’ at the Ritz got about $6,- 
000. ‘Payment Deferred,’ another 
English drama, picked up at the Ly- 
ceum, getting around $9,000; ‘Good 
Companions’ eased off to about $12,- 
000. 

Next week's listed premieres: 
Mourning Becomes Electra,’ Guild; 
fast Wind,’ Manhattan; ‘Here Goes 
the Bride,’ Chanin’s 46th Street; 
‘Bush Patrole,’ Harris. Only stated 
closing this week is the Guild’s ‘He’ 


‘After Tomorrow,’ John Golden 
(9th week) (CD-900-$3). Holds 
around $6,000 mark, which is hardly 
strong enough; ‘Caught Wet’ prob- 
able successor soon. 

‘Cat and the Fiddle,’ Globe (2d 
week) (O-1,416-$4.40). Difference of 
opinion, hut indications favorable; 
business after Thursday (15) pre- 
miere very good. 

‘Chauve-Souris,’ Ambassador (1st 
week) (R-1,200-$4.40). Presented by 
Morris Gest, with Nikita Balieff 
gain the m. c.; Russian revue, with 
all new numbers, scored abroad; 
opens Thursday (22). 

‘Church Mouse,’ Playhouse (2d 
week) (CD-984-$3). First nighters 
divided in opinion; fair indications 
first week, with gross approximating 
$8,000, 

‘Cloudy With Showers,’ Morosco 
(8th week) (C-893-$3). Not ex- 
ceptional but farce making some 
Money with grosses over $8,000. 

‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ Shubert 
(2d week) (M-1,395-$3). Moderate 
priced musical drew rather good 
starting trade; first seven times es- 
timated around $17,600. 

‘Follies,’ Ziegfeld (17th week) (R- 
1,622-$5.50). Among best things on 
Broadway; improved somewhat last 
week, with gross quoted over $36,000. 

‘Grand Hotel,’ National (5th week) 
(D-1,164-$4.40). Stays on top of 
non-musicals, nothing new ap- 
proaching it; again got $23,000. 

‘He,’ Guild (5th week) (D-914-$3). 
Final week; just for subscribers; 
takings about $11,000; O’Neil’s long 
Play due here next week. 

‘lf | Were You,’ Comedy (ith 
week) (C-682-$3). Getting very lit- 
ue trade but operating cost is low; 
Maurice Schwartz readying another 
Play, ‘Bloody Laughter.’ 

‘Here Goes the Bride,’ Chanin’s 
46th St. Premiere postponed until 
next week (27); good reports from 
road. 

‘House of Connelly,’ Beck (4th 
week) (D-1,189-$2.50). Moves to an- 
Other house after next: week; busi- 
ness holds to real figures; $15,000 
and should make successful show- 
ne, 

‘Ladies of Creation,’ Cort (ith 
Week) (C-1,048-$3). Trade holds to 
an approximate $6,000 pace; im- 
Proved but not as much as ex- 
pected. 

‘Lean Harvest,’ Forrest (2nd week) 
(CD-1,015-$3). Notices for English 
drama only fair and starting pace 
not so hot; $8,000 claimed in first 
seven performances. 

‘Left Bank,’ Little (3rd week) (D- 
530-$3). Among the best of the 
more recent entrants; takings 
“round $8,000 good in this house. 

‘Nikki,’ Cohan (4th week) (M-1,- 
400-$3), Suddenly moved here from 
Longacre: dropped admission top 
from $4.40; $7,000, weak for a mu- 
8ical, 

‘Payment Deferred,’ Lyceum (4th 
Week) (D-957-$3). Improved and in- 
dications for English drama are fa- 
Vorable if not to exceptional money; 
Over $9.000 last week. 

‘Scandals,’ Apollo (6th week) (R- 
1-168-$5.50). Extra matinee added 
last week (Columbus Dav) which 





Sent gross over $43,000; has been 
Capacity, 

~ Singin’ the Blues,’ Liberty (6th | 
eek) (D-1,202-$3). sig Saturday | 
Rights; mystery why this good col-! 


ored show has not improved; $11,000 
claimed. 


‘The Band Wagon,’ New Amster- 
dam (2ist week) (R-1,423-$5.50). 
Moved up with takings bettering 
$41,000; class of the musicals and 
should go through season. 


‘The Breadwinner,’? Booth (5th 
week) (D-708-$3.85). An imported 
comedy which has not fared as well 
as expected; has been paced around 
$7,000. 

‘The Constant Sinner,’ Royale (6th 
week) (CD-1,118-$3). Slipped after 
first weeks and indicated gross is 
under $10,000; agency buy helped. 

‘The Good Companions,’ 44th St. 
(4th week) (CD-1,323-$3). Opening 
business not exceptional; eased off 
somewhat last week; bit over $12,- 
000 indicated. 

‘The Guest Room,’ Biltmore (34 
week) (C-1,000-$3). Getting noth- 
ing and liable to stop this week; 
rated under $2,500. 

‘The Sex Fable,’ Henry Miller's 
(Ist week) (C-946-$3.85). Presented 
by Gilbert Miller; Parisian comedy 
brings Mrs. Patrick Campbell back; 
opens tonight (20). 


‘The Social Register,’ Fulton. 
Premiere set back; opening next 
week, 

‘Two Seconds,’ Ritz (3d week) 
(D-945-$3). Melodrama’s chances 
appear in doubt; used cut rates 


after opening; $6,000 first full week. 

‘Vanities,’ Earl Carroll (9th week) 
(R-3,000-$3). After having eased 
off principally at matinees (4) last 
week improved $3,500 and gross was 
nearly $64.000; 10 performances; 
tops all. 

‘Wonder Boy,’ Alvin (ist week) 
(CD-1,387-$3.85). Presented by Jed 
Harris; written by Edward Choaro- 


dov and Arthur Barton; opens 
Thursday (22). 

Other Attractions 
‘The Roof,’ Hopkins; a Gals- 


worthy, play presented by Charles 
Hopkins; opens Saturday (24). 


‘No More. Frontier,’ Province- 
town; written by Talbot Jennings; 


opens Wednesday (21). 

‘The Unknown Warrior,’ Morosco; 
written by Paul Raynal; special 
matinees starting Thursday (22). 


‘The Pirates of Penzance,’ Er- 
langer’s;: revival. 

‘Streets of New York,’ 48th 
Street; revival. 


‘The Father,’ 49th Street; revival. 
‘Melo,’ Maxine Elliott’s; repeat 
date, started Monday. 


MOONEY PLAY FAILS TO 
INTEREST GEN PUBLIC 


San Francisco, Oct. 19. 

‘Precedent’ and ‘Nine o’Clock Re- 
vue’ had the town to themselves 
while the Columbia and Alcazar are 
dark, but ‘Nine o’Clock was the only 
one to gain by it. ‘Precedent’ dis- 
appointed at the Curran, record biz 
being Jooked for when this piece otf 
Tom Mooney propaganda hit this 
town, where all the Mooney trouble 
started and still continues. Plenty 
of fireworks each night, but not 
enough customers to call the show a 
hit. Not taking with the average 
theatregoing public. 

With the spurt in business ‘Nine 
o' Clock’ was anxious to hold over, 
but two weeks of hinterland book- 
ings before returning to Los Angeles 
prevented that. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Precedent,’ Curran (ist week) (D- 
1,700; $2.50)—A lot of noise from 
Mooney backers, but not much busi- 
ness from anybody, with $9,500 only 
fair for first week. ‘Tonight or 
Never’ opens Oct. 26. 

‘Nine o’Clock Revue,’ Geary (4th 
week) (C-1,600; $2.50) —Skimming 
along neatly and could have stayed 
longer, but other bookings prohib- 
ited. Okay at $8,800. Light opera, 
‘Maytime,’ next. 


PITTSBURGH'S FIGURES 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 19. 
With both subscription plans, Pro- 
fessional Players at the Alvin and 
Theatre Guild at the Nixon, unhap- 
pily pitted against each other last 
week, legit takings, while not ex- 
actly off, were considerably below 

expectations. i 
Guild had the better of it with 
the Lunt-Fontanne draw and ac- 
ceunted for fairly presentable $16,- 
000 with ‘Reunion in Vienna.’ Not 

up to usual business of this pair. 
Subscription backing probably 
saved ‘Mrs. Moonlight’ at Alvin 
from a too severe dive, although 
cricks went into ecstasies over the 








play. Maybe $9,500, but it’s doubt- 
ful, with no cast names to bring 
‘em in and piece considered too 


artistic for popular appeal. 

Nixon currently has the Bainter- 
Hampden ‘Admirable Crichton,’ with 
‘Meet My Sister’ at Alvin. No book- 
ings in sight for either site next 
week, but ‘Mikado’ at Alvin and 
‘Vanities’ at Nixon to follow. 





LEGIT ESTIMATE SYMBOLS 


R—yevue; M—amusical com- 
edy; D—drama; C—comedy: 
CD—comedy drama; F—farce; 
O—operetia. Capacities and 
top prices also indicated. 


Private Lives 


$18,000, Philly 
Bright Spot 


Philadelphia, Oct. 19. 

Still dismal last week but at least 
a few encouraging factors. 

The most notable of these was the 
remarkable spurt of ‘Private Lives’ 
at the Broad. This Selwyn produc- 
tion of Noel Coward’s comedy drew 
most of the first-string critics 
and received rave notices, but it had 
to combat the subscription offerings 
of both Professional Players and 
Theatre Guild, which had the bulk 
of their money already in the box 
office. Picked up steadily through- 
out the week. 

Starting Monday (12), however, 
the Coward comedy hit a fast stride. 
Friday and Saturday nights were 
capacity. The attraction could have 
stayed another - fortnight, bank 
erashes or no bank crashes. 

Both Pro Players and Guild offer- 
ings also got by the slump period 
creditably. The former, being sold 
out to the Philadelphia Forum on 
Monday and Tuesday nights for 
‘The House Beautiful’ jumped over 
the first week, while ‘As Husbands 
Go,’ under Guild auspices, got 
slightly less than that in its second 
and last week at the Garrick. 

Other favorable signs were for 
plays yet to come. The other cur- 
rent attractions were at low ebb. 
Joe Cook’s ‘Fine and Dandy,’ which 
might have gone out with some 
profit in a fortnight’s etay at the 
Erlanger, fell under $12,000 in its 
third week. 

‘Meet My Sister’ was a failure in 
its two weeks’ stay here, despite 
some good notices. Second week at 
the Forrest was around $5,000, bad 
for a musical. ‘Princess Charming,’ 
which closed Saturday night at the 
Shubert after a fortnight’s visit, was 
only a little better. 

‘A Golden Cinderella,’ try-out 
comedy with Grace George, brought 
into the Walnut for a single week, 
reported around $6,000, which may 
be high. The star’s name and a fair 
start counted. 

Advance sales for both Shake- 
spearean companies this week are 
encouraging. Stratford-Upon-Avon 
company scored a big hit here two 
years ago and their two weeks’ stay 
at the Broad, starting today (19) 
figures as profitable despite depres- 
sion. The Norman Bel Geddes pro- 
duction of ‘Hamlet,’ at the Walnut, 
which has many radical features, 
also looks’ promising. Tuesday 
night opening has been reported as 
selling out, although this seems 
amazing for Philly this fall. 

There is a steady and strong mail 
order sale for the Milton Aborn 
Gilbert and Sullivan company com- 
ing to the Erlanger Nov. 2. Unusual 
support from local critics and the 
reputation of the Ames’ organiza- 
tion which did four big weeks here 
two years ago, plus the fact that 
Philly is a corking G and S$ town 
probably account for advance inter- 
est. Eight weeks hoped for, with 
even a chance for a permanent or- 
ganization here, paralleling the New 
York Aborn group.” The Shuberts 
also report good advance response 
for the single week’s engagement of 
‘The Mikado’ at the Forrest, start- 
ing next. Monday. Name of Schu- 
mann Heink is figured as magnet. 

The Locust Street theatre, for- 
merly Fox-Locust, movie house off- 
ering Fox first-runs, opened as legit 
Saturday night with ‘The Greeks 
Had a Word For It,’ at $l top. This 
comedy never played here before 
and got considerable’ attention 
though notices were very divided. 
After first attraction, house will 
open its shows on Monday with 
‘Tonight or Never’ as next. Lillian 
Gahagan, sister of Helen, will be 
guest star. Dale Owen company, 
which is known as Locust Players 
Guild, will try to do Broadway 
pieces never before brought to 
Philly. Nucleus of resident company 
will be maintained with other play- 
ers, as well as guest-stars, imported 
weekly. Mae Desmond, stock star, 
is managing director. 

Other local bookings in near fu- 
ture include ‘Melo’ at the Chestnut 
(Professional Players’ second offer- 
ing) and ‘Vinegar Tree’ at the For- 
rest Nov. 2. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Stratford-Upon-Avon Co. (broad, 
first week)—Looks like a profitable 
fortnight for English Players. 
‘Private Lives’ in second week with 
$18,000 in nine performances. 

‘House Beautiful’ (Chesinut, third 
week)—Jumped to $10,500 with 
forum taking house for two nights. 

‘Vanities’ (Erlanger, first week)— 
Advanee fairly good for Carroll re- 

(Continued on page 62) 
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$23,000 in Chi; 


‘Girl Crazy, No Agency, $16,000 
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Minneapolis, Oct. 


and gave Bainbridge stock its poor- 
est week of the season. Gross was 
less than $3,000. ‘Street Scene’ is 
current, ‘Buzz’ having shoved it in 


ahead of the picture, which is due 
to follow ‘Palmy Days’ at the United 
Artists Pantages, less than a block 
away. Opening indicates season's 
biggest week. 

‘Laughing Through,’ with five new 
principals for Harry Hirsch’s bur- 
lesque stock at the Gayety, grossed 
around $2,800, helped by two-for- 
ones. 

Metropolitan dark again. 
som Time’ underlined. 


$230 FOR ‘ANATHEMA’; 
IS L. A.’S BROW LOW! 


Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 


Although weather was in favor 
of the theatres, legit here did poor 
business last week with exception of 
the Belasco’s $12,000 tally for the 
third and last week of Jane Cowl’s 
‘Camille.’ House stays dark for one 
week, opening Oct. 26 with ‘Silent 
Witness.’ 

‘High Hatters,’ with Virginia Valli 
starred, opened at the El Capitan 
to below average business at $5,760. 
Miss Valli’s picture name was sup- 
posed to be the draw but failed to 
attract the film colony. 


May Robson at the Hollywood 
Playhouse closed ‘Her Night Out’ 
after two weeks to $4,000. Total 
take for the run was $9,000, which 
means the producers didn’t get out 
of the red. Burton Churchill in 
‘Alias the Deacon’ opened Sunday 
to a fair advance. Piece ran for 18 
weeks at the same house five years 
ago. 

‘Anathema,’ second offering of the 
Potboilers at the Figueroa, looks 
like their final. A take of $230 for 
the seven days has the organization 
discouraged and _ they’re’§ about 
through trying to elevate the drama. 
Show was in for one week only. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘High Hatters,’ El Capitan (ist 
week) (C-1,571-$1.50). Away to 
poor start at $5,700. Theatre cut- 
ting down on stands. 

‘Camille,’ Belasco (3d, final week) 
(D-1,103-$2.50). Last week notices 
kept the take up to $12,000, which 
ig above average. A week of dark- 
ness, with ‘Silent Witness’ opening 
Oct. 26. 

‘Her Night Out,’ Hollywood Play- 
house (2d, final week) (C-1,152- 
$1.50). Disappointing closing week 
at $4,000. ‘Alias the Deacon’ 
opened Sunday to fair advance. 

‘Anathema,’ Figueroa (one week) 
(D-1,285-$1.50). Love’s labor lost 
with $230 for week. 


HUB IS UP, JOLSON TOP, 
‘RHAPSODY’ AT $20,000 


Boston, Oct. 19. 
Snappy weather and holiday at 
the first of week put the majority 
of shows over to heavy business. 
‘Wonder Bar,’ the Al Jolson show, 
was the feature week at the Shubert, 


‘Blos- 











doing $31,500. Runner-up was 
‘Rhapsody in Black,’ at the Ma- 
jestic. 


Civic Light Opera Co. wound up a 
money-making run at the Colonial 
last week with ‘Iolanthe.’ 

Grossed $15,500 in nine perform- 
ances. 

The Shakespearean Stratford-on- 
Avon players did very well at the 
Tremont. 


‘The Little Racketeer,’ with Queen 
Smith, booked into the Shubert, 
doesn't open until Wednesday. 


Other openings this week ‘As Hus- 
bands Go,’ at the Colonial, and ‘Pri- 
vate Lives,’ at the Tremont. All 
but one of the local houses open, 
the Lyric being the single dark spot. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘As Husbands Go,’ Colonial (first 
week)—In final week Civic Light 
Opera Co. did $15,500, 

‘Private Lives,’ Tremont (first 
week)—Final week of Shakespeare 
troupe brought gross of $16,000. 

‘The Little Racketeer,’ Shubert 
(first week)—‘Wonder Bar,’ the A] 
Jolson show, departed with final 
week’s gross $31,000. 

As You Desire Me,’ Plymouth 
(third week)—Drawing to a rather 
select audience here, and business 
in the vicinity of $15,000. 

‘Rhapsody in Black,’ 
(fourth week)—The big money- 
maker of the town, with business 
consistently better than $20,000, and 
still strong. 

‘Five Star Final,’ Wilbur (third 
week)—Doing a fair business for 
this type of show here, gross about 
$10,000. 
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Chicago, Oct. 19. 
Business perked up in several of 


the hithertofore weak spots last 
week. Just enough to tease the 
boys. Three leadeis of the previous 
week, to wit, ‘Crazy Quilt Revue,’ 
‘Green Pastures’ and ‘Third Little 
Show,’ continued to run away with 
the field. First of the trio clicked 
out a solid $30,000 on the second 


week, and Billy Rose had the Shu- 
berts order tickets for a couple of 
stanzas beyond the four.weeks orig- 
inally slated, 

‘Girl Crazy,’ the special Chicago 
version, celebrated its entry into the 
second week by putting the princi- 
pals through a 25% slash, with the 
exception of Benny Rubin, who's on 
a divvy anyway. Cast members af- 
fected are to get full salaries if the 
gross reaches $18,000. Immediately 
after .the cut went into effect, the 
box office was given a renewal of 
life, and the tally Saturday night 
came within two grand of the stipu- 
lated gross. Sellout Saturday to the 
Yale mob in for the University of 
Chicago game, and on another even- 
ing to a women’s society helped give 
the Garrick box office much-needed 
succor. 

Beatrice Lillie and her critically 
touted associates show no signs of 
letting down on their ability to pull 
them down below the Loop for ‘The 
Third Little Show,’ with the second 
week showing a hefty two-grand 
tilt, and the future, at least the next 
two weeks, little to worry about. 
‘Green Pastures,’ its outside the 
Loop neighbor, moved into the sixth 
week still strong enough to show a 
sweet $24,600. 

‘Private Lives’ announcement that 
it would only play three weeks in- 
stead of four brought the cut-rate 
card holders flocking, shooting up 
the take by a full grand, but not 
enough to make the stay profitable 
for all concerned. Arch Selwyn was 
in town to see what was wrong with 
his baby, and let it be known that 
never again would he send a show 
into Chicago at $2 top. 

Third and closing week found the 
‘Silent Witness’ skyrocketed $3,000 
over last week’s pitiful $6,500. Come- 
back surprised everybody, but the 
show folded anyway, with the cast, 
headed by Lionel Atwill, treking 
back to New York. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Crazy Quilt,” Apollo (2d week) 
(R-1,443; $3). Turnaway business 
at every performance; advance 
stronger than ever. Arranged to 
tack on the allotted four-week stay. 
Near $30,000. 

‘Girl Crazy,’ Garrick (24 week) 
(M-1,997; $3). Party sellouts are 
the one big hope of this one, 
Strengthened the latter part of the 
week and rolled up $16,000 odd. 
Possible chance of better by ham- 
mering away over the party route. 
Allen Kearns to be replaced by Hal 
Thompson Sunday (25). 

‘Green Pastures,’ [Illinois (5th 
week) (D-1,365; $3). Got little win- 
dow trade Monday and Tuesday, but 
notable pickup followed. Slipped to 
$24,600, but still sturdy at the figure. 
Agency call off about 15%, but re- 
garded as temporary. 

‘Private Lives,’ Erlanger (24 
week) (C-1,319; $3). Switch from 
the $2 top to the two-for-$3 spurred 
the clipped fare clientele, moving up 
a grand to $4,700. Pulls out Satur- 
day (24) for Kansas City under the 
Drama League banner. ‘Admirable 
Crichton’ will replace here a week 
later. Shortened stay of ‘Lives’ 
meantime forces house to go dark 
again: 

‘Salt Water,’ Playhouse (7th-final 
week) (C-603; $3). Held up nicely 
the first four weeks, Fair return ail 
around on the run. Company left 
for Milwaukee Saturday night. 
House ushers in ‘Blue Ghost,’ pro- 
duced by Ray Payton, Oct. 24. 

School for Scandal,’ Grand 
(opened tonight) (C-1,200; $3). With 
Ethel Barrymore in the Lady Teazle 
role. Down for a fortnight only, and 
carriage trade chiefly depended upon 
to make the stay profitable. 

Silent Witness,’ Selwyn (3d-final 
week) (D-1,086; $3). Lost heavily 
on the run here. Closeout to a jump 
to around $10,000 from $6,500 sur- 
prised all around. Production and 
cast back to New York, figured as 
too expensive to take any further 
chances on the road. ‘Once in a 
Lifetime’ opened Sunday, with noth- 
yo said about the cast in the daily 
ads. 

‘Third Little Show,’ Great North- 
ern (2d week) (R-1,365; $3). Agency 
calls 10% better. Netted around 
$23,000 on the week, and building 
smartly. 

‘The Venetian,’ Harris (2d week) 
(D-1,084; $3). Floundering along, 
getting slight attention from the 
citizenry in general, though hailed 
as the class drama of the season. 
Has two more weeks to go under: 
Drama League pileting here. To be’ 
replaced by ‘Mrs. Moonlight.’ Slipped: 
a grand on the week to an approxle 
mate $10,000, 

‘Unexpected Husband,’ Adelphi, 
(4th week) (C-908; $3). Piled up 
another grand and a half, to a hefty 
$9,500. Party gaff helping pack them 
into this cut-rater. Good for a 
iinimum of three weeks more. 
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The Cat and the Fiddle 


Billed as a Musical Love Story. Pro 
duced by Max Gordon. Music by Jerome 
Kern: book by Otto Harbach. Staged by 
Jose Ruben. In two acts and 14 scenes. 
12 musical numbers. At Globe, New 
York, Oct. 15, indef; $4.40 top. 


Book Vendor... .ccccccesvcccess George Kirk 
Mme. Abajoue....ccccccccess Lucette Valsy 
Alexander Sheridan.......-- Eddie Foy, Jr 
Shirley Sheridan.....cceessss- Hail 
Pompineau.....-secsccceeeses- George Meader 
Victor Florescu....eccceee: Georsos Metaxa 
Angie Sheridam....csscesseess Doris Carson 
A Waliter.....e- eeeoeneeeease George Magis 
GRRMREG oc 0 6oc cag ncéSeceecege Myrtil 
Constance Carrington..... Margaret Adams 
Chester Biddlesby............ F Walton 
Major Sir George Wilfred 
Chatterly..........-Lawrence Grossmith 
Clement Daudet....ccccccsses Jose Ruben 
Maizie GrippS...ccceccecss LeBreton 
Jean Colbert....ccese ee-+»-Peters Chambers 
Claims. ccovcceccesscessoeos Lucette Valsy 


An operetta that seems an easy 
hit in unusually pleasing entertain- 
ment. It should be carried to a 
Smash within a month through its 
score alone, though aided by the $4 
top at the Globe. If the Radio 
doesn’t kill off the desire for this 
Jerome Kern music, ‘The Cat and 
the Fiddle’ may linger right through 
the season. 

This makes three in a row within 
a comparatively short theatrical pro- 
ducing time for Max Gordon, His 
‘Band Wagon’ is current at the Am- 
sterdam and his initial musical 
strike, ‘Three's a Crowd’ is now on 
the road. Within 18 months. It all 
sends Gordon to the front amongst 
the legit producers of Broadway. 
Gordon is attached to the Erlanger 
side. Erlanger’s has a good sized 
piece of this show. 


At the Globe at $4 Gordon can 
play to about $31,000 on the week. 
His is an excellently cast musical, 
without any heavy money names. 
The highest salaried member of the 
troupe, the imported George Metaxa, 
was something of a disappointment 
the opening night. 

Otto Harbach’s romantic story is 
abundantly but not  prodigiously 
backgrounded. The book runs to the 
highly sentimental. It is going to 
take with its strong love tale for 
light opera in these dirty days of 
the you can’t dodge ’em blackouts, 

The Kern flood of melodies, from 
ballet to jazz to torch to operatic 
and back again, but all in the pop- 
ular vein, commences at the rise 
of the handsome new curtain greet- 
ing the return of the legit to the 
Globe. It is still the Kern holding 
music at the ftnale. 

One could almost immediately re- 
turn to the theatre for another 
listen in on the Kern tunes, despite 
that at operettas as a rule you feel 
like going through the floor as the 
moony tenor starts to moan in his 
sappy way to the dumbdora soprano. 











Quit Work 


at 50 or 55 


Let us show you how you can 
provide a life of leisure for 
yourself by following a simple 
financial program called the 
RETIREMENT INCOME PLAN. 
You don’t have to be wealthy to 
follow this plan. All you have 
to do is to make a payment of 
a few dollars a month—the 


exact amount depending on your 
age. 


For further details see 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


551 Fifth Ave. N. Y. C. 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838—7839 











These are absent in ‘The Cat the 
Fiddle.’ 

Here Kern gives you a dose of 
Jazz vs. Opera, and you don’t know 
he is doing it, it’s done that pleas- 
antly and with musical finesse, Or 
the songs by themselves, three, four 
or five of them. 

Quite often, perhaps tow often, a 
scene starts slowly, even after Gor 
don held this production out of 
town beyond length to straighten it 
out. But the scene finishes lively 
or madly and you see why it’s neces- 
sary, with the slowness apparently 
beyond control. It’s all part of a 
performance that has many scenes 
but is over by 11:10. 

There is a chorus, but mostly a 
singing one. About the only real 
number was a novelty silhouette in 
colors, dissolving into a ghostly jazz 
orchestra with dancing figures to 
end it. 

The dancing is taken care of by 
Eddie Foy, Jr., and Doris Carson, 
daughter of James 8B. Carson 
They do nearly all but not too often, 
leaving them the dancing panics of 
the evening. The boneless Mr. Foy 
is also in on the laugh end through 
dialog. This is about the best pro- 
duction chance the son of the Great 
Eddie ever has had. Miss Carson's 
opportunities are no less and she 
misses nothing in cinching her 
comedy role. The girl is the daugh- 
ter of James B. Carson. She and 
Foy are teamed for the first time. 
Leading is Bettina Hall among the 
women, She's a corking lead for 
this operetta, having everything her 
role calls for as the American girl 
composer abroad. Miss Hall really 
bursts forth here, following her 
chase for an opening through mu- 
sical revivals and one of those Shu- 
bert things. Opposite her, Metaxa’s 
voice sounded shrilly at times, un- 
ess his music was scored above him, 
and he acted as though nervous 
when he acted. Or Metaxa is the 
singer and not the actor. He's from 
London and rated well over there. 
Odette Myrtil is in a playing role, 
the femme menace and doing nicely 
George Meader’s voice heard in sev- 
eral scenes never tires, though his 
role is minor. 

An old timer in a part is Fred 
Walton. Other roles are placed in 
hands that can handle them, es- 
pecially Flora LeBreton as_ the 
waitress, Lawrence Grossmith who 
makes his lines bring snickers and 
Jose Ruben as the chasing producer 
of the play within a play that runs 
through the story. Sime, 


LEAN HARVEST 


Comedy drama in three acts and 12 
scenes presented at the Forrest Oct. 13 by 
Kenneth McGowan and Joseph Verner 
Reed; written by Roland Jeans; Leslie 
Banks featured. 

Mrs, Trent.......-. oeseseses Molly Pearson 
SCOVEN cecccccccecescccssces Leonard Mudie 
ANNE cccccccccccvcccccvess Patricia Calvert 
Gladys ccccccccccoecessees-sLillian Bronson 
Nigel ..cccsce eS eerdectsisecees Leslie Banks 
Celja Hardman. .cccccoccsccccces Vera Allen 
Mr. A. Tellworthy.....Fothringham Lysons 
Mra. Tellworthy.ccccegnccvceces Ada Potter 
Philip Downes...cececeeseee++- Nigel Bruce 
Miss Moggs....eeseeeeeee+-Lillian Bronson 
Duckitt ...ccccccsscccceesesCharles Esdale 
BRN ccccccccodcovecnccoscoscsVelyn Jeuw 
Richard ..ccccccccccccccececss- KOwWin Mills 
Tommy ...... coscceeees Warren Mills 
Dr. Plumtree........ee+ee-..John Hoysradt 
Leila Perrett....eesesee+s-Peggy Hovenden 
Jack Crabb... .cccccccesees -Alfred Flanders 
Carmen Bracegirdle...... Paula Bauersmith 
Bey WEB sc cecccscese Fothringham lLysons 
Mr. Featherstone.......+..- Sothern 
Mr. McGowan..............-John Hoysradt 
POTCCOMS cpoccosccsccecess ..Joaquin Souther 


A class first-night audience viewed 
the latest of the London dramas, 
and the indication was that ‘Lean 
Harvest’ would appeal mostly to a 
lower-floor clientele. Notices not so 
good. Doubtful of a click. 

It is a top-hole production from 
the ambitious independent firm of 
Kenneth MacGowan and Joseph 
Verner Reed. Settings in good taste 
and several looked costly. They are 
of American design, and the dozen 
scene changes are effected by a re- 
volving stage. Cast about an even 
split, American and British, and of 
the latter contingent Leslie Banks 
is the featured lead. 

The theme, rather familiar, is 
used by Ronald Jeans for his first 
serious effort. Heretofore the for- 
mer Liverpool stock broker contrib- 
uted skits to London revues, in- 
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eluding Charlot’s. The lighter 
touches are much more cleverly 
contrived than the dramatic, indi- 
cating the author's flair for comedy. 
A play of that type may have a 
much better chance. 

Nigel Trent, even when without a 
job, sets his course to riches, power 
and knighthood above all else. He 
breaks with his wholesome country 
fiancee and .goes off to London, 
there to eventually wed Celia, a 
woman in tune with his creed and 
who could help in the climb. Back 
home his brother, Steven, a hack 
novelist, marries Anne, the girl 
Nigel left behind. Children come 
and poverty, but it is Nigel’s idea 
that they are supremely contented 
while he has made a mess of his 
marital life, 

Sir Nigel lives for success. He is 
a slave to his office and counting 
house. He has amassed a million 
pounds, owns a luxurious home in 
London and one in the country. But 
Celia has been neglected, and she 
turns to the companionship. of 
Philip Downes, who knew her be- 
fore Nigel came between them, and 
who still worships her. Celia looks 
cold. She does not become Philip's 
mistress, but she bluntly tells Nigel 
they are through and goes off with 
Philip to Sorrento and his paltry 
500 pounds a year. 

The shock of Celia’s departure 
comes at a critical time. The doc- 
tor tells Nigel he is on the verge of 
collapse, through overwork. In his 
rich study in the Park street home 
the young financial giant is pictured 
having a stroke. A spot from above 
shows only his face. In the dark- 
ness myriad noises, voices and bells 
convey the confusion and the ago- 
nies of a man’s brain going to 
pieces. That is the high light of 
Banks’ many-sided acting, quite the 
most impressive he has shown over 
here. Anti-climax has his poor 
brother and Anne present for the 
reading of the will, bequeathing 
them Sir Nigel's entire fortune. 
Vera Allen comes to attention as 
the rather neglected wife, the most 
important role yet for her on Broad- 
way. Patricia Calvert, also from 
this side, is Anne. Nigel Bruce, who 
was in the London presentation of 
‘Lean Harvest,’ is the amusing 
Philip, a dilletante with a _ soft- 
spoken way of handling comic lines. 
He has been over here before, but 
this seems to be his best try. 

The play starts slowly but picks 
up in the second scene upon the en- 
trance of Bruce. Because of the 
dramatic finale, there is no oppor- 
tunity for banter to counter the 
serious end. Ibee. 


Everybody’s Welcome - 


Musical comedy in two acts. Presented 
at the Shubert by the Shuberts Oct. 15. 
Book by Lambert Carroll. Score by Sammy 
Fain and Irving Kahal. Dances staged by 
William Holbrook, under supervision of 
Albertina Rasch. Book staged by William 
Mollison, Featured: Frances Williams, Os- 
car Shaw, Ann Pennington, Harriette Lake, 
Jack Sheehan, Cecil Lean, 
Buddy Hill......... peedesevece Andrew Carr 
‘Biny’ Hatheld..cccccscteseccs Jack Sheehan 
Polly Bascom,....e...++-Frances Williams 
Ann Cathway....s..++ee..+eHarriette Lake 
Gilbert Morrell.........eee++++-ROY Roberts 
Steve Merrick....s.eee-+eee++,,Osear Shaw 
A Drunk......ccecsescesseesednomas Harty 
GROTTO TOMGe sc cccdcctceccccseecss Cecil Lean 
Mrs. George Kent........-.Jean Newcombe 
Louella May Carroll........Ann Pennington 
Laundryman.........+++-++-spencer Barnes 
Kelly. ..cccccccecscccccessccscess-dack Ross 
Mr. Platt...ccseosseoesees-Charles Garland 
Mrs. Platt. sreccesecsssseeeeLucilie Osborne 
GLACE. cecccccce@rccesseseeces+- Bernice Lee 
Betty..... occsesssseeessFnoebe Wallace 
eee. Elsie Duffy 
.-Edna Hedin 
»..Mary Brooks 
ecccccccce aaa Pahl 
++e++e-LOulse Hansen 





‘Everybody’s Welcome’ is a $3 
musical show. Despite its pretense 
of featured players, it is mild diver- 
sion in every phase. Probabilities 
are the nut is held down on the 
names, while the chorus of 10 girls 
and 10 boys is evidence of economy. 
Because of that there is a chance for 
moderate money engagement. 

The score did not impress as hav- 
ing one stand-out tune. As for com- 
edy, show is almost laughless. That 
was surprising, because the book is 
based on last season’s ‘Up Pops the 
Devil,’ a fairly diverting little com- 
edy though not a real hit. Maybe 
Albert Hackett, who wrote the play, 
might have made it more amusing 
in the present form. 

Most of the numbers are allotted 
to Frances Williams and Oscar 
Shaw, the latter teaming with Har- 
riette Lake. The platinum-haired 
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AGAINST THE WIND 


Rochester, Oct. 15. 
Comedy in three acts and six scenes by 
Carlos Drake. Produced by the Blackstone 
Company and directed by Harrison Grey 
Friske. At the Lyceum, Rochester, open- 
ing Oct. 15 at $2.50 top. 


The first night audience liked this 
play, despite its talkiness and slow 
tempo of actors not set in their 
parts. It was written for Mrs. Fiske, 
but the leading role was played by 
Henrietta Crosman. She had a num- 
ber of crackling lines and she got 
the most out of them for laughs. 
Understood Mrs. Fiske will return 
to the play upon her recovery. 

The play has thought-provoking 
elements and does not attempt to 
point a moral. With a bit of speed- 
ing up it promises to afford satis- 
factory light entertainment. It is 
up to date with the depression and 
tosses a few barbs into the smug, 
self-satisfied business man and his 
family life. 

Action, what there is of it, takes 
place in the living room of the 
Sutherland home at New Forest, 
near Chicago. 

Frederick Sutherland and his son, 
Junior, are just back from a hard 
day at the office. Junior is jealous 
of his brother, John, who after two 
years abroad, is idling with Junior's 
rather flighty flancee, Isabelle. His 
Plump and futile mother soothes 
him. With the others gone to dress, 
Isabelle tosses herself at John and 
they go into a clinch. 

Shortly after, Isabelle bombshells 
the stodgy family by breaking her 
engagement to Junior... Later in the 
evening with everyone talking of 
the scandal, John falls for Irene, 
a widow with a come hither look. 
But his Aunt Kate, the understand- 
ing and broadminded member of 
the family with a record of three 
marriages and two divorces, catches 
him and decides it is best for him 
to hop abroad again. 

Four years later, he surprises 
again by his sudden arrival from 
abroad, broke. His family is fur- 
ther upset by learning he has been 
married for two years to Ghita, a 
Polish girl. All think they are try- 
ing to be nice to Ghita, but succeed 
in behaving abominably toward her, 
especially Isabelle, who meantime, 
has married Junior. 

Much discussion centers around 
whether John will go to work in the 
factory or continue his freedom and 
wanderings. Back in the home en- 
vironment again, he takes to the 
usual sports and also to Irene, leav- 
ing Ghita too much to herself. 

Aunt Kate, who has been in and 
out with understanding and wise 
observation, finds Ghita about ready 
to ship for Poland to have her baby 
alone, giving up their plan to have 
a cottage in France and write their 
book. Aunt Kat2 helps her to seem 
to disappear. John wakes up and 
auntie provides as a wedding pres- 
ent enough to rent the cottage in 
France. Clinch. 

Single setting is attractive, but 
change of scene would give needed 
variety. Henrietta Crosman, Reed 
Brown, Jr., and Virginia Venable 
were standouts. Record. 


REUNION IN VIENNA 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 16. 

Quite a comedown for the Lunts 
after ‘Elizabeth the Queen’ and 
hardly looks like the sort of thing 
that will stand up for any length of 
time despite the expert ministra- 
tions of Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fon- 
tanne. A three-act comedy of post- 
war Vienna by Robert E. Sherwood, 
it’s pretty thin stuff to come from 
the fellow responsible for ‘Road to 
Rome,’ ‘Queen’s Husband,’ and ‘Wa- 
terloo Bridge.’ 

Piece was received with mixed 
opinion, the majority indicating 
thumbs down. From this corner its 
chances look doubtful, for it’s not 
the sort of thing one expects from 
either the Lunts or Sherwood. It 
has a poor first act, a fairly decent 
second, and a long-winded third. 
The whole thing might be called a 
sex soiree or maybe it’s a study in 
psychoanalysis. Even the ending 
leaves things in a muddle. 

Initial stanza doesn’t introduce 
Lunt at all. It moves slowly and 
brings in a lot of meaningless peo- 
ple, standbys of the old Hapsburg 
guard, who are trying to convince 





Kleana that she must come to a 


| party celebrating the anniversary of 
}something or other 


in the fallen 
house. They assure her that the 
Archduke Rudolf, in exile and her 
former lover, will not be _ there. 
Elena’s husband, a commoner but 


| Vienna’s outstanding psychoanalyst, 


insists that she go and face the past, 


| but she refuses. 


Second act bring on Lunt, as Ru- 








dolf, a vigorous, blustering lady. 
killer. He demands that Eleana 
come to the party, and she does. He 
wants to resume his former rela- 
tions with her, but she is not of the 
same mind. There is some cleyar. 
repartee and some not so clever, but 
in the end she has a change of 
heart, acquiesces but is overcome 
by faint heart and at the last min. 
ute dashes from the bedroom, sans 
dress and cape, and into a cab that 
takes her home. 

Rudolf follows her and comes face 
to face with Eleana’s husband, who 
receives his adversary quite cordi- 
ally. 

‘I’ve known some husbands in my 
time,’ he says, ‘but you're the first 
one that has ever given me a kind 
word.’ 

There follows a verbal duel, with 
the archduke pitting his prior de. 
mands against the psychoanalysig 
of the husband and Eleana all the 
time watching the rapier-play of 
the rival wits. Rudolf asks for just 
one night with his former mistress 
after which he promises to disap. 
pear forever. The husband tells his 
wife to do whatever she wishes and 
that it will be okay with him-and 
then goes out to pull strings so the 
exiled Hapsburg can get out of the 
country. Curtain lowered to denote 
the lapse of several hours, then it's 
morning and Rudolf comes out of 
the bedroom followed by Eleana and 
takes his departure. 

‘Never had so much fun in my 
life,’ says her father-in-law. 

‘Neither did I,’ replies Fleana. 

And there you are. Maybe she 
spent the nite with him and maybe 
she didn't, Only Mr. Sherwood 
knows and he won't tell. 

There's no denying the artistry of 
the Lunts, They even come close 
to redeeming this but not quite, 
Lunt makes his archduke a loud, 
likeable loafer, while Miss Fon- 
tanne’s Eleana is delightfully played 
and exquisitely groomed, 

Play tor the most part attempts 
to be clever but invariably seems 
silly instead. Situations are pat- 
ently manufactured and characters 
are pretty contradictory, even the 
chief ones. Eduardo Ciannelli alone 
reveals some degree of the faded 
aristocracy as one of the has-been 
Hasburgs while the others are made 
to order for Mr. Sherwood’s needs 
and plenty overdrawn. 

Minor Watson turns in a smooth 
satisfying performance as the psy- 
choanalyst, while among the minor 
characters, Henry Travers, as the 
bourgeois father who was once a 
shoemaker, and Helen Westley, as a 
cigar-smoking hotel proprietress, 
stand out. 

Guild has given ‘Reunion in Vi- 
enna’ its useful careful production 
with the settings and costumings 
appropriately in good taste. Worth- 
ington Miner directed it and 
squeezed all he could from the 
script. That the script, however, 
isn’t there is not his fault. Cohen. 


CYCLONE 


Paris, Oct. 8. 
A three-act play, adapted by H. de 
Carbuccia from Somerset Maughan's 
‘Sacred Flame,’ with picture  prolog. 
Presented by Edmond Sayag, at the Theae 
tre Ambassadeurs, Paris. 


Play has been Europeanized, and 
instead of centering on the death 
of the ex-war veteran, turns him 
into an aviator who is hurt in @ 
crash between Paris and London 
Accordingly, show opens with a pice 
ture prologue, showing the aviator 
calling up his London wife from 
Paris to tell her over the phone to 
wait for him in their London home. 
It shows him taking off at the 
French airport, meeting rough 
weather and a crash, picture ending 
with a sequence showing the wife 
called to the phone to be told of 
the accident. Screen is raised, and 
stage shows the invalid in a wheel- 
chair surrounded by his family. 

After that, play is very similar 
to the American version. 

Picture prologue was made in the 
Natan studios by Henri Diamant- 
Berger, French director, and lasts 
about five minutes. Play itself is 
produced in one set, showing the 
drawing-room nicely done. 

Adaptation is very good, dialog 
fast, and acting excellent all round. 
Huguette ex Duflos, who does the 
wife, is better on the stage than iB 
films. Show reminds the local pub- 
lic of Mary Dugan. Despite that 
theatre is far from doing capacity 
business. and possibilities of a rum 
are much lessened. 

Theatre has adopted the policy 
of opening the show at 9.50 p. M- 
thus facilitating after dinner at- 
tendance, with shorter intermis¢ 
sions, enabling the last curtain bes 
fore midnight. Mazt 
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Featured BARITONE in Frank Cambria’s Super Production, “LAUGH IT OFF” 
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Sullivan’s Libel Case Stands 
Reversing a@ prior decision of the 
N.Y. Supreme Court in favor of the 
aily Mirror, A. J. Kobler and Dan 

ker, the Appellate Division of the 
N. ¥. Supreme Court has reversed 
the order in favor of Edward V. 

livan. N. Y. ‘Graphic’ columnist, 
the libel suit the latter brought 
inst the first three named. 

Sullivan’s suit arose out of two 
articles writen by Parker in his 
mirror’ sport column. Sullivan 
charged both articles, through in- 
puendo, tended to state he was deing 
aid to write articles favoring Primo 
Carnera. 

Grounds in the decision for grant- 
ing Sullivan’s appeal are that the 
articles claimed libelous were libel 

r se. Complaint was previously 
dismissed on the grounds they con- 
tained nothing more than keen jest- 
ing or banter, without malice and 
were therefore not open to a libelous 
construction. 

Decision stated that since it is 
qell settled that words that impute 
dishonesty are actionable per se and 
that publication of a charge which 
has a tendency to injure one in the 
exercise of his calling is libelous per 
ge. Justices went on record as stat- 
ing: ‘We cannot read the articles in 
their entirety without being con- 
yinced of their tendency to impress 
the average intelligent mind with 
disgraceful conduct on the part of 
the plaintiff in the exercise of his 
profession. Their effect as a whole 
js to leave the impression that the 
plaintiff was paid to write favorable 
comments regarding Carnera, with- 
out regard to his merit as a prize 
fighter and without regard to the 
plaintiff's honest opinion of Car- 
nera’s ability and in disregard to the 
loyalty that the plaintiff owed to the 
reading public and to his employer.’ 

It was also declared that in view 
ef the language (sporting terms) 
used and the readers following the 
sport pages of the dailies familiarity 
therewith, the articles may well 
be open to the construction the 
plaintiff placed upon them in his 
action. 

Decision allowed Sullivan $10 
costs and disbursements as well as 
denying the defendant’s motion to 
dismiss the complaint, granting the 
defendants leave to answer within 
20 days upon payment of costs. 

Sullivan took exception to Par- 
ker’s two articles published April 25, 
1930, and Oct. 15, 1930. Sullivan is 
represented by Lewis F. Glaser. 
‘The Mirror,’ Kobler and Parker 
have Edward A. Robertson as coun- 
sel, 

At the time of publication Sulli- 
van was a sports columnist for the 
‘Graphic,’ since having switched to 
&@ Broadway pillar on the same sheet. 





Pulp Mags and Stories 

Report that the mags are now 
buying material as of yore not 
borne out by a survey which re- 
veals, if anything, that there is 
less stuff being bought now than in 
years. Mags continue to go floppo, 
with few replacements. Those still 
in the running have reduced their 
contents. 

According to one mag _ man, 
things will get better for the mag 
Scribbler after the first of the year, 
as by then his chain, like most 
others, will about have exhausted 
their excess material and will have 
to buy more. But not as much buy- 
ing as before the depression, be- 
cause his mags won't stock up. No 
telling whether any or all the mags 
will last and, besides, trends in 
type of pulp-paper fiction changing 
rapidly. 

Those pulp-paper scribblers who 
have been selling regularly to the 
chains like Street & Smith; Dell, 
Clayton and the rest, can still man- 
age to get checks for most of the 
stuf they turn out. But the occa- 
sional contributors and the tyros 
are said to be out completely. 





: Under Suspicion 

_That French-American mag, pub- 
lished out of Paris in English, re- 
ported by contributors as suspi- 
tious. Scribblers submitting tales 
in good faith approached with vari- 
Sus propositions, most of which 
ave to do with literary instruction 
or foreign representation. Solicita- 
tion by other individuals and or- 
Banizations abroad indicates, also, 


— mag making up sucker lists of 
ae Y 


Achmed Abdullah, James N. Cain, 
Thyra Samter Winslow, Nat Fer- 
ber, Roy L. McCardell, Crane Wil- 
bur, Howard Warren Comstock, 
James B. Wharton, Cornell Wol- 
rich, Lloyd Mayer, Irwin R. Frark- 
lyn, Russell Owen, George F. Hum- 
mell, Ben Gross, Wallace Sullivan, 
S. J. Perelman, Aban Kandel, Jo- 
seph Anthony and Arthur Roerl. 
Geller’s a scribbler, too, his new 
book, now in preparation, dealing 
with the plays of grandfather’s day. 
His last published book was “Fa- 
mous Songs and Their Stories.” 


Matter of Money? 

Fetching top prices for mag fic- 
tion not harder than pulling teeth, 
says Zane Grey. He should know. 
Started in life as a dentist, but saw 
romance in every bicuspid. An easy 
step from the novocaine gun to the 
six-shooter. Now the Zane Grey 
fortune is around a million, all from 
scribbling. 

Zane Grey, easily the foremost of 
current Western fictioneers. Liter- 
ary commentators say that Zane 
Grey will never go down to poster- 
ity like Bret Harte, who was also 
up Zane Grey’s alley, but that’s a 
laugh to Grey. Bret Harte could 
never scribble himself out of debt. 





Odd Mclntyre’s Books 


Odd MclIntyre’s books to date have 
gone to a total of 500,000. They 
have been made up of the McIntyre 
monthly articles in ‘Cosmopolitan.’ 
McIntyre has been with ‘Cosmo- 
politan’ for 12 years. He has never 
held a contract with the Hearst 
magazine and remains with it under 
the new direction. 

Odd’s last book was entitled ‘25 
Selected Stories. The book is a 
subscription promotion for ‘Cosmo,’ 
one going with each two-year sub 
to the mag. 





‘Graphic’s’ Lost Circulation 


Delayed figures of Macfadden’s 
New York ‘Evening Graphic’ for 
the six months ending Sept. 30, last, 
gave a daily average of 262,721. 

This is a loss as against the tab’s 
return of 275,992 for April 1, last, 
with ‘Graphic’ also showing a de- 
cline for 1930. 

April 1, 1930, ‘The Graphic’ re- 
ported under oath a daily average 
of 302,278, and on Oct. 1 a year ago, 
281,184. 

‘The Graphic’ is one of the few 
New York dailies according to its 
circulation figures, failing to profit 
by the suspension and merging of 
the New York evening and morning 
‘Worlds.’ 





Chatter Protection 


An inside idea of how tough it is 
for some chatterers these days is 
exemplified in the order Regina 
Crewe (‘American’, New York) got 
on arrival east of Louella Parsons, 
Universal’s blurbist from Holly- 
wood. Miss Crewe had to get busy 
in Miss Parsons’ behalf, both being 
with Hearst, so called up all film 
companies in New York asking if 
they had anything ‘exclusive’ for 
Louella’s column. 

That ‘exclusive’ angle was _ in- 
sisted on, with most of the boys in 
New York not tearing their hair 
half so much as the chatter-donors 
do on the celluloid coast. 





Editorial Amenities 

Small-town journalism was 
shown by the influential ‘News’ 
when Post and Gatty visited New- 
ark. They were brought there thru 
the efforts of Paul Bloch, who owns 
the ‘Star-Eagle.’ 

Bloch, of course, was put on the 
reception committee. In its account 
of the affair the ‘News’ mentioned 
all the members of the committee 
but Paul Bloch. 





11-Yr.-Old Girl’s ‘Circus’ 

What may prove one of the most 
popular young people’s books of the 
year is ‘Circus,’ an impression of 
life and activity under the big top, 
by Betty Boyd Bell. 

Betty, now 11, is the daughter of 
Floyd L. Bell, for many years and 


until two seasons ago, Dexter Fel- | 
'Los Angeles by John Armand (real 


lowes’ chief assistant in the Ring- 
ling show press department. Swing- 
ing around the circus circuit every 
year with her parent, Betty got to 
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Best Sellers 


(Reported for week ending Oct. 
10 by American News Co.) 





Fiction 
Red Headed Woman, by Kath- 
arine Prush ....... 060 092.00 
10 Commandments, by War- 
WICK DOGDING ...ccceces 2.50 
Shadows on the Rock, by 
eo 2.50 
American Beauty, by Edna 
EN hs oud care cc kaaiiay 2.56 


Young and Healthy, by Donald 
Henderson Clark........ 2.00 
Finch’s Fortune, by Mazo De 





eo reer rr escces 200 
Non-Fiction 
Washington Merry-Go-Round, 
Po | er $3.00 


Ellen Terry-Bernard Shaw, by 


Christopher St. Johns... 5.00 
Mirrors of 1932, Anony- 
I 66 ocectadnsiacs wes -« 2.50 
The Great Mouthpiece, by 
Gene Fowler .. chee Oe 
Epic of America, by John 
Truslow Adams ....... - 3.00 


Mexico, by Stuart Chase... 3.00 











being a prodigy. He and Janet Ma- 
bie edited the work as prepared by 
Betty, but with Floyd’s characteris- 
tic modesty, only Miss Mabie’s name 
is down on the volume in addition 
to daughter Betty’s. 

‘Circus’ has a dedication to ‘Bar- 
bara,’ who is Betty’s younger sister 
and the Bell’s only other child. Con 
Colleano, the Ringling wire attrac- 
tion, has written the foreword. Pub- 
lisher is Brewer, Warren & Putnam, 
and the price is $1.75. 





Walking Book Ad 


Sandwich man used on Broadway 
to boost ‘Love Is a Racket,’ by 
Rian James, Brooklyn Eagle col- 
umnist. Book was published by 
Alfred King. 

And the sandwich man was be- 
low par in class even of that ilk. 





Collegiate Weekly 


New weekly aimed for the col- 
legiate trade is “Intercollegiate 
Sports,” gotten out by R. E. Cope- 
land. 





On Sunday ‘Mirror’ 


Joe Applegate has turned in his 
notice to the New York ‘Graphic’ 
to switch to the ‘Mirror’ as roto 
and mag editor of the latter’s forth- 
coming Sunday edition. 

He held the same job with the 
‘Graphic’s’ Saturday section, 





Anthony’s ‘Nertz’ 
Norman Anthony, editor ‘Bally- 
hoo,’ has written a song titled 
‘Cheer Up, Smile, Nertz,’ which Fa- 
mous Music is publishing. Melody 
by Misha and Wesley Portnoff. 





Real Names of Authors 

Grace Perkins, author of “Boy 
Crazy,” is also Dora Macy, but is 
in reality Mrs. Fulton Oursler, Eve- 
Iyn Scott, ‘A Calendar of Sin,’ is 
Mrs. John Metcalfe. 

But who is Juanita Savage, au- 
thor of ‘Bandit Love’? 





Gilbert Tells All 
I. Wolfe Gilbert has completed 
his book giving the inside angles 
on the songwriting and publishing 


business. Book is titled, ‘Without 
Rhyme Or Reason.’ Dutton is pub- 
lisher. 


Gilbert doesn’t camouflage any of 
the names of the characters in the 
book. 





Darling Will Tell 
Velva G. Darling, who writes stuff 
on the modern girl for McNaught 
syndicate, is doing a book on the 

same idea for Brentano’s. 
Miss Darling will tell what the 
philosophy of the 20th century 
femme is, and what to do about it. 





Died Early 
‘Television Weekly News’ was 
premature, indicated by the volun- 
tary bankruptcy petition filed in 


name John Nelson), who published 
the sheet in partnership with Harry 
Ray. 
Printing, engraving, rent, phone 
inpaid amounts to $710, 
only asset the sheet’s 


steno 


name. 


Only other mag touching on the 


| subject is “College Humor,” month- 


know everyone in the show. 

Betty. always bookish, surprised 
the visiting newspapermen with her 
knowledge of literature, in spite of | 
her years. Confided to every news- 
paperman her ambition to be a 
writer. They'd seriously encourage 


her. Will mightily surprise most 
to learn that Betty really did write 
that book, and at 11, while they 
themselves have not gotten around 
to ‘that book’ as yet. 

Floyd Bell disclaims his daughter 


ly, which has a regulation sports- 
writing staff for that purpose, 





Dr. R. Ratz, representing the Az- 
est chain of papers in Hungary, is 
in Hollywood to squint at studios 
for several months. 





Everybody’s Welcome 


(Continued from page 56) 


one tried to make something of ‘As 
Time Goes By,’ but it seemed slow 
and monontonous. ‘Shot the Works,’ 
an interpolated number is vulgar, 
the rawest lyric Miss Williams has 
been called on to handle in a long 
time. ‘Lease in My Heart’ and ‘Even 
as You and JI,’ with Shaw, counting 
the nearest to melodies. 

An Albertina Rasch group of five 
girls seemed meagre. They were 
brought on unnecessarily in the first 
act. Something billed as ‘nocturne’ 
in the second act. with a mirror 
effect, was better. A posing girl 
semi-nude on one side from th« 
waist up, was rung in, and 
place. Rasch girls were featured; 
in fact, nearly everybody in the 
show is giving billing. For why? 

One of those missed was Thornas 
Harty, an eccentric dancer, who 
looks something like the late Jack 
Donohue and who has a very good 
idea of the latter’s antic style of 
stepping about. They liked him a 
lot, though it looked like an imita- 
tion. Andrew and Louise Carr, on 
for a scene change in the first part, 
a number two act. 

Ann Pennington played the girl 
from the south who lives upstairs 
and provides the jealousy motif be- 
tween Steve, who is trying to write 
a novel, and his little wife, who goes 
back to the Roxy ensemble to keep 
the house going until the book is 
done. Second act has Shaw turn- 
ing comedian as he tries to be cook 
Miss Pennington was in good form 
and she flashed her main asset— 
those legs—in several numbers. 

Cecil Lean, appearing without 
Cleo Mayfield for the first time in 
years, appears to have been added 
suddenly, and hasn’t much chance. 
He was not in the advance billing, 
but the Ritz Brothers were. Not in 
the show. 

A picture screen, programed as 
that of the ‘Proxy’ theatre, is used 
for title footage, kidding over- 
emphasized picture credits. It is 
supposed to prelude a ‘Lionel Leff- 
ingwell Production,’ written by 
same, directed by same, and so forth. 
There were some giggles, but the 
film was run too fast. Another of 
the inserted ideas to pep up the 
show. 

The Shuberts are reported having 
several musicals in preparation. If 
‘Everybody’s Welcome’ is_ typical, 
it’s just going to be too bad. Pro- 
duction mediocre. Announcement 
that the scale was back to pre-war 
prices was just stuff. 

Third night a good house was in 
and claimed to be all money. but 
some customers started walking be- 
fore it was over. Ibee. 


TWO SECONDS 


Drama in prolog, two acts and epilog 
In 19 scenes. By Elliott Lester. Presented 
by Irving Lande and William Stephens. 
Staged by Egon Brecher; settings by Cleon 
Throckmorton. At the Ritz, N. Y., Oct. 
12; $3 top. 

FON AMOR. ccccccccsece ++.-Edward Pawley 
Bud Clark.... eoeess Preston Foster 
Shirley Day....cccccscecsesseces Blyth Daly 
Tony Scafidl....ccccccccscsces Harold Huber 


out of 








A drab tale of cheap people, but 
unfolded with a trick technique that 
gives it a certain synthetic kick. It 
imparts a certain stimulation and, 
like synthetic gin, it leaves a dis- 
agreeable aftertaste. A thing of 
momentary interest with a brief 
support from cutrates—call it six 
weeks or so. 

Unfolding of the story calls for 
quick changes of scene on a revolv- 
ing stage which are neatly man- 
aged. Prolog shows a condemned 
man led to the electric chair and 
carries to the moment when the cur- 
rent is about to be turned on. 
Prison physician has already ex- 
plained to the witnesses that there 
is an interval of two seconds before 
the brain is paralyzed, and it is 
from this clinical detail that the 
play takes its title. In those two 
seconds the action uses the device 
of the picture-studio flash-back and 
the antecedent story is enacted, as 
it passes through the condemned 
man’s mind. 

Trouble here is that the drama is 
all in the manner of telling rather 
than in the substance of the tale it- 
self, and the phoney effect is fur- 
ther emphasized by the use of all 
the present-day devices to catch 
boob attention. Specifically the de- 
vices, are raw language dragged 
into the dialog, and many pumped 
up touches of deliberate suggestive- 
ness. Such, for one, was the action 
of the tough little gold-digging 
bride stripping to what is called a 
‘dance set’ when she returns to her 
husband's hall bedroom and invites 
his roommate to ‘get the hell out 
of here!’ 

Narrative has to do with a taxi 
dancehall girl of the lowest order 
and a young iron worker. The play 
is carefully pitched at the level of 
the worst in both of them. There 
isn’t a likeable character in the 
gathering of lowbrows. Particu- 
larly are the women unsavory. The 
heroine is an outright hussy, and 
such other ladies as happen by are 
either annoying or ridiculous. 

The author seems to have had 
some vague idea that his men had 
admirable qualities. His hero has 
abstract longings for better things 
than street-girl dates, and his 


though he doesn’t consider her as | 
especially important. ¥ | 
One of these street dates goes) 


y, 





pal | 
appears to have fairly honorable in- | 
tentions toward his sweetheart, al- | 


—_— 


wrong and, killing time, our hero 
falls into an acquaintance with the 
taxi girl, who gets him drunk and 
tricks him into marriage. His pal 
tries to break up the marriage, and 
in a wrangle up among the steel 
girders he topples and falls to his 
death, which breaks the hero's spirit 
and makes him afraid to climb the 
skyscraper skeleton again. 

The girl, disgusted at his failure 
to provide, goes back to the dance- 
hall and her old lover, and the iron 
worker lives on the money she gets 
from these two sources, until in 
disgust with himself and his situa- 
tion he murders the girl, making 
sure only to pay back the money he 


has used, which money, as it hap- 
pens, he wins at the races. The 
ethics of the situation are some- 


what fogged by the fact that it was 
the girl’s unholy cash that made the 
bets possible, 

The sufferings of the hero entail 
a great deal of pretty violent act- 
ing, elaborating the gradual col- 
lapse of his mind, a@ sequence so 
vigorously done by Edward Pawley 
that it is almost plausible. This 
young actor does handsomely by 
his producer throughout. Indeed 
the playing of ail the principals is 
superior to the play. Miss Daly 
conveys the cheapness of the type 
with a good deal of vividness, and 
Preston Foster makes a manly fig- 
ure as the hero’s roughneck pal. 

One distinctly strong theatrical 
scene is the novel handling of the 
murder trial, a brief episode done 
on a semi-dark stage. In the dim 
light three figures are picked out 
by overhead spots—prisoner, judge 
and prosecutor. Trial is boldly pic- 
tured as a trio of voices all going 
at the same time like a musical 
score in counterpoint. Throughout 
the play there is an offstage strain 
of delirious jazz, backgrounding the 
action in the strident, confused har- 
mony of the age. 

Epilog snatches up the thread of 
the story again. Witnesses in the 
death chamber are strained to the 
hum of the lethal dynamos as the 
prison physician stethoscopes the 
condemned man’s heart and an- 
nounces all is over, ending the play 
and leaving the customers with a 
vague feeling that something they 
had for dinner couldn’t have agreed 
with them, Rush. 


A CHURCH MOUSE 


Wm. A. Brady, Ltd., presents a play in 





three acts. By Ladislaus Fodor. Staged 
by Melville Burke. Bert Lyte!ll and Ruth 
Gordon featured. Opened Oct. 12 at the 
Playhouse, New York. $3 top. 

GCREBTED .. 0.0600 canccwsesscsacceecs John Gray 
Baron Thomag von Ulirich....Bert Lytell 
Olly Frey...ccsccccccsceces Louise Kirtland 
Count von Talheim......+-+ Wallace Erskine 
JACKSON «2 cccegewoccccccvcvess Charles Abbe 


Varon Frank von Ullrich..Charles Campell 
Susie Sach... ccccccecccsscess Ruth Gordon 





Two swell performances are given 
in vain in this Hungarian regoulash 
of an oldie. Ruth Gordon makes the 
first act wake up and, with Bert Ly- 
tell, manages to keep it going fairly 
well during the second, But the 
third chapter turns around and 
kicks the first two acts in the face, 


If Ladislaus Fodor, the author, 
read this story somewhere, the 
trouble may have been in his failure 
to read it and see it and hear it as 
much as have American legit, pic- 
ture, vaudeville, stock, repertoire, 
little theatre and side show audi- 
ences. 

A plain stenog suddenly becomes 
beautiful by changing her clothes 
and the boss and everybody else 
fall in love with her. Could any- 
thing be more Joe Millerish? 

Two good looking sets, nice pro- 
duction and pacing all around, be- 
sides capable playing, are up against 
too much in the way of a plot. Miss 
Gordon and lLytell have never 
looked or played better. 

As a play it’s about as meritorious 
as prohibition; with both having 
equal chances at popularity. Bige, 
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LITERARY MASTERPIECES 


of every age as pocket companions at 
home and afield; attractive and cheap 
at a uniform price of 


DSc 
Below is a selected list of popular 
titles from the 190 in the series 





Death Comes for the Archbishop 
By Willa 
A History of the Borgias 
By Frederick Baron Corvo 
Sanine By Artzbashev 
The Lives of the Twelve Caesars 
By Buetonius 
By Andre Gide 
By Borcaccio 


Cather 


The Counterfeiters 
The Decameron 


Anne Karenina By Tolstoy 
The Brothers Karamazov 

By Dostoyeveky 
The Memoirs of Casanova 
The Sun Also Rises 


By Ernest Hemingway 


THE MODERN LIBRARY 
20 East 57th Street, New York City 
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‘EASY ACES’ 
Bridge Travesty 
COMMERCIAL 
WGN, Chicago 

Goodman Ace, columnist and 
critic, of the Kansas City ‘Journal- 
Post,’ comes to Chicago with Mrs. 
Ace to give WGN what is very apt 
to become the best liked of all the 
script programs on that station. 
Certainly, it has the best, most 
novel, most genuinely humorous of 
all the ideas involved in the nu- 
merous gabby programs WGN is so 
devoted to. 

Ace and the missus were locally 
known and popular over K. C.’s 
KMBC with their bridge game bur- 
lesque. Lavoris, the mouthwash, 
heard, negotiated and imported. It’s 
a 17-week minimum at $500 weekly 
for three broadcasts and $100 extra 
per broadcast if going into a daily 
feature. No newspaperman could 
overlook that dough. But Ace still 
runs his column by mail. 

For the time being program is 
confined to WGN. A network may 
follow along with the giveaway that 
won’t be mentioned over the air 
until the sixth week. Program goes 
on at 7:15 Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays. That's a choice hour 
marred somewhat by following Herr 
Louie and his Hungry Five, one of 
radio’s least delectable interludes 
and calculated to clear WGN's kilo- 
cycle of the more discriminating 
listeners who would best enjoy 
‘Easy Aces.’ 

Ace and Mrs. Ace, themselves in 
the scripts written by Ace, are aug- 
mented by a visiting couple over the 
bridge table. Bob Elson, among 
other things an announcer when not 
acting, and Mary Hunter, were as- 
signed by WGN to be the rest of 
the foursome. 

In the dumbness of Mrs. Ace and 
the sarcastic exasperation of her 
husband the comedy is derived. 
Wife is constantly leading the 
wrong card and using the wrong 
word. Ace believes that surely 
there is someone in the city of 
Chicago that they can beat. He 
keeps writing checks and seeking 
dumber and dumber opponents, but 
always Mrs. Ace out-halfwits the 
most doltish of the victims and 
hubby writes another check. 

Just enough bridge is retained 
to hold the scripts together. It 
will amuse the addicts without be- 
ing too technical for the folks who 
still are sweet-tempered. Whole 
idea is calculated to find a strong 
response among adults. It may 
please kids but primarily it’s for 
adults. And hurrah for that. 

When the news gets around this 
program should start to mean 
something. Meanwhile, Russ Rus- 
sell is announcing nicely and the 
commercial plug copy is happily 
concise and endurable. Land, 


BLANCHE E. CHENOWETH 
Talk 

COMMERCIAL 

WLS, Chicago 

Announcer introduces Miss Chen- 
oweth as an authority on the art 
of letter writing and conveys the 
information that the American 
Stationery Company has assigned 
her to the task of expatiating on 
the subject here. Miss Chenoweth, 
it then develops, has little of an in- 
structive nature to contribute to 
the topic at hand. But she does 
give through a 10-minute monolog 
banter, the impression that if there 
is such an art it can only attain 
it fullest flowering on paper turned 
out by the American Stationery 
Company. 

Copy handed her for reading 
repetitiously refers to the com- 
pany’s ads in the national mags 
and shuws sloppy preparation for 
ether appeal. Nothing to impress 
or remember favorably about the 
Chenoweth diction or voice. 


GEO. SHERBAN’S ENSEMBLE 
Hotel New Yorker 

Sustaining 

WGN, Chicago 

One of the brightest noon hours 
on the air. Sherban must be a 
newcomer, but already he appears 
to be making rapid strides for rec- 
ognition. Coming over the NBC 
network from New York this pro- 
gram is appealing anywhere from 
Kalamazoo to Frisco. 

Sherban’s string ensemble spe- 
cializes in Russian and Gypsy mu- 
sic, not the raucous kind but the 
dreamy, soft variety. Sherban him- 
self executes some nifty fiddling. 
Nothing around the same hour of- 
fering competition either. Follow- 
ing market reports, recipe dis- 
closures, beauty hints and what not 
this sort of musical interlude is 
welcome. Span, 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC RY. 
Dance Music 
COMMERCIAL 

KGFJ, Los Angeles 

Starting, after the expected train 
effect fade-in, with the statement 
that Southern Pacific has requested 
the station to cut announcements 
short, this program iimits itself to 
the average amount of verbiage 
heard on chain programs while 
progressing consistently through 30 
minutes of fair dance music. 

The railway is featuring specials 
in its announcement, current being 
a cent-a-mile rate to any point on 
its lines. 

Not by any means an outstanding 
program, but an unexpected pleas- 
ure on a 24-hour station pleas- 
for revolting spiels, Bang. 


MRS. BLAKE’S RADIO COLUMN 
Talk 
COMMERCIAL 
KYW, Chicago 

One of the horde of morning pro- 
grams given to the retailing of 
recipe and household hints, with the 
sales story of some food article 
bobbing up in the stream of more 
or less informative chatter. Ether 
movitation in this instance carries 
the Crisco label. 
What lifts the Mrs. Blake turn a 
rung or two above its radio sister- 
hood is the tendency to get out of 
the rut of straight culinary patter 
frequently and drag in a femme 
name or the frau of some notable 
for an interview. Last program 
caught (6) had the wife of Phil 
Cook on the stand for the unreel- 
ing of a flock of inside informa- 
tion on the life, tastes and conduct 
of the ether comic. 
Mrs. Cook assured the inquisitor 
that her husband has no easy job 
thinking up a mess of gags for his 
daily shows and described the an- 
tics of a mike mimic in the throes 
of script preparation. Quiz finally 
got around to revealing the Phil 
Cook culinary preferences. It hap- 
pened to be apple pie, with Mrs. 
Cook vouchsafing the recipe, and, 
under none too obstructive prompt- 
ing, making sure to ring in Crisco 
as one of the ingredients. 


HARRY RICHMAN 


Songs 

COMMERCIAL 

WJZ, New York 

It’s a long way Harry Richman 
has traveled since he first appeared 
on the air with N.T.G. on WHN 
about seven years ago. At that 
time he was lucky if he got paid 
for the radio work, as the N.T.G. 
bunch in those days took radio as 
a gag and used to get a great laugh 
out of plastering Sir Joseph Ginz- 
burg with pies. It was good fun in 
those days, but now it’s good busi- 
ness, with the pies a thing of the 
past. 

Richman is now a name, yet on 
this radio appearance he _ used, 
among three songs, one that he 
sang over WHN when 12 compara- 
tive unknown. It was a comedy 
number, titled ‘The Old Man’s 
Whiskers,’ and the best thing Rich- 
man did. Richman opened with 
‘Walkin’ My Baby Back Home’ and 
closed with a ballad. In between 
there were a few short gag moments 
between Richman and the an- 
nouncer. 

As a name Richman is a natural 
guest artist. 


‘MEMORY LANE’ 

Playlet 

COMMERCIAL 

KFI, L. A. 

Similar to the Seth Parker pro- 
gram from the east, except that no 
hymns are sung, ‘Memory Lane’ on 
the NBC coast network has to do 
with the everyday affairs of Goshen 
Center, Ind., in the early ’90’s. Main 
characters are a youngster, Billy 
Smithers, his mother and father, and 
their immediate neighbors. 

Continuity by H. C. Carnett and 
direction by Earl Hodgins. About 
the best in this type of broadcast on 
the coast, appealing to both the 
metropolitan audiences and those 
familiar with the happenings of the 
average small town. 

On the air once weekly minus any 
commercial plug, which is to the 
credit of General Petroleum, which 
pays for it. Call, 


TASTYEAST GLOOMCHASERS 
Budd Hulick and Chase Taylor 
Comedy 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

Hulick and Taylor are a smart 
comedy team, though a bit re- 
miniscent of Sisters of the Skillet. 
These two boys were picked up for 
this commercial from a Buffalo 
station, where they were working 
as sustaining artists after a vaude 
background. CBS claims much of 
their material is ad libbed. 

Whether they lib or not doesn’t 
matter, as long as they get results. 
And they do. Crossfire patter is 
nicely handled, one of the team us- 
ing a semi-stuttering delivery. 


INCENSE and LOTUS BLOSSOMS 
Poetry 
Sustaining 
WFAA, Dallas 

Title should be misleading enough 
to arouse average listener’s curi- 
osity. And, limited to ten minutes, 
should be interesting enough to 
hold. 

Louis Quince, 
actor-director, 
sisted by 


Little theatre 
does the bard, as- 
deep voice, particularly 
adapted. Studio orchestra carries 
Oriental theme throughout, with 
breaks for the verse. Rest depends 
on listener’s imagination. 

This one was intended to give ’em 
a little variety. It does. Rudy. 


RAY CANFIELD’S Hawaiian Boys 
Songs, Instrumental 
COMMERCIAL 

KECA, L. A. 

Usual Hawaiian nasal singers 
sticking to songs of the islands. 
Nothing to make them any different 
from the 100 other Hawaiian outfits 
cluttering the air around here. Ad- 
vertising a cafeteria, they give a 
load of steel guitar between plugs 
for roast beef hash. 

Just another program where they 
talk themselves right off the dial. 
¢ Call. 





GENE AND GLENN 
‘The Early Birds’ 
Songs, Chatter 
COMMERCIAL 
WGN, Chicago 

Owing to the late-sleeping habits 
of ‘Variety’ reviewers, this team has 
up to now escaped a radio report. 
They are bright and cheery and full 
of merriment at the slightly heath- 
enish hour of eight a.m. But hun- 
dreds of thousands of white collar- 
ites just wiping the gum out of 
their eyes and unkinking their 
necks are pursuaded to forget their 
unsatisfied fatigue and take re- 
newed zest in life by the nonsense 
emanating by network from WTAM, 
Cleveland 

Gene and Glenn are an estab- 
lished success at an hour of the day 
when entertainment in any form 
might be presumed to be odious. 
Grunts and monosyllabics are more 
typical of the breakfast hour than 
gags and songs. 

Programs preceding the boys on 
WGN comes from New York and 
bears the sugary title of ‘Cheerio 
Exchange.’ In it NBC does its part 
in making the poor man realize as 
he climbs back into his chains that 
gold after all isn’t everything. One 
has Edgar Guest and the flowers! 
This admonition to patient resigna- 
tion is the nearest approach to phil- 
osophy on tap in America. It’ll have 
to do. Meanwhile, radio may be 
de-grouching the American citizen. 
Thankfully Gene and Glenn are 
not trying to hoodwink the Ameri- 
cano into bogus tranquility but sim- 
ply to hand out a few snickers. In 
that effort they ventriloquilize as 
Jake and Lena, or others, and work 
out a fresco of drollisms, ballads, 
harmony, characterization and topi- 
cal comment. It’s the day’s first 
contact with the world for un- 
counted myriads of the middle west 
and elsewhere, who put the window 
down and the radio on with the 
muscular reflex from throttling the 
alarm clock. 

Quick Quaker Oats with the ac- 
cent on the speed part in what 
Gene and Glenn are selling. It seems 
that oatmeal, that venerable por- 
ridge, fell into disuse because it had 
to be cooked for hours. Then the 
oat syndicate turned hours into 
minutes and the home life of 
America was preserved with the 
propaganda aid of Gene and Glenn. 

‘Variety’ went back to bed after- 
wards. Land. 


HAL and BILL 
Songs 

COMMERCIAL 

WRR, Dallas 

Type of program that appeals to 
the flaps and those with a pash for 
mike publicity. Hal does most of 
the warbling, Bill the pounding. 
Announcer tries to read most of the 
requests for pop tunes, i. e., when 
he isn’t tied up with oatmeal or 
washing machines. Usually Hal 
tries ‘When the Moon Comes Over 
the Mountain,’ at least once. 

Evidently featured on the break- 
fast spot as competish to rival sta- 
tions, for no good reason. However, 
serves its purpose. 

Act is on studio’s payroll, with 
station getting it back through 
series of short plugs for various 
advertisers during pauses. System 
used by WRR on majority of its 
programs. Rudy. 


JERRY JOY—JULIETTE NOVIS 
Orchestra—Songs 

COMMERCIAL 

KFWB, Hollywood 

Jerry Joy and his Morning Melo- 
dists, as they are heralded, do their 
stuff at 11 a. m. for a reducing 
compound, with Juliette Novis as al- 
ternating guest artist. 

She’s the wife of Donald Novis, 
the $5,000 Atwater Kent prize-win- 
ning tenor now at the Cocoanut 
Grove, and is herself possessed of a 
pleasing pop soprano. 

Joy’s is a satisfying small combo, 
a studio-employed unit which fills 
in on demand. Miss Novis is also 
of the KFWB regular staff, shifting 
into commercial periods as_ re- 
quired. Abel. 


PRINCESS TSIANINA 
With Joseph Hasamer 
Sustainin 

WENR, 

This looks like NBC's own idea of 
the kind of entertainment ether 
fans would appreciate around 11 
a.m. What the fans really think 
about it would make another and 
more interesting story. 

In the first place the hour of the 
day is in-between. Princess Tsia- 
nina is tabbed as a real Cherokee 
blueblood and has a deep soprano 
of appreciable quality but what of 
it? Too many good voices around, 
both wandering and wondering. In 
the same category is Joseph Hasa- 
mer, baritene, who shares the 15 
minutes with the Princess. Span. 


CHUCK MANDELL 
Pianolog 
COMMERCIAL 
KFWB, Hollywood 

Chuck Mandell is exemplary of 
the type of radio commercialism 
existent on the coast. He does his 
pianolog on behalf of Richardson's 
music shop, interspersing his songs- 
at-piano and piano solos with spiels 
that ‘you, too, can learn to play’ by 
calling up the music lesson dept. of 
the music store, etc. 

One of those regular a. in. 15- 
minute interludes, no better nor 
worse than the usual marathon of 
jradio plugging. Abel. 





McKESSON MUSICAL MAGAZINE 
Erno Rapee, Fred Hufsmith 
Orchestra, Songs 

COMMERCIAL 

WLS, Chicago 

McKesson & Robbins swing into 
the third consecutive year on NBC 
with Erno Rapee taking over the 
dais assignment. That makes three 
up for the network’s general musi- 
cal director, his baton also doing 
semaphore duty in the Palmolive 
and General Electric programs. 

Of the three the McKesson series 
strikes the lowest common denomi- 
nator of popular appeal. It’s a 
sweet ail-melodic froth whipped up 
for easy digestion, with the ingre- 
dients culled from the simpler and 
better-known compositions of such 
tunesmiths as Herbert, Friml, Kern 
and Youmans. Vocal interludes are 
filed by Fred Hufsmith, a tenor who 
attempts no intricate calesthenics 
with his larynx but depends entirely 
on a robust timbre to get him by. 

Only product given a direct plug 
during the half-hour show is the 
drug manufacturers’ Calox tooth- 
powder. Copy stresses patronage of 
the independent neighborhood pill- 
roller, baiting the drug chains with 
a warning to the listeners against 
being misled by cut prices. It’s just 
a lure to get you into the store, says 
the announcer, 


——— 


IMPERSONATIONS 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

Person or persons doing these 
imitations are not credited either 
during the broadcast or in the 
newspaper program listings. The 
imitations shape up more as a bur- 
lesque than actual attempt to im- 
personate. 

This commercial obviously stages 
the supposed-to-be imitations of 
well known theatrical artists so 
that it can announce that its shoes 
are just as close to more expensive 
patterned shoes. It’s a good idea, 
but doesn’t work out, for the 
vocal imitations are terrible, 

Seems as though one chap is 
used for all. _His first was a Mau- 
rice Chevalier, second a Rudy Val- 
lee and third and last, Al Jolson. 
His Chevalier was a laugh. The 
dialect was more of a heebe dialect 
than French. Vallee impersonation 
terribly overdone, ditto the Jolson. 


TOWN CRIER 
Talk 
COMMERCIAL 
WLS, Chicago 

Not to be confused with the old 
Alex Woolicott ether spasm. Wooll- 
cott peddled book reviews for a 
publishing house. This Town Crier 
program peddles cooking recipes for 
a flour branded with the same label. 
Here is represented the odd spec- 
tacle of a grown son rapturously 
exchanging culinary directions with 
his mother. Might at first hearing 
strike the cognoscenti as a little off 
fluff, but the motif of participation 
passes muster when it is later ex- 
plained that the son works as a 
chemist in the flour mill. Novelty 
of role presentation may surprise 
them at the start, but it’s something 
the housewives can get used to. 

Commercial’s. product is men- 
tioned in every recipe palmed off 
during the mother-son tete-a-tete. 
It’s a twice weekly 10-minute inter- 
lude of strictly kitchen chatter, 
with each of the team showing ac- 
— lingual aptitude for the 
mike, 


JACK MILLER 
Songs 
Sustaining 
WABC, New ork 


Jack Miller is doubling between 
Kate Smith's and these sustaining 
periods. He had quite some vocal 
experience before Miss Smith picked 
him up in Boston some time ago as 
her pianist. Until two or three 
weeks ago Miller was given once- 
in-awhile spotting on WABC during 
morning hours. He did so well that 
CBS gave him three weekly night 
periods of 15 minutes each. 

Miller is coming along, and from 
present appearance may soon be in 
a position to chuck the ivory tin- 
kling and concentrate on his pipes 
alone. He has a pleasing tenor. He 
sings with ease at a slow tempo. 
Ballads predominate. 

Miller has the benefit of the ac- 
companiment of a good orchestra. 
Looks like a comer and _ should 
shape up into a strong vocal draw. 


MARSH DUFFIELD 
Football Talk 
COMMERCIAL 

15 Mins. 

KECA, Los Angeles 


Marsh Duffield, last year’s crack 
U. 8S. C. quarterback, is on the air 
for 15 minutes of football chatter on 
behalf of a local chain of shoe stores 
which avalanche the auditor with a 
sales spiel, addresses of stores, etc., 
until Duffield comes on. By then 
you're weary. 

Duffield was a better gridiron 
threat than an ether treat, ag is 
quickly apparent from his spiel. 

He analyzes the preceding Satur- 
day’s games, especially USC, which 
to the football fan would be com- 
pelling, in view of its authoritative 
source. But for the main it’s just 
one of those things, 

The spieler preceding Duffield 
handicaps with three downs before 





he starts. 


Abel. | 


===; 


BORRAH MINEVITCH 
And Harmonica Rascals 
Rudy Vallee 
COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 


As guest star for Rudy Vallee on 
the Fleischmann broadcast, Borrah 
Minevitch could have been used 
twice as much. His group harmone 
ica instrumentation is a real novelt 
for the air, especially when played 
by mouth organists as accomplished 
as Minevitch’s troupe. 

Harmonica gang was used only 
thrice during this hour period, doing 
one number at each 15-minute in- 
terval. Closing was a flashy ar- 
rangement of ‘Peanut Vendor,’ so 
different as to make that song al. 
most unrecognizable. A fast novelty 
opened, with the second number the 
Russian-Gypsy ‘Black Eyes,’ which 
Minevitch has been featuring in 
vaudevile for a long time. 

These mouth organists are some- 
thing off the beaten path for radio, 


with 


JOLLY TIME REVUE 
Jules Herbuveaux, Fred Waldner 
Orchestra, Songs 
COMMERCIAL 
WLS, Chicago 

American Popcorn returns to the 
ether for another fall and winter 
Sundey evening series, with the en- 
tertainment phase revealing just 
another musical built to NBC stu. 
dio specifications and limitations, 
Program's label is pretentious, but 
all it can lay claim to is a fast but 
ordinary orchestrated flock of dance 
music and a tenor who manages to 
fill the spot acceptably. Nothing to 
beguile particularly the potential 
juve popcorn munchers, but likely 
to hold adult attention for its brief 
15-minute intrusion, if the mood 
is inclined toward jazz music. 

Band carries as drill master Jules 
Herbuveaux, whose local studio al- 
liances dates away back, while Fred 
Waldner, another old mike standby, 
tosses off the vocal interludes, 
Program uncorks one standout pos- 
sibility, and that’s a pianist. who 
goes unbilled. lLatter’s solo bits 
pack an arresting technique and 
fine sense of tonal blending. 


GUS ARNHEIM ORCH. 
Discs 

COMMERCIAL 

KGFJ, Los Angeles 


Gus Arnheim broadcasting from 
the Ambassador’s Cocoanut Grove 
in Los Angeles over KFWB is 
simultaneous with recorded pro- 
grams made at the same spot and 
locally used by the 24-hour sta- 
tion, KGFJ. Recorded programs 
are equal to the actual broadcasts 
of this superior western outfit, but 
this program duplication in the city 
of origin will help neither station. 

Arnheim scrams from the Grove 
Nov. 15 for NBC, but a stack of 
records has been piled up. Regue 
lar soloists, including Loyce Whitee 
man, are included. 

For small station commercial ace 
counts, and built to impress the 
laity with spiels about the ‘fae 
vorites of the stars.’ Bang. 


ADVENTURES OF SHERLOCK 
HOLMES 


Sketch 
COMMERCIAL 
KFI, Los Angeles 


Put on with plenty of class an€ 
with musical buildups between 
scenes, these dramatized Sherlock 
Holmes detective yarns are surefire 
radio material. George Washington 
coffee pays for it over NBC. 

About four people in each proe 
gram. ‘Adventures of Devil's Foot? 
had effective sound effects to suge 
gest a storm. : 

Chief merit of this program is that 
it’s well acted, including the Enge 
lish accents. 

Coffee plugs are worked in withe 
out offense as part of the story, thé 
characters having an_ occasional 
drink of java. 


HILLPOT AND LAMBERT 
Songs 

COMMERCIAL 

WJZ, New York 

Both Billy Hillpot and Scrappy 
Lambert are radio vets. Hillpot's 
last commercial on NBC was with 
Camel. Boys are now sponsored by 
Smith Bros. cough drops, and are 
called in these programs Trade and 
Mark. 

They possess pleasing voices. Only 
break comes around the middle, 
when the orchestra takes the mike 
alone for a few moments. Only one 
solo number used. Otherwise it’s all 
harmony. 

Boys have a snappy style of de 
livery and are as much at home 
with fast novelty numbers as with 
ballads, 


GRANT, GRAHAM and COUGHLIN 
Songs, Talk 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York ; 
Familiar radio type harmony pions 
Attempt at comedy through cree 
fire, but material is weak. Limert 
used here and there, and lend 4 little 
of novelty. . ~ 
Best bet is the warbling. = 
has good voices, blend nicely, ms 
have pleasing harmony arrang® 
ments. Some of the songs are de 
cated to names announced as having 
written in. 
What this trio needs is patter. 
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Concert Stars Shy 


of Lowbrows 


Of Radioland, Prefer Own Field; 
Explains Some Execs Shortcomings 


Radio as a medium is not sought 
and practically not desired by estab- 
Jished concert stars or any of the 
music topnotchers. In their own 
field, concert organization being 
what it is, concert stars have the 
nicest little racket in the world and 
do not wish to spoil their stage 
chances by too frequent appearances 
on the air. 

If a person can sit with his shoes 
off and listen to a concert star over 
the radio quite often, he is not at all 
likely to pay high admission to hear 
the same singer at a concert. Most 
of the repertoires of these artists 
are not large and tlrey prefer going 
from city to city, repeating what 
they know and can do best, rather 
than stretch themselves for the de- 
mands of radio for uncertain re- 
gults. : 

Altogether the reaching of a large 
public and frequent air appearances 
are detrimental to the préstige of 
a concert artist. Their managers 
prefer that they make only one or 
two air appéarances a year. In the 
face of satisfactory fifiancial offers 
radio booking arrangements for 
more frequent appearances are re- 
fused by concert people of note. 
Because the public with which con- 
cert artists have established them- 
selves and which foll#ws them from 
year to year, is a far different one 
from the radio public. Radio ap- 
pearances are quite likely not to 
reach the concert artist’s public at 
all and therefore be of insignificant 
benefit if not of definite detriment 
to the artist. 

The concert public attends recitals 
with the. definite idea that it is of 
the intelligensia, knows what the 
artist is doing, is a judge of quality 
and familiar with kis background of 
study and achievement. Frequently 
this public, which feels that it has 
attained the heights of musical ap- 
preciation, will not tune in on acon- 
cert artist at all, feeling that many 
of the handicaps of tone, loss of 
personality, €tc., which an artist 
may incur over the air prohibit full 
enjoyment. 

Not Appreciative 

As the general radio public is not 
doing any keeping up with the 
Joneses and is not eager to make 
any mental effort at enjoyment, it 
does not ahd cannot appreciate the 
concert artist in the way it is need- 
ful for him to be appreciated. Peo- 
ple listening at random to an ac- 
complished instrumentalist over the 
air do not, even when they can, give 
the right attention or appreciation 
to his technique. Nor can 75% of 
the nublic be expected to be a judge 
of quality. Therefore, the public is 
no more desirous of having the fin- 
est of mifsical talent set at its dis- 
Posal as die the artists of giving it 
to them. 

It would take a long process of 
education to build the finest musical 
talent into radio favorites, and 
neither the advertiser nor the broad- 
casting companies are interested in 
doing this . 

An assured public is all that is 
wanted of a radio artist from the 
cammercial standpoint. Therefore, 
the biggest names in radio are likely 
to remain of the caliber that is 
formed by uneducated public liking. 
That any of these radio artists, built 
up solely by radio, should have any 
real worth at all is largely a matter 
of luck. The sustaining programs 
that Start building artists for the 
alr cannot get fine artists to start 
work on as they will not spend the 
time and take the small salaries 
that ro with building up a radio 
Fep. 

Most of the networks’ artist bu- 
Teau bookers and _ talent pickers, 
“specially at NBC, were from the 
“oncert booking field until the re- 
cent entrance of a few showmen 
nto the radio field. , 
k These execs had little or. no 
ae of anyone but the con- 
“rt type artist. Through their ig- 
manne of pop priced and appealigs 
of es the radio public’s disdain 

“oncert entertainment has the 


Sam feo 
me effect on them as on the con- 
cert 














STATIONS FACE LICENSE 


LOSS FOR SEER HOURS 


Washington, Oct. 19. 

Action against fortune tellers on 
the air is being started by the Fed- 
eral Radio Commission, with two 
cases involving misuse of stations 
slated to be heard. 

In San Francisco, KTAB’s license 
renewal is up for trial because of 
asserted broadcasting not in the 
public interest. Zoro, fortune teller, 
who was barred from most of the 
Southern California stations, is the 
target of attack, charged with using 
station to deliver personal messages 
to private individuals in his fore- 
casting. 

Another case is WCBA, Allen- 
town, Pa., where it is alleged that 
an astrologer has been broadcast- 
ing auestions and answers and 
others have been airing false and 
misleading ads. 


N. Y. Fumbles Chi CBS 
Request; Wrigley’s 10 
P. M. Idea Gummed Up 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 

Somebody in the New York CBS 
office gummed up the booking works 
and now Wrigley Gum, slated to hit 
the ether nationally Nov. 2 with a 
script act, can’t make all that pub- 
licity capital figured on over the 
fact that it was out to buck the 
Amos ’n’ Andy program. Wrigley 
will have to be content to be paired 
with the blackface team on the lat- 
ter’s eastern broadcasts. Cremo, on 
the grill for a switch to a Camel 
Quarter Hour type of show, got in 
before the gum maker and tied up 
on Columbia that 10 o’clock period 
when the opposition shoots A, and 
A. westward. 

Word had been passed along to 
the CBS eastern office to keep the 
7 and 10 o'clock (central time) 
periods clear until the local branch 
closed with Wrigley. Columbia’s 
local sales force didn’t get the 
Wrigley signature until the early 
part of last week, and then it was 
formd New York had disregarded 
the request and assigned the open- 
ing to Cremo Cigar, which was 
dropping Prior's band for Bing 
Crosby. 

Wrigley still has hopes of Cremo 
ceding the coveted spot and going 
through with its original ballyhoo 
campaign. 








Union-Radio Bickering 
In L. A. Gets Nowhere 


Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 

Radio stations’ fight with union 
musicians over the new rate scale 
has been at a standstill since Oct. 
13. At that fime, station managers 
asked for a 30% reduction from the 
present scajJe. “Union had asked for 
an increase amounting to an av- 
erage of $5 more per week per 
man. 

Musicians are now on two weeks’ 
notice until matter is settled. Pres- 
ent contracts run out Nov. 1. 





Japan’s Free Grab 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

On his way back to Japan after 
his tri-annual round-the-world trip 
for new radio info, Yutaka Itow, 
radio engineer for the Broadcasting 
Company of Japan and consulting 
engineer of the Jap ministry 
of communications, Visited Par- 
amount’s KNX locally to inform 
them that the seven Nippon sta- 
tions pick up the KNX Paris Inn 
broadcast nightly from 11 to 12 and 
febroadcast it as an example of 
American air entertainment. 





r arusts, Few are suited to| program reaches Japan at 3 p.m 
adic booking. cf 
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REHEARSAL FEES 


N.A.B. Convention Will 
New Assessment 





Discuss 





Chicago, Oct. 19. 

Movement afoot among stations 
to slap a charge on advertising 
agencies for studio rehearsals will 
come up for open discussion at the 
ninth annual convention of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters 
at Detroit on Oct. 25. 

Other topics slated to get an_air- 
ing during the get-together are 
talent charges, music copyright, na- 
tional and local rates, agency recog- 
nition in the matter of commissions, 
formation of an open time bureau 
or clearing house and rate-making. 


Hide Identity 
Of CBS Tenor 
On NBC Hour 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 

If an advertiser insists strongly 
and long enough, he can get NBC 
to waive its rule against letting en- 
tertainers double from the Colum- 
bia network. That’s what happened 
in the case of Art Jarrett, who filled 
the tenor spot in the Florsheim 
Shoe program on NBC last Friday 
night (16), despite the fact that the 
warbler is hooked up with a flock 
of CBS periods and is being 
groomed for a Columbia star build- 
up. 

Couple of weeks ago the com- 
mercial, after much auditioning, 
picked the following lineup for its 
program: Ferdie Grofe’s band, Doc- 
tors Pratt and Sherman, Jane Fro- 
man and Jack Fulton. Allied Paints 
Group, who also broadcast Fri- 
day nights, subsequently protested 
against the switch of Fulton from 
its program. 

While NBC was scouting areund 
for a tenor to sub, the Music Cor- 
poration cf America submitted Jar- 
rett’s name to Harry Florsheim. 
Latter asked the network to arrange 
an audition for Jarrett in one of its 
studios here. NBC's execs didn’t 
like it, but the Columbia warbler 
got the audition anyway. 


Florsheim expressed himself as 
pleased, came to terms with MCA 
and asked the NBC production de- 
partment to spot the boy into the 
program. Chain’s execs demurred, 
pointing out that it was against the 
company’s policy to mix the oppo- 
sition’s talent with its own. They 
tried to prevail upon Florsheim to 
hold off for a while longer, assuring 
him they would find a tenor in their 
own ranks to satisfy him. 

Florsheim Knows 

Shoe distributor retorted that he 
knew what he wanted and the war- 
bler he had picked and who was go- 
ing into the Florsheim show, or else, 
was the self-same Jarrett. NBC 
finally admitted that it didn’t have 
available a tenor of status equal to 
Jack Fulton, and agreed to let Jar- 
rett be slipped into the production 
if his name wasn’t mentioned. Flor- 
sheim at first rejected the compro- 
mise, but, realizing that the broad- 
cast date was drawing near, later 
consented to have Jarrett anony- 
mously billed as ‘The Florsheim 
Tenor,’ 

Jarrett’s contract with Florsheim 
is on a week to week basis. War- 
bler has been scheduled to leave for 
New York Oct. 28 and put himself 
in the hands of the CBS staff there 
for the promised build-up. 


May Move WHN 


Loews may move WHN. Now its 
atop the Loew’s State theatre build- 
ing at 45th street and Broadway. 

The move to switch broadcasting 
spots comes after an investigation 
by the execs as to whether WHN 
gets out of the Times Square dis- 
trict. The trouble is said to arrive 
from the many steel buildings in the 
vicinity of the WHN antenna. 

The station may be moved over 
to Palisades Park, Jersey, where 
another Loew's, WPAP, resides. 

















OWEN QUITS WJAS 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 19. 
Frances Owen, senior announcer 
at WJAS, resigned last week over 
reported differences with the studio. 


Owen is the second senior an- 
nouncer in local stations to leave 
within a month. Lou Kaufman of 


first, 


KDKA was the 





EX-MINISTER BEHIND 
PARKER’S ONE-NITERS 


Dr. James Wright, former minis- 
ter and secretary of the Federated 
Churches of Cleveland, has tiirned 
showman. He's in on Seth Parker’s 
personal appearance barnstorming 
trip as a guarantor of 10 one-night 
stands. 

The Dr. picked Erie, Cleveland, 
Canton, Dayton, Cincinnati, Colum- 
bus, Youngstown, Sandusky, Akron 
and Toledo, all in Ohio, excepting 
Erie, as his towns, and is guaran- 
teeing Parker $1,500 per stop, from 
reports. 

Parker's current 
NBC, will take him into December 
on one-nighters mostly, with the 
$1,500 understood to be average for 
the ether revivalist. In his opening 
week (last week), Parker, accord- 
ing to box office reports, drew sat- 
isfactorily in towns where his NBC 
broadcasts are received locally, but 
n.s.g. where not well known on the 
air. 


trip, booked by 


Parker’s traveling overhead is 
low. About 10 Mm the troupe, ali 
doubling in the personals and in 


broadcasts where the latter are pos- 
sible. 


$200 Per Watt Is 
CBS’ High Price for 
Strategic Location 





Chicago, Oct. 19. 

Latest Columbia buy in the mid- 
west is the Cincinnati 1000-watter, 
WKRC. Purse of $200,000 passed 
hands in the deal, with the major 
part of this going to Sam Pickard, 
one of the network’s own vice- 
presidents and a former member of 
the Federal Radio Commission. 

High price paid for the station 
was due to the strategic position it 
holds in Cincinnati, It was the 
only full time outlet of appreciable 
power in that area not hooked up 
with NEC. Of the town’s four sta- 
tions, WLW, 50,000 watts and 
WSAIT, 500 watts, are affiliated with 
CBS’ opposition, while WFBE is 
limited to 250 watts to local sunset 
and 100 watts thereafter. 

On the receiving end with Pick- 
ard was John Boyd, Chicago lawyer, 
frequently active before the Federal 
Radio Commission. Boyd used his 
cut on the WKRC sale to buy an 
interest into local station WIBO. 

Other stations openly known as 
being controlled by Columbia are 
WABC, New York, KMOX, St. 
Louis, WCCO, Minneapolis-St. Paul, 
and WBBM, Chicago. 

Columbia may ask the Federal 
commish for increased wattage for 
WERC. 





Roxy Orch’s CBS Shift 
With Comm. Privileges 


Roxy theatre orchestra’ shifts 
from NBC to CBS beginning Nov. 
1 for certain half-hour broadcasts 
as a sustaining program with com- 
mercial privileges and a 57-station 
hookup on Sunday nights. Contract 
basis. 

Change comes after a long period 
as a first feature on NBC, with new 
deal climaxing series of grievances 
entertained by the Roxy theatre 
management over NBC treatment of 
late, 

Deal was negotiated by Charles 
Kurzman on behalf of the Roxy 
and D. Klauber for CBS, latter as- 
sistant to Charles Paley, CBS pres- 
ident. 

Maurice Baron, Roxy theatre 
baton wielder, will lead the orches- 
tra over the air, also. 





Westinghouse Denies 


Report that Westinghouse would 
release control of its stations RDKA, 
Pittsburgh; WEZ, Boston; WRBZA, 
Springfield, Mass., and KYW, Chi- 
cago, to NEC, was denied by F. A. 
Merrick, president. , 

Westinghouse has no intention of 
divesting itself of the ownership, 
operation or control of the stations, 


lit says. 
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CBS, Stymied in Chi, Forced to 
Pay WGN $260,000 for 3 Hours; 
NBC-CBS Programs Crazily Mixed 


Oct. 19 


Chicago, 
Station WGN’s affiliation with the 
Columbia 


Broadcasting System, 


which goes into effect Nov. 1, 
guarantees the ‘Tribune’ outlet an 
income of $260,000 a year from that 
source alone. Local broadcasting 


circles hold it to be the stiffest fig- 
ure yet involved in a time-buying 
transaction between a station and 
a network. 

Contract consummated between 
the pair last week has Columbia 
carded to pay WGN $5,000 weekly 
for a minimum of 18 hours and a 
maximum of 21 hours. Although it 
is stipulated that the spotting of 
the chain's commercial shows will 
be restricted to the evening hours of 
from six to nine, the stations won't 
make any bones about carrying on 
occasional afternoon CBS program 
if a niche can’t possibly be made 
available on WEBM or WJJD, the 
network’s other Chicago release 
sourees, 

Despite the WGN alliance and the 
price paid for it, Columbia hasn’t 
entirely solved the dilemma it found 
itself in when the National Broad- 
casting Company stepped in six 
wecks ago and bought up WMAQ, 
the ‘Daily News’ outlet and the op- 
position’s most important local af- 
filiate. Even with the three evening 
hours available to it under the con- 
tract, CBS, when No. 1 rolls around, 
won't be able to switch the Barbasol 
thrice weekly program from WMAQ 
to WGN, 

Barbasol Stranded 

Though reluctant about the whole 
thing, NBC has consented to let Co- 
lumbia corttinue the Barbasol show 
on WMAQ—at least through the 
month of November. It is figured 
that by that time WGN will be ina 
position to manipulate its sched- 
ule so that the CBS orphan can be 
housed. 

At the same time NBC will be 
faced ‘with the disagreeable situa- 
tion of being forced to go on feed- 
ing WGN with two of its commer- 
cial programs. These are the Little 
Orhpan Annie and the Clare, Lu 'n 
Em scripts, both getting six shots 
a week. Trib outlet is the owner of 
both acts and the advertisers, Wan- 
der-Ovaltine and Supersuds, re- 
spectively, made their contracts 
through WGN. Latter not only re- 
fuses to release its script rights to 
the program but insists upon going 
through with the individual station 
time contracts it has with the com- 
mercials, 

As a self protection, NBC will show 
carry the Orphan Annie show on 
WENR and the other script act on 
KYW. Similar situation currently 
prevails in connection with the 
Amos ’n’ Andy broadcast, which is 
spotted on both WMAQ and WENR. 
When the Daily News gave up its 
contract rights to the blackface 
team, deal provided that it continue 
to carry the act, with NBC desig- 
nating WENR, as the ‘standby 
station” On assuming direct op- 
eration of WMAQ Nov. 1, the net- 
work will restrict the local release 
of Amos ’n’ Andy to the 50,000- 
watter, WENR. 

During its association with NBC, 
the Trib station has never carried 
more than three daily and eight 
weekly network programs. Only 
daily show that will have to be 
switched at the end of the month 
is the Stebbins Brothers, while the 
NBC weekly commercials due for 
transfer are General Motors, House- 
hold Finance, A. & P. Gypsies, 
Palmolive, Voice of Firestone, 
Fleischmann, Florsheim annd Sher- 
lock Holmes (Washington Coffee). 


2,000-Mile Hookup 


San Francisco, Oct. 19. 

Longest direct remote control to 
one station yet effected was car- 
ried out for last week’s Minnesota- 
Stanford game when WCCO, Min- 
neapolis, was piped directly to the 
Stanford grounds for the game. The 
2,000-mile hookup was for WCCO 
only, a Minneapolis firm sponsoring 
the event. 

Local details were handled by 
KFRC of the Columbia chain, of 
which WCCO 1s also a member. 
Walter Bunker, Jr., described the 
tussle, 
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N. Y. Music Climb 
Didn't Arrive: 
Chi-L.A. Better 
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SEPTEMBER MUSIC SURVEY 


THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS GATHERED FROM THE REPORT, 
OF SALES MADE DURING SEPTEMBER BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISK DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 
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6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 


Taw r a ple . > ‘ 
New York, Oct. 18. Reported by Leading Jobbers 

Expected advance in sales during 
September failed to materialize. In 
fact last month was a bit slower 
than August, according to reports 
of the publishers. It was a preity 


dead month for the trade. 





NEW YORK 

‘When the 
Mountain’ 

‘Sweet and Lovely’ 


CHICAGO 


Moon Comes 


LOS ANGELES 


‘Many Happy Returns of the Day’ 

















1—SONG Moon ‘When the 
Mountain’ 


‘Many Happy Returns of the Day’ 


Comes Over Over the 





2—SONG ‘When the 
Mountain’ 

‘Sweet and Lovely’ 

‘t Apologize’ 

‘Who Am 1?’ 

‘Was It Wrong?’ 


Moon Comes Over the 


Robbins was about the only pub- 
lisher with no complaint, having 
the Nos. 1 and 2 among the best 
sellers. One was ‘Moon Over The 
Mountain’ for the third consecutive 
month, with ‘Sweet and Lovely’ ris- 
ing swiftly and on ‘Moon’s’ heels. 

Witmark’s ‘Many Happy Returns 
Of The Day’ is holding the same 
berth as the previous survey, No. 3. 
Famous’ ‘Just One More Chance,’ 
duece for August, slipped to No. 
5 in September. Berlin's ‘Love Let- 
ters In The Sand,’ authored by 
Nick Kenny columnist, holds the 
fourth spot. Sixth is DeSylva’s ‘I 
Apologize,” which earned that berth 
by a rapid climb during the last 
two weeks. 

A number of strong sellers gave 
‘Apologize’ a battle and barely lost 
out. They were Berlin's ‘Me,’ Joe 
Morris’s ‘Just A Dancing Sweet- 
heart,’ Remick’s ‘Shine On Harvest 
Moon’ and Mills Music's ‘Star Dust.’ 


Usual lack of increased activity in 
disc sales. 





3—SONG 
4—SONG 
5—SONG 
6—SONG 


‘Many Happy Returns of the Day’ 
‘Love Letters in the Sand’ 

‘Just One More Chance’ 

‘Il Apologize’ 


‘Sweet and Lovely’ 
‘Me’ 

‘Just One More Chance’ 
‘| Don’t Know Why’ 
































3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers 


Side responsible for the major saies only are reported. 


sales, both 


Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for the 
sides are mentioned: 





BRUNSWICK—No. 1 
BRUNSWICK—No. 2 


‘Just One More Chance’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘Many Happy Returns,’ ‘At Your Com- 
mand’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘I'm Through with Love’ (Bing Crosby) 
‘Do the New York’ (Casa Loma Orch.) 


‘Star Dust‘ (Bing Crosby) Ro 
‘it’s the Girl’ (Boswell Sis.) a 
Com 
strar 
in H 
here 
ing 


‘Dancing in the Dark’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘Me,’ ‘Sweet and Lovely’ (Ben Bernie 
Orch.) 


‘Many Happy Returns’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘You Can‘t Stop Me From Loving You’ 
(Abe Lyman Orch.) 


‘How Long Blues’ (Red Nichols Orch.) 








BRUNSWICK—No. 3 
BRUNSWICK—No. 4 


‘Fan It’ (Red Nichols Orch.) 
‘At Your Command’ (Bing Crosby) 








BRUNSWICK—No. 6 ‘Minnie the Moocher’ 


Orch.) 
‘It’s the Girl’ (Boswell Sis.) 


(Cab Calloway ‘Me’ (Ben Bernie Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 6 ‘Just a Dancing,’ ‘Sweetheart’ (Regent 


‘1 Found a Million Dollar Baby’ (Bing 
Club Orch.) 


Crosby) 








Chi Tunes Bunched CCOLUMBIA—No. 1 
Chicago, Oct. 18. 

No important business change in 
the music line for September, with 
trade managing to hold the increase 
which developed towards the close 
of August. ‘Moon’ still leading, by 4 
large margin. ‘Many Happy Re- 
turns’ moved up, pushing ‘Million 
Dollar Baby’ off the major list into 
eighth position, just behind ‘I Apol- 
ogize,” which came up out of no- 
where. For the first time in months, 
the local smack, ‘Waltz You Saved 
For Me,’ is off. 

Excepting the two leaders, the 
tunes are bunched, with little to 
choose from the sales of the dozen 
best sellers. 

Discs are spotty and hit numbers 
showing a tendency to drop away 


‘Sweet and Lovely,’ ‘Begging for Love’ 
(Guy Lombardo Orch.) 

‘Good for Nothing But Love,’ ‘I’m Fall- 
ing in Love’ (Ruth Etting) 

‘Shine On, Harvest Moon’ (Ethel Wa- 
ters) 


‘Me,’ ‘Slow But Sure’ (Knickerbockers) 


‘Now That You’re Gone’ 
bardo Orch.) 


‘Now That You’re Gone’ (Ruth Etting) 


‘Sweet and Lovely’ 
Orch.) 


‘Slow But Sure’ (Knickerbocker Orch.) 


(Guy Lombardo (Guy Lome 





COLUMBIA—No. 2 





COLUMBIA—No. 3 ‘When the Moon Comes 
Mountain’ (Kate Smith) 

‘Many Happy Returns of the Day’ 
(Ipana Troub.) 

‘When the Moon Comes Over 
Mountain’ (Radiolites Orch.) 

‘| Found a Million Dollar Baby’ (Paul 
Specht Orch.) 


the| ‘River Stay Away From My Door” 
(Ethel Waters) 

‘Sweet and Lovely’ 
Orch.) 


‘Dallas Blues’ (Ted Lewis Orch.) 


Over 








COLUMBIA—No, 4 (Guy Lombardo 








‘I’m All Dressed Up With a Broken 
Heart’ (Ted Lewis Band) 


‘When the Moon Comes Over the 
Mountain’ (Kate Smith) 


COLUMBIA—No. 6 the 








‘Me’ (Knickerbockers) 


COLUMBIA—No. 6 














‘Sweet and Lovely’ (Gus Arnheim 


Orch.) 
‘Love Letters in the Sand’ (Ted Black 
Orch.) 


Arnheim ‘Thrill Is Gone,’ ‘My Song’ (Rudy Vale 


lee Orch.) 

‘Lady of Spain’ (London Mayfair 
Orch.), ‘Why Dance?’ (Rudy Vallee 
Orch.) 


‘Life is a Bowl of Cherries,’ ‘This Is 
the Missus’ (Rudy Vallee Orch.) 


‘Sweet and Lovely’ (Gus Arnheim 
Orch.) 


‘Sweet and Lovely’ (Gus 


Orch.) 
‘This Is the Missus,’ ‘Life Is Like a 
Bowl of Cherries’ (Rudy Vallee Orch.) 


VICTOR—No. 1 





VICTOR—No. 2 





Can't Write the Words’ 
Hamp Orch.) 


‘Sweet and Lovely,’ ‘You Call It Mad- 
ness’ (Russ Columbo) 


‘At Your Command,’ ‘Just One More} ‘i (Johnny 
Chance’ (Gus Arnheim Orch.) 


‘Dancing in the Dark’ (Waring’s Penns.) 


ViCTOR—No. 3 








VICTOR—No. 4 











quickly. Victor’s ‘puzzle record’ is 
off after a month of good trade for 
the novelty. Vocals, with radio reps, 
are beginning to show strength, 
causing lists to hold two or more 
hit records of the same tune, pro- 
viding outlets for both band and 
warble discs. 


L. A. Still Climbing 
Los Angeles, Oct. 18, 

Sheet music still on the upgrade, 
climbing slowly, with the No, 1 
song hitting around 1,000 weekly in 
town. Local tunes, with intensive 
plugging, are stimulating business 
at counters, 

Disk sales also a little better with 
Victor topping the list. Columbia's 
pop catalog trails the rest, but its 
standard platters are selling. 


Three-Station Hookup 
In L. A. Awaits FRC Okay 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 


Aiming to broadcast programs 
simultaneously over three local sta- 
tions, the V. G. Freitag organiza- 
tion has taken over operation of 
KMPC. Freitag has been running 
KMTR and KMCS for’ Frank 
Daugherty on a percentage basis. 

Daily overhead for the three sta- 
tions is figured by Freitag at 
$1,250. He is submitting his idea 
for ccmplete coverage at a minimum 
cost for talent to the Federal Radio 
Commission for a ruling. 








STORE BUYS WPRO 


Providence, Oct. 19. 


Cherry & Webb, Providence, de- 
partment store assumed manage- 
ment Oct, 16 of WPRO, Providence 
station. 

Edward Mar is the new director. 

Robert Stone is the station direc- 
tor, with Ed Marr and Ed Heyward 
assistants. Marr will also an- 
nounce, 





Jack Crawford's band replaces the 
Sonny Brooks combo at George Ol- 
sen’s night club at Culver City, Cal., 
Oct. 232 








VICTOR—No. 6 ‘Moon 


Orch.) 


‘Without That Gal’ 


Comes Over the Mountain,’ 
{Leo Reisman 


‘Life Is Just a Bowl of Cherries,’ ‘This 
ls the Missus’ (Rudy Vallee Orch.) 


‘Sweet and Lovely,’ ‘You Call It Mad- 
ness’ (Russ Columbo) 








‘| Love 





VICTOR—No. 6 





Louisa’ (Leo Reisman Orch.) 


‘It’s the Girl’ (Leo Reisman Orch.) 





‘Me,’ ‘What Is It?’ (Hi-Hatters Orch.) 











ORDERED OFF AIR, WIBO 
FIGHTING FED. COMMISH 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 


Counsel for the owners of WIBO 
here, whose wave length has just 
been assigned to WJKS, Gary, Ind., 
is slated to get today (19) a tempo- 
rary injunction from the District 
of Columbia court of appeals re- 
straining the Federal Radio Com- 
mission from putting the transfer 
order into effect. Commission is not 
expected to contest the court order, 
but leave it to the two stations to 
fight it out between themselves. 
Legai issues involved will likely 
keep the case dragging through the 
courts for the next 12 months. 


Commission’s ruling not only 
eliminates WIBO from the air but 
the latter’s channel sharer, WPPC, 
operated about 12 hours a week by 
the North Shore Church, Chicago. 
Ralph Atlass, owner of WJKS, had 
contended that Indiana didn’t have 
the broadcasting facilities coming 
to it under the pro rata law, while 
Illinois was over 10 units, or that 
number of 1,000-watts stations op- 
erating full time, above its quota. 
It was on the basis of this ar- 
gsument that the commission award- 
ed him the rights to the WIBO.- 
WPPC channel, reversing the rec- 
ommendation of its chief field ex- 
aminer, Ellis A. Yost, that Atlass 
be turned down. Main fire of the 
WIBO battery will be directed at 
the validity of the pro-rata setup, 
with the commission as interested 
as the pucrties concerned in having 
the quota rule tested in the courts. 


Angles 


Also affected by the commission's 
decision is Western Television Cor- 
poration’s station W9XAO, operating 
a daily schedule out of the WIBO 
studios and in conjunction with the 
WIBO sound broadcasts Latter sta- 





tiom only list week filted up a 


{ 
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WGBS Hearst’s 4th 


W. R. Hearst’s takeover of 
WGBS, New York, Dailey Pask- 
man’s station, awaits sanction of 
the Federal Radio Commission. 
WGBS is a part-time station oper- 
ating on 1,180 kilos. Up to last year 
it was on about 550 kilos, but was 
ruled to a lower wave length by 
the commission when WMCA, on 
570 kilos, complained of interfer- 
ence, 

Clark Kinnard, head of the 
Hearst Radio Service, declares that 
Hearst does aot contemplate organ- 
izing a network and assured NBC 
and CBS of that. 

WGBS will make a total of four 
stations operated by Hearst. The 
publisher also has WCAE, Pitts- 
burg; WIFN, Milwaukee, and 
KYW, Chicago. Latter is owned by 
Westinghouse, but is under lease 
to the Chicago ‘Herald-Examiner,’ 
Hearst newspaper. 





Playa Del Ensenada, Ensenada, 
Mex., has engaged the Aron Gon- 
zales band for the winter season, 
starting Dec. 1. 





studio in the Chicago Theatre build- 
ing to provide for a downtown pick- 
up of some of its sustaining pro- 
grams. 

WIBO's transmitter, shooting 
1,590 watts up to sunset and 1,000 
thereafter, is located 16 miles out 
of Chicago, while the WJKS trans- 
mitter is 30 miles away. Atlass fig- 
ures on installing a studio in Chi- 
cago and picking up a considerable 
number of his programs here and 
relaying them by wire to the Gary 
transmitter. Acquisition of the 
WIBO wave assignment greatly in- 
creases the marketing value of his 
commercial programs. Atlass also 
owns and operates WLAP, Louis- 
ville 








AMOS AND ANDY’S FIRST 
OPPOSISH—WRIGLEY 


Wrigley goes on CBS five nights 
weekly, starting Nov. 2, in opposi- 
tion to Amos ’n’ Andy. Wrigley 1s 
the first CBS commercial to contract 
for time opposing the blackface 
team on NBC, 


Wrigley is reported to have ap- 
propriated $1,500,000 for the broad- 
casts, taking the entire CBS hook- 
up. Commercial will use a back- 
stage series of skits which will fea- 
ture two chorus girls. 

Broadcasts will originate from 
Chicago. 





XED in Old Monterrey 
Dallas, Oct. 19. 
XED, Mexico’s ace broadcaster, 
situated at Reynosa, across the Rio 
from McAllen, Tex., is moving to 
Monterrey. Will Horwitz, Houston 
exhib, is the station’s new owner. 


Figured that Monterrey has bet- 
ter location as biz and resort cen- 
ter. McAllen merchants raised a 
big kick and got up a formal com- 
plaint. 





Serwer on ’Leggers 


Sam Serwer, head of exploitation 
and publicity for Warner publishers, 
goes on the road this week to ad- 
dress all Warner departments and 
theatre managers regarding the 
bootleg song sheet evil. 

Serwer will be gone about 10 days. 





Itallan Hour 

NBC will stage an all-Italian 
broadcast for Russ Columbo Oct. 
23. Salvatore Pino, director of the 
Italian-Ameérican newspaper ‘ll 
Progresso,’ will introduce Columbo 
to Italian listeners in his native 
tongue, 

Columbo will sing only Italian 
numbers that night. 





Advertising on Air 
Is Not Soliciting, 
Says N. Y. Court 


In a lengthy opinion, Magistrate 
Edward Weil in West Side Court, 
ruled that the charge of soliciting 
business over the air by the Inter- 
national Broadcasting Corporation 
in New York for the Union Mutual 
Life Insurance Co; of Des Moines 
was lacking. 


A summons was obtained against 
the corporation by Josiah L. Wood, 
chief of complaint bureau of the 
State Insurance Dept.. The action 
was alleged that on Nov. 29, 1930, 
the broadcaster violated the in- 
surance laws by soliciting business 
over station WLB, New York. 


Magistrate Weil directed that 
briefs be submitted. His decision is 
in favor of the broadcasting com- 
pany. 

Magistrate Weil said that the 
broadcaster had used the air to ad- 
vertise and not solicit. It was al- 
leged the broadcasting company re- 
ceived a third of the premiums. 
Talk on the air told of the cheap 
rates offered by the insurance com 
pany. 





Grocers Back Nov. 17 
Chicago, Oct. 19. 

Independent Grocers’ Alliance re 
turns to the ether Nov. 17 for a 1% 
week run over a Columbia link of 
26 stations. Two weekly musical 
programs, originating from the net- 
work's local WBBM studios, will be 
used to tell the houvewives about 
the IGA brand of canned and pack 
aged goods. 

Commercial hasn't decid 
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of 750,000 Sheets 
Sold in 3 Wks. Through 
10c Newsstand Outlets 


American News has completed the 
jnitial distribution of the Song Hit 
Guild’s 10c. sheet music on its 
gtands, started four weeks ago. It 
needed four weeks to place the mu- 
gic on the 1,150 stands. Total of 
750,000 distributed by 


American. 

American News reports from 100 
dealers, among the first to get the 
10c. music, showed that 38% of the 
music was sold within three weeks. 

American News has 70,000 out- 
jets, but Song Hit Guild doesn’t 
want to place its music on any but 
indoor counters. The number will 
be judged by the demand for the 
music. 

In a month the American News 
will place the 10c. music on 1,000 
more stands, giving Song Hit Guild 
a total outlet of 2,150 stands or 
more, exclusive of the music trades, 
which Richmond- Mayer is handling. 





sheets 





Brice Regrabbed 


Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 

Robert Brice, alias Martin Jacobs, 
who was held in Las Cruces, New 
Mexico, for the California Labor 
Commission on the charge of 
stranding 10 Los Angeles musicians 
in Houston, Texas, was rearrested 
here on the same charge, after try- 
ing to hire Sam Cull’s orchestra 
for a similar trip. . 

Cull read the story in ‘Variety’ 
Sept. 29 telling of Brice’s trouble 
and communicated with George 
Marvin, one of the strandees. With 
policemen, they met Brice, who is 
now out on $150 bail, with a trial 
set for Nov. 9. 





Arranging Pit Bands 


Edward Paul, pinch-hitting con- 
ductor from Publix’s home office, 
has gone to Birmingham to re-ar- 
range the pit orchestra. He will 
similarly contact Atlanta. 

In both spots Publix has a book- 
ing arrangement for vaude. 

Reports that Paul’s assignment 
south may mean restitution of those 
spots to presentation stage shows 
by Publix are denied at the h. o. 
The will continue with RKO yaude, 
it is said. 





Tex in Chicago 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 

Texas Guinan opens at the Planet 
Mars Oct. 23. It’s a loop nite spot, 
opposite the Palace theatre, operat- 
ed for a few weeks a year ago. 
Dark since that time. 

Harry Viola, former theatre ticket 
broker, and Leo Nelson, are pro- 
moters of the new venture. 

Miss Guinan is in on percentage 
find a guarantee. 





Petrillo Loses Son 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 

Lester Petrillo, 13, son of James 
C. Petrillo, president of the Chicago 
Federation of Musicians, died Sat- 
urday (17) from a bone infection 
in his hand as the result of a foot- 
ball game. 

Lad was one of four Petrillo chil- 
dren. 














East and West 


Hollywood, Oct. 19 
Some of the local tune 
writers are forming the Rocky 
Mountain Song Writers’ Pro- 
tective Assn. to keep eastern 
tunesmiths from encroaching 
on their territory. Willie Ras- 
kin, president, says that the 
Rockies and everything west 

belongs to local composers. 
if the 





New York writers 
Start cutting in, Raskin threat- 
ens he'll issue an order for the 


wild west boys to start writing 
songs about the Catskills. 
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NBC MUSIC MOVE 


Shields General Band Contractor— 
Approved by Chi Federation 





Chicago, Oct. 19. 

Under an arrangement approved 
by the Chicago Federation of Musi- 
cians, Leroy Shields, recently named 
general musical director of NBC 
here becomes general contractor for 
all NBC bands. He is guaranteed 
$300 weekly, and will have authority 
over Ferdie Grofe, Harry Kogan and 
Morgan Eastman, NBC staff con- 
ductors, who are each guaranteed 
$250 a week. 

Eastman is also assistant to gen. 
mgr. Miles Trammell. Shields’ im- 
mediate superior is Clarence Lenser, 
production mer. 


Old and New 


Cotton Club new show 
Sunday (18) with same cast 
Cab Calloway music. 

Russian Arts restaurant’s new 
floor show has Sascha Leonoff, 





opened 
and 


Mischa Markoff and Russian or- 
chestra. 

Bob Lightner and orchestra 
opened Saturday night (17) at 
Nixon hotel, Pittsburgh. 

Russ Colombo has opened his 
own office to handle correspond- 
ence, 

Lew Conrad went before NBC 


mike from Statler hotel, Boston, for 
first time Wednesday (14). 

Harriett Degoff started with ‘Ra- 
dio Roundup’ over CBS. wire 
Thursday night (15) on first com- 
mercial. 

Ola Jungle Club is slated for 
opening probably Oct. 31, with new 
name. Opening depends on biz 
done by old Lido downstairs, which 
riay warrant reopening former hot 
spot. 

Bozo Lawrence’s orchestra play- 
ing at the Ramona club, Rens- 
selaer, N. Y. 

Verla Vaughn, Chi. night club 
dancer in town to study new rou- 
tines. 

Johnny Hudgins will stick with 
Irving Mills’ Blue Rhythm Band. 
Salary diff. fixed. 

Gypsy Markoff playing dinner 
hour at St. Moritz, supper at Rus- 
sian Arts, and A. M. program at 
Barney’s in Village. 

Madeline Hardy, Calif. radio girl 
who opened KFI on coast 10 years 
ago, has been given a sustaining 
on WOR, 

Rosalind Conrad 
clothes hour on WOR. 

Paul Haakon, Russian dancer, at 
Russian Arts as single. 

Michel’s Plantation, old Club Ala- 
bama, reopened. Fess Williams’ 
band. 

Leon Belasco opens at the Em- 
bassy Club, east side, Nov. 2. 
Belasco has had the ‘Leviathan’ job 
for the past two years, and has 
been kept out of New York by Her- 
man Bernie for build-up. Club will 
use CBS wire. 

Receivers are reopening the Villa 
Vallee on 60th street, New York, 
Oct. 21 as the Villa Venice. The 
place original used Vallee’s name 
through his interest in the operation. 

Neil Golden’s orchestra at the 
Villa Venice, New York. 


with Roxy 





Ted Healy Scrams 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 
‘Crazy Quilt,’ Ted 
Healy didn’t last a week at the 
Embassy cafe, under the Planters 
hotel. Healy walked after the fifth 
night, pocketing his $1,000 guaran- 
tee, which he collected in advance, 
and forgot about the per cent on 
couverts. 

Sol Wagner’s band also quit the 
Embassy after being in and out of 
the place the past several months. 
Cellar place is taking it on the chin, 
but still hopeful. It’s staying open 
Frankie Quartell’s orchestra 
show. 


Doubling from 





Society’s 10% Tax Rate 
For Hotel Room Radios 
When Service Is Extra 


Hotels with rooms equipped with 
radios and which charge for the 
radio service, will be taxed 1°% of 
whatever they receive through the 
radio service charge, the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers has decided, 

First hotel 
radios in rooms on that basis is the 
new Waldorf-Astoria, New York. It 
has over 1,000 rooms with radios, 
and invested $50,000 in installations. 
Waldorf charges $1 the first day for 
the radio service, 50c a day there- 
after, $10 a month and $60 a year. 

For hotels that do not charge for 
the radio service, the American So- 
ciety has set a rate of 50c per month 
per rooms where the radio receiver 
is installed by the hotel. In no 
event is the society’s tax of 10% for 
hotels which charge to be less than 
50c per room. 

The society was granted the right 
to license hotels equipped with 
radios by the Federal Court. 


Bruns. Appealing Australia 
Court Order to Liquidate 


Application of D. Davis & Co., 
Ltd., Australian publishers, for the 
Australian courts to liquidate the 
firm of Brunswick-Australia, Ltd., 
has been granted, according to a 
cabled report. Brunswick has taken 
an appeal in the attempt to stop 
liquidation proceedings. 

D. Davis started the liquidation 
proceedings against Brunswick on a 
claim of mismanagement. Bruns- 
wick was formed by Brunswick- 
Balke-Collender, with Davis to han- 
dle Brunswick products in Australia 
and New Zealand. When Warner 
took over the musical division of 
B-B-C, it acquired the rights of 
Brunswick-Australia, Ltd. 

Davis charged that Brunswick had 
control of Brunswick, Ltd., having 
three directors to Davis’ two. Pub- 
lishers also contended under Bruns- 
wick and Warner the firm was los- 
ing money. 

In the U. S., Abeles & Green are 
handling an action for D. Davis to 
recover $1,000,000 from Warner for 
damages to Brunswick, Ltd., under 
the same charges, and for dividends 
due for the past year, which War- 
ner guaranteed, it is alleged. 











DIRECTING FROM BRIG 


John Karcel Managing Affairs While 
Appealing Liquor Fine 








St. John, N. B., Oct. 19. 

John Karcel, director of the 
White Star orchestra, was arrested 
during a raid on the River Ryan 
dance hall, New Waterford, N. &., 
by provincial police. Karcel was 
playing his violin when the police 
broke up the dancing, and arrested 
the orchestra leader. 

Karcel was lodged in a cell and 
charged with having liquor in a 
place other than private property. 
He had been operating the dance 
hall and using the orchestra there 
nightly. Seizure Was made of a 
quantity of beer and wine. Karcel 
was fined $200 and given a month in 
jail. He appealed the verdict to 
the county court. 

In the meantime, he has been 
managing the dance hall and or- 
chestra. 





Olsen on % 


George Olsen’s band goes into the 
Club Richman, New York, Oct. 16, 
under a guarantee against a per- 
centage of the gross of both the 
Club Richman and a ncw private 
club which Lou Schwartz will open 
upstairs, 

First floor will be operated as a 
private club. There wiil be no floor 
show in the Richman, although the 





club will use entertainers. 
SILVERS PRO MGR 
Abner Silver is with Jack Mills 
Musie as professional manager 


Silver will continue writing also. 





licensed to use the} 





Not Enough Musicians 





Syracuse, Oct. 19. 
Local music house thinks 
there are not enough bands 
and orchestras in town. So 
it’s offering free instruments— 


any kind—to those who will 
learn to play them. 
Only requirement is. that 


the recipient sign for 60 weeks’ 
instruction with a local teach- 
er at the usual fee 

And eight more 
went jobless 
folded | 


per lesson. 
musicians 
when the Dewitt 


ast week. 














LYMAN aT FOX, B’KLYN 


Sterts Run Oct. 23 On Contract 
With Options 


Abe Lyman and Band go into the 
Fox Brooklyn on a 10-week term, 


plus options, beginning Oct. 23. 
This concludes negotiations which 


have been going on 
return east, 


since Lyman’s 


Fox-Lyman contract does not cut 
in on Lyman’s radio work with CBS 
on the Phillips Magnesia Hour. The 
broadcasting may be done by Ly- 
man direct from the theatre. 

Build-up of Lyman as an adjunct 
of the F.&M. shows which spot the 
Fox Brooklyn is now in prespect. 
House will expand its advertising 
budget to give the Lyman attrac- 
tion additional play. 





Sam Fox Suit to Federal 
Court on ERPI’s Motion 


Hearing on Sam _ Fox's suit 
against ERPI, John Paine and pub- 
lishers, in New York Supreme Court 
Thursday (15) was referred to the 
Federal Court upon motion of 
ERPI. Laiter’s attorneys, House, 
Grossman & Vorhaus, moved that 
the case be heard in Federal Court 
on diversity of citizenship, claiming 
that Sam Fox Musie is an Ohio cor- 
poration and ERPI a Delaware cor- 
poration. 


The motion automatically  re- 
moves the case out of the hands of 
the state and is returned only upon 
application to the Federal Court. 

In the court at the time of the 
hearing were attorneys represent- 
ing Remick, Witmark, Shapiro- 
Bernstein and Belwin, all defend- 
ants in the suit. They complained 
that while the ERPI money for the 
publishers was involved in the suit, 
they had not heen served with pa- 
pers. While they were arguing, 
ERPI made its motion. 

J. Francis Gilbert 
Paine. 


represented 





Ellington’s 5th in Chi 
Chicago, Oct. 19, 
Duke Ellington and his orches- 
tra will play a fifth repeat date at 
the Beeankay, Chicago, in Dec. 
Meanwhile he will fill in a date 
at the Fisher, Detroit, 





AD 


Padney Moving to Bronx 
Earl Carpenter and his 12-piece 
band in the pit of Loews’ &6 th St., 
start Oct. 25, 


The present pit band will go out 
with Gabby Padney, leader, slated 
for Loews’ Boulevard in the Bronx. 





DOWNEY - SMITH 
SONG CREDITS 
QUESTIONED 


Creditins stare ind radio artists 
as writers of and collaborators on 
popular songs when the credit is 
not earned, is out under a new 
American Society ruling. Such an 
infraction will be classed as a cut- 
in, with the publishers responsible 


This was decided on by the song- 
classification committee of 
the Society, because of an alleged 
recent preponderance of artists’ 
names on title sheets. According to 
the Society, Morton Downey and 
Kate Smith have been credited as 
collaborators on more songs in the 
past three months than any other 
an@ recognized writers, though 
neither is officially listed as a writer 
by the Society. In the future to re- 
ceive credit for composing, Downey 
and Miss Smith, besides all other 
unrecognized writers, will have to 
prove writing ability to the Society’s 
satisfaction. 


writers’ 


The Society’s method of estab- 
lishing song writing ability isn’t 
known. 


Until the cut-in thing reached an 
official climax and was banned by 
the Society, mention of artists’ 
names on the music sheets as col- 
laborators was a common method 
of repaying singers in publicity and 
royalties for plug favors. 





Lofner in Shorts 


San Francisco, Oct. 19. 

Mack Sennett has taken a 30-day 
option on Phil 
with Carol Lofner of the Hotel St. 
Francis dance orchestra, planning 
to use him in a series of shorts. 

Harris probably will take a leave 
of absence during the ensuing 
month for the shorts. 


Harris, co-director 





White to Appeal 

George White’s plea for an in- 
junction to restrain NBC, CBS and 
WOR from playing the music from 
‘Scandals’ was denied by Judge Mc- 
Geehan in New York Supreme 
Court at the hearing Thursday (15). 
Court ruled that White had no 
equitable reason. 

Julius Kendler, 
appeal. 


for White, will 





LECUONA IN PAR 
Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 
Ernesto Lecuona with one mem- 


ber of his Cuban orchestra plus a 
dance team and singer, imported by 
Metro for ‘The Cuban,’ go into the 
Paramount, Oct. 29, following Mau- 
rice Chevalier as the stage feature. 

H. GB. Franklin, arranged it with 
the union. Lecuona, eminent com- 
poser-maestro, was almost set for 
the Carthay Circle when the union 
element arose. 





Al Katz and his Kittens returned 
to the Hollywood restaurant, New 
York, Nov. 18 
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| MAX FISHER | 


AND HIS CALIFORNIANS 
Touring RKO Circuit 


Exclusively WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 
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| TED LEWIS | 
PALACE, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Exclusive Columbia Recording Artist 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


Personal Representative 
H. HAROLD GUMM 
1540 Broadway. New York 
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AND HiS MUSIC 


Enroute to New York 
OPENS CLUB RICHMAN Oct. 22 
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ENGLEWOOD 


One of the sadder bills that 
happen along, with the audience 
sweating more than the performers. 
Two Biddies opened with an ordi- 
nary skating turn of regulation 
stunts relieved somewhat by the 
speed of execution and completion. 
Five Dixie Flyers, as originally 
billed, turned out to be a quartet, 
with no explanation for the missing 
member. Colored hot-cha warblers 
and hoofers, who plunked their own 
banjo accompaniment, and who 
killed themselves by staying on 
twice as long as they had a right to. 

Gordon and Dixon made the same 
mistake; they have a capable com- 
edy bicycle turn, but spoiled things 
by attempting an opening chatter 
bit. There’s plenty of opportunity 
for laughs on the bike without 
bringing in the futile talk. 

Lois Dale is a single with hope- 
less comedy song material; imper- 
sonations, ranging from Pickford’s 
‘Kiki,’ Chevalier, to Edwina Booth’s 
white girl of ‘Trader Horn,’ all 
without meaning or form. Bond, 
Glasgow and Miss May hamstrung 


themselves by unbelievably flat 
comedy efforts. 

Show was six feet under when 
Charles Brooge arrived in one with 
hoke banjo playing and acrobatic 
dancing. Proved himself a swell 
showman and mopped up. Acrobat- 
ics, which were topped by a head- 
stand for banjo plunking, were han- 
dled neatly, with clever laugh inser- 
tions for the build-up. 

Benny Moten orchestra didn’t 
show, with the spot filled by the 
Nims Trio. Makes a neat dancing 
and musical turn; two girls running 
through the leg-work repertoire and 
a boy managing the piano and the 
accordion. Goetz and Duffy have 
some good sound ideas about down 
to earth comedy opening as a couple 
of a. k.’s on their honeymoon, and 
then for a double-quick change into 
collegiates. Talk handled cleverly, 
with the femme exhibiting a sharp 
ear for the clown bits, E. Philmore 
and Co., three-person juggling out- 
fit, closed the evening neatly. 

‘Woman Between’ (Radio) feature. 
Business very good on a Tuesday 
evening. 





FISHER, DETROIT 


(Continued from page 37) 


advantage of picture prominence. 
Using a couple of songs from pic- 
tures that she has made, okay and 
well suited to her. Looking swell 
in a black dress that got the dames. 
She gave the matinee audience en- 
tire routine of shakes. Not holding 
out a single movement and she 
doesn’t lose anything by it. 

The closing number is a knockout 
bit. First she tells the story of a 
song in English and then sings it in 
French. What puts the song over 
as well as the story of the gestures 
or pantomime that she uses. Girl is 
set for anywhere with this turn. 
That’s how good her present act is. 

Overture shows Sam Benavie on 
the stage silhouetted by a spot from 
back. Lee. 


LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 14. 
Plenty of entertainment in Fan- 
chon & Marco’s ‘Fine Feathers’ unit. 
Staged by Gae Foster, it has a hard 
working line and the principals, 


while fewer than usual are just as 
energetic. Jim McDonald and four 
stooges, Edna Covey, burlesque bal- 
let dancer; Harvey Karels and Kay, 
adagio dancers, and Arthur La 
Fleur doing a jaw spin in the finale, 
are featured. McDonald and his gang 
ril.. away with the show. Three of 
the stooges make a hot and sweet 
vocal trio who tied it up twice. 

Line girls cop plenty in a routine 
done on 10-foot pogo sticks and 
walking ladders. Latter is military 
with the girls executing tough for- 
mations atop the ladders. The girls 
spent a month getting a balance on 
the’ things. Only legit chorus 
scheduled was with Miss Covey, 

McDonald and his stooges are off 
and on during the 40 minutes. Act 
is above the average used in F.&M. 
productions. 

Harvey Karels and Kay, adagio 
dancers, in one number displayed 
the usual tossing to good advan- 
tage. Arthur LaFleur, in the finale, 
failed to impress as a big finish im- 
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KNICKERBOCKER 


GE ADJOINING PALMOLIVE BLDG (OPPOSITE THE ORAKE) MB 


mediately following the line’s ladder 
work. Should be spotted ahead of 
the ladder number. 

Orchestra kept to the pit with 
Walter MRuyck, regular’ pianist, 
waving the stick while the house 
looks around for a name leader. 

Business capacity all day Wed- 
nesday, opening with the Garbo fans 
standing in line for ‘Susan Lenox’ 
(M-G). Call. 


ROXY 


New York, Ovt. 16. 
Too much can be too much, even 
at the Roxy. Especially when it’s a 
lot of nothing, like the 20-minute 
‘overture’ this week. The 100-piece 
pit symphony is programed to play 
excerpts from ‘Martha,’ but it's 
buried under a lot of useless stage 


action. The Mound City Blue Blow- 
ers would have served just as well. 

Three operatic semi-climaxes had 
the audience giggling Friday night. 
Three times it seemed as though the 
finale was at hand, 
the stager changed his mind. It 
lasted 20 minutes and didn’t help the 
regular stage show’s status at all. 

Newsreel, trailers and a football 
short are bunched this week, a de- 
parture for the Roxy, which in the 
past has separated its incidental 
screen stuff with brief stage bits. 

Asia gets the break in the current 
classical s. and d. presentment, with 
Japan, Siberia and Indo-China the 
stops on the route. A temple set 
carries the finale. The scene rates 
a profound bow for production and 
cast workmanship. 

As a Siamese angel dancer in this 
sequence Patricia Bowman steps 
definitely out of the strictly toe bal- 
let class and into the interpretative 
fieid. Miss Bowman’s path now 
leads to the top in American terp. 
and there’s no one now around in 
her way. 

A similar and equally excellent 
piece of work by the baliet line pre- 
cedes Miss Bowman’s solo. In this 
the staff girls are at their best. 

The Japanese section, leading off, 
involves a parasol twirl by the line 
and the Pasquale Brothers’ ground 
tumbling. Latter not exactly Japa- 
enese, but no complaints possible 
over their work in any surroundings. 
Pallenberg’s bear act is on the bill 
for the Siberian interlude, but didn’t 
show at the performance caught. 
The 32 Roxyettes held the number 
down alone, and well enough. 

Harold Van Duzee, tenor, doubles 
from the overture into the finale as 
a singing beggar and dies after cop- 
ping the idol’s jewelry. In the tem- 
ple scene the Roxy is itself. Bige. 


End of Silents 


(Continued from page 1) 
sound will have taken just five years 
to accomplish. 

Producers, themselves, are now 
ringing the final knell for muteness. 
Not one, large or small, is making a 
silent version of a picture on the 
*31-'32 schedules. Nor is any dis- 
tributor having new prints made of 
old subjects. 

The silent theatres that survive 
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SHOWFOLK’S SHOESH 


—1552 BROADWAY 


\ 


but each time; 


medium of salvage for silent prints 
that have a few runs left after long 
ago completing their travels over 
the regular routes. Among these 
are a few new prints which didn’t 
find their way into the running 
when there was still money in si- 
lents. 

Isolated Houses 


In the last two years sound has 
multiplied many times the number 
of silent converts to its fold. Where 
there were about 56,000 silent the- 
atres at the beginning of 1931, the 
number today has been reduced to 
one-third. Of the latter fully 1,000 
are showing only once weekly. 
Practically all of the 1,500 are 
houses of the barn and store type, 
with rusty silent projection ma- 
chines. They are located in west- 
ern and northern outskirt towns, 
too far away fcr the average in- 
habitant to make the trip to the 
county seat more than once a 
month, 


Economically, there aren’t enough 
silent houses to make ends come 
anywhere near meeting the distribu- 
tion cost. Average Saturday night 
rental, with the one-night exhibi- 
tor paying parcel post both ways, 
rarely exceeds $5 for a silent. A 
new print costs $250, and it is good 
for 50 projections at the most. 
Right now there are about 300 
silent features in circulation among 
the outposts. As prints wear out 
and sprocket holes give way, the 
picture is scratched off the list. 
One-nighters of the old time era 
are then one picture less toward 
the end of their noiseless careers. 





Cordial Shop Speaks 


(Continued from page 1) 


alike. There are all types of drinks, 
so-called, on display, mostly for 
show and partly to give an idea of 
what may be obtained. It is the 
custom to have all of these bottles 
filled with water, as dummies, since, 
in a raid, these may be taken along 
too. 

Raids 


Frequency of raids varies. One 
spot, in the west side 50’s, Manhat- 
tan, had four revenooers visit in one 
week, with the place reopening im- 
mediately each time. As a general 
rule it is declared that there are 20 
raids annually on each outlet. 


One raid, observed by. a Times 
Squarite, took place in a few min- 
utes. Five minutes later a truck 
started loading the store with new 
merchandise, It seemed peculiar in 
both ways. 

Operator declared only known 
faces are served. Otherwise would 
be customers are turned. 





PHILADELPHIA 


(Continued from Page 55) 


vue. Two weeks only. ‘Fine and 
Dandy’ weak at less than $12,000 in 
last week, 


‘Tomorrow and: Tomorrow’ (Gar- 
rick, firse week)—Miller production, 
second subscription offering by 
Guild group. Looks strong. ‘As 
Husbands Go’ down a little in sec- 
ond week. Maybe $10,000. 


‘Greeks Had a Word For It’ 
(Locust)—First of new venture, 
called Locust Players Guild. $1 top 
and weekly change. Had nice open- 
ing Saturday. ‘Tonight or Never’ 
next Monday. 

‘The Wonder Bar’ (Shubert, first 
week)—Al Jolson musical with fair 
advance, ‘Princess Charming’ 
closed for good Saturday night. 
Only $7,500 in second week. 

‘Hamlet’ (Walnut, first week)— 
Norman Bel Geddes _ production. 
Opening Tuesday with good sale. 
‘A Golden Cinderella’ may have hit 
near $6,000. 

The Forrest dark this week. 
Shubert’s ‘Mikado’ with Schumann- 
Heink Monday. ‘Meet My Sister’ 
low at $5,000 last week. 
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Following assignments were made 
in Coast studios last week: 

Dorothy Christy, ‘Pudge,’ U. 

Jack Oakie, ‘Jazz King,’ Par. 

Juliette Compton, ‘No One Man,’ 
Par. 

Ben Alexander, 
WB. 

Paul 
Radio. 

Cornelius 
Patrician. 

Frederic! 
WB. 

Margaret 
Soul,’ Metro, 

Esther Howard, George Barbier, 
‘Ladies of the Big House,’ Par. 

Herbert Mundin, Alexander Kirk- 
land, ‘Circumstances,’ Fox. 
Sidney Fox, Bela Lugosi, 
ders in the Rue Morgue,’ U. 
Alan Dinehart, Hardy Albright, 
‘Charlie Chan's Chance,’ Fox. 

Mark Sandrich to direct, Ben 
Holmes to write Chic Sale untitled, 
Radio. 

Alan 
George 
Warners. 

Winter Hall, Walter Walker, Lil- 
lian West. ‘Tomorrow and To- 
morrow,’ Par. 

Bernard Deroux appointed assist- 
ant to Claude Lara, head of Metro’s 
French sync production. 

Andre Ferrier, French ‘Sporting 
Blood,’ and Nanette Vallon, Ex- 
posed,’ Radio, through I. M. Sackin 
agency. 


‘High Pressure,’ 


Hurst, ‘Lost Squadron,’ 


Keefe, ‘Thirty Days,’ 


<« Burton, ‘Captain's Wife,’ 
Italian 


Knapp, ‘Free 


‘Mur- 


Hale, Spencer 
Rosener, ‘Union 


Charters, 
Depot,’ 


A couple of technicians, not that 
way on personal finance, have 
turned the specialized subject over 
to a bankruptcy referee. Willis H. 
O'Brien, picture technician, listed 
only. $1,752 liabilities with assets 
$5,866, but $5,516 of the latter is an 
uncollected judgment in a civil suit. 
A $773 note, a $600 loan and $150 


advertising bill are his principal ob. 
ligations. 

Mark Barrett Cosby, radio tech. 
nician, figures he owes $4,789, while 
assets come to only $275. Judg- 
ments of $329 to the National Re. 
tail Board of Trade and $230 to Rae 
Silverberg, and jewelry bills of $298 
with Donovan & Seamon and $213 to 
Brock & Co., are his heaviest items, 

Personnel of the Pom Pom cafe 
have filed 19 wage claims against 
Sammy Vento and Herbert Beeks, 
latest operators of the West Holly. 
wood nite spot. Totals over $400, 


La Doma Amusement Co. has filed 
suit for recovery of its open air 
dance hall in Huntington Park and 
asks $11,200 damages. Suit says the 
landlord locked the La Doma people 
off the premises Oct. 3, with lost 
profits being $8,400. 

The Los Angeles Fiesta promoter, 
Waldo H. Tupper, is now working 
on an idea for a municipal Christ- 
mas celebration, Picture industry, 
which is still at outs with the Fiesta 
committee over expenses in the re- 
cent Fiesta, does not expect to be 
asked to help in this latest shindig, 

Fiesta crowd still owes film com- 
panies the percentage for Motion 
Picture Relief Fund. 


New city ordinance being drafted 
by the Board of Supervisors regu- 
lating the storage of film is so dras- 
tic that if passed it will necessitate 
changes in every such building in 
town, including theatres, exchanges, 
studios, laboratories, Wwarelouses 
and hospitals. 

Ordinance limits the amount of 
film stored in any one building or 
room to about half that now pere 
mitted. It also prescribes new cone 
struction for buildings 





Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 36) 


Agustin Palafox WORC’TER, MASS. 
Estelita Palace (23) 
Spanish Ens ‘Art Gallery’ I 
TASHI'G Felovis 
aaa sdaga on D.C. Eddie Cole 

Fox (23) Bob, Andy & Todd 
NS EB W’ Josephine 
J Waldorn & Har’t| The Gathalots 
Glen Dale Olga & Lester 
Elvira Tanzi Herculean 3 
Helen O'Shea LaMarr Bros 
Togo Mavis & Ted 
Sunkist Ens Marian & Kathr’ne 


| LONDON 


Week Oct. 19 


Plaza 











Kathleen Lafla 


‘Statuettes’ 

Plaza-Tiller Girls 

2 Heltanos 

Tony Bebe & Renee 

BRIXTON 
Astoria 

8 Black Streaks 

FINSBURY. PARK 

Eddie Peabody 

Allan Shires 

OLD KENT ROAD 

‘Ench'nt’d Sairc’se’ 





Mangan-Tillerettes 
Mrytle Winter 
STREATHAM 
Billy Cotton's Bd 
MANCHESTER 
Paramount 
Co. as booked 
NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 
‘Powder Puff’ 
M'yfair Tiller Girls 
Mary & Erik 
Paula Ruby 





| Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Beaux Arts 3 Speeds 
Louise De Lara Virginia Biddle 
Beaux Arts & Frances Mildern 
Central P’rk Casino} Betty Real 
Morton Downey Vera Milton 
Velos & Yolanda Caesar & Mimi 
Eddie Duchin Orch | Al Katz Orch 
“ Janssen Hofbrau 
Connie’s Inn 
a Nat Nazarro Sr 
Ada Ward Ramo & Ruth 
Joyce Robinson Karee Mooney & N 
Louise Cook Wynne Ralph 
Earl Tucker 4 
Marty Beck Orch 
Dotty Rhodes 
Sonny Boy Dudley Nut Club 
Bessie Dudley Nutsy Fagan 
Meers & Meers The Hartman's 
Willie Jackson Red Davis 
4 Bon Bon Boys Jerry Bergen 
F Henderson Orch | Eton Boys 
Ray O'Hara Orch 
Cotton Club . 
Cora La Redd Oakland’s Terrace 
Mild’d Washington | Joe Wallace 
Sherman Robinson | Myrna Waverly 
Leitha Hall Grace Mitchell 
Berry Bros Salvatori Orch 
Alma Smith Paramount Grill 
Eddie Rector Gertrude Nieson 
Cotton Club Trio Jimmy Ray 
Clarence Robinson Julie Jenaer 
Swan & Lee 3 Demons 
Marko Brown Jeck & Betsey Re<es 
Henri Wessels Snooks Rambicrs 
4 Step Bros ' 
Bobby Sawyer Sesephine Gann 
Bunny Payne Doyle & Dur 
Norman Attwood George Scotti 
Anise Bayer Lew » ico 
Cab Calloway Orch Villa: ag 4 
Blue Rhythm Orch] pather & Net 
H'llyw'd Restaur’nat! Riley & Comfort 
Maria Gambereili Warren & Davis 
Reri Un Josh Medders 
Frank Hazard Hollywood Horse 
Dolores Ray Dave Abrams Orch 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk Jess Kirkpatrick 
Doris Robbins gene Conklin 








Arthur Jarrett Harry Robinson 
B & K Kappele Lucia Garcia 





Earl Burtnett Orch 
Club Alabam 


Germaine Le Pierre 
Henry King 

Gypsy Lenore 

Lou King 

Mary Thorn 


Golden Pumpkia 


Al Reynolds 
Irene George 
Sally Osman 
Austin Mack Or 


Les Ambassadeurs 
ads x George D'Arlier 
Anton Lada Orch Johnnie & Georgie 
Club le Claire Bee Baxter 
Billy Gray Effie Burton 
Rick & Snyder Bobby Danders 
Dot Myers Al Handler Orch 


Ruth Fossner 
Kitty Hughs Mack’s Club 
Shirley Levine Harry Glyn 
Neecee Shannon Lou Blake 

3 Burke Sis 


Bart & Crinn 

Marjorie Ryan Keith Beecher Or 
Jeanneane Ford Paramount Club 
Gene Myles 


Eddie Makins Or 
Sally Joyce 


College Inn 
Reynolds Sis Edith, Blair 
Vivian Janis Phil arrison 
B'r'noft & Ch'riotte| Jack White 
Pat Kennedy 
Ben Bernie Orch E Planet Mase 

ula Jarvis 

Colosimos Nina Loughlin 
Mary Stone Babe Fenton 
Jean Boaz Inez Purdy 
Lucille & Laverne Ann Peters 
Herbie Vogel Judith Dean 
Evelyn Miller Rosemary Sill 
Arthur Buckley Rosebush Minor 
Marion Moore Bobby Carroll 
Billy Rogers Dalton & Eppy 
Eddie Perry Richard Lane 
Jimmy Meo Orch Ralph Cook 
Embassy Texas Guinan 


Phil Friedlander Rubalyat 
Lillian Barnes Nino 
Henrique & Peggy | Johnny Leo 
Dick Hughes Harry Linder 
Helen Streif Eddie South Orch 
Frankie Quartell O Vanity Fair 
Frolica Nelle Neilson 
A & N Selby Peggy Moore 
Lovey Sis Scott & Garner 
Ray & Rose Lyte Lafayette & LaV 
Pauline Belleau Joe Allen 
Charles Agnew Or | Leo Wo!f Orch 
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~The Leading and 
Largest 
ACCORDION 
FACTORY 
y in the United States 
Sia The only factory that 
makes any set of Reeds 
—made by hand. 


Guerrini & Co. 
277-279 Columbus Ave 
San Francisco. 

Free peste Se 








DOROTHEA ANTEL 


316 W. 72d St., New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 
New Assortment of 


CHRISTMAS CARDS READY 
15 Cards in Box—$1.00 Postpaid 














THE STANDARD 





ENCPAVING (0 








H 
Chi: 
ton 
tim 
of | 
kno 
rial 

A 
Chi 


to « 
died 











obe 





oche 
rhile 
1dg< 
Re.« 
Rae 
$298 
13 to 
ems, 


cafe 
rinst 
2eks, 
Ollye 
0. 


filed 
air 
and 
3 the 
ople 
lost 


oter, 
‘king 
rist- 
istry, 
iesta 
B re- 
o be 
ndig, 
com- 
otion 


afted 
"egu- 
irase 
sitate 
ig in 
nges, 
ouses 


nt of 
ig or 
pers 
cone 


pkin 


leurs 
ier 
eorgie 


Irch 
lub 


er OF 
Club 


Pe 














Tuesday, October 20, 1931 


OUTDOORS 





VARIETY 63 





= 








Circus Employe Dies, 
Said Thrown from Train 


Mobile, Oct. 19. 

John Smith, 24, of Westfield, W. 
va., attache of Robbins Bros. Cir- 
cus, died here Sunday (18) from 
jnjuries that he had said he received 
py being kicked off the circus train 
and thrown against a switch post. 
smith made a dying statement that 
he, with seyeral circus em- 
ployes, were thrown off the train 
by circus: bosses because they asked 
for back pay. Case W as investigated 
py the last grand jury and 
eral of the circus employes are be- 
ing held here as witnesses. State 
authoritiés are still at work inves- 
tigating the case. 

Twenty employes signed affidavits 
that they were kicked and pushed 
from the moving train; claiming 10 
were injured. 


Harry Ashton Dead 
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"Harry Ashton, 61, actor, died in 
Chieago of pneumonia Oct, 15. Ash- 
ton had been blind 30 years, At one 
member of the act 
He was 
mate 


time he was a 
of Paxton and Earl. 
known as a writer of 
rial. | 

4 daughter survives. Interment in 
Chicago. 


Head of Ohio Exhibs 
Dies of Heart Attack 


J. J. Harwood, theatre owner and 
president of Cleveland Motion Pic- 
ture Exhibitors’ Association, col- 
lapsed in.a Cleveland gymnasium 
Oct. 16 while exercising and died of 
heart failure two hours later. 

Mr. Harwood, one of Cleveland's 
pioneer exhibitors, managed the 
Lexington theatre 10 years and was 
president of exhibitors’ association 
five years. He also was vice-pres- 
ident at large of Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners’ of Ohio and for- 
merly vice-president of M.P.T.O. of 
America. He located in Cleveland 
20 years ago. He is survived by 
wife and two sons, John J., Jr., and 
Max Toward, both picture op- 
erators. 


vaude 


Talking ‘Club Juggler 
Dies in Retirement 


Sol Koppe, 50, one of the first men 
to do a talking club juggling act, 
died in Polyclinic Hospital Oct. 6. 

Koppe started his stage career in 
Philadelphia as a club swinging 
single and in a try for a comedy 
aspect along a new line started talk- 
ing as he juggled. He was on the 
stage about 30 years before he re- 
tired about eight years ago. 

Koppe had appeared in all the 
vaude houses, including Tony Pas- 
tor’s, in the old days. He was with 
the Hyde & Behman show during 
its fame. He was unmarried. 

Interment in Mt. Hope cemetery. 


Edward Sedgwick Dies; 
Actor and Playwright 


Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 

Edward Sedgwick, playwright and 
formerly heading the Five Sedg- 
wicks, yaudeville act, died here Oct. 
16. 

He is survived by his. widow, a 
60n,- E.: Sedgwick, Columbia direc- 
tor, and two daughters, Eileen. and 
Josie, actresses. 








MRS. SARAH B. ORTON 
| Funeral services for Mrs. Sarah 
B. Orton, widéw: of R. Z. Orton of 
Orton Bros. circus, were held: at 
Dallas Center, Ia. Members of Iowa 
Ringling top of the Circus Fans’ 
Association attended in a body. 
Mra. Orton was known as ‘moth- 
er’ to performers and friends of. the 
Orton circus, a family show which 
had toured continuously since 1853, 
when organized by Hiram Orton. 
_Mrs, Orton died in Colorado 
Springs. She is survived by three 
£0ns and three daughters. 
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IN MEMORY OF 


Patricia Clarke Walsh 


8, $390 


BILLY WALSH 






IN FOND MEMORY OF 


JANE CONNELLY 


Who Passed On 
Oct. 25, 19235 


HONORABLE WU 


also | 





} musician 


BILL VIDOCQ DIES AT 61 


Member of Famous Variety Team of 
Haines and Vidocq 








Wiliam 
vaudevillian, 


Vidocq, 61, 
died Oct. 19 
home in New York. 


old-time 

at his 
lil for several 
years, he was employed for the last 
several yearS when well enough as a 
guard in the RKO boking office, 

The team of (Nat) Haines and Vi- 
decqu was standara among the best 
of the vaude comedy acts for many 
years, Upon retiring from the stags 
Vidocqu became a Keith agent with 
his own franchise. 

Widow, 
survive, 


‘daughter and grandson 


Dies; 
Burlesquer 


actress, jn pri- 


Agnes Behler 
Popular 

Agnes Behler, 54, 
life the 
(Snuffy the 


wife of Dave Marion 


Cabman), former 
Columbia wheel comedian and pro- 
ducer, died Oct. 12 at the Marion 
home in Toms River, N. J., of can- 


j cer. 

Mrs. Marion,. during the last five 
years Dave. Marion operated his 
|}own shows, retired from the stag 
but traveled with him. 

Mrs. Marion was born in Wash- 
ington and her life was spent. in 
show business. .As Agnes Behler 


she had appeared in musical. com- 


edy and also» in vaudeville at 
Pastor’s. ' Miss’ Behler was a sou- 
bret during her early caréer, In 


burlesque she was the prima donna 
of the Marion. companies, 

Miss Behler’s most notable 
adchievement in show work was the 
credit she received for giving Al 
Jolson his first stage chance, 

Her husband survives. 

Interment in Toms River. 


Charles G. Maynard, 
Veteran Booker, Dead 


Charles G. Maynard, 55, assistant 





becking manager of A, L, Erlanger 
Enterprises, Ine., died 
(19) at his home in New 
complication of disease. 

Mr. Maynard, several weeks ago, 
reported ill to Gus Pitou, his book- 
ing chief; and his condition grad- 
lually grew worse, With death occur- 
ring at 2:30'a, m. Monday. 

He was one of the pioneer legit 
bookers in New York, having served 
about 25 years routing road shows, 
first with ‘Klaw & Erlanger and 
then with the Erlanger office after 
Mare Klaw = severed partnership 
with the late: A. L. Erlanger. 

Mr. Maynard is survived by his 
wife and two sons, Crosby and John. 
Crosby Maynard at present is man- 
ager of the Chicago co. of ‘Private 
Lives.’ 


Art Bauman’s Heart 


yesterday 
York of a 





Seattle; Oct. 19. 

Art Bauman, comedian, well 
known in Northwest, died suddenly 
just before the curtain went up, 
at Kelso, Wash., Oct. 10. 

3auman was with Al Frank’s mu- 
sical show’ as leading man. He 
collapsed from a heart attack, and 
when revived, asked how much time 
he had before the curtain would 
go up. Three minutes later he died. 

Widow and young daughter sur- 
vive. 





OLIVE HARDING 
Mile. Olive, one-time vaude jug- 
gler, in private life the 
Charles Harding, formerly of 
ling and Ah Sid; ‘died Oct, 12 
‘Harding home, 8834 88th 
Brooklyn. 


Hard- 


street, 


GEORGE L. ELY DIES 


Syracuse, N, Y., Oct. 19. 
George L. Ely,~ veteran conces 
sionaire, long associated with Long 


Branch 
sorts, died here after a long illness 
Interment in Richfield Springs. 


Mother of Dudley Dieges tsereen) 
died Oct. 13. 

Florence Reynolds Magnus, 75 
died in Chicago Oct. 15. 


The wife of George Kennington o 





the Hagerman Print Co., died Oct 
i7 at the Kennington home in 
Flushing, L. I. 

Wife, 38, of Lou C Sant 
Monica bay district manager fo 
Fox-West Coast died of eart 

,trouble in Santa Moni Cal Oct 


14. 





NOTHING FOR COAST 
BOOKERS THIS YEAR 


Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 

With the coast fairs over, outdoor 
bookers are about willing to forget 
the country gatherings as a possible 
angle of making. money. 

Biggest fair in this section is the 
L. A, County Fair, which did not 
use any free acts this year. Main 
attraction was one band. 

Only bright spot in the 
season is the San sernardino 
Orange Show, which this’ year has 
‘National’ added to its tag It 
in Feb. and as a rule buys 
about $5,000 in talent. 


outdoor 


comes 


Corn Palace in Red 


Sioux Falls, S. D., Oct. 19. 
A drop into the red for $5,000 was 
chalked up by the annual Corn Pal- 
ace held at Mitchell. Total income 





a eek. 
;}ances in the Corn Palace amounted 


Stops at Curtain Time 


wife of 


at the 


Park. and other outdoor re- | 


from all sources was $14,500 for the 
Receipts from 11 perform- 


to $11,700. 





Jenbury Disappoints 
Fair Concessionaires 


Danbury, Conn., Oct. 19. 
Attendance at the Danbury Fair 
this year dropped to the lowest fig- 
ure since 1925. Admissions num- 
bered 102,908. for the week. Boys 
who rushed to this event because of 
the wide publicity given the busi- 
ness boom in Danbury were stung. 
Very little money in evidence and 
many stands closed down before the 
week was out. Shows and rides 
starved. In spite of flood of work in 
local hat shops, residents have very 
little money. This is due to the fact 
that the majority of people were out 
of work so long that they are forced 
to use their present earnings to pay 
old bills. 





Sparks’ License Jam 


Birmingham, Oct. 19. 

Sparks ran into a legal entangle- 
ment at Hattiesburg, Miss., last 
week and had to post a $1,000 bond 
on a writ of attachment. The city 
claimed the show came in and put 
up without a license of any sort 
and the city demanded $500. Regu- 
lar license is $250 and the penalty 
$250. 

The show’s defense was a letter 
from a state official purporting to 
exempt them from license because 
the outfit was sponsored by Ameri- 
can Legion for the town. 

After posting the bond 
moved on to Mobile. 


Last Tops Pack Up 


Birmingham, Oct. 19. 

This week sees the last of the 
eireuses fold for the summer. 
Downie Brothers will probably be 
the last to close, their last date be- 
ing set for Moultrie, Ga., Friday 
(23). Sells-Floto after leaving the 
Mississippi State Fair at Jackson, 
played Memphis and went into 
quarters at Peru, after plaing a last 
date at Cairo, Il), Friday (16). 

Cireuses playing the South this 
fall have fared better than they ex- 
pected. 


show 








. . 
Lost in Transit 
Toledo, Oct. 19. 
Doris Dawson, 18-year-old acro- 
bat for the Hagenbeck-Wallace cir- 
cus, is missing. after wiring her 
folks here she would be home Oct. 
12. The girl had been with the 
show but eight weeks, although 
having had experience in roaders. 
She wired her parents from Peru, 
Ind., she would come directly home 
Toledo and Detroit police have been 
asked to search for her. 
CARNIVALS 
(For current week (October 19-24) 
when not otherwise indicated) 








\jax: Boonville, N 
. & B.: Wadesbero, N. C.; Chesterfiel! 
‘ 6-31. 
Reckmann & Gerety: Dallas, Tex. 
hernard Salisbury, N. C. 
Liunt Bennettsville, SS. C.; Manning 
entann ifton, N. J. 
‘etlin & Wilson: Monroe, N. C. 
oe l'ro “edartown, Ga. 
Empire: Suffolk, Va. 
i Pine Bluff, Ark.: Malvern, 26-3) 
J rida Expo Lfri Ss. 
Grenada, Miss. 
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| Randall may be working 


Chicagos Big. ‘33 





Memphis, Oct 
The big tops of the Gentry Brot] 
ers, Cole Brothers and Walter L 
Main circuses are flat. Voluntary 
petition of bankruptcy was filed by 
Howard H. King individually and 


by King Brothers, a 


Floyd and Howard H. King, operat 
ing circuses under the names of 


Gentry Brothers, Cole Brothers 
Circus and Walter L. Main Circus. 
Liabilities of $218,548.34 with no 
assets were listed in the petition. 
Liabilities of Howard H. King were 
listed at the with assets of 
$5,034, consisting of $35 in clothing 
and $5,000 in insurance;. both of 
which are: claimed to be exempt. 
The liabilities ‘are composed of 
$50,000 in claims which aré secured 
by circus property, which has been 
already seized, and $168,548.34 “in 
unsecured claims. More than $8,000 


same 





of this last is owed to labor em- 
ployed by the circuses. 
- 
Tex. Fair Outlook 
Dallas, Oct. 19. 


The 45th annual Texas State Fair 
opened here last ‘week for the regu- 
lar 16-day stretch, Oct, 10-25. 

At one time fair ratéd as the ace 
amusement event in the southwest, 
drawing around 1,000,000 attend- 
ance, This year it’ll make front page 
If the gates. draw half that much. 

Principal pullers. football and 
‘Three Little Girls.’ Latter in.at 
reputed $57,000 guarantee for 25 
performances, considerable slash 
from the 90 grand originally offered 
for ‘Sons o’ Guns’ last year. 

Usual advertising outlay cut to 
probably $18,000, which item cus- 
tomarily averaged. around 30 
And, besides all this, rain. 


$50,000 Defamation Suit 
By Agent Vs. Bandsman 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 

Defamation of. character suit for 
$50,000 has been filed against Albert 
Miller, band leader, by Henry 
Fleckles of the Robinson-Laville 
Fair Booking office here. Suit .is 
the rebuttal to an original attach- 
ment writ secured by Miller against 


G's. 








ville, Tenn., last week, when both 
were appearing at the East Ten- 
nessee fair. 

Writ was filed because of $1,454.68 
alleged due Miller by the agency. 
Miller had the property of the Rob- 
inson agency and the coin due from 
the fair association tied up, pending 
a court decision. But when. the 
case came up, the judge in Knox- 
ville threw them out because neither 
of the participants was a Tennessee 
resident. 

Defamation case 
the local dockets 
January. 


reach 
next 


slated to 
some time 





Jack Randall’s $515.05 
Chicago, Oct. 19. 
summons was issued 
last week against the Darnes-Car- 
ruthers agency and the Duffield 
Fireworks company here through 
the attorneys for the Cass hotel; in 
an attempt to corral any coin due 
by either company to Jack Randall, 
dancer. Hotel's squawk is strictly 
against Randall, claiming that the 
owes ‘em $515.05 for room 
bills incurred last year by 
and company 
flatly a legal ge 


) 


the attorneys plaving a 


Garnishee 


dance 
and food 
himeself 

Suit is with 
that 
how: 
under- 
Oklahoma on 
at present. Duffield 
company has already answered 
saying that they've never heard of 


ture 
chance 
ome 

the agency Ra 
tood to he 


far 
Lor 


ndall is 
down in 
date 


some fail 





Randall 
Earl Taylor Sued 
(hicago, Oct. 19. 
Earl Taylor and Earl Taylor En- 
ter] f ere ued t week by 
Harry l Hassier for $700 on 
ore im 
Hia ‘ ‘ i j entered nte« 
n reer j the Karl 7 t 
euti ( J i o, t@ 
t f t wi « 
nd expe ‘ Sent } 
Lp  ¢ ‘ 


' cession’ by the 
j 


partnership of | 


the Robinson office down in ‘Knox-’ 


——— 


Fair Issues 


First Application for Concessions 


oe . —- - 


KING BROS. BANKRUPT, | | 
LIABILITIES $218,548 


Chicago, Oct. 17. 
Silank 


j3lank forms, headed ‘Preliminary 
te 


Statement of Application for a Con- 


A Century of Pro- 


gress Corp., which is the official 

ignation of the body controlling 
|} the projected fair in celebration of 
} the 100th anniversary in 1933 of the 


incorporation of the city of Chicago 


are now ready. This is not the 
formal application for a permit, 
ut an application, for permission 


to apply for a permit. If the 
preliminary ‘statement is. satis- 
factory. to. the (Exposition 
thorities. the appplicant may then 
make out an additional paper with 
the presumption -that it will re- 
ceive favorable action. Accompany- 
ing the statement is a 14-page pam- 


au- 


phlet of general information which 
is entitled ‘Rules and Regulations 
for Concessionairés,’ and which is 
accepted asa part. of: the applica- 
tion: 

The preliminary application re- 
cites the nature of the ‘concession 
‘desired, submits plans for floor 
space and elevation, drawn to a 
scale of ™% inch to the foot, and 


provides the! necessary information 
as to the applicant's financial stand- 
,ing, character and previous fair 
experience, 

The phamplet, in its preamble re- 
cites the fact that A Century of 
‘Progress is expected to open June 
1, 1933 and. close Nov. 1 of that 
year. It will be held on the 600 acres 
of South Park, on the lake front 
and close to the business section. 
It adds that a minimum attendance 
of 50,000,000 persons is anticipated, 
based on 15 times the population 
of the city, the minimum ratio of 
attendance to population. 

All ticket sellers and takers shall 
be provided by the corporation and 
paid by the concessionaire. The Di- 
rector of Concessions may require 
the installation of turnstiles, ecoin- 
operated devices or any form of ad- 
mission evidence that may be re- 
garded by him ‘as best conserving 
the interests of the: corporation in 
the receipts, All other employees 
are hired by the concessionaire, but 
must be approved by the corpora- 
tion. The corporation also reserved 
the right to fix the admission 
charges or the prices for goods or 
service, 

Approval 

. No contractors or sub-contract- 
ors may be employed in the con- 
istruction of a concession save with 
‘the approval’ of the corporation, 
which will be granted only where 
‘these services are such as cannot 
be supplied by the corporation it- 
self. ns . 

' No -portion of the space may be 
sub-leased, nor may a permit be 
‘transferred to another without writ- 
‘ten consent of the corporation. 

The usual restrictions are placed 
ion .the use of sound, lights and 
similar means of attracting atten- 
tion to an exhibit. In no ease may 
an open flame or substances pro- 
ducing noxious vapors be employed; 
either as an attractor or in the pres- 
entation. 

Under the present plan the ex- 
position will be open daily between 
the hours of 10 A. M. and 11 P. M., 
concessionaires having the right of 
eritrance from 8 A. M. until mid- 
night. 

Applications for concessions re- 
quiring construction work will be 
closed June 1, 1932. Concessions 
not requiring special buildings or 
outdoor work will be granted up to 


Dec. 31, 1932. 

Special prohibitions obtain against 
the sale of intoxicants and the use 
of gambling devices as well as 


|; against nostrums and compounds of 
doubtful value or efficacy. 


——- -—_— 


Wirth-Boyd Agency 
Phil Wirth and Larry 


agency 





Boyd have 


f partner- 


j formed a 
iship in New 


booking 


York, 


Wirth is of the Wirth family 
iwith Frank Wirth also of that 
lbranch. Frank Wirth is another 
lgutdoor agent, formerly of Wirth 


} nd }iar ). 
| Bx 


Oo with 


° haces — 
sutaoor Snowman, Was 


the Wirth & Hamid 
gency for a while. 

.| Otto Gubling is substituting for 
.}Phil Wirth as the comedian in the 
lay Wirth riding act. In private 
ife May Wirth is’ Mrs. Frank 
th Phils wife is StelNa Wirth, 

faiso in the May Wirth tura. 
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Can Marriage 
save you from Love! 


' She married 
because she was 
afraid to love— _ 
Too lateshe 
discovered that Sam 
marriage 1s 
one thing and 
motherhood is 


another— IN 
Would you have ; 
done what she did? sae 





Watch for 


IRENE 
DUNNE 


She SAYS, “Nice skin is a necessity!...I am devoted to 
Lux Toilet Soap—it’s a wonderful soap.” 


Marriage” 


RKO RADIO 
PICTURES 


Smashing Production! 


So wonderful that 9 out of 10 screen it is found in theatre dressing rooms 
stars use it regularly! Not only at all over the country. 

home in their own luxurious bath- 
rooms but on location as well. It is 
official for dressing rooms in all the 
great film studios. 


Surely you will want to care for 
your skin with the soap that keeps 
exquisite 98% of the lovely complex- 


ions you see on the screen! Buy 
The Broadway stars, too, are so several cakes and begin today. The 


insistent on this fragrant white soap results are sure to delight you. 


Lux ‘Toilet Soap_1os 
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